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Shelter and Mental Health:  

doing more and doing better 
Learning event agenda 
 

 

Executive brief 

How can the Shelter and Settlements practitioners integrate mental health and psychosocial 

considerations into programming? 

 

On Thursday 20th May and Friday 28th May, 2021 The Centre for Development and Emergency 

Practice at Oxford Brookes University (CENDEP) and CARE International UK will convene 

practitioners and experts from humanitarian and development practice, policy and academia to 

explore the connections between humanitarian shelter assistance and mental health. We will explore 

how the shelter and settlements sector is already addressing these linkages, and how the sector can 

do more and do better.  

 

Learning event context 

Awareness of the many connections between shelter 

and physical and mental health is growing, yet there 

are large gaps in knowledge, particularly around mental 

health, which are often reflected in practice. The Global 

Shelter Cluster has made Shelter and Health one of its 

priority research areas. There is an appetite for learning 

more about these connections and increase 

understanding of the complexities surrounding mental 

health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) in shelter 

and settlements programming. Over the course of the 

learning event, we will explore the intersections 

between MHPSS, living conditions and Shelter and 

Settlements programming in a variety of crisis contexts, 

as shown on the diagram. 

 

Learning event format  

The event will be held virtually via Zoom (link available via the Eventbrite booking). There will be live 

captioning throughout the event. The event will be recorded, and the recording will be shared with 

participants after the event. We will endeavour to translate the English transcript soon after the event. 

 

The event will involve:  

• Presentations from keynote speakers  

• Short panel discussions  

• Case studies from practitioners  

• Breakout groups with interactive whiteboard facilities (on Day 2)  

Day 1:  

Thursday 20th May 2021 

14:00-17:00 BST 

 

Day 2:  

Friday 28th May 20201 

10:00-13:00 BST 
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