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BY ALYSSA KOGON
The Amenia Lions Club, Silo Ridge and The
Amenia-Wassaic Community Organization want
to make sure that every past and present member
of the armed forces that lives in the community
gets the recognition they deserve. With the
help of supporters, a first round of thoughtfully
designed banners honoring local Hometown
Heroes were printed and installed along the

Dutchess Veterans Ceremonies

READ MORE ON PAGE 4....

Photos submitted. File photos.

main roads in town. An unveiling ceremony on
October 16 at Fountain Square, included remarks
by Dutchess County Veterans Services Director
Adam Roche and Juan Torres, representing Silo
Ridge and the Amenia-Wassaic Community
Organization. Amenia Lions Club President
Laurie Hale additionally thanked all who served
and sacrificed to defend our country as well as
Continued on page 3 >>

IMPERATI INTENDS TO CONTINUE ANDERSON’S LEGACY
BY DEVAN T. BUGBEE
Following the passing of
Sheriff Butch Anderson, 14-year
Undersheriff Kirk Imperati has
assumed his mantle. It is uncertain
whether the Acting Sheriff will
remain in this position or if
Governor Hochul will appoint
someone in the coming months.
“The aim is to ensure that we
carry on the Sheriff’s legacy,”
Imperati says, “Sheriff Anderson
and I both prioritized helping the
people of Dutchess county. He
appointed me because I handle
my job professionally and know
how to respectfully deal with
people.”
Imperati has been involved
in law enforcement for 29 years,
starting right after he graduated
from Marist College where he
got his degree in criminal justice
with an emphasis on juvenile
justice.
He spent the first 15 years of his
law enforcement career in several
roles. “I started as a patrol officer,
then became a D.A.R.E Officer,”
he explains, “It was not long after
becoming a detective that Butch
appointed me to Undersheriff.”
Now as Acting Sheriff, he
states that his priorities are
continuing the modernization of
Dutchess’ Sheriff’s Department

and creating a “more diverse
workforce that accurately reflects
the demographics of Dutchess
County.”
“We
are
implementing
body cameras,” he describes
in the department’s plans of
modernization, “we are also,
as one of very few accredited
agencies, asked to review other
departments’ chokehold and
excessive force policies. We
make sure to serve the county in
the best and safest way.”
When asked what it means
to be an accredited agency,
he clarifies that “it means that
based on our performance, we
are set to a higher standard
of professionalism than other
departments may be.”
Imperati’s
position
may
not be permanent, however,
as Governor Hochul has the
authority to appoint someone
else to take charge until the next
Sheriff’s election. Last month
Dutchess County Executive Marc
Molinaro asked every mayor and
supervisor in Dutchess County
to sign a letter to Gov. Hochul
asking that Imperati’s position
be made permanent. Not a single
Democrat signed the letter,
underscoring the political nature

Publisher: Caroline M. Carey
carolinemcarey@thehudsonvalleynews.com

To advertise your local business:
advertising@thehudsonvalleynews.com

Executive Editor: Jim Langan
jimlangan@thehudsonvalleynews.com

Local news and Letters to the editor:
editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com

Hudson Valley News USPS #025248 is published
weekly on Wednesdays, 52 times per year by HV
News LLC, P.O. Box 268, Hyde Park, NY 12538.
Contributors: Heidi Johnson, Ray Oberly,
Periodical postage rate paid at Hyde Park, NY 12538
Dana Page, Jack Conklin, Joash Ward, Alyssa and at additional mailing offices.

Production Director: Sara Capozzoli
production@thehudsonvalleynews.com

Kogon and Paula E. Young

Postmaster: Send address changes to: Hudson Valley News, P.O. Box 268, Hyde Park, NY 12538.
Local news is in your hands. Email your stories and tips to editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com.
Deadline for publication is midnight on Mondays.

The late Sheriff Butch Anderson and Undersheriff Kirk Imperati. File photo.

of the appointment. It should
be noted that the late Sheriff
Anderson was always a top
vote getter in Dutchess County
indicating he and his team were
highly valued by residents.
In the wake of potentially
being substituted for political
reasons, Imperati makes it clear
that “though it is an elected
position, so there’s always some
politics involved, my job is to
help everyone unconditionally.
My job is to protect the county
and make decisions in the best
interest of everybody." He ends
this thought with, “Over my 29
years, I have been known to reach
across the aisle.”
If a replacement was to
happen, Imperati’s main concern
is that someone who did not work
as closely with Sheriff Anderson
might not have as tight a grasp on
county projects. “We’re really
hoping she doesn’t [appoint
someone else],” says Imperati,
“aside from the modernization
that Butch started, we’re
undergoing a jail construction
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project and we need consistency.”
The Dutchess County Jail
project was approved in 2016
under the agency of Sheriff
Anderson, which Imperati was
a part of. Imperati was also part
of Anderson’s agency during
the construction of the law
enforcement center which he
states, “was completed on time
despite being underbudgeted.”
When asked if he would
consider running for the position,
replaced or not, he said, “Yes, I
would consider running. I want to
improve on what we have, as well
as continue Butch’s legacy of
treating everyone fairly. The goal
is to protect Dutchess County
through modernization and field
intelligence-based policing.”
It is uncertain whether Hochul
will honor Sheriff Anderson’s
desire to be succeeded by his
undersheriff, but residents of
Dutchess County can be assured
that there are people in the
Sheriff’s Department who are
watching Hochul carefully.

HOMETOWN HEROS

<< Continued from page 1
those that helped to defray the
costs of the initiative.
With the banners now in
place, the coalition is hoping
to have a second run of
banners for this living tribute.
Any service member, past or
present, who has at one time
resided in the Town of Amenia
is eligible for the honor. The
cost of each banner is $175.
Each flag proudly displays a
picture of the serviceman or
woman, their branch of service,
the era in which they served,

and medals they received.
Veterans as far back as the
Civil War are included. If you
or someone you know are
interested in having this honor
produced, you may write to
ameniahometownhero@gmail.
com.
Created
to
empower
communities to honor the
service and sacrifice of their
local
military
veterans,
Hometown Heroes’ banners can
be found throughout the country.
In nearby Dover Plains, the
Hometown Heroes program is
overseen by the VFW Post 544

Amenia/Dover Plains.
Post
Commander Madison Fletcher
says the banners are currently
being put up in town, with more
to come next weekend.
If any resident would like
to apply for the Hometown
Heroes Project in Dover they
can contact Fletcher directly at
845-546-6642 for the next order
which will be put through in
February of 2022. Additionally,
the VFW, which services both
Amenia and Dover, has planned
a special Veterans Day Service
in Amenia on November 11th
at Fountain Square. The event

starts at 11:00 a.m. and all are
invited to give thanks to all who
served or are serving.
Former
Amenia
Town
Supervisor Wayne Euvrard
perhaps said it best during the
Amenia unveiling event when
he stated, “A veteran is a person
who would lay down his life for
his country. A veteran is one
who is well-deserving of our
love and our prayers 365 days
out of the year.” The Hudson
Valley News would like to thank
all who served and continue
to do so on what is the most
important day of the year.

HALLOWEEN PHOTOS!

Town of Amenia Trunk or Treat.
Haunted Hamlet event in Wassaic. Photo by Danielle Klebes

Haunted Hamlet event in Wassaic. Photo by Danielle Klebes

Haunted Hamlet event in Wassaic. Photo by Danielle Klebes
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HARLEM VALLEY ARRESTED DEVELOPMENTS
· On October 29, deputiesr
responded to 278 Sawchuck
Road in Northeast for a reported
past occurred burglary. The
caller reported that a ladder
and wheel barrow had been
taken from the residence. The
investigation is ongoing.

in Pine Plains for a report of three
lost hikers. The hikers were able
to contact Dutchess County 911
who in turn were able to capture
their coordinates. Deputies and
members of Pine Plains Fire
· On October 24, deputies Department were able to locate
responded to Stissing Mountain the hikers and assist them off the
· On October 25, deputies
responded to Ingersoll Auto on
Route 22 in the Town of Pawling
for a report of two stolen license
plates.

mountain without incident.
PLEASE NOTE: All subjects
arrested and charged are alleged
to have committed the crime and
are presumed innocent until
proven guilty and are to appear
in local courts at a later date.

SLATE OF LOCAL VETERANS DAYS EVENTS

BY HV NEWS STAFF
Dutchess County Executive
Marc. Molinaro and Adam
Roche, director the Dutchess
County Division of Veterans’
Services, encourage residents
to attend the county’s Veterans
Day ceremony at the Dutchess
County War Memorial on
Thursday, November 11 at 11
a.m. The Dutchess County War
Memorial is located at John
K. Rinaldi Memorial Park at
the intersection of Raymond
Avenue and Main Street in the
Town of Poughkeepsie.
Veterans Day is a national
holiday intended to be a
celebration to honor America's
veterans for their patriotism,
love of country and willingness
to serve and sacrifice for
the common good. Local
municipalities
throughout
Dutchess County will also host
Veterans Day ceremonies to
honor and remember those who
sacrificed so much.
Molinaro said, “With all that
goes on in our busy lives, it is
important to stop and honor
the men and women who for
generations have protected our
nation and safeguarded our
freedom. They have sacrificed
tremendously so that we don’t
have to. We urge Dutchess
County residents to attend our
Veterans Day commemoration

at the Dutchess County War
Memorial, or one of the
many events throughout our
community.
Keeping
the
tradition of Veterans Day alive
and taking to time to honor and
remember all veterans have
done is of upmost importance.”
Dutchess
County
will
continue support of veterans
with “Operation Green Light,”
an initiative created by the
New York State Association of
Counties, the New York State
County Executives Association
the New York State County
Veteran
Service
Officers'
Association and the 62 counties
of New York State. The
initiative asks New Yorkers to
change one light in their home
or business to green and calls
on government partners across
the state to illuminate municipal
buildings and assets green
during the week of Veterans
Day to publicly recognize and
thank veterans for all their
service to the country. Dutchess
County will join “Operation
Green Light” and illuminate the
County Office Building in the
City of Poughkeepsie in green
lights from November 7 - 13.
Additionally,
Veterans’
Services has reached out to local
municipalities and community
organizations and has compiled

a listing of events taking place
on or around Veterans Day.
Residents should check with
event organizers to be aware
of COVID-19 precautionary
guidelines for the event.
2021 Veterans Day
Community Observances
Amenia: T h u r s d a y ,
November 11, 2021, 11 a.m.
Square War Memorial, 4958
Route 22, Amenia.
Hosted
by VFW Post #5444 and town
Officials.
Millerton: (Including Town
of North East) on
Thursday,
November 11, 2021, 11 a.m.
Ceremony at Veterans Park,
intersection of Main Street and
Dutchess Avenue. Hosted by
Millerton American Legion
Post #178
Red Hook: T h u r s d a y ,
November 11, 2021, 6 p.m.
Ceremony location is the
Veterans Memorial Park, North
Broadway. Hosted by: Veterans
of Foreign Wars Post #7765.
Rhinebeck:
Thursday,
November 11, 2021, 11 a.m.
Ceremony Location is the
Dough Boy Statue across from
the Fire Department, East
Market Street, then to Rhinebeck
Cemetery, corner of Route 9
South and Mill Road. Hosted
by the Women’s Auxiliary &
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Montgomery American Legion
Post #429.
Town of Fishkill: Thursday,
November 11, 2021, 11 a.m.
Town of Fishkill War Memorial.
Hosted by theTown of Fishkill
Pine
Plains:
Thursday,
November 11, 2021, 11 a.m.
at the American Legion Hall, 9
North Main Street, Pine Plains.
Hosted by the
VFW Post
#5519 and AL Post #426.
Town of Poughkeepsie:
Thursday,
November
11,
2021, 11 a.m.
Laying of
Wreath: Dutchess County War
Memorial, Raymond Avenue
and Main Street. Hosted by the
Dutchess County Veterans’
Services.
Tivoli:
T h u r s d a y,
November 11, 2021, 11 a.m.
Ceremony Location: Legion
Post #524, 88 Broadway, Tivoli.
Hosted by the
Harris
Smith American Legion Post
#524.
Village of Wappingers Falls:
Thursday,
November
11, 2021, 11 a.m.
Ceremony
location:
Major Joseph
McDonald MIA/POW Park,
East Main Street, Wappingers.
Hosted by the J.M. Goring WM.
Hurtz American Legion Post
#427 & VFW Post #5913.

ATTORNEY GENERAL JAMES JOINS
CROWDED FIELD FOR GOVERNOR
BY HV NEWS STAFF
It appears Gov. Kathy Hochul
is going to have lots of company
in next year’s gubernatorial
primary. Fellow Democrat and the
woman who brought sex charges
against Andrew Cuomo, Letitia
James, has now conveniently
decided to run for what is in
essence an open seat. At the
time, Cuomo accused Attorney
General James of conducting a
political investigation with the
intention of running herself. He
might well have been telling the
truth on that aspect of the case.
James is a former New York
City Public Advocate with a law
degree from Howard University.
The Public Advocate position
has been used as a springboard
for higher office by Bill de
Blasio, James and most recently,
by Jumaane Williams who also
announced for the Democratic
gubernatorial nomination last
week. The Public Advocate

carries absolutely no specific
duties but has provided a
number of politicians a soapbox
from which they furthered their
careers.
Both James and Williams are
products of New York City and
are counting on the predictably
downstate minority vote to
propel them past Buffalo native
Kathy Hochul. New York State
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli
is also expected to toss his hat in
the ring as well early next year.
On the Republican side, the
party seems to be coalescing
around Congressman Lee Zeldin
who seems to have a clear field
ahead with the announcement
that Dutchess County Executive
Marc Molinaro is running for
Congress.
The clear frontrunners thus far
are the campaign consultants and
the political pollsters. It should
be a bumpy ride.

Statement from NYGOP
Chairman Nick Langworthy

be damned. The truth is, it doesn’t
matter which Democrat runs for
governor as next year’s election
“Tish James is a radical left will be a referendum on their 15
ideologue who has used her years of destruction to our state
power to politicize the office, just thanks to their pro-criminal,
like the last two attorneys general socialist agenda. New Yorkers
turned governors who resigned are ready to usher in a new era
in disgrace. When it suited her of change and common sense
needs, she turned a blind eye to that can only be achieved with a
Cuomo’s unethical behavior and Republican governor.”
corruption-- New York taxpayers

ITS OKAY TO TALK BACK TO US.
Email your Letter to the Editor to editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com. Find us on Facebook at
Facebook.com/HudsonValleyNews. Deadline for publication is 12 p.m. on Monday.

saving thousands of lies so they
began criticizing the speed and
fairness of the vaccine rollout.
OPINION
Upon their election, Biden and
USUALLY RIGHT Co. changed their tune and began
BY JIM LANGAN
taking credit for the dramatic decline in COVID cases.
THE GREAT VACCINE
But by then the damage was
DEBATE CONTINUES done in many communities. HarIt seems like 100 years ago ris’s initial denunciation of the
when COVID was at its peak and vaccine was and still is being takthere didn’t appear to be anything en seriously in the minority comof substance we could do about munity. This week we’re dealing
it. President Trump and his team with first responders who are rewere giving daily press confer- fusing to take the vaccine even if
ences to a worried nation and it costs them their jobs. Remempeople actually thought Dr. Fauci ber these are the men and women
knew what he was talking about. who normally go to great lengths
Then President Trump launched to maintain our safety yet they
Operation Warp Speed, an effort won’t take a shot. That’s insane.
I’m old enough to remember
to hasten the development of a
vaccine by modifying or elimi- lining up in my grade school cafnating some of the legal obstacles eteria to receive the Salk vaccine
that make approving a new drug which in essence eliminated polio. People were
so slow and compli“…people
actually
grateful and Salk
cated.
Not long after came thought Dr. Fauci received every acword that three of our knew what he was colade in the world.
will guarantee you
nation’s most prestitalking about.” Ibefore
this is over
gious pharma companies had developed vaccines to Biden will be the one taking a
insulate America from the dead- bow in Oslo not Trump or the
ly virus. Good news, right? Not scientists who made the vaccine
if you were a Democrat running happen.
Yet here we are arguing over
for president as were Joe Biden
and Kamala Harris. Both went credit for the lives saved not the
immediately on the record as op- efficacy of the vaccine. But as
posing the vaccines because they former Bill Clinton Chief of Staff
famously
had been developed under Don- Rahm Emmanuel,
ald Trump. The fact that there is said, “never waste a good crisis.”
no evidence that Trump was spot- You might notice that Democrats
ted in the White House basement are moving on to the climate
with his high school chemistry kit change crisis now that all those
whipping up a batch of vaccine COVID numbers have plunged
was of little concern to the Dem- in red states. That’s because cliocrats determined to leverage the mate change isn’t easy to prove
skepticism for their own political or disprove. Whether it’s unusually warm, cold, wet or stormy,
advantage.
And then another miracle hap- the left points to climate change.
pened. Joe Biden got the nomi- Others simply claim it’s weather
nation and named Kamals Harris and the earth goes through cycles.
as his VP candidate. Well, Dem- Of course, if there is a catastrophocrats certainly didn’t want to ic climate change coming we’ll
run against a guy who might be all miss it because we’ll be dead.
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By the time you read this we
should know how badly Terry McAuliffe lost in Virginia or will we? He’s already
hired a team of former Hillary Clinton lawyers to chal- •
lenge the results if he loses.
I’m guessing voter suppression and systemic racism
will be the cry.
It does seem odd that no
one has charged Cuomo
for anything regarding all
those COVID nursing home
deaths. Let’s hope those victim’s families sue him in civil court for everything he’s
got. Go Janice Dean.
It looks like we’ll have to •
wait until Nov. 17th for the
“Andrew Cuomo in handcuffs” photo. That’s when
the disgraced former governor will have to turn himself
in on sex charges upstate.
Might want to hold the turkey breast at the Cuomo
Thanksgiving dinner.
You’ll be happy to know the
Biden administration just issued the first U.S. passport •

allowing someone to identify
as Gender X. We’ll assume
they won’t be traveling to
Iraq or Saudi Arabia.
It’s also good to know Clueless Joe is suggesting that
illegal immigrants separated from their children under •
Trump may be entitled to
$450,000 in “reparations.”
That’s more than 9/11 victims and service members
killed in action receive. If
you think that conga line of
illegals from Central America is long now, wait until
they hear how much they’ll
get paid for breaking the law.
Fishkill Assemblyman Kieran Lalor has announced he •
won’t seek re-election next
year. It’s not surprising given he’s been a shrill, grandstanding Republican in a
very Democratic Assembly
and couldn’t get a bill out of
committee. Now he’ll be free
to blather all he wants on that •
hideous Joe Piscopo radio
show.
Millbrook resident Donald
Trump Jr.
took a cheap
shot at Alec
Baldwin by
hawking a
tee-shirt that
says, “Guns
don’t
kill
people, Alec
Baldwin
kills
people.” Baldwin is a first

class jerk but a woman did
die.
We had someone inquire
what was going on with
that Japanese sake joint in
Hyde Park. We don’t know
why it’s taking so long but
they built a ShopRite and a
Burger King down the road •
in Poughkeepsie in a fraction
of the time. And Hyde Park
wonders why they can’t attract new business. Can you
say planning board?
I’m not the world’s greatest
Catholic but I never thought •
I’d see the day when the Pope
told “devout” Joe Biden it
was OK by him if Joe took
communion in spite of his
pro-abortion position.
We received flowers from a
very chic florist in Kingston
called “Hops Petunia.” Not
only were the less than im-
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pressive flowers dead in two
days, they don’t answer their
phone or email. They were
ordered online by a friend
who read about them in the
New York Times. Yet another reason I avoid America’s
Pravda.
Congratulations to the FDR
High School girls running
team for winning the MHAL
cross country championship.
Ashleigh Villano won the individual championship. Well
done all.
Finally, groundbreaking comedian Mort Sahl died last
week at 94. He was George
Carlin and Andrew Dice
Clay before they were born.
A funny, sardonic man if
there ever was one. I met
him backstage years ago and
he made Jackie Mason look
like a pussycat.

A TASTE OF FALL

HOUSE
of the
WEEK

BY CAROLINE CAREY

6460 Montgomery Street, Rhinebeck

This
gracious
1910
Rhinebeck
Village home has
been
completely
renovated from top to
bottom. The original
architectural features
have been preserved:
high ceilings, big
windows, beautiful
oak floors, an oak
staircase which is
open to the third
floor and the generous moldings
throughout. The main floor is
organized around the center hall.
The chef's kitchen
flows into the dining
room which shares a
double-sided fireplace
with the living room.
Across the hall you
have the music room
and the oak staircase.
The lower level has
a family room, guest
bedroom and full bath.
The second floor has
three to four bed rooms, including

$1,688,000

a master suite and additional full
bath. The top floor is one large
As the weather cools, it is time to turn the stove back on. And
open room with a soaring ceiling this is a delicious and easy fall side dish or vegetarian entrée. It is
perfect as a learning or work quick and easy to make but the results are rather luxurious.
The result is similar to risotto but orzo is much more forgiving
than constantly adding in and stirring Arborio rice and broth. Once
you have made this once you will find yourself making it all the
time. Sometimes I double the amount of mushrooms. And feel
free to experiment with other vegetables or adding in fresh herbs.
Welcome back hardy food!

MUSHROOM ORZO
space.
The spacious backyard with an
established vegetable
garden has more than
enough room to add
a future pool, patio,
outdoor fireplace, and
for all kinds of outdoor
activities. Walk to all
Rhinebeck Village has
to offer.

Melt the butter in a pan over
medium heat. Stir in the onion and
mushrooms, and cook until golden
brown. Add broth to the pan and
bring to a boil. Stir in orzo and
return broth to a boil. Cover pot
and reduce heat to simmer. Cook
15 minutes, stirring occasionally,
or until liquid is absorbed and
pasta tender. Remove lid and stir
in cheese. Season with salt and
pepper to taste.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

INGREDIENTS

2 tablespoons butter
1/2 onion, chopped
1cup sliced mushrooms
2 cups uncooked orzo
pasta
2 cans (14 ounce) of chicken
or beef broth
½ cup grated Parmesan
cheese
salt and pepper, to taste
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HUNDREDS SHOW UP FOR VETS APPRECIATION DINNERS
BY HV NEWS STAFF
Hundreds of local veterans
and their guests recently received
a free pasta dinner and access to
important community resources
at a series of drive-thru appreciation events hosted by Senator Sue
Serino and Mental Health America of Dutchess County’s Vet2Vet
Program. This year’s dinners were
served at the American Legion
Post 178 in Millerton and VFW
Post 170 in Poughkeepsie. In total, over 375 meals were served
between the two events to veterans and their guests.
“Our veterans have made
tremendous sacrifices for our
country, and our community, and
these dinners have always been
a small way for us to say ‘thank
you,’ and remind them that they
are a part of an incredibly grateful
community” said Senator Sue
Serino. “These pasta dinners also
give us the opportunity to connect
veterans from across Dutchess
with the local Vet2Vet Program
and introduce them to the many
resources available to help them
thrive here in our community. I
thank both the American Legion
in Millerton and the VFW in
Poughkeepsie for generously
hosting these events, and I extend

the same to our team of dedicated
volunteers for all that they do to
make these events a success, and
for joining us in showing our
full gratitude and support for our
local heroes.”
Adam Roche, director of
the Dutchess County Division
of Veterans Services said,
“Senator Serino has greatly
impacted the lives of local
veterans, particularly through
her continued support of the
Joseph P. Dwyer Veterans Peerto-Peer Support Program. This
great event allows our office to
interact with local veterans and
inform them on all the resources
and services Dutchess County has
to offer them due to their service.
These veterans have sacrificed
so much for the residents of this
Country, and it is our duty to
make sure they are taken care of
in return.”
Anthony Kavouras, program
manager of Mental Health
America of Dutchess County
Vet2Vet said, “I am proud to be a
part of these Veteran Appreciation
Pasta Dinners. The response
for this year’s events have been
amazing. It shows that Dutchess
County Veterans are engaged with

the community. This is just a little
“thank you” for their service and
a chance for the Senator, myself
and the county’s VSO to meet
and greet our wonderful Dutchess
County Veterans.”
Carl LoFaro, Community
Engagement and Partnership
Coordinator
for
Suicide
Prevention at the Veterans Affairs
(VA) Hudson Valley Health
Care System was also present
on Sunday, October 24th’s
dinner to discuss resources and
services offered through the VA
and the work they are doing to
decrease veteran suicide rates
across the local
c o m m u n i t y.
Adam Nowik
and
Bob
Monaco, both
retired members
of the Dutchess
County Sheriff’s
Office,
once
again brought
t o g e t h e r
their team of
community
volunteers
to
generously
prepare
the

Pasta dinner organizers and volunteers with Senator Serino. Photos submitted.
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Adam Nowik preparing a dinner.

dinners, as they have done each
year in support of these important
events.
These dinners are made
possible through the Mental
Health America of Dutchess
County Vet2Vet Program, which
was established locally after
Senator Serino secured funding
in the state’s budget to expand
the Joseph P. Dwyer Veterans
Peer Support Program. Through
a unique peer-to-peer model,
the Vet2Vet Program offers a
non-clinical approach to helping
veterans struggling with PTSD,
TBI, or other mental health issues.
Those who were unable to attend
the dinners, but are interested in
learning more about the program,
can contact Anthony Kavouras,
Program Manager, at 845-4732500 ext. 1364. Senator Serino
and Vet2Vet have partnered to host
at least two of these appreciation
dinners each year since 2015.
To learn more about these
events, or to find out how to
volunteer in the future, please
contact Senator Serino’s Hyde
Park Office at 845-229-0106 or
serino@nysenate.gov.

those will continue to be available
as well. To reserve your date for
these free presentations, contact
News for Seniors, Their
OFA Outreach Coordinator Brian
Families and Caregivers
Jones at bjones@dutchessny.gov
BY TODD N. TANCREDI
or 845-486-2544.
NEW OFA PRESENTATIONS
OFA’s Nutrition Services diviAVAILABLE FOR YOUR
sion also hosts regular presentaGROUP
tions, with new topics covered evWith colder weather coming, ery month. For more information,
the Office for the Aging is making contact OFA Nutrition Services
two new presentations available Coordinator Nimesh Bhargava at
for seniors’ organizations and care- nbhargava@dutchessny.gov
or
giver groups throughout Dutchess 845-486-2545.
County.
Besides our popular SuccessFREE MEDICARE CLASSES
ful Aging, Scam Prevention and
AVAILABLE IN NOVEMBER
Medicare 101 presentations, we
Medicare’s annual Open Ennow offer presentations on Tech- rollment period ends on Decemnology for Older Adults, as well ber 7th. Even if you’re happy with
as a seasonally-appropriate presen- your Medicare arrangements for
tation covering the Home Energy 2021, it’s worth checking to be
Assistance Program and how it can sure that your coverage will meet
help heat the homes of qualifying your needs in 2022.
seniors this winter.
The Office for the Aging offers
If your group isn’t meeting in free, unbiased, non-sales-orientperson yet, but can host a remote ed “Medicare 101” and Medicare
presentation, it is possible for OFA website navigation classes yearto be there remotely. If your group round, with extra classes added
prefers in-person presentations, during Open Enrollment season.

GOLDEN LIVING

To reserve a space in a class, call
the Office for the Aging unless
otherwise indicated below. Here’s
what’s coming up in November:
Monday, November 8, 6:30 p.m.
– Navigating the Medicare Website, at Adriance Memorial Library
(93 Market Street, Poughkeepsie);
to register, call 845-485-3445 extension 3380 or email dminnerly@
poklib.org
Tuesday, November 9, 11 a.m.
- Medicare 101 at Poughkeepsie Senior Friendship Center, 114
Delafield Street, Poughkeepsie; to
register, call 845-486-2564.
Wednesday, November 10, 1
p.m. – Medicare 101 at Dover
Plains Library, 1797 Route 22,
Wingdale (at the intersection of
Dutchess County Route 21)
Wednesday, November 17, 10
a.m. – Medicare 101 at Poughkeepsie Galleria Community Room
(2001 South Road, Poughkeepsie)
Monday, November 22, 4 p.m.
– Medicare 101 at the Pavilion
at Brookmeade, 34 Brookmeade
Drive Wednesday, November 24,
9:30 a.m. – Navigating the Medi-

care Website, at Adriance Memorial Library (93 Market Street,
Poughkeepsie); to register, call
845-485-3445 extension 3380 or
email dminnerly@poklib.org
Visit dutchessny.gov for a complete schedule of OFA events.
SENIOR LEGAL
CLASS NEXT WEEK
OFA will present a "Senior Legal Class" on Wednesday, November 10 at the East Fishkill Senior
Friendship Center, 890 Route 82
in Hopewell Junction, with attorney Paul Weinberger. Learn about
powers of attorney, wills, health
care proxies and more.
Space is limited, so register in
advance by calling OFA at 845486-2555.
Golden Living is prepared by
the Dutchess County Office for
the Aging, 114 Delafield Street,
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601,
telephone 845-486-2555, email:
ofa@dutchessny.gov
website:
www.dutchessny.gov/aging.

ACTIVE COVID-19 CASES IN DUTCHESS DECREASING

BY HV NEWS STAFF
In a four-day stretch, the
number of active cases of
COVID-19 in Dutchess County
decreased by more than 100, and
the number of new confirmed
cases was less than 100.
The totals are a sharp
continuation of the county’s
recovery from a late summer
surge in infections, which

continued into the start of the
school year.
The decline also comes in
advance of the holiday season
which, last year, saw a sharp
increase in infections beginning
just after Halloween, amid social
gatherings held, predominantly,
indoors.
There were 447 active

ITS OKAY TO TALK BACK TO US.
Email your Letter to the Editor to editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com.

COVID-19 cases in the county as
of Tuesday, the most recent day
for which the county shared data
on its online dashboard. That’s
down from 551 on Friday, and
there were 88 new confirmed
cases in the stretch.
The
seven-day
average
positivity rate in the county
Tuesday was 2.16%, the lowest
it’s been since the end of July.
The rate was as low as 0.2% in
late June, when the state removed
most restrictions on mask use in
indoor public places and social
distancing, and the delta variant’s
spread increased.
The number of residents
hospitalized with the virus
numbered 28 Tuesday, the highest
it’s been since October 12.

As of Tuesday, 68.1% of
Dutchess residents had received
at least one dose and 61.2% were
fully inoculated.
However, the county is on
pace for October to see the fewest
residents receive a first dose, with
roughly 4,200 having taken one
in the first 26 days. Across the
state, 73.7% of residents have
received at least one dose and
66.3% are fully vaccinated.
The county offers vaccines
Monday through Friday from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Family
Partnership Center at 29 North
Hamilton Street in Poughkeepsie.
Vaccines are also readily
available at many pharmacies
around the county.
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BY ALYSSA KOGON
· Kudos to Deanna Mancuso
and her Lucky Orphans Horse
Rescue team for pulling off a
grand 1920s themed gala. Despite
losing their original venue and
having several caterers pull out
at the last minute, LOHR showed
guests a rip roaring good time.
Most attendees came dressed
as anything from flappers to
mobsters with a Charlie Chaplin
look alike thrown in for good
measure. County Executive Marc
Molinaro was honored at the event
for his service to the community.
Molinaro himself donned a 1920s
suited look for the occasion. Swag
bags included a cigar and some
post prohibition libations. A good
time was had by all.

AROUND THE OBLONG
would like to donate books, please Each session
visit the same website, www. lasts about an
lfldoverplains.com.
hour and the
cost is $15 per
· This Sunday, November 7, the child. During
Town of Dover Historical Society the Jam, song,
will hold an Art Show and Sale at dance
and
the Tabor Wing House. Wine and kid friendly
cheese will accompany the artistic instruments
offerings. Admission is free with keep
the
the gallery open from 2:00 p.m. group happy
until 4:00 p.m. The Tabor Wing and occupied.
House is located at 3128 Route 22 W e a t h e r
in Dover Plains.
permitting,
the class is
· Local residents who would held outside.
like to support a full service Get ready to
Sharon Hospital may gather on hokey pokey!
Saturday, November 6 at the
Sharon Town Green. Local and
· With the holiday season
quickly approaching, many local
families may find themselves
without the means to provide a
special meal. Millerton’s Sunday
in the Country Food Drive to the
rescue. The 501(c)3 non-profit
was first established in 1992
when they delivered two turkeys
to those in need. Years later,
the pantry is still going strong
feeding thousands of families
in the tri-state region, including
Wassaic and Amenia. Sunday in
the Country Food Drive collects

Deanna Mancuso and Marc Molinaro. Photos submitted.

· The Little Free Library of
Dover Plains is sponsoring several
children for the holidays. Sets of
books will be distributed to local
families in need for their winter
holiday celebration.
If your
child would enjoy this, please
visit their website and fill out a
simple application. There is no
judging involved, but the group
needs to know reading levels and
preferences for the gifts. If you

state representatives will discuss
why the hospital is essential to
the community. Petitions will be
circulated to anyone interested
during this time. The event starts
at 3:00 p.m. sharp.
· The Music Cellar in Millerton
has a fantastic opportunity for the
preschool set. On Wednesday
mornings at 10:00 a.m., wee ones
can join in their Toddler Jam.
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Halloween fun at Maplebrook School.

funds to provide local food
pantries with holiday food basket
supplies. Along with turkeys,
they also supply dry goods
providing families with food for
multiple meals. If you would like
to receive a basket or donate to
others, please visit their web page
at www.sundayinthecountry.org.
As a lovely side note, Maplebrook
School’s Halloween Spooktacular
raised $1,000 for the charity.
· Girl Scouts of the Harlem
Valley will be collecting items for
United For The Troops, starting
1November 11
and going through
1November 21.
The troop will
have bins at
Dollar General
in Amenia and
Dover.
Please
reach out if you
would like to
drop goodies off
for our troops.
The scouts will
also have in
person drop off
events, so stay
tuned.

Toddler Jam at the Music Cellar in Millerton.

around town

BY HEIDI JOHNSON

The weather was fabulous for
Halloween this past weekend,
and I have very much enjoyed
seeing photos of the many events
that were held locally. The Stanford Recreation Trunk or Treat
was a hoot and provided loads of
fun and sweets for the kids. We
are truly blessed to have such a
wonderful Recreation Commission which sponsors delightful
events for all residents, but especially for the young folks. Thank
you to all who decorated cars and
to the volunteers who organized
this fun event.

tion is just $12
and will include
spaghetti, meatballs, side salad,
roll with butter
and homemade
cookies for dessert. Come on
down and support our students. Reservations are a must
– please call
Ryan Orton at
845-868-7869.

Works was so successful that
Pine Plains Presbyterian
the Stanford Library wondered
Church Turkey Dinner
if a Scrabble game night would
The Pine Plains Presbyterian be welcome. There was suffiChurch will be hosting a Turkey cient response to their survey to
Dinner on Saturday, November start a monthly group. Starting
16 with takeout meals available this week, the monthly Scrabble
from 4 to 6:30 p.m. Tickets are games will be held on the first
just $16. Please call 518-398- Monday of every month from 6
Fundraiser for
7117 for reservations. These to 8 p.m. Come play for fun or to
High School Travel Club
guys do a bang-up job on this practice for the next tourney!
Our Stanford Grange is help- dinner…don’t miss it!
For more information or to reging the Stissing Mountain Junior/
ister for library programs, please
Senior High School Travel Club
Stanford Library
call 845-868-1341 or email stanraise funds for their trip to the
Upcoming Events
fordlibrary@optonline.net
Galapagos Islands in the SumNature in Winter – Tuesday,
mer of 2022. The Grange will November 16 at 10 a.m. There
‘A Gentleman’s Guide to
hold a Spaghetti and Meatballs is a beauty in winter that might
Love and Murder’ at
Dinner this coming Monday, escape us in the summer when
Rhinebeck Center
November 8 with takeout meals leaves and flowers take our attenUp in One Productions is
available from 5 to 7 p.m. Dona- tion. Learn about winter trees, thrilled to present “A Gentleshrubs, vines and man's Guide to Love and Murplants that have spe- der,” directed and choreographed
cial characteristics. by Kevin Archambault. Book and
Presented by Johan- lyrics by Robert L. Freedman,
na Tomick, Master music and lyrics by Steven LutGardener Volunteer vak. Music directors are Lynne
at Cornell Cooper- Czajka and Cheryl B. Engelative Extension of hardt, and the producer is Diana
Dutchess
County. di Grandi.
Please email for this
When the low-born Monty
free Zoom class to Navarro finds out that he’s eighth
stanfordlibrary@op- in line for an earldom in the lofty
tonline.net
D’Ysquith family, he figures his
Monthly Scrabble chances of outliving his predecesGame Nights– The sors are slight and sets off down
Scrabble Tournament a ghoulish path. Can he knock off
held a few months his unsuspecting relatives withScenes from the Stanford Recreation Trunk or Treat event
at
Bangall- out being caught and become
Photos submitted. ago

the ninth Earl of Highhurst? And
what of love because murder isn’t
the only thing on Monty’s mind.
Winner of four 2014 Tony
Awards including Best Musical
and Best Book,” A Gentleman's
Guide to Love and Murder” is a
murderous romp filled with unforgettable music and non-stop
laughs as the doomed heirs meet
their ends in the most creative
and side-splitting ways.
It stars Emily Boone, Erin
Hebert, Peter Kiewra, Michael
Koutelos, Amy LeBlanc, Ory Lopez, Melissa Matthews, Emma
Morcone, Thomas Netter, Duane
Joseph Olson and Gianna Tucci.
I worked on the costume production team for this show and
will be helping with backstage/
tech. The cast includes some of
the most talented actors this area
has to offer, and has anything
Kevin Archambault directed ever
been anything but stellar? Check
it out…
Tickets are $27 and available
online at centerforperformingarts.org. Shows are November 5
– 21, Friday/Saturday at 8 p.m.,
Sunday at 3 p.m.
See you next week!
Heidi Johnson can be
reached at 845-392-4348 or
heidij08751@gmail.com.
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6411 Montgomery Street,
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-876-8052

WE ARE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SERVERS
BARTENDER BUSSERS, HOSTS AND KITCHEN STAFF

www.fosterscoachhousetavern.com

Amenia & Wassaic

Let us help you tell your story
and build your brand.
WEEKLY
LOCAL NEWS
IN PRINT & COMMUNITY FOCUSED
Start promoting your business today! Contact advertising@thehudsonvalleynews.com
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