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LifeWise Opportunity 

Release Time Religious Education (RTRE) is a unique opportunity to teach public 

school students the Bible during school hours.  LifeWise has developed a plan to get 

this started in school districts in the US.  The following is more information on RTRE. 

LifeWise messaging to get 50 people to sign Community Interest List 

Hey! Have you heard of LifeWise Academy? I just signed a community interest list to 

help start a Bible education program for our local public-school students and wanted to 

ask if you could help by adding your signature? We only need 50 signatures to get 

started! Here's the link to sign: https://lifewise.org/district/2923580-mo-st-louis-county-

parkway-c-2 

Tara Schwartz MO LifeWise Representative 

Go to LifeWise.org/tara to set up a virtual meeting with her 

Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

DESE is the administrative arm of the State Board of Education 

To view school district maps: 

Go to: https://dese.mo.gov/directory 

Hover over “School Data” and select “District and School Info” 

On the left select “Directory, Calendar, & Maps” 

Scroll down to and click on “School Directory Interactive Map” 

 

 

 

 

  

https://lifewise.org/district/2923580-mo-st-louis-county-parkway-c-2
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Responding to the doors God opens up: 

1 Corinthians 16 

5 I will come to you after I pass through Macedonia—for I will be traveling through 

Macedonia— 6 and perhaps I will remain with you or even spend the winter, so that you 

may send me on my way wherever I go. 7 I don’t want to see you now just in passing, for 

I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord allows. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until 

Pentecost, 9 because a wide door for effective ministry has opened for me[b]—yet many 

oppose me. 10 If Timothy comes, see that he has nothing to fear from you, because he is 

doing the Lord’s work, just as I am. 11 Therefore, no one should look down on him. Send 

him on his way in peace so he can come to me, for I am expecting him with the 

brothers.[c] 

12 About our brother Apollos: I strongly urged him to come to you with the brothers, but 

he was not at all willing to come now. However, he will come when he has an 

opportunity. 

2 Corinthians 2 

12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, the Lord opened a door for 

me. 13 I had no rest in my spirit because I did not find my brother Titus, but I said good-

bye to them and left for Macedonia.  

Legal Information 

McCollum v. Board of Education (1948) 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a program allowing religious instruction within public 
school buildings violated the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment. The Court 
found that using tax-supported public-school facilities for religious purposes, with the 
active cooperation of school officials, was a violation of the separation of church and 
state.  
 
Zorach v. Clauson (1952) 
the US Supreme Court ruled that a New York program allowing public school students 
to leave school for religious instruction did not violate the Establishment Clause of the 
First Amendment. The program, which involved students leaving school to attend off-
campus religious instruction, was deemed constitutional because it didn't involve public 
funds or school facilities being used for religious purposes.  
 
SB 698 

Requires school districts to establish a policy allowing students to be excused from 
class to receive religious or moral instruction off school property 
Effective Date: August 28, 2025 

https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=4845583

#:~:text=SB%20698%20%2D%20This%20act%20requires,a%20%22released%20time

%20course%22. 

Amendment to Section A, Chapter 162, RSMo 

https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/pdf-bill/intro/SB698.pdf 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2016&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-28785b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2016&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-28787c
https://www.google.com/search?num=10&sca_esv=6fb1b3dcd7ad6b24&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS965US965&sxsrf=AHTn8zrIG7PJrl44B_w0syDi64d17zb_OQ%3A1747059014966&q=Zorach+v.+Clauson&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj-mPT_jZ6NAxUP4skDHVvRBVEQxccNegQINxAB&mstk=AUtExfBzTDgP5YEHHyFPPXR4sgQTMsEIR_Uht7v2yf-d5e9LeFJxjnbkY0lYZZVNMbM1ulRAT6ex3cj9049HutYoaeFXGw5I54toR0TJpjCFQDgJ4SXcCCPxz84SDPLOa5fQp8jipKp-XdRTxpF_dy57VCFV-47IqLKtA1e1ry0NupIku2kqMn-WFe3JimqYgbPTijIkdHTOIDmkX4cSl9dY3M3U2ffMJVlA_c09xq9IfjZGzoN6CmgKGrCfHh3u48Hl2NDd5p7N-Btu3fjc3Dyvc8ts&csui=3
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=4845583#:~:text=SB%20698%20%2D%20This%20act%20requires,a%20%22released%20time%20course%22
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=4845583#:~:text=SB%20698%20%2D%20This%20act%20requires,a%20%22released%20time%20course%22
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=4845583#:~:text=SB%20698%20%2D%20This%20act%20requires,a%20%22released%20time%20course%22
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/pdf-bill/intro/SB698.pdf
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LifeWise Signup Information 

Homepage: https://lifewise.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click Voice Your Support 

 

 

 

Find your school district by Name or Zip Code. 

Click Voice Your Support again, follow the prompts, and enter your information. 

 

https://lifewise.org/
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See YouTube video LifeWise State of the Ministry (May 2025)  

https://www.youtube.com/live/VUnAxAr5M84?si=3wO3D-z0cwafJIDK 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/VUnAxAr5M84?si=3wO3D-z0cwafJIDK

