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The Resurrection of Our Lord — Easter Day
April 5, 2026

AS WE GATHER

Easter Light — Resurrection Light

Are you wearing a new oultfit for Easter? The custom of putting on new
clothes for Easter Day has a long Christian history. In the earliest centuries
after the ascension of Christ, newly baptized Christians wore white
garments of new linen as a visible sign of the newness that being baptized
had brought into their lives. Soon it became a tradition that all the faithful
would join the newly baptized in arraying themselves on Easter in a new
outfit to symbolize the new life that Jesus, through His resurrection, made a
reality for all believers. The new clothes were much more than a fashion
statement; they were a statement of faith. No matter what we are wearing
today as individuals, together we share the best eternal clothing there is!



PRELUDE

"Glorious Victory," arranged by Lani Smith for piano and organ

WELCOME

HYMN

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today” #469

Please stand as you are able.
INVOCATION

Pastor:

People:

In the name of the Father and of the = Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 118:24; 2 Timothy 1:10b; Romans 4:28, 10:9; 1

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Corinthians 6:14

This is the day that the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Christ Jesus abolished death and brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel.

Jesus our Lord was delivered up for our trespasses and
raised for our justification.

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved.

God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor:
People:

Let us confess our sin to God, our merciful Father.

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our creator
and preserver, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We
are stained by sin from our very beginnings and we have
sinned again and again in thought, word, and deed. We
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves and have often
turned away from one another in our thinking, speaking,
and doing. We have done the evil You forbid and have not
done the good You demand. We do repent and are truly
sorry for all our many sins. Have mercy on us, gracious
Father; forgive us for Jesus’ sake, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit direct our lives so that we serve You in true
faithfulness. Grant us victory over all that oppresses us
and build Your kingdom among us here through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.



Pastor:

People:

KYRIE
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

In His boundless mercy, God has promised forgiveness of sins
to those who repent and turn to Him for restoration and
renewal. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit. God keep
you strong in the Holy Spirit and grant you a life on earth in
which you live in baptismal grace and joyfully tell of His
greatness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

= WORD *

pew hymnal page 151

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

7 Lord have mercy

For the peace from above and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

7 Lord have mercy

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
7 Lord have mercy

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.

7 Lord have mercy

Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord.

7 Amen

HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast” pew hymnal page 155
Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

1. Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to
be people of God. Refrain

2. Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory
are His. Refrain

w

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation.

4. Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.
Amen. Refrain

5. For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. Final
Refrain

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

The Lord be with you.
JAnNd also with you.
Let us pray.



People:

Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate
of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy
the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death
of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

JAmen

Please be seated.

FIRST READING  Acts 10:34-42

Pastor:

People:

(Peter preaches and witnesses to the risen Lord.)
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1-4
(Paul writes that our lives are hidden with Christ in God.)

Pastor:

People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
ALLELUIA and VERSE pew hymnal page 156
& Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 28:1-10 (He is not here!)

Pastor:

People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 28™ chapter.
7 Glory to You, O Lord.

The Gospel is read

Pastor:

People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord
J Praise to You, O Christ.

THE NICENE CREED (found on the last page of the pew hymnal)

Please be seated.
HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” #457

SERMON

Pastor Mark Croucher

Please stand as you are able.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.



That the church live out its calling and that the resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ be joyfully celebrated in all places, let us
pray to the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: That the nations of the world find peace with justice in our time,
let us pray to the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: That the abiding blessing of God rest upon our families, our
neighborhoods, our places of business, and our schools, let us
pray to the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: That those whose confession of the true faith leads to bodily
peril or other sufferings know relief and deliverance from every
danger, let us pray of the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: That all whose labor adds meaning and beauty to the life of the
church—the musicians, artists, craft workers, flower arrangers,
and others—find joy and blessing in all that they do to the glory
of God, let us pray to the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: That all those whose lives know specific challenges, including
those who are ill and those who mourn, including Liz, Betty,
Karla, Dan, lan and Luetta, know heavenly benediction and
strength for each day, let us pray to the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: That the memory of the faithful departed be held in reverence
and honor by all of us as we await a time of resurrection and
reunion at the close of the age, let us pray to the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: These things and all else that we should have asked on this
day of holy rejoicing, grant to us Lord, for the sake of our risen
Savior, Jesus Christ.

People: Amen.

Please be seated.

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY “Now all the Vault of Heaven resounds,"
trumpets with organ

Please stand as you are able
¥ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT =
pew hymnal page 160-166

PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: JAnd also with you.



Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts.

JWe lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

JAlt is right to give him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

Pastor:

SANCTUS

It is truly good, right, and proper that we should give thanks to
You, our gracious heavenly Father, for in Your goodness You
have given Your only-begotten Son for our salvation. By the
guiding of Your Spirit direct our ways that we be filled with His
presence. Kindle in us the fire of Your love and grant that we
ever make the good confession of our faith. Grant that we
receive the body and blood of our Lord as a guarantee of our
salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal
kingdom. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

4 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor:

People:

Holy are You, O God, almighty and most merciful Lord. We
thank You for having sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, to
be our Redeemer, saving us from the fearsome power of sin,
death, and the devil and blessing our lives from before our birth
to beyond our death with Your abiding love. Invited by Your
grace, we come to Your Table with gratitude and joy.
Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood that we grow
confidently and securely as people of faith, filled with Your
peace and awaiting the eternal feast to come in glory
everlasting.

7 Amen

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

Pastor:

People:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and Passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: J7 Amen

AGNUS DEI
J Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on
us. Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy
on us. Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us
peace.

Please be seated.
DISTRIBUTION Via Dolorosa," arranged by Lorie Line, piano

Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
J Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell everyone what he has
done. Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with
shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

POST COMMUNION COLLECT

Pastor: Let us pray.
O Lord God, heavenly Father, ruler of all things, You have
given us a foretaste of the feast to come through this blessed
Meal. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having now received this
wondrous Sacrament, we may die daily to sin through our
Baptism and rise new and restored as we joyfully continue our
earthly pilgrimage until that time when we are gathered into
Your heavenly kingdom to share in Your glory for all eternity.
This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

People: JA-men



BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ' give you peace.
People: 7 A-men

HYMN “l Know That My Redeemer Lives” #461

POSTLUDE
"Christ the Lord Is Risen Today," arrange by Lani Smith for piano and organ

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2.
Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

THE MESSENGER
April 5, 2026

WELCOME! Dear guest, we pray that your worship with us is as spiritually
enriching for you as your presence is encouraging to us. We invite you to
sign our guest book in the foyer. Please leave your email address if you
would like periodic updates from Immanuel. Most importantly, come back
and worship with us again next Sunday.

SERVING US TODAY: Pr. Mark Croucher
Linda Rayburn, Organist
Dan Henggeler, Piano
Noah Moore, Trumpet
Tony Swischer, Trumpet

IN OUR PRAYERS: Liz Kraft, Betty Peuster, Karla Kass, Dan and lan
Henggeler, and Luetta Buchholz.

LAST SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE: 31 total: 9 guests

THE LUTHERAN HOUR theme for next Sunday, April 12" is "Early
Adopters™" Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler The risen
Jesus is the “display model” of what we will be, through faith in Him.

1 Corinthians 15:20 Listen online at https://www.lutheranhour.org.



