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Post 163 Times
Here we are at the beginning of September and since early 
July all we have heard is COVID, COVID and more COVID!  
In no way am I downplaying the seriousness of the 
pandemic and the terrible disease. However, for us at the 
Post, it has taken momentum away from supporting 
veterans at the Post and in the local community.   

So I have been contemplating the message I wish to bring 
to you, the members, the backbone of the American 
Legion.  In July, we held our normal Executive Board and 
Monthly Membership Meeting in the hall, and we made the 
decision to cancel all of our Friday evening meals, as a 
result of the doors to the canteen being locked. On July 31, 
we had our “Installation of New Officers” for the 
Legionnaires, Sons and the Auxiliary. We were very 
fortunate to have our Department Commander, Jeff Perkins 
install the Legion officers; the Department Auxiliary 
President, Brenda Towers install the Auxiliary officers; and 
Post Commander Rhea Wickware to install the Sons 
officers. It was my honor to announce Commander Rhea 
Wickware as the “Legionnaire of the Year” for 2019-2020.   

In July, despite being able to conduct our weekly visits to 
veterans in the local health and rehabilitation centers, we 
were still able to provide transportation to veterans needing 
to go on normal, routine medical or physical therapy 
appointments.   

In August, we had our Executive Board meeting, however 
we had to cancel Monthly Membership Meeting due to one 
of our Board members having been diagnosed with COVID.  
So, to  ensure we were all COVID free, we opted to stay in 
for a while. That pretty much sums up the month of August. 

We were saddened with the loss of one of our new Board 
Members, Gordon Kelsen.  Gordon was only a member of 
our Post for a short time as he transferred to us from Post 
423 in Dallas.  
                                              Continued next column………. 

News from the Commander 
He was eager to get involved and be a member of our 
Board.  Please keep Gordon’s family in your thoughts and 
prayers as they mourn the loss of their loved one. 

Now let’s look at what is on the horizon.  First I hope we 
can get back to some sort of new normal, by having our 
Friday Night dinners. I hope this is something we can do 
even with the canteen closed until the restrictions are lifted 
by our Governor.   

“Save the date of Sunday, September 6 at 2:00 p.m.”. We 
will celebrating the 100th Birthday of one of our members, 
Mr. William J. Kelly.  We will be doing a drive by honoring 
this momentous occasion at Cherry Park, the plan is to line 
up along Alamo Street as you turn right off of Lee Street.  
We will be in the parking area just to the east of the pool at 
Cherry Park at 1:30 - 1:45 p.m..  Mr. Kelly is an Army Air 
Corp, World War II veteran.  Please bring your signs and 
balloons and let’s make this a special day for him. 

We are planning other events, but with the uncertainty of 
the future we have not yet confirmed them.  As soon as we 
can confirm an activity, we’ll post it on our Facebook Page 
at Parker County American Legion Post 163, post it on  our 
website at https://americanlegionpost163.com and send 
out e-mails. 

That’s about it for now.  Stay safe, wear your mask, 
practice safe-distancing and sanitize. 

Once we reopen the Post, I look forward to seeing you. 

“For God and Country” 

Dan Robertson  
Commander, Post 163 

https://americanlegionpost163.com
https://americanlegionpost163.com
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News from the Adjutant

In the last issue, I talked about the new year and the new 
officers.  What that said was, change has happened.  About 
half of our members pay their dues during July and August 
the normal due date.  So my assumption is the other half of 
our members assume the end of the calendar year is when 
the dues are due.  To be in sync with State we need to get 
all our members on the same page.  Your annual dues are 
due July-August for the up coming year.  We would greatly 
appreciate all our members to change your annual 
American Legion dues date on your budget to July-August.  
We understand you all have home budgets to deal with and 
if you would like, we can set a two month payment plan for 
your dues of $25 each (with a $5 payment fee included). 
Mark you calendars for future reference, “American Legions 
Dues are due July-August each year unless you are a PUFL 
Member. 

This COVID-19 has hurt the Nation and has hurt us in 
several ways.  Everyone has a story and none are very 
good.  How it ends I doubt that anyone knows, but as we 
did in the service, “Lets just hitch up and go.”  Make the 
best of things, or just do what we have to.  As Americans we 
are still “The Great Generation.”  Use them as an example 
to duplicate, because we will! 

We lost one of our members who had just stepped up to 
participate as an officer.  We mourn the loss of any member 
and send our best wishes to his family.  Gordon Kelsen has 
answered the Roll Call of Honor and we salute him. 

As we continue down life’s road, let us consider several 
things.  If you haven’t paid your dues, please do so.  If you 
can’t, please talk to me, an email is fine.  We are mandated 
to follow the laws and provisions of all our governments, so 
stay safe.  And finally, as Veteran’s we stand taller than 
others, but we still must earn that privilege.  Many of our 
compatriots paid the Final Price and we must hold up the 
Honor and the Flag. 

Thank you for your service! 
Heros don’t wear capes.  They wear dog tags! 

Vaughn Oliver 
Adjutant Post 163 

“I am not bound to win, but I am bound to be 
true. I am not bound to succeed, but I am 
bound to live by the light that I have. I must 
stand with  anybody that stands right, and 
stand  with him while he is right, and part with 
him when he goes wrong.” 
           -Abraham Lincoln-

First Vice Commander Message

Just wanted to reach out to you and your family to let you 
know we miss all of you. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
created an unprecedented situation which has affected us 
all. Our hearts go out to you and your families and 
especially those of you who have either directly or indirectly 
been impacted by the virus.   

We know that many of you have been working from home, 
conducting virtual meetings and other means of 
communication to minimize your travel to and from work, 
and undue exposure to your family. This pandemic has 
encouraged us to develop and provide new solutions for 
dealing with work situations as well as family matters.  

Hopefully, we will soon be back to a Revised 
Normal! 

Despite the many difficulties we all are facing, I would like 
you to know that YOUR American Legion Family remains 
fully committed to continue doing what we can to support 
our members in need through this most difficult time.  On 
behalf of myself and all the Officers, we wish you all 
continued safety and good health. 

      Continued On Page 3………. 
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A Little COVID Trivia 

During this Pandemic,  a number of quotes, 
though used in a different time and certainly 

different circumstances, has resurfaced and I am 
sure you will recognize them.  (If you do not, 

Answers are available) 

“Keep calm and carry on!” 

Don’t worry, be happy! 

“The only thing we have to fear, is fear itself” 

“Aren’t you worried?” “Would that help?” 

“Everything will be okay in the end. If it’s not okay, 
it’s not the end.” 

There is this Lady at the Post.  She cracks the 
whip at the end of all events at the Legion Hall 

making sure we wipe down the tables and chairs 
before we leave.  She ensures our Safety by 

making our environment COVID FREE!  
 Special Thanks,  from ALL of us to This Lady! 

Wendell Pichon, CM 
1st Vice Commander Post 163 

First Vice Commander (Continued)

One of the questions that regularly come to Chaplains is 
what is a Chaplain and what does he/she do? I hope the 
following will help to answer that question. 

A Chaplain is a professional spiritual care provider 
employed by or volunteers in many different types of 
facilities and professions, who normally holds required 
ecclesiastical credentials, professional education, and/or 
membership in a national association for professional 
healthcare Chaplains. 

A Chaplain seeks to empower individuals from diverse 
religions and cultures with meaning, value, purpose, and 
transcendent connections to God, a Supreme Being, 
others, and/or self, and provides spiritual care as a part of a 
interdisciplinary healthcare team. They provide a powerful 
reminder of the healing, sustaining, guiding, and reconciling 
power of religious faith. They reach across faith boundaries 
and do not proselytize. Acting on behalf of their institutions. 
Chaplains provide supportive spiritual care through 
empathic listening and demonstrating an understanding of 
persons in distress. 

Chaplains also design and lead religious ceremonies of 
worship and ritual, such as, prayer, meditation, and reading 
of holy texts, worship and observance of holy days, 
blessings and sacraments; memorial services and funerals, 
rituals at the time of birth or other significant times of life 
cycle transition, and special holiday observances.  Educate 
the community regarding the relationship of religious and 
spiritual issues to institutional services. 

Chaplains work in unique settings, with specialized training.     
Usually, Chaplains are ordained, licensed or commissioned 
ministers and represent a specific faith group and 
denomination. However, some denominations recognized 
lay ministers with specialized training to be Chaplains. 
Chaplains from different faith groups, i.e. Muslim, Hindu, 
Christian denominations that do not recognize professional 
clergy may be Chaplains and not be ordained ministers. 

Many people depend on religion to cope with their illness 
and hospitalization. The religious beliefs of patients and 
their families may influence medical decisions.  Religious 
beliefs of patients, families, and even staff often influence 
end-of-life decisions. 

Chaplains do not always pray with a person. They meet the 
person and family where they are spiritually, regardless of 
faith group or denomination, and ministers to them from 
that position. If the person or family request prayer, the 
Chaplain will pray for them or if he or she is unable to pray 
because of a theological conflict with the patient or family’s 
faith group or their denomination, the Chaplain will refer to 
a spiritual caregiver from the person’s denomination or faith 
group. 
       Continued On Page 4… 

Chaplain’s Page 

Up Coming  Events *

06	Sep   William	Kelly,	WW	ii	Vet,	100	Birthday	Celebra8on 
11	Sep   Patriot	Day 
12	Sep    Field	Of	Flags,	Volunteer	-	Willow	Park,	TX 
18	Sep  Pow/MIA	Recogni8on	Day 
18	Sep U.S.	Air	Force	73	Year	Birthday 
26	Sep	 Charity	Golf	Scramble	&	Dinner 
13	Oct U.S.	Navy	245	Year	Birthday 
11	Nov Veterans	Day	Luncheon	 
13	Nov Post	163	100	Year	Celebra8on	Banquet 
14	Nov Annual	Veterans	Day	Parade 
20	Nov Post	163	Thanksgiving	Day	Dinner	

* Subject to Change Due to Current Conditions



PAGE 4

We are at the beginning of our fall season, and we are all 
still in that uncertain world.  The world of our new normal.   
Our home Post as well as other Posts have lost members 
this past couple of months.  We must stand strong, and not 
let this depress us. Our thoughts must be positive and 
uplifting.  Reaching out to our members is an important tool 
that each Post can use to keep the moral up.  Facebook 
and the Buddy system are two ways of keeping in touch. 
Use your Post and Unit Chaplains. Let them reach out each 
month to a different list of members. Just a short note 
saying Hi how are you doing is so meaningful.   

For the safety of our members and their families our District 
Convention has been cancelled.  Staying safe and healthy 
is important to each of us. We will be remembering and 
honoring all who have passed to the Post Everlasting since 
October 2019 at our Spring Convention in 2021. Please 
keep your list of names or you may send the list to John at 
116 Cedar Ridge Drive Weatherford, Tx 76087. We will 
then make sure all names are read.  

Until next time May God Bless each of you. 

John and Nancy Cobb 
17th District Chaplains 

From Our Auxiliary Chaplain 

“ Rocking the Boat” 

“God has enlisted us in his navy and placed us on his ship.  
The boat has one purpose - to carry us safely to the shore. 

This is no cruise ship: it’s a battleship.  We aren’t called to 
a life of leisure; we are called to a life of service.  Each of 
us has a different task.  Some, concerned with those who 
are drowning are snatching people from the water.  Others 
are occupied with the enemy so they man the cannons of 
prayer and worship.  Still others devote themselves to the 
crew, feeding and training the crew members. 

Though different, we are the same. Each can tell of a 
personal encounter with the Captain, for each has received 
a personal call. He found us among the shanties of the 
seaport and incited us to follow Him.  Our faith was born at 
the sight of His fondness, and so we went. 

We each followed Him across the gang plank of His grace 
onto the same boat. There is one Captain and one 
destination.  Though the battle is fierce, the boat is safe for 
the Captain is God.  The ship will not sink.  For that there 
is no concern.”   - Max Lucado - 
  
Our Captain, our ship, our anchor; always guiding our 
pathways, while protecting us as we journey. 

In Christ’s name,  
Janiece Oliver 
Unit 163 Chaplain 

From Your 17th District Chaplains 

Chaplains work with people and their families. Many people 
do not attend a place of worship and the Chaplain becomes 
their pastor in a relaxed informal relationship. As the 
Chaplain for Post 163, I am honored and privileged to 
serve you.  If you require my services for any reason, 
please feel free to call me and we will set up a time to meet 
with you. I have served as a hospital chaplain, law 
enforcement chaplain and am currently a fire chaplain, with 
over twenty years of experience. You may reach me at: 
(661) 803-3763 or at jleaton@yahoo.com. 

“There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a 
time for every event under heaven—A time to give birth, 
and a time to die; a time to plant and a time to uproot what 
is planted.  A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to tear 
down, and a time to build up.  A time to weep, and a time to 
laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance. A time to throw 
stones, and a time gather stones; a time to embrace and a 
time to shun embracing.  A time to search, and a time to 
give up as lost; a time to keep, and a time to throw away.  A 
time to tear apart, and a time to sew together; a time to be 
silent, and a time to speak.  A time to love, and a time to 
hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.”  Ecclesiastes 
3:1-8 NAS 

Blessings,  

Jeffrey Eaton,MPT  
Chaplain, Post 163  

Chaplain’s Page (Continued)

In Memory of Carolyn Dutton  
October 13, 1943 – July 7, 2020 
Past Auxiliary Unit 163 President 

Past 17Th District Auxiliary President  
Past 4th Division Auxiliary President  

In Memory of Gordon Kelsen 
May 13, 1936 - August 19, 2020  

Life Time Member  
Post 163 Executive Committee Member

In Memory…..

mailto:jleaton@yahoo.com
mailto:jleaton@yahoo.com
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Unit 163 has the tea pot project going at present and this is 
to collect funds for our programs such as Cancer Research, 
Children and Youth, Education, VA&R, Americanism, Poppy, 
Past President’s Parley and National Security.  If you would 
like to contribute change or dollars to any of these programs, 
please contact us and we will again provide a form for you to 
do this. Our unit is already trying to second guess this virus 
and plan for our Veteran’s for Christmas.  So stay tuned and 
we’ll see what happens. 

We are keeping in touch via e-mail and cards as well as 
phone calls.  This is important.  I know we all look forward to 
going to the Post for a great Friday night dinner and visit with 
each other.  Well, soon my friends we will be back doing that 
very thing. So, looking forward I ask that each of you pray for 
each other, send a note, make a call, or send an e-mail.  
Keep the spirit.  We will get through this together and be 
more proud, stronger and we will stand taller.   

Until next time.  May God Bless.   

For	God	and	Country	“Service	not	Self”	
Unit	163	President					Nancy	L.	Cobb	

From The Auxiliary President          Auxiliary President Continued……

Parker County American Legion Post 163 
Veterans Serving Veterans  

Here it is August 2020. It seems only yesterday that it 
was New Year Eve with so many visions of things to do 
and programs to work for our unit.  We have all been 
placed in a new normal which most of us do not like.  This 
deadly virus that has taken its grip on our nation has left 
many of us wondering what to expect next. Just like most 
of you I have kept my distance from other people washed 
my hands and wore my mask during visits away from my 
home.   
  
So many things have changed in the past 7 months.  We 
do not know what the next few months will bring, but one 
thing we do know is, we are all in this together and we will 
stand strong.  American Legion Strong. We are all 
missing the hugs and handshakes from our fellow 
American Legion families as well as our own families. 

Life as we have always known it has been turned upside 
down. I know that some of you have had birthdays, 
anniversaries, new baby’s being born and so many other 
events in your family that has had to basically be put on 
hold.  We, as an American Legion family refuse to let it 
get us down.  We will come through this together.  The 
month of July was no different. We were able to have our 
meetings, but our canteen has been closed due to all the 
upswing in cases of COVID 19.  We had our installation 
dinner and ceremony on July 31st.  We had the pleasure 
of having our State Commander Mr. Jeff Perkins and our 
State President Mrs. Brenda Towers at our dinner.  
President Brenda installed our new officers for Unit 163. A 
dinner of Chicken Fried Steak with all the trimmings was 
served by our staff.  The new officers for Unit 163 are as 
follows:   President – Nancy Cobb,  1st Vice – Kay 
Raynel,  2nd Vice – Donna Nill,  Secretary -  Rachael 
Watson,  Treasurer -  Gayle Simpson,  Chaplain – 
Janiece Oliver, Sgt-at-Arms – Misty Browning, Executive 
Board – Penny Chandler, Rita Robertson, and Lisa 
Cleveland.  I look forward to working with my officers this 
next year.  I was able to honor some of our members with 
awards. I enjoy recognizing our members because of 
their hard work with our unit and our Post. 

We are moving forward with our project of Wreaths 
Across America. We have procured at present a total of 
356 wreaths and are at 44.5% of our goal.  If you would 
like to help by sponsoring a wreath, please drop us a note 
and a form can be sent to you.  Address for the Unit is P. 
O. Box 2829 Weatherford, Texas 76086.  There will be a 
ceremony held on December 19, 2020 at Memory 
Gardens Cemetery on Hwy 180 at 11:00 a.m. at which 
time we will be placing the wreaths on the veteran’s 
graves.  Please make plans to attend. 

           Continued Next Column…. 
        

                     

Did you know that at American Legion Post 163, we 
provide free transportation to Veterans who are unable to 
drive for medical appointments? We provide this service to 
our Parker County veterans. We will take you to the VA 
Hospital in Dallas, the VA Clinic in Fort Worth or to any 
doctor’s office. Depending on the guidelines and 
restrictions passed down concerning COVID -19, we will try 
our best to take care of our veterans.  

We need volunteers drivers, with a valid Texas drivers 
license to help continue our transportation service to 
our veterans, 

For information and to schedule a ride contact Kevin 
Crawford, Jr call or text to 951-442-0985 or e-mail at 
kevzemail34@gmail.com.  If you would like to volunteer to 
be a driver contact Kevin Crawford, Jr.  

mailto:kevzemail34@gmail.com
mailto:kevzemail34@gmail.com
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    Sons of The American Legion 
(S.A.L) Squadron 163 

This year has been a year of challenges. Challenges for 
families, organizations and our nation. As we continue to 
move through this year, I encourage each one of you to 
reach out to our membership and let them know through it 
all, we stand united. The Parker County American Legion 
Family is stronger than ever and ready to get back to 
serving our veterans. 

SAL Squadron 163 exceeded our membership goal for 
2019-2020, and we are looking forward to even more 
growth for the 2020-2021 year. For any American Legion 
members who have male ancestors who served, I would 
encourage you to become a dual member in both 
branches of the American Legion family; and for those 
active SAL Squadron members, I would encourage each 
of us to seek out new members, to continue to grow our 
membership. 

It is my honor to serve as Commander for SAL Squadron 
163 this year. One thing that we have discussed in 
previous meetings is finding new and better ways we can 
serve both our veterans and our community. As our 
membership continues to grow, I would love to see the 
Squadron take on new initiatives to serve.  

Our membership meetings are on the first Tuesday night 
of the month at 6:00 pm, and we hope to soon return to 
having our SAL Burger Night on the first Friday night of the 
month in the canteen.  

If you have any questions contact Commander, Andy 
Browning at 214-304-0672 or Adjutant, Ron Chandler at 
817-223-8926. E-Mail us at ronpchandler@aol,com or like 
us on Facebook at Parker County American Legion Post 
163.  

Our mailing address is: 
SAL Commander 
PO Box 216  
Weatherford, TX, 76086. 

United We Stand, 

Andy Browning 
Commander, SAL Squadron 163 

This is a fundraising event for Fort Worth Officer Matt 
Brazeal, an Army veteran who served in Iraq. He was 
putting down stop sticks June 13 to stop a stolen car when 
the driver veered towards him, hitting him at a high rate of 
speed and dragging him underneath the vehicle. The 
proceeds will benefit Fort Worth Police Department Officer 
Matt Brazeal. If you are a golfer and interested in 
participating .... the information below is provided:  

Hosted by PATRIOTS UNITED FOR HEROES 

Charity Golf Scramble and Dinner 
September 26 

“I was only the servant of my country and had I, at any moment, failed 
to express her unflinching resolve to fight and conquer, I should at 
once have been rightly cast aside.”               

        - Winston Churchill - 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/winston-churchill-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/winston-churchill-quotes
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Labor Day- What It Means 

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of 
the labor movement and is dedicated to the social and 
economic achievements of American workers. It constitutes 
a yearly national tribute to the contributions workers have 
made to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our 
country. 

Labor Day Legislation 

The first governmental recognition came through municipal 
ordinances passed in 1885 and 1886. From these, a 
movement developed to secure state legislation. The first 
state bill was introduced into the New York legislature, but 
the first to become law was passed by Oregon on February 
21, 1887. During 1887, four more states – Colorado, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York – created the 
Labor Day holiday by legislative enactment. By the end of 
the decade Connecticut, Nebraska, and Pennsylvania had 
followed suit. By 1894, 23 more states had adopted the 
holiday, and on June 28, 1894, Congress passed an act 
making the first Monday in September of each year a legal 
holiday in the District of Columbia and the territories. 

Founder of Labor Day 

More than a century after the first Labor Day observance, 
there is still some doubt as to who first proposed the 
holiday for workers. 

Some records show that Peter J. McGuire, general 
secretary of the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
and a co-founder of the American Federation of Labor, was 
first in suggesting a day to honor those "who from rude 
nature have delved and carved all the grandeur we 
behold." 

But Peter McGuire's place in Labor Day history has not 
gone unchallenged. Many believe that Matthew Maguire, a 
machinist, not Peter McGuire, founded the holiday. Recent 
research seems to support the contention that Matthew 
Maguire, later the secretary of Local 344 of the 
International Association of Machinists in Paterson, N.J., 
proposed the holiday in 1882 while serving as secretary of 
the Central Labor Union in New York. What is clear is that 
the Central Labor Union adopted a Labor Day proposal and 
appointed a committee to plan a demonstration and picnic. 

       Continued Next Column…. 

The First Labor Day 

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, 
September 5, 1882, in New York City, in accordance with 
the plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor 
Union held its second Labor Day holiday just a year later, 
on September 5, 1883. 

By 1894, 23 more states had adopted the holiday, and on 
June 28, 1894, President Grover Cleveland signed a law 
making the first Monday in September of each year a 
national holiday. 

A Nationwide Holiday 

“The form that the observance and celebration of Labor 
Day should take was outlined in the first proposal of the 
holiday — a street parade to exhibit to the public "the 
strength and esprit de corps of the trade and labor 
organizations" of the community, followed by a festival for 
the recreation and amusement of the workers and their 
families. This became the pattern for the celebrations of 
Labor Day. Speeches by prominent men and women were 
introduced later, as more emphasis was placed upon the 
economic and civic significance of the holiday. Still later, by 
a resolution of the American Federation of Labor 
convention of 1909, the Sunday preceding Labor Day was 
adopted as Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual 
and educational aspects of the labor movement. 
The character of the Labor Day celebration has changed in 
recent years, especially in large industrial centers where 
mass displays and huge parades have proved a problem. 
This change, however, is more a shift in emphasis and 
medium of expression. Labor Day addresses by leading 
union officials, industrialists, educators, clerics, and 
government officials are given wide coverage in 
newspapers, radio, and television. 

The vital force of labor added materially to the highest 
standard of living and the greatest production the world has 
ever known and has brought us closer to the realization of 
our traditional ideals of economic and political democracy. 
It is appropriate, therefore, that the nation pays tribute on 
Labor Day to the creator of so much of the nation's 
strength, freedom, and leadership – the American worker. 

History of Labor Day
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"Sept. 11, 2001 seems destined to be the 
watershed event of our lives and the 
greatest test for our democracy in our 
lifetimes." 

          Lt Col Shelton F. Leskford 

History of Patriot Day  
- September 11 - 

On September 11, Patriot Day gives all of us time to reflect 
on the devastating terror attacks that took nearly 3,000 
lives. We commemorate those who we lost and give thanks 
to the brave first responders who put their lives on the line. 
Take a moment today to consider what we stand for as a 
nation and how we can work together to make the world a 
better place for all. 

It was a terrifying day when four planes were hijacked on 
September 11, 2001 (also known as nine-eleven). The 
hijackers flew three planes into iconic buildings: the 
Pentagon in Washington DC and the Twin Towers of the 
World Trade Center in New York. The fourth plane crashed 
in a field in Pennsylvania after the plane passengers fought 
the hijackers. Nobody is certain where it was supposed to 
crash, but some people believe it was headed for the White 
House, the U.S. Capitol, the Camp David presidential 
retreat in Maryland, or one of several nuclear power plants 
along the eastern seaboard. 

The impact of this attack was devastating. Around 3,000 
lives were lost between plane passengers, those in the 
buildings that were struck, and front-line workers trying to 
save people. It was the biggest act of terrorism ever in the 
United States. Since then, airplane security has become 
stricter in many countries as they attempt to avoid a future 
terrorist attack like nine-eleven.  

The majority of lives that were people that worked in the 
Twin Towers, especially the floors above the collision point 
as people were trapped and stranded at the top of the 
burning skyscraper. 411 men and women working in 
emergency services lost their lives trying to fight fires and 
rescue people from the buildings. It was a heartbreaking 
attack, which is why Patriot Day was proclaimed by 
President George W. Bush and is recognized every year on 
September 11.  

On Patriot Day, U.S. flags are lowered halfway, and there is 
a country-wide moment of silence at 8:46 am (Eastern 
Daylight Time), which is when the first plane crashed into 
one of the Twin Towers. Although the attacks were in the 
U.S., Patriot Day is recognized worldwide as the news 
devastated and impacted people all over.  

National POW/MIA Recognition Day is an observance that 
honors whose who were prisoners of war (POW) as well as 
those who are still missing in action (MIA). 

It is observed in the United States on the third Friday in 
September, in 2020 18th September. 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day was proclaimed by the 
United States Congress in 1998. It is one of the six national 
observances when the POW/MIA Flag can be flown. The 
other five observances are Armed Forces Day, Memorial 
Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, and Veterans Day. The 
POW/MIA flag was created by the National League of 
Families in 1972 and was officially recognized by the 
Congress in 1990. It is a symbol of concern about United 
States military personnel taken as POW or listed as MIA. 
The POW/MIA flag should be no larger than the United 
States flag. It is typically flown immediately below or 
adjacent to the national flag as second in the order of 
precedence. 

On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, the flag is flown 
on the grounds of major military installations, veterans 
memorials, government agencies, federal national 
cemeteries. 

In the armed forces, a single table and chair draped with 
the POW/MIA flag are displayed in mess halls and dining 
halls. Such installation symbolizes the hope for the return 
of these who are missing in action. 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day 
- September 18 - 
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Navy Celebrates 245 Year Birthday

The official Air Force Birthday is recognized as September 
18, 1947, which is the date of the passage of the National 
Security Act of 1947. That legislation created what would 
later become to known as the United States Department of 
Defense. This established the United States Air Force as a 
separate branch of military service. 

The 73rd Air Force Day will be celebrated on Friday, 
September 18, 2020. 

Before the creation of the Air Force, the military’s flying 
operations were handled by the U.S. Army on land and the 
Navy by sea. The history of this branch of service is an 
important part of the history of air power in the United 
States. Naturally, the Air Force birthday owes a great deal 
to Orville and Wilbur Wright who pioneered mechanized 
flight with their successful mission in 1903. 

But the Air Force also owes a great deal to Army pioneers 
who, roughly four years after the Wright Brothers’ triumph 
at Kitty Hawk, began experimenting with using air 
superiority to gain tactical advantages in combat.  

Air Force Celebrates 73 Year Birthday

A 13 October 1775 resolution of the Continental Congress 
established what is now the United States Navy with “a swift 
sailing vessel, to carry ten carriage guns, and a 
proportionable number of swivels, with eighty men, be fitted, 
with all possible despatch, for a cruise of three months….” 
After the American War of Independence, the U.S. 
Constitution empowered the new Congress “to provide and 
maintain a navy.” Acting on this authority, Congress 
established the Department of the Navy on 30 April 1798. 

In 1972, Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Elmo R. 
Zumwalt authorized official recognition of 13 October as the 
birthday of the U.S. Navy. Since then, each CNO has 
encouraged a Navy-wide celebration of this occasion “to 
enhance a greater appreciation of our Navy heritage, and to 
prov ide a pos i t ive in f luence toward pr ide and 
professionalism in the naval service.” 

13 October 2020 will mark the Navy's 245th Birthday. The 
central theme of this year's 245th birthday and heritage 
week will be "Victory at Sea," which encompasses the 
Navy's efforts in battle during World War II in the Pacific 
Theater.  
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“In any moment of decision, the best thing you 
can do is the right thing, the next best thing is the 
wrong thing, and the worst thing you can do is 
nothing.” 

                                      - Theodore Roosevelt -

The Japanese surrender on  
September 2, 1945 marked the end of World War II 

The Second World War was a “global War” 
that lasted from 1939-1945 

We salute the Survivors 
and the Memory of those who gave their life. 

      1st Vice Commander 
       Wendell M Pichon, CM

Parker County American Legion 
Post 163 Awards

Thank You, Parker County American Legion Post 163 
Members For Achieving 100% of Our Membership Goal For 
2019-2020 and for maintaining 90% of our member!!

Parker County American Legion Post 163 donated and 
raised a U.S. Flag at the home of World War II Marine 
veteran, Wayne Terwilliger.  Bret Watson, Post 163 Judge 
Advocate was honored to hoist a new flag.  Mr. Terwilliger 
was in Iwo Jima and witnessed the raising of the flag there. 
He came home to start playing baseball and signed with 
the Chicago Cubs.  

Parker County American Legion 
Hoist New Flag For WW II Vet

Japanese Surrender 75 Years Ago 
September 2, 1945
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Parker County American Legion Post Family  
Installation Of 2020-2021 Officers

Post 163 2020-2021 Leadership Team

Auxiliary Unit 163 2020-2021 Leadership Team
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Parker County American Legion Post Family  
Installation Of 2020-2021 Officers

Sons Squadron 163 2020-2021 Leadership Team
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Find Us on FACEBOOK: 
Parker County American Legion Post 163 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 163 
American Legion Riders Post 163 Weatherford Texas 

Parker County Veteran’ Memorial Park

The American Legion strives to promote a better 
understanding of the principles of democracy and to 
inculcate among all people a higher appreciation of the 
benefits of American citizenship. To serve the needs of all 
veterans and their families. To fulfill our commitment to 
community, state and nation.

Post 163 Times Editor: 
Dan Robertson 

Please submit all comments & questions to: 
American Legion Post 163 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 216  

Weatherford, TX 76086 
amlegionpost163@gmail.com. 

Visit Our Website! 
https://americanlegionpost163.com 

https://parkercountyamericanlegion.com 

Commander: Dan Robertson 817-706-8936 
1st Vice Cmdr: Wendell Pichon 817-847-8419 
2nd Vice Cmdr: Owen Raynel 915-276-5822 
Adjutant: Vaughn Oliver 817-550-6012 
Service Officer: John Hale 817-598-6153 

Sgt-at-Arms: Mark Young 682-262-1770 
Judge Advocate: Bret Watson 817-946-0906 
Chaplain: Jeffery Eaton 661-803-3763 
Historian: Kevin Crawford, Jr 851-442-0985 
Finance Officer: Tyler Watson 817-456-2043

Executive Committee:   
Larry Allen  817-253-1586  John Cobb 817-480-2182   Vacant - 

Post Officers for 2020/2021

The American Legion is the nation’s largest wartime 
veterans service organization founded on the values, 
contributions and sacrifices, of those who have answered 
the Nation’s call to arms, therefore we must: Respond to 
quality of life needs of all veterans and their families, 
prepare each generation to meet its citizenship obligations, 
maintain a strong national defense, perpetuate the 
principles of government embodied in the United States 
Constitution, be a values-based organization committed to 
serving God, country, community and every veteran today, 
tomorrow and throughout the 21st Century.

American Legion Mission Statement American Legion Vision Statement

mailto:amlegionpost163@gmail.com
mailto:amlegionpost163@gmail.com
https://americanlegionpost163.com
https://parkercountyamericanlegion.com
https://americanlegionpost163.com
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