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Post 163 Times
It has certainly been a strange time in our somewhat 
controversial world.  I think we are very fortunate to live in a 
community that hasn’t been the center of the controversy 
like many other cities across our great nation. I know all is 
not perfect, even in a small community, but the people in 
Parker County for the most part, love our community and 
love our country. 

Our Post for the most part was closed during the Month of 
May.  We continued with doing “Buddy Checks” of our 
veterans and supporting the veterans in the community to 
fullest extent possible. Our Parker County American Legion 
Post Fami ly met a couple t imes using “Zoom 
Conferencing”, basically just checking to see how everyone 
was doing as they were staying home and locked down.  
We resumed our executive board meeting on May 19th  to 
determine our path forward for re-opening the post and 
complying with the guidelines set forth by our Governor 
and Parker County to deal with the Covid-19 restrictions.  
Then we had our membership meeting on May 26th and 
invited members from the Auxiliary, Sons and Riders to 
discuss the restrictions and how we were to conduct 
ourselves to comply with the mandates.  

We actually opened back up on Friday, June 5th for our 
regular Friday night dinners…. It was a great success as 
the Sons served up the best hamburgers in town.  The 
number of attendees was small, but to be able to see 
everyone was a refreshing experience…especially from a 
safe distance. 

The Parker County American Legion Post 163 Family 
sponsored an outstanding event on Friday evening, June 
12th.  We started the evening off with presenting U.S. Flags 
for “Dignified Disposal” to coincide with Flag Day which 
was on Sunday, June 14th.  We had assistance in the 
dignified disposal of the flags from Cub Scout Pack 375 
and Boy Scout Troop 76 in Weatherford. I would estimate 
we properly disposed of well over 2,000 flags. 
                                                  Continued next column………. 
    

News from the Commander 
The Auxiliary provided “Breakfast for Dinner” serving 
pancakes, bacon, sausage, milk and orange juice, a 
delicious meal after being in sun. After the meal, we all 
celebrated the U.S, Army’s 245th birthday happening on 
June 14th by singing Happy Birthday and cutting the cake. 
It was truly an outstanding event. 

We had our annual election of officers for the 2020-2021 
year. The newly elected officers are as listed below.  
Please provide them the same level of outstanding support, 
as they lead our Post to another successful year. 
Commander             Dan Robertson                                
1st Vice Commander     Wendell Pichon 
2nd Vice Commander     Owen Raynel 
Adjutant         Vaughn Oliver 
Finance Officer       Tyler Watson 
Judge Advocate       Bret Watson 
Chaplain             Jeff Eaton 
Historian             Kevin Crawford, Jr. 
Sergeant-at-Arms     Mark Young  
Service Officer      John Hale  
Executive Committee     Larry Allen 
Executive Committee     Gordon Kenslen 
Executive Committee     John Cobb 

Then to close out the month, on June 28th, the American 
Legion Family of Post 163 helped celebrate the 103rd 
birthday of WWII Army veteran, Homer Cox.  Homer was 
greeted by an entourage of people as they drove by his 
residence at Martin Crest to show their sincere 
appreciation of his service and for being a part of the best 
generation ever!!! 

Have a Happy Fourth of July!!!  We hope to see you at the 
Post. 

For God and Country 

Dan Robertson  
Commander, Post 163 
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News from the Adjutant

This Legion Year is over, but a new year starts.  As does 
every year we have a new slate of post officers.  As in 
every elected position we are your representatives.  We 
work for you.  If we do not deliver what you expect, then it 
is your obligation to cast a voice in disfavor.  In spite of 
that, it is good to change officers every few years, no 
matter what.  To grow is to change and a post needs 
change so it can grow.  This year has brought more 
changes than we could have expected and we survived.  
Let our post continue to do so. 

Our post has the most potential in our district.  This puts a 
burden on all of us and it is our responsibility to follow 
through.  Our post is strong enough to maintain this 
standard.  The very first step is for all of our members to be 
current.  It seems like it was only yesterday I was 
requesting that all members pay their dues and be listed as 
current.  Cheer up because this theme does not start until 
July 1, but maybe it is already past that date.   

It would seem to me that three months is more than 
enough time to pay a bill.  Is there any hope that 255 
members can accomplish this?  Not long ago this was a fill-
up of gasoline, or maybe an evening out.  Why can’t we 
achieve this by October 1?  Or at least by November 1.  
Why is such a simple task so impossible to achieve?  What 
needs to be said to encourage our members that their 
membership is important to us?  Forget national, just 
consider Weatherford, our post is what it is about.  For 
dues payment, most members have a schedule.  Consider 
making the schedule August or September, and it really 
doesn’t hurt. 

Our post can do it if they tried!    

Thank you for your service! 

Heroes don’t wear capes, they wear dog tags! 

Vaughn Oliver 
Adjutant Post 163 

    Sons of The American Legion 
(S.A.L) Squadron 163 

American Legion Post 163 is now open…Most you should 
know the Post has been temporarily closed for the past 
several weeks. Due to State and local guidelines American 
Legion Post 163 is now open to members and guests at 
the 75% capacity soon to be 100%.  

We had elections of Squadron 163 officers on Tuesday 
June 9 and the following elected positions will be installed 
Friday, July 31st, in a joint Legion family ceremony with a 
dinner to be served. 

William (Andy) Browning is now Commander of Squadron 
163 and the following positions also elected include:  
Vice Commander: Bill Mallory,  
Adjutant: Ron Chandler, 
Finance Officer: Tyler Watson, 
Chaplain, Kevin Crawford,  
Historian, John Hale, 
Sgt-at-Arms, is open so if you wish to help with this position 
please let us know. 

The Sons will continue to host Friday night Dinners of “the 
best burger” and so come out to help about 5pm. Come out 
on July 4th Post 163 will participate in the Parker County 
Frontier Days Rodeo parade beginning at the 9th Grade 
Center, 4pm, kickoff at 5pm and we will have our float to 
ride on.  

Great news for Squadron 163 membership, we exceeded 
membership goal of 17 by 4 for at 124%.  Congratulations 
for all those working to make this happen. 

Please continue to keep Rhea Wickware in your prayers, 
you can e-mail him at: dellrhea@hotmail.com.  
For God and Country, 

Mail: Commander PO Box 216, Weatherford, TX, 76086.  
e-mail: ronpchandler@aol.com or facebook: Parker County 
American legion post 163. For the Department of Texas 
News Letter go to: times@txlegion.org or copy https://
www.txlegion.org/Files/times/legion times1219.pdf to your 
search window. 

If you have any questions call Commander, Andy Browning 
at 214-304-0672 or Adjutant, Ron Chandler at 
817-223-8926. 

“Independence Day: freedom has its life in the 
hearts, the actions, the spirit of men and so it 
must be daily earned and refreshed – else like a 
flower cut from its life-giving roots, it will wither 
and die.”  

                       – Dwight D. Eisenhower- 

Happy Fourth Of July

mailto:dellrhea@hotmail.com
mailto:dellrhea@hotmail.com
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Take a moment out of your day on Saturday July 4th and say 
a little prayer for them and please say a prayer for our 
Country. 

As our Post moves forward in the next 6 months we must all 
look at how our Post will continue to grow, this growth is 
through membership.  We are in need of a younger 
generation to help sustain our membership and help our 
Post continue to grow.  Reaching out in our community to 
other organizations I feel is one way to reach this younger 
group and get them involved through membership in the 
Post.   

Come enjoy our Friday night meals.  Enjoy the company of 
other members for a few hours.  It’s very relaxing and we are 
looking at incorporating some new ideas for things to do on 
the nights our Post is open.  As I close my article I will say it 
has been a great pleasure to serve our Auxiliary this past 12 
months as the President, and I guess I did something right, 
because I was re-elected for another term. 

So, may we always remember  “Service not Self”  is a 
phrase that we should always remember. Our Veteran’s 
should come first always. 

Till next time. May God Bless All of you and God Bless our 
Country 

Nancy L. Cobb 
Unit 163 President 

From The Auxiliary President          Auxiliary President Continued……

Here we are starting the last half of 2020.  Boy it’s been an 
eye opening first 6 months of 2020.  We have all had our 
worlds turned upside down and what used to be normal is 
no longer. Schools were closed, businesses closed, 
weddings put on hold and rescheduled, and even church 
services went viral.  I know that there are many of you that 
feel as I do, what we once knew to be normal will never be 
normal again.  People in our own community have lost their 
jobs. Many from our county have tested positive for 
COVID-19.  Yes, it scares me, yes I don’t like to have to 
choose between staying home and visiting a friend, but we 
must think of others and not ourselves.  This phrase should 
remind us of this one: “Service not Self”  Our service to 
others and their needs should come before service to 
ourselves.  Our unit is dedicated to pouring our hearts into 
our programs again this year.   

Our State President Brenda Towers is going to move 
forward with this theme again this year under the extreme 
circumstances we are all enduring.  I am so proud of our 
unit in so many ways.  First, they met their 100% goal a 
little late, but who cares, we made it and I’m still proud as 
we picked up some new members this year.  Second, I 
know that if there were going to be a state convention, our 
unit would get many awards for the work they did during 
the year 2019-2020.  Some of those would be VA&R our 
Christmas outreach gift gathering – Cancer Research our 
collection of funds through our teapot program – Education 
for our pick 10 – National Security our work on treats for 
troops – These are just to name a few.   I am proud to be a 
member of this group and I know that they all work very 
hard to achieve our goals.  

In the months to come our unit is looking at doing great 
things with the Wreaths Across America sponsorship.  We 
have wreaths for sale $15.00 each wreath.  Please see one 
of us for a form.  We have till November 30 to send our 
forms and funds for the wreaths.  The placement of the 
wreaths will take place December 19th at Memory Gardens 
Cemetery with a ceremony and then the wreath laying.  We 
will continue to update you each newsletter on this great 
program. 

We held our election of officers on the 23rd of June.  Listed 
here are our new officers for 2020-2021 year. 
President – Nancy Cobb   1st Vice President – Kay Raynel  
2nd Vice President – Donna Nill    Secretary – Rachael 
Watson   Treasurer – Gayle Simpson   Chaplain – Janiece 
Oliver  Sgt at Arms – Misty Browning  Executive Committee 
– Rita Robertson – Penny Chandler – Lisa Cleveland.  I 
look forward to working with the officers this next 12 
months on new projects as well as all our programs. 

As we look forward to July 4th please remember that our 
military stationed in the USA and abroad will also be 
celebrating this holiday.  
                                                  Continued Next Column…. 

From Our Auxiliary Chaplain 
         “A lot of us live with a hidden fear that God is                
angry at us. Somewhere, sometime, some Sunday school 
class or some TV show convinces us that God has a whip 
behind this back, a paddle in His back pocket, and He’s 
going to nail us when we’ve gone too far. 

No concept could be more wrong!  Our Savior’s Father is 
very fond of us and only wants to share His love with us. 

We have a Father who is filled with compassion, a feeling 
Father who hurts when His children hurt.  We serve a God 
who says that even when we’re under pressure and feel like 
nothing is going right, He is waiting for us, to embrace us 
whether we suceed or fail.  He doesn’t come quarreling and 
haranguing and forcing His way into anyone’s heart.  He 
comes into our hearts like a gentle lamb, not a roaring lion.”  
M.L. 

We thank You for Your constant love, Father.  Your love is 
not based on feelings or perfections, but on Your covenant 
with Your people.  Nothing can separate us from You. 

In Christ’s name,  
Janiece Oliver 
Unit 163 Chaplain 
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“We on this continent should never 
forget that men first crossed the 
Atlantic not to find soil for their 
ploughs but to secure liberty for their 
souls.” 

            –Robert J. McCracken-

Parker County American Legion Post 163 
Veterans Serving Veterans  

July 4  Frontier Days Rodeo Parade - Meet at   
 Ninth Grade Center School at 4:30 p.m.  

July 14  Monthly Membership Meeting -                
 7:00 p.m.     

July 31 Installation of New Officers (Legion,    
 Sons, Auxiliary & Riders) - 6:00 p.m. 

August Activities TBD 

“Government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall 
not perish from the earth.”  
      - Abraham Lincoln - 

Did you know that at American Legion Post 163, we 
provide free transportation to Veterans who are unable to 
drive for medical appointments? We provide this service to 
our Parker County veterans. We will take you to the VA 
Hospital in Dallas, the VA Clinic in Fort Worth or to any 
doctor’s office. Depending on the guidelines and 
restrictions passed down concerning COVID -19, we will try 
our best to take care of our veterans.  

We need volunteers drivers, with a valid Texas drivers 
license to help continue our transportation service to 
our veterans, 

For information and to schedule a ride contact Kevin 
Crawford, Jr call or text to 951-442-0985 or e-mail at 
kevzemail34@gmail.com.  If you would like to volunteer to 
be a driver contact Kevin Crawford, Jr.  

Our country is in one of the darkest times we’ve been in, in 
a long time. We have weathered storms before and 
survived, but can we see the end of the dark tunnel? We 
are enduring the worst virus yet, and COVID 19 does not 
appear to be going away anytime soon. Our lives have 
been forever changed. There is no more normal for us.  It is 
really important that we as American Legion members 
reach out to other members and do our buddy checks 
faithfully. There is a lot of depression in our organization 
due to not being able to visit family in hospitals, nursing 
facilities, weddings put on hold, birthdays put off till later 
dates, Schools closed, graduations delayed and so many 
more things going on.  In times like these we need a friend, 
so John and I will leave you with this reading. 

It’s time to Pray to the God who watches over us. It’s time 
to seek his help without delay. The world is dark for the 
clouds of war not like any we have known still threatens. 
It’s time for all America to Pray!  If we would keep the flag 
of Freedom flying, Secure the peace for which we all are 
crying. It’s time for all America to Pray! Enemies increase 
around us we can’t drop our guard. Problems here at home 
confound us in our own backyard. Troubles un-relenting 
around us, making living hard. It’s time for all America to 
Pray! 

Yes my Friend It’s Time for All America to Pray! 

John and Nancy Cobb 
17th District Chaplains 

From Your 17th District Chaplains 

American Legion Post 163 Upcoming Events 
July -August  

mailto:kevzemail34@gmail.com
mailto:kevzemail34@gmail.com
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In 1981, during his first year in office, Parade magazine 
asked President Ronald Reagan (1911–2004) to write 
something for them about what Independence Day meant 
to him. This submission was written by Reagan himself, 
and in his own hand. It exhibits both his special ability to 
locate himself emotionally amongst the people and his 
habit of speaking without irony about high principle and 
without embarrassment about human greatness.  
Is there any connection between Reagan’s boyhood 
enjoyment of fireworks and his subsequent appreciation of 
the meaning of the day? What is the point of telling the 
legend of the unknown speaker who swayed the delegates 
to the Continental Congress to sign the Declaration of 
Independence, or of the subsequent misfortunes of many 
of the signers? What, in the end, is the meaning of the 
Fourth of July to President Reagan?  

For one who was born and grew up in the small towns of 
the Midwest, there is a special kind of nostalgia about the 
Fourth of July. 

I remember it as a day almost as long-anticipated as 
Christmas. This was helped along by the appearance in 
store windows of all kinds of fireworks and colorful posters 
advertising them with vivid pictures. 
No later than the third of July—sometimes earlier—Dad 
would bring home what he felt he could afford to see go up 
in smoke and flame. We’d count and recount the number of 
firecrackers, display pieces and other things and go to bed 
determined to be up with the sun so as to offer the first, 
thunderous notice of the Fourth of July. 
I’m afraid we didn’t give too much thought to the meaning 
of the day. And, yes, there were tragic accidents to mar it, 
resulting from careless handling of the fireworks. I’m sure 
we’re better off today with fireworks largely handled by 
professionals. Yet there was a thrill never to be forgotten in 
seeing a tin can blown 30 feet in the air by a giant 
“cracker”—giant meaning it was about 4 inches long. 
But enough of nostalgia. Somewhere in our growing up we 
began to be aware of the meaning of the day, and with that 
awareness came the birth of patriotism. July Fourth is the 
birthday of our nation. I believed as a boy, and believe even 
more today, that it is the birthday of the greatest nation on 
earth. 
There is a legend about the day of our nation’s birth in the 
little hall in Philadelphia, a day on which debate had raged 
for hours. The men gathered there were honorable men 
hard-pressed by a king who had flouted the very laws they 
were willing to obey. Even so, to sign the Declaration of 
Independence was such an irretrievable act that the walls 
resounded with the words “treason, the gallows, the 
headsman’s ax,” and the issue remained in doubt. 
The legend says that at that point a man rose and spoke. 
He is described as not a young man, but one who had to 
summon all his energy for an impassioned plea. He cited 
the grievances that had brought them to this moment and 
finally, his voice falling, he said, 
Continued Next Column…. 

“They may turn every tree into a gallows, every hole into a 
grave, and yet the words of that parchment can never die. 
To the mechanic in the workshop, they will speak hope; to 
the slave in the mines, freedom. Sign that parchment. Sign 
if the next moment the noose is around your neck, for that 
parchment will be the textbook of freedom, the Bible of the 
rights of man forever.” 
He fell back exhausted. The 56 delegates, swept up by his 
eloquence, rushed forward and signed that document 
destined to be as immortal as a work of man can be. When 
they turned to thank him for his timely oratory, he was not 
to be found, nor could any be found who knew who he was 
or how he had come in or gone out through the locked and 
guarded doors. 

Well, that is the legend—but we do know for certain that 56 
men, a little band so unique we have never seen their like 
since, had pledged their lives, their fortunes and their 
sacred honor. 

What manner of men were they? Twenty-four were lawyers 
and jurists, 11 were merchants and tradesmen, and nine 
were farmers. They were soft-spoken men of means and 
education; they were not an unwashed rabble. They had 
achieved security but valued freedom more. Their stories 
have not been told nearly enough. 

John Hart was driven from the side of his desperately ill 
wife. For more than a year, he lived in the forest and in 
caves before he returned to find his wife dead, his children 
vanished, his property destroyed. He died of exhaustion 
and a broken heart. 

Carter Braxton of Virginia lost all his ships, sold his home to 
pay his debts, and died in rags. And so it was with Ellery, 
Clymer, Hall, Walton, Gwinnett, Rutledge, Morris, 
Livingston, and Middleton.1 Nelson personally urged 
Washington to fire on his home and destroy it when it 
became the headquarters for General Cornwallis. Nelson 
died bankrupt. 

But they sired a nation that grew from sea to shining sea. 
Five million farms, quiet villages, cities that never sleep, 3 
million square miles of forest, field, mountain and desert, 
227 million people with a pedigree that includes the 
bloodlines of all the world. 

In recent years, however, I’ve come to think of that day as 
more than just the birthday of a nation. It also 
commemorates the only true philosophical revolution in all 
history. 

Oh, there have been revolutions before and since ours. But 
those revolutions simply exchanged one set of rules for 
another. Ours was a revolution that changed the very 
concept of government. 

Let the Fourth of July always be a reminder that here in this 
land, for the first time, it was decided that man is born with 
certain God-given rights; that government is only a 
convenience created and managed by the people, with no 
powers of its own except those voluntarily granted to it by 
the people. 

We sometimes forget that great truth, and we never should. 
Happy Fourth of July. 

What the Fourth of July Means to Me

http://www.reversespins.com/signthatdocument.html
https://www.whatsoproudlywehail.org/curriculum/the-american-calendar/what-july-fourth-means-to-me%22%20%5Cl%20%22note1
https://www.whatsoproudlywehail.org/curriculum/the-american-calendar/what-july-fourth-means-to-me%22%20%5Cl%20%22note1
http://www.reversespins.com/signthatdocument.html
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Parker County American Legion Family Members Place Flag on Former Post 
163 Chaplain, Chuck Katlic’s Grave at Whitt Cemetery on May 23, 2020 

Parker County American Legion Post 163 Rider’s Placed Flags on Graves 
of All Veterans at the Curtis Cemetery on May 23, 2020 
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Parker County American Legion Family Members and the Community Place 
Flags on the Graves of Veterans at Memory Gardens Cemetery on May 25, 2020
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Dignified Disposal of U.S. Flags With Help From Cub Scout Pack 375 and Boy Scout 
Troop 76 and the 245th Birthday of the United States Army on June 12, 2020
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Members From American Legion Family Post 163, Members From the VFW, and 
Members of the Weatherford Community Celebrated the 103rd Birthday of Mr. Homer 

Cox, a World War II Army Veteran on June 28, 2020
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Find Us on FACEBOOK: 
Parker County American Legion Post 163 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 163 
American Legion Riders Post 163 Weatherford Texas 

Parker County Veteran’ Memorial Park

The American Legion strives to promote a better 
understanding of the principles of democracy and to 
inculcate among all people a higher appreciation of the 
benefits of American citizenship. To serve the needs of all 
veterans and their families. To fulfill our commitment to 
community, state and nation.

Post 163 Times Editor: 
Dan Robertson 

Please submit all comments & questions to: 
American Legion Post 163 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 216  

Weatherford, TX 76086 
amlegionpost163@gmail.com. 

Visit Our Website! 
https://americanlegionpost163.com 

https://parkercountyamericanlegion.com 

Commander: Dan Robertson 817-706-8936 
1st Vice Cmdr: Wendell Pichon 817-847-8419 
2nd Vice Cmdr: Owen Raynel 915-276-5822 
Adjutant: Vaughn Oliver 817-550-6012 
Service Officer: John Hale 817-598-6153 

Sgt-at-Arms: Mark Young 682-262-1770 
Judge Advocate: Bret Watson 817-946-0906 
Chaplain: Jeffery Eaton 661-803-3763 
Historian: Kevin Crawford, Jr 851-442-0985 
Finance Officer: Tyler Watson 817-456-2043

Executive Committee:   
Larry Allen  817-253-1586  John Cobb 817-480-2182   Gordon Kelsen 469-867-7364

Post Officers for 2020/2021

The American Legion is the nation’s largest wartime 
veterans service organization founded on the values, 
contributions and sacrifices, of those who have answered 
the Nation’s call to arms, therefore we must: Respond to 
quality of life needs of all veterans and their families, 
prepare each generation to meet its citizenship obligations, 
maintain a strong national defense, perpetuate the 
principles of government embodied in the United States 
Constitution, be a values-based organization committed to 
serving God, country, community and every veteran today, 
tomorrow and throughout the 21st Century.

American Legion Mission Statement American Legion Vision Statement

mailto:amlegionpost163@gmail.com
https://americanlegionpost163.com
https://parkercountyamericanlegion.com
https://americanlegionpost163.com
https://parkercountyamericanlegion.com
mailto:amlegionpost163@gmail.com

