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recently went to a sporting goods store to purchase some shoes. | found
thestyleliked and asked if they had them in size 9%2. They did. | purchased
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Decot Revel
ColorMag Medium Lenses

Classic Hy-Wyd

ColorMag Lite-Medium Lenses

Announcing our latest
ColorMag premium
lenses which utilize
spectral isolation to
generate increased
target contrast

¢ Now offering two
lighter options to this
popular lens: ColorMag
Lite-Medium and
ColorMag Medium

e Shatter-proof
Polycarbonate
prescription and
non-prescription
lenses

e ColorMag provides
unbelievable target
contrast

e Available exclusively
by Decot Hy-Wyd

1-800-528-1901 | decot.com
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While this sounds quite ridiculous when
it comes to talking about shoe sizes, this
is exactly what happens when it comes to
shooters knowing (or not knowing) what
stock dimensions fit them. | have written
multiple articles in Shotgun Sports about
the importance of gun fit, and how this is
critical to getting a shotgun to shoot where
the shooter is looking and not causing the
shooter discomfort. A shooter’s physical
characteristics will determine what spe-
cific stock dimensions are needed to get
a shotgun to properly fit them.

By using the Robert Louis Company
Shotgun Combo Gauge, a shooter can
determine the stock dimensions of a gun
that fits them. It can also be used to help
others ascertain the proper stock dimen-
sions for them. The Shotgun Combo
Gauge can be used to identify/measure
the following five dimensions: Length
Of Pull (LOP), Angle of Pitch, Drop at
Heel, Drop at Comb and Cast. You can
visit the website at RobertLouisCo.com
and the company’s tagline is “If it doesn’t
fit, you can’t hit.”

Here are some situations where I have
utilized the Shotgun Combo Gauge:

Just recently Akkar came up with the
Callahan Pump 12-Gauge shotgun. The
Akkar USA Callahan Pump shotgun is a
tribute to the legendary Coloradan shooter,
Dan Callahan, celebrating his remark-
able achievements as a four-time NSCA
National Pump Champion. As a long-time
friend of Dan Callahan who wants to start
competing in the pump division at NSCA
events, I recently purchased the Callahan
12 Pump shotgun. Since I know what stock
dimensions I need to achieve proper gun
fit, the first thing I did upon receipt of the
Callahan 12 Pump shotgun was measure
all five attributes. What I realized was that
the LOP was 4" too long (it was 15" and I
need 14%,"), and the pitch was too shallow
(it was 4 degrees and I need 5 degrees). So,
I took the Callahan 12 Pump shotgun to my
stocksmith and asked him to make those
two changes. The cost for these changes
was minimal compared to what I would
have been charged for a full stock-fitting
appointment had I not had the Shotgun
Combo Gauge.

As a snowbird, I spend the winter liv-
ing in Arizona. This winter my daughter
came down to stay with me for a little
while. She wanted to shoot with me while
she was in Arizona, but she did not bring
her gun with her. I convinced myself this
would not be the last time she would come
down to Arizona and want to shoot, so [

decided I would purchase a shotgun and
keep it in Arizona for her to use. Since
she shoots a Syren Elos N2 Sporting, I
was able to go to the www.syrenusa.com
website and see the stock dimensions of
that gun. Therefore, when [ went in search
of a shotgun for her to use in Arizona, I
took my Shotgun Combo Gauge with me
and found a used shotgun which required
the minimum number of modifications for
her to use. As such, the Shotgun Combo
Gauge saved me time and money from
making a purchase mistake.

A shooting friend of mine named Alan
got hooked on shooting sporting clays but
has been renting a shotgun from the range
for the last six months. Before he invests
in a new gun for himself, I suggested
we work together using my try-stock to
determine the ideal stock dimensions
he should look for in his new shotgun.
Alan has unique physical characteristics
as he is built like an NFL running back:
short, stocky, muscular, short wide neck
and round face. After making well over a
dozen adjustments to different aspects of
the try-stock, we found the optimal set of
dimensions for him (e.g., 14" LOP, high
degree of pitch, large amount of cast-off,
etc.). Using the Shotgun Combo Gauge,
I was able to accurately measure all five
of the key stock dimensions. Of the three
shotguns he was most interested in pur-
chasing, we identified which one had stock
dimensions closest to what he needed. He
ended up purchasing that model and then
taking this new shotgun to a stocksmith
(along with the dimensions we captured)
to get his new gun to fit him perfectly.

As I talked about the Shotgun Combo
Gauge with my shooting friends, a lot
of them asked, “Why would I need that
— isn’t that just for gunsmiths and stock-
smiths?” The answer to that question is
no!!! I have very rarely ever met an avid
clay target shooter who has only one shot-
gun in their safe, is using the same shotgun
today that they started shooting clay tar-
gets with years prior or uses the exact
same shotgun for trap, skeet and sporting
clays. However, should a shooter opt to
use one shotgun for multiple disciplines
and want to make changes as they change
games (e.g., change the comb height as
they transition from skeet to trap), they
can do this easily and ensure 100% accu-
racy by writing down the measurements
obtained from the Shotgun Combo Gauge.

And, I know many shooters who
change the LOP on theit shotgun as
they switch from their summer shooting
attire to their winter shooting attire and
vice-versa. Using a tape measure for

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 12)
determining stock dimensions paves
the road to despair, as even an error as
small as %4" can make all the difference
between perfect and okay.

As such, it behooves all shooters who
are serious about achieving success in

MOVING TARGET PRACTICE
AT HOME, REPRODUCE THE
FLIGHT OF ANY BIRD, OR SKEET
TRAP AND SPORTING CLAY:

Project the moving
Laser dot target and
practice the tough
shots at home.

Robert Louis Co, Inc.
toll free 800-979-9156 or 203-270-1400
email: Bob@RLouis.com
Web: www.RobertLouisCo.com
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IN USE WORLD WIDE

ULTIMATE PRACTICE
SHOOTING SYSTEM

Popular for youth training and clubs
Laser Shooter Fits In Gun’s Muzzle

the clay target sports to invest the time
to learn what stock dimensions allow
them to do this. SS

Editor’s note: See the Robert Louis
Company ad on this page for more infor-
mation or visit www. RobertLouisCo.com

Mark H. Taylor has over 40 years of shooting experience. He
has won many regional, state, national and international clay

Check Our Website For
Money-Saving Offers

THE SKEET/TRAP %
BANNERIS 9 x 54"
AND 15 AVAILABLE AS
A\ PACKAGE WITH THE

LEAD SHOT
RECLAMATION

Professional ~ Experienced ~ Dependable

Contact us WE WILL
MAXIMIZE YOUR RETURN

target competitions. He is the author of the book Clay Target
Shooting - The Mental Game and co-author of the book Break
‘em All. Mark is a NRA Certified Advanced International
Shotgun Coach and a High-Performance Shotgun Coach for
USA Shooting. He is a Caesar Guerini and Cabela’s (in Thorn-
ton, CO) Pro Staff shooter, and teaches monthly beginner
shotgun clinics at Colorado Clays in Brighton, CO, and travels
nationally and internationally teaching coaching courses
and working with world-class athletes. You can email him at
coloradotaylor@gmail.com.

A d (816) 863-9003
www.gipsonricketts.com
kctalag@yahoo.com
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