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Families affected by the recent house fire. Photo submitted.
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Harlem Valley responds to local tragedies

BY ALYSSA KOGON
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In this season of giving, no aid could be more 
appreciated than donating to several local families 
going through some very difficult times right now. 
The devastating Millerton fire left many victims 
in its wake.  Amy Yang, a local businesswoman 
and mother, experienced a tragic house fire at her 
Route 22 residence recently.  Sadly, the family 
had lost their father only a few years ago due 

to a chronic illness. Last week, Jenny Yang, 24, 
and Wangdi Tamang, 30, were found dead inside 
the structure after the fire was extinguished. A 
GoFundMe page was started by Monica Baker 
in the hopes of raising around $30,000 to help 
the family, who operate The Golden Wok in 
Millerton.  To date, approximately $150,000 
has been gifted 
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to the Yangs, with 845 people 
answering the call.  If you 
would like to help, you may find 
their page on GoFundMe under 
“Support the Yang Family After 
Devastating Fire.”

The Millerton tragedy also 
has affected other families in 
the area.  Josh Driver has put 
together another GoFundMe 
page in order to aid the three 
families that lived next door 
to the Yang residence, whose 

home also caught fire that 
day.  The local residents lost 
everything due to both fire and 
chemical contamination and 
are currently residing in hotels. 
As they cannot return to their 
home, money is being raised 
for them to be able to buy food, 
clothes, and a place to live. If 
you would like to help, you can 
find that GoFundMe page under 
“Millerton, NY Relief Fund 
From Tragic Fire.”  Driver is 
hoping to collect $8,000.

On Monday October 25th, 

local Wassaic resident Mary 
McNamara received a phone 
call that no parent should ever 
receive; her daughter Gracie 
had experienced a seizure, 
was not breathing and was 
being rushed by ambulance to 
Hartford Children's Hospital. 
Gracie is a kind hearted student 
in the Webutuck Central School 
District who always has a 
smile on her face. Since that 
fateful day, Gracie has been 
fighting for her life. She has 
had seizure-like activity and 
had been on a ventilator until 
last week. The youngster has 
had multiple treatments to try 
to mitigate this unfortunate 
medical event. Although she 
has made some progress, Gracie 
still has a very long road to 
recovery ahead.  Money is now 
being raised to help the family 
with unforeseen expenses 
including lodging, medical, 
travel and lost wages.  A recent 
update by Mary McNamara on 
GoFundMe states, “I trust that 
she will continue to get better, 
and that she is on her way back 

to us. I also continue to believe 
that everyone’s prayers are 
helping to pull her through.” If 
you would like to help Gracie 
and her family, please visit the 
fundraiser at “Gracie’s Road To 
Recovery”.  A goal of $8,000 
has been set but the need is 
likely to exceed that amount.

Amenia resident Steve Reed 
is also asking for help for his 
son who was recently hurt in 
a motorcycle accident.  Chris 
Reed is currently in the ICU 
with both head and leg injuries 
and will need financial help 
with his long recovery. A goal of 
$5,000 is in place on GoFundMe 
under “Help Chris To A Speedy 
Recovery.”  The funds will help 
pay for lost wages and other 
expenses.  

All help is gratefully 
appreciated. 
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HARLEM VALLEY ARRESTED DEVELOPMENTS
·  On November 8, deputies 

responded to 10 Folan Road 
in the Town of Amenia for a 
possible burglary in progress.  
Investigation revealed a male 
subject entered the victim’s 
home.  Cody David Mabe, 29, 
was subsequently arrested for 
burglary in the second degree, 
criminal mischief, unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle, and 
aggravated unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle in the third 
degree.   Mabe was arraigned in 
the Town of Amenia Court and 
remanded to Dutchess County 
Jail on $20,000 cash/$40,000 

bond/$60,000 secure bond.

· On November 9, deputies 
responded to 155 North Quaker 
Hill Road in the Town of Pawling 
for a past occurred Vehicle Break 
In (VBI). Unknown subjects took 
personal belongings including 
credit cards and used same in the 
Danbury, Connecticut area.  The 
investigation is ongoing.

·  On November 10, deputies 
responded to 3171 Sharon 
Turnpike in the  Town of 
Washington for an erratic vehicle 
complaint. Anastasia M. Mullen, 

36, was subsequently arrested 
for DWAI Drugs and criminal 
possession of a controlled 
substance in the seventh degree.  
Mullen was released with an 
appearance ticket to return to the 
Town of Washington Court at a 
later date.       

·  On November 10, deputies 
responded to 7 Green Road in the 
Town of Amenia for a suspicious 
circumstances complaint.  
Investigation revealed a possible 
attempted burglary to the 
residence at that location.  Upon 
arrival, deputies located a broken 

window and noted that the screen 
was taken out of the frame. The 
investigation is ongoing.

·  On November 12, deputies 
responded to 8 Green Road in 
Amenia for a broken back door.  
It was possibly related to the 
incident at 7 Green Road.                

        
*PLEASE NOTE:  All subjects 

arrested and charged are alleged 
to have committed the crime and 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty and are to appear 
in local courts at a later date.

Email your events and activi-
ties  by 5 p.m. on Fridays to 
weekend@thehudsononval-

leynews.com
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We sent our ace reporter and gossip ex-
traordinaire Alyssa Kogon to the Fresh-
town Plaza in Amenia  on Sunday morning 
to ask local residents, “What changes are 
you hoping to see now that local elections 
have passed?” Some of their answers may 
amaze you.

 1.  Peter Stefanopoulos, CEO of Four 
Brothers, was catching up with his friend 
Jim Dick after visiting Tractor Supply.  Jim 
Dick has worked at LaCurto Electric for 40 
years.  Peter said, “We are looking forward 
to hiring more employees.  We are eager 
to have a larger workforce.  Anyone who 
would like a job should stop by Four Broth-
ers to join our team.”

Jim Dick said,“I am hoping for better 
days and the end of Covid.”

2. Enrique Perez and his daughter- in-
law Manuela Sanchez were running some 
early morning errands at the Plaza.  En-
rique said, “I would like to be able to find 
an affordable home to fix up.”  Manuela 

added, “More parks.  Someplace where you 
can actually sit down with friends and have 
a nice picnic and play some games.”

3.  Kim Sneller and her son Russel 
Wolfe were out early to shop.  Kim said, 
“I’d like to see gas prices go down and the 
return of the Trump Years. My American 
rights are being taken away.  The American 
dream no longer exists for our children and 
future generations.  

4. Tom Downey was happy to stop and 
chat about his lifelong home.  

Tom spent many years running the base-
ball program for the town.  Downey sug-
gest, “The town needs to bring back more 
volunteer services.  40 years ago when the 
town built the ballfields, it was done by 
community service volunteers.  We need to 
bring that back.”

5. Chef Anthony Santiago and his 
15-year-old son George Santiago were 
manning the counter at Santo’s Pizzeria.  
Anthony said, “I’d like to see things im-
prove for business here in town.  We need 
more customers in Amenia.”

George commented, “ Making Amenia a 
bigger tourist attraction would help small 
businesses like Santo’s Pizzeria.  Our town 
should work to attract more visitors.”

YENTA ON THE STREET
BY HV NEWS STAFF

Peter Stephanopoulos and Jim Dick. Photos by Alyssa Kogon.

Enrique Perez and Manuela Sanchez. 

Kim Sneller and her son Russel Wolfe. 

Chef Anthony Santiago and son George Santiago. 

Tom Downey. 

Looking for a full-time 
personal care provider for 

my parents. 

Day or night shift available.
The caregiver work is 

Monday through Friday,
6 hours per shift from
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 

$20/hr

Email luoisem47@gmail.com 
for more information or to 

schedule an interview.

Caregiver 
Needed
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Get ready to swing this 
Sunday in Pawling as legendary 
musician John Paul Pizzarelli 
presents a concert at the Trinity-
Pawling School.  The concert will 
be held on Sunday, November 
21 at 4:00 p.m.

Pizzarelli   is an American 
jazz guitarist and vocalist. He 
has recorded over twenty solo 
albums and has appeared on 
more than forty albums by other 
recording artists, including 
Paul McCartney, James Taylor, 
Rosemary Clooney; his father, 
jazz guitarist Bucky Pizzarelli; 
and his wife, singer Jessica 
Molaskey.

Pizzarelli is known as  a 
foremost interpreter of the Great 
American Songbook – but is 

also known for a repertoire 
that includes artists such as 
Joni Mitchell, Neil Young 
and Antônio Carlos Jobim.  
He has collaborated with Sir 
Paul McCartney and Michael 
McDonald, but the musician 
he calls his hero is the 
legendary jazz/pop vocalist 
and pianist Nat King Cole.  
"Nat King Cole is the reason 
why I do what I do," he says. 
"The joy that he brought 
me has never faded, and 
the musicality of his group 
remains fresh and vibrant to 
this day." 

The concert is free, 
with donations graciously 
accepted, and you must make 
a reservation at https://www.

pawlingconcertseries.org/
The Gardiner Theater on the 

campus of the Trinity-Pawling 

School is located at 700 Route 
22 in Pawling.

John Paul Pizzarelli. Photo submitted.

PIZZARELLI IN PAWLING
BY HV NEWS WEEKEND STAFF

The MARC Foundation and 
Dutchess Community College 
(DCC) have created the Jane 
M. Shulkin/MARC Foundation 
Scholarship for a student attend-
ing DCC who is enrolled in the 
program leading to becoming 
a Credentialed Alcoholism and 
Substances Abuse Coordinator 
(CASAC). Preference will be giv-
en to a student at DCC who has 
demonstrated character in helping 
individuals in recovery. To obtain 
the scholarship, part of the appli-
cation must be a student essay on 
why supporting someone in re-
covery is important.

The MARC Foundation estab-
lished this scholarship to memori-
alize Jane M. Shulkin and her ded-
ication to individuals in recovery. 
Jane Shulkin was a remarkable 
woman. She was born in Poland 
during the start of World War 2. At 
age 11 she and her sister were able 
to immigrate to upstate New York, 
not speaking any English. Jane 

graduated from Utica Free Acad-
emy and Mohawk Community 
College, then headed to New York 
City to work for a large store as a 
buyer. After she married, moved to 
Poughkeepsie, and had two chil-
dren she continued her successful 
career in fashion. Mid-life, Jane 
went back to school and earned 
a BS in social work from Marist 
College and a Master’s Degree in 
social work from Fordham Uni-
versity. She joined the board of di-
rectors of the Mid-Hudson Addic-
tion Recovery Centers (MARC), 
where for over two decades she 
was instrumental in bringing new 
members to the board as well as in 
policy development; later she ful-
filled similar duties on the board 
of the MARC Foundation. After 
obtaining her graduate degree, she 
worked as a counselor and social 
worker for nine years at a reha-
bilitation center, helping many 
of the firemen and police officers 
from New York City affected by 

9/11 and many other people 
recover from the ravages of 
addiction.

The MARC Foundation 
since 1993 has advanced the 
cause of the Mid-Hudson 
Addiction Recovery Cen-
ters, Inc., now part of Men-
tal Health America Dutchess 
Country (MHA) and today 
works with MHA and other 
local organizations involved 
in the vital effort to improve 
recovery and prevention of 
substance use disorder. The 
Jane M. Shulkin/MARC 
Foundation Scholarship is estab-
lished with a gift from the MARC 
Foundation to the Dutchess Com-
munity College Foundation, from 
which an annual award of $750 
will be presented to the receiving 
student. The student will be cho-
sen by the DCC scholarship com-
mittee-CASAC Program.

The mission of the MARC 
Foundation is to aid individu-

als with a substance use disorder 
generating financial support to 
provide prevention and residen-
tial treatment. The Foundation ac-
complishes this mission by giving 
grants to expand and improve so-
ber housing, which creates a safe 
and secure environment for peo-
ple in recovery, and by support-
ing organizations that prevent or 
treat substance use disorders.

DCC SCHOLARSHIP PROMOTES SUBSTANCE ABUSE THERAPY
BY HV NEWS STAFF

Jane M. Shulkin. Photo submitted.
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SO RACISM IS 
KILLING THE ECONOMY?

Well, somebody finally ex-
plained America’s problems to 
me. Supply chain issues, high 
gas prices, food shortages, and 
a 6.4% inflation rate are all at-
tributable to the ubiquitous over 
55 white truck driver. Don’t be-
lieve me? Just ask the nitwits at 
MSNBC who cited truck drivers 
as the culprit. You’ll notice they 
specifically identified the trouble 
makers as white. They went as 
far as further accusing them of 
being “very aggressive” behind 
the wheel. There was also the in-
ference that by definition older 
white guys driving a truck are 
morons as opposed to say the mo-
rons working in the White House 
or the State Department. Nothing 
makes an elitist Democrat feel 
better than to flaunt a college or 

advanced degree while snicker-
ing at the “deplorables.” Right, 
Hillary?

Now I will confess to having 
some sort of mini-stroke that 
caused me to pause on MSNBC 
but it was quite an experience. 
How about their lineup led by the 
insufferable Rachel Maddow who 
still won’t let go of the Russian 
collusion hoax. I did notice last 
week that NBC did 
jettison documented 
liar and anchor Brian 
Williams after years 
of trying to resuscitate 
his credibility by demoting him to 
their minor league affiliate MSN-
BC. My guess is he’ll be trying to 
sell you a used car at Ruge’s in a 
few weeks. 

But here’s where I get con-
fused. The United States has nev-
er had a shortage of problems or 
those attributable to a specific 
president. It’s always a conflu-
ence of circumstances. Nixon 
had Watergate, Ford struggled 
with inflation, Carter was an ear-
ly version of Joe Biden, Reagan 
took a late hit in the Iran-Contra 

affair and Bush 43 was wrong 
on weapons of mass destruction. 
None of these men did so mali-
ciously, they simply dropped the 
ball. But one thing they all had in 
common was they took responsi-
bility for the most part for their 
missteps. Sure there was always 
the political back and forth with 
either party trying to gain an edge 
in public opinion. But at no time 

did anyone attribute 
the nation’s problems 
to a certain race.

But that’s exactly 
what Democrats are 

doing today. Anyone who dis-
agrees with them is immediate-
ly pegged as a white suprema-
cist. Just look at what California 
Democrats did to recall candidate 
Larry Elder, a successful busi-
nessman and radio show host. 
The fact that Elder was black did 
not stop liberal Democrats from 
branding him “the black face of 
white supremacy,” a double en-
tendre if there ever was one. Sim-
ply identifying as a Republican 
these days qualifies a person for 
the white robe and pointy hat. 

Further exacerbating the prob-
lem is the underlying assumption 
that all blue collar folks are red-
necks and bigots. You can see it 
and hear it in the voices of the 
people who voted for Joe Biden 
knowing full well he was well 
past his “sell by” date and likely 
to lead us into an economic and 
foreign policy quagmire. Thus 
far he has. Race has become the 
most effective arrow in the liber-
al’s quiver. The mere implication 
of a racist motive shuts down 
most discussions about anything.

Yet I challenge any reader to 
give me an example of white su-
premacy in their day to day life. 
Most of us get along just fine and 
don’t need a bunch of cable news 
racial arsonists creating problems 
where they don’t exist. And let’s 
not blame whitey because your 
local supermarket is low on toilet 
paper.  

OPINION

USUALLY RIGHT
BY JIM LANGAN

“The nitwits at 
MSNBC who cited 
white truck drivers 

as the culprit.”

ITS OKAY TO TALK  
BACK TO US.

Email your Letter to the Editor to editorial@
thehudsonvalleynews.com. 

A former corrections officer 
at the Green Haven Correctional 
Facility in the Hudson Valley 
is facing time behind the other 
side of the bars after being 
charged with using excessive 
force against an inmate.

In federal court, Dutchess 
County resident Aaron Finn, 
35, of Hyde Park, was charged 
with using excessive force 
that amounted to “cruel and 
unusual punishment” against a 
restrained inmate in March of 
last year.

U.S. Attorney Damian Wil-
liams said that Finn allegedly 
struck and thrashed the inmate, 
causing bodily injury to him in 
violation of his Constitutional 

rights. “Correction officer Aar-
on Finn allegedly assaulted an 
inmate whom he was sworn not 
only to guard—but also to pro-
tect,” Williams said. “The man-
ner in which a country treats its 
incarcerated is indicative of its 
values, and today’s indictment 
underscores that incarceration 
should not result in undue loss 
of human dignity.”

It is alleged that while work-
ing at the Green Haven Correc-
tional Facility, a maximum-se-
curity prison in Stormville, Finn 
attacked the inmate’s body and 
head while he was restrained on 
March 19, 2020. Williams did 
not give any motive for Finn’s 
alleged assault.

“Those charged with main-
taining a stable environment 
within the prison system are 
not exempt from facing charges 
themselves if their conduct 
crosses constitutional lines,” 
FBI Director-in-Charge Mi-
chael Driscoll said. “Today we 
allege Finn did just that when he 
applied excessive force against 
an inmate. Allegations of this 
type will always be investigated 
and never be tolerated.”

Finn was arrested on Thurs-
day, November 4, and charged 
in White Plains federal court 
with one count of deprivation 
of civil rights under the color of 
law. If convicted, Finn faces a 
maximum of up to 10 years in 

prison.
“The Department is over-

whelmingly comprised of ded-
icated, professional staff who 
take their jobs seriously and 
carry out their duties in a pro-
fessional manner, and those 
few who choose to violate their 
oath of office  are not welcome 
among our ranks,” Anthony An-
nucci, Acting Commissioner of 
the New York State Department 
of Corrections and Community 
Supervision, said.

“The message here is loud 
and clear: criminal behavior 
will not be tolerated and those 
who break the law will be held 
accountable and prosecuted.” 

PRISON GUARD CHARGED WITH ASSAULT
BY HV NEWS STAFF
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• Heartwarming to hear rapper 
Drake went to a strip club 
shortly after performing at 
that Houston concert were 
nine people died after being 
encouraged by him and fellow 
cretin Travis Scott to storm the 
stage. 

• My favorite rumor of the week 
is that Megan Markle is tell-
ing friends she has her eyes 
on the White House. Really? 
Then again we hear she always 
wanted to be a princess.

• Glen DeVries who recently 
went into space with William 
Shatner aboard Jeff Bezo’s 
Blue Origin spaceship, died 
when he crashed his Cessna 
into a New Jersey lake. Ironic.

• We see there are 100 million 
jobs available out there and 
80 million people collecting 
unemployment. The Labor 
Department also reported 4.4 
million people quit their jobs 
in September. What does that 
tell you?

• Locally, Stewart’s Shop em-

ployees were just awarded a 
thank-you bonus of a week’s 
pay.  Those hired after Septem-
ber 21will get a $100 bonus. 
It shows in the quality of their 
employees.

• Speaking of employees who 
aim to please, a brothel in Vi-
enna will toss in a COVID shot 
if you book a half hour session 
with one of their girls. Interest-
ing marketing idea but a tough 
sell to the Missus.

• It looks like the Battle for Brit-
ney is finally over. After 13 
years, Britney Spears if free of 
her father’s draconian guard-
ianship. A judge finally ruled 
in her favor and I’m guessing 
she’ll be back on tour baby, 
one more time.

• The liberal utopia of Seattle 
has resorted to hiring security 
escorts to walk county employ-
ees to and from train stations 
and ferry terminals. So much 
for defund the police.

• You had to love Kamala Harris 
breaking out the fake French 
accent while addressing a 
French scientific forum in 
Paris last week. She must 
have been channeling Hillary 
Clinton who’s been known to 
go full bore southern accent 
when campaigning in black 
churches. 

• OK, I get the racial politics of 
this kid Rittenhouse’s trial. 
When you have Al Sharpton 
sitting with the family of the 
deceased, enough said. But I 

must say what’s a 17-year-
old dweeb expect to happen 
when he shows up at a riot 
with an assault rifle? If Rit-
tenhouse walks, look for riots 
in Chicago.

• As part of Joe Biden’s bone-
head “Build Back Better” 
boondoggle, the post office 
will be converting their de-
livery vehicles to all electric. 
How about they focus on de-
livering the mail, including 
this newspaper, on time? 

• The Red Hook town board will 
be holding a public hearing 
November 30 on their proposal 
to tightly regulate Airbnbs in 
several residential neighbor-
hoods. The penalties would 
include jail time for violators. 
Wouldn’t it be lovely to see 
your neighbor frog marched 
to the Dutchess County Jail for 
renting a room to someone for 
the weekend?

• A reminder to circle Thanks-
giving Eve (November 24) for 
the annual Christmas tree light-
ing ceremony at Foster’s in 
Rhinebeck. It’s always a spe-
cial night with carolers, fam-
ily and friends and the light-
ing of the tree. Word is Santa 
takes time out from his busy 
schedule to be with his friends 
in Rhinebeck. We thank the 
Bender family for hosting 
such a wonderful event.  My 
kids and grandkids are flying 

in from L.A. to soak up the 
Christmas spirit. See you there.

• Rhinebeck’s very own celeb-
rity candy store owner Paul 
Rudd was named “Sexiest 
Man Alive” in People, edg-
ing out Dick Schreiber of the 
Rhinebeck Department Store, 
and causing countless locals to 
post selfies of themselves with 
Rudd.

• Not sure what transpired but 
Danielle Anderson, widow of 
Sherrif Butch resigned Friday 
as President of the Nesheiwat 
Mid-Hudson Civic Center. 
Danielle had worked hard to 
turn that venue around and we 
wish her well in her next en-
deavor.

• Legendary New York Giant’s 
linebacker and Hall of Famer 
Sam Huff passed away at 87. 
He was part of the 1950s dynas-
ty that included Frank Gifford, 

Y.A. Tittle 
and Rosie 
Greer. Huff 
had been 
battling Al-
z e i m e r ’ s 
disease for 
a number of 
years.
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As I get ready for the big Thanksgiving feast, I really appreciate 
dishes that I can make ahead of time.  This is one of those dishes.

I never liked cranberries so I never made cranberry sauce from 
scratch.  My husband loves it but he is also happy with the jelly 
that comes in a can.  But one year I decided after all of the work 
that goes into getting the feast ready, I didn’t want a can shaped 
log of jelly on my table.  So I started trying out different recipes 
and settled on this one.  It is delicious, according to him, and I can 
make it the weekend before. And, I must admit, even I dip into a 
little bit.

Gobble, gobble!

CRANBERRY SAUCE
Bring water, sugar and salt to 

a boil in a medium saucepan over 
high heat, stirring occasionally to 
dissolve sugar. Stir in cranberries 
and return to a boil.  Reduce heat to 
medium, and simmer until saucy, 
slightly thickened and about 2/3 
of the berries have popped open, 
about 5 minutes.  Stir in orange 
peel and juice. Transfer to a non-reactive bowl and cool to room 
temperature. Can be covered and refrigerated for up to 7 days; let 
stand at room temperature for 30 minutes before serving.

BY CAROLINE CAREY

• ¾ cup water
• ¾ cup sugar
• ¼ teaspoon salt
• 1 (12 ounce) bag of fresh 

cranberries
• 2strips of orange peel, 

minced
• 1 tablespoon orange juice

INGREDIENTS

A QUICK CONDIMENT FOR THE 
THANKSGIVING TABLEof the

 HOUSE   

     WEEK         

This is an incredible 
modern masterpiece on 
16 plus lush acres. This 
luxurious home boasts 
breathtaking moun-
tain views, three gen-
erously proportioned 
bedrooms and four full 
bathrooms. Huge win-
dows bathe the interior 
spaces with light and 
draw the eye to the dra-
matic panoramic vistas. 
The gourmet kitchen 
features two-inch stone 
countertops, oversized 
Subzero fridge, double 
Miele wall ovens and a  
gas cooktop. The dining 
room is distinguished by 
a double sided gas fire-
place, which transitions 
to a media area. An art-
ful staircase comprised 
of stone and steel cable floats be-
hind the living room with a dou-
ble height ceiling and concrete 
glad gas fireplace. On the lower 

level you'll find a yoga studio, 
artist studio, office and private 
guest quarters (full bath and open 
plan bedroom) as well as lots of 
storage and a three car garage. 

There are two laundry 
rooms (on main and 
lower levels). 

The terrace land-
scaped exterior hosts a 
heated swimming pool 
and large hot tub. 

The home's gra-
cious proportions and 
modern touches are 
stunning. A must see!

44 Willow Brook Ridge, Clinton Corners $3,779,000
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BONEHEADED 
TOURISTS

Of all the glorious things to do 
and see in Paris, the only thing 
I truly could not live without 
was a trip down into the dank 
underworld of the dead, Les 
Catacombs. The Eiffel Tower 
just seemed too far away from 
our vantage point down on La 
Seine. I also was very dubious 
about the existence of an 
outhouse near the tower. Covid 
has closed toilets worldwide 
and this baffles and worries me. 
Coughing and sputtering has not 
erased the need to find a urinal. 
Many have resorted, chez Paris, 
to garbage cans and back alleys. 
The shantytown tents under the 

bridges are a popular rest spot…
The Louvre also did not much 

appeal to me. Instead of entering 
the stately marble building by 
the front door, you are thrust 
down into the glass pyramid, 
amid throngs of masked tourists 
into a maze of a mall. From 
there, it is a mad rush, like the 
running of the bulls, to reach 
the Mona Lisa. I was astounded 
at the thousands of sheeple in 
line to see one measly painting. 
One could easily just move off 
to the side near the exit and see 
the painting, clear as day, from 
a slightly askew angle, instead 
of waiting hours to see it head 
on. The actual smiling portrait 
is only about the size of my 
pocketbook. Call me a rebel, but 
it seems no better or worse than 
any other masterpiece in the 
joint. Maybe it comes down to 
my disdain for followers of any 
trend, but the more infatuated 
people are with a work of art, 
celebrity or current fashion, 
the more likely it will be that I 

hate it. Maybe I would like the 
Mona Lisa more if I viewed it 
alone in a bathroom at a café, 
after eating snails and pate 
and having too much cognac. I 
might think, “Why that homely, 
mysteriously smirking character 
is pleased that I’ve found a 
Parisian toilet during Covid, 
and haven’t had to park my 
scooter near the artist colony 
and debase myself again.” (Is 
it accepted knowledge that this 
is a self portrait of Da Vinci? 
Spoiler alert: Mona is a man.)

I’ve also never seen my 
husband as happy as when he 
was at the evening cabaret. The 
last table available was literally 
set up on the stage, forcing us 
to be very close to the action. 
Long lines of beautiful women, 
wearing glitter and little else, 
squeezed past him in undulating 
waves of kicks and shimmies. 
“Pardonnez-moi, monsieur!,” 
they cooed and giggled, shaking 
their cancans in his face. If ever 
my husband suddenly goes 
missing, we will first think to 
look at Le Boulevard de Clichy, 
Montmartre. There will be no 
mystery as to why he is smiling. 

He had his fun. Now it was 
my turn! The catacombs are 
the result of several church 
graveyards being moved in 
the 1700s for more city space, 
and also the result of the 
Black Plague. The bones are 
artistically arranged in swirls 
and columns for miles, under 
the streets. Femurs upon skulls, 
stacked into rosettes, like 
sailors’ Valentines, pave the 
walls. Poetic verse and haunting 
snippets of famous sermons are 
etched into each alcove. They 
speak of the importance in 
remembering that our days are 
precious and precarious, and 
are to be celebrated. I furtively 
glanced at the “Touch Nothing!” 
sign and suddenly needed to grab 
hold of a bony noggin. My arm 

defiantly shot out of my jacket, 
like a limb possessed. It was 
maybe the longing to commune 
with the past; to physically 
touch antiquity. Maybe it was 
to affirm my own existence…I 
can’t explain it but I was going 
to caress that thigh bone, like 
some crazed psychopath, even 
if it meant jail time. “Shh cover 
me. I’m going for it. When 
the guard has his back turned, 
give me the sign and I’m just 
going to poke at that ulna for 
a minute.” I apparently am not 
the only one with these ossuary 
urges. They searched each bag 
on the way out to make sure 
no one has made off with poor 
Yorick’s skull. Alas! 

Above ground, at a café 
shortly after, I couldn’t help 
but look at the French people 
in a different light. I wondered 
what their skulls looked like, 
if stacked. Our experience 
had made me feel even more 
alive and I felt grabby.  “You 
can just go ask to touch the 
waiter’s head, like some weird 
phrenology project, you know. 
They don’t have to be dead.” “I 
think I’ll pass, but maybe when 
I order some more oysters, I’ll 
squeeze his humerus a little to 
remind him that life is funny.” 
“That fine, honey,” my husband 
replied. “But maybe let’s go 
back to the Moulin Rouge 
tonight. I promise not to touch 
their…skulls.”

Dana Page is a local mother, 
actress, volunteer, writer, and 
lover of life!

THERAPY 
JAR

BY DANA PAGE
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The Kent Art Association’s 
third Members' show of the sea-
son will run to November 21st 
and is open from Thursday – 
Sunday from 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 
p.m. Admission is always free. 
The judges for the third Mem-
bers’ show were Diana Voyajo-
lu and George Voyajolu.

The Best of Show award 
went to a beautifully detailed oil 
painting titled “Blue Heron” by 
Judith Beringer Hraniotos. Hon-
or Mention awards went to Erin 
Cordle’s oil painting “Highway 
Days,” Connie Horton for her 
oil painting “Sunflowers,” and 

Alison Litke’s acrylic painting 
“Late Fall Frost.”

New KAA member Jan-
ice Crosby had several oil and 
watercolor pieces in the show. 
She’s excited to start becoming 
active at the Kent Art Associa-
tion with her first show. The art 
work represented is spectacu-
lar!

Kent Art Association appre-
ciates the culture artists create 
and the impact they have on our 
local community while adding 
beauty and expression to our 
lives.

Formed in 1923 and one of 

the state’s oldest art 
associations, Kent Art 
Association builds 
networks and pro-
motes the works of 
local artists through 
shows and events 
hosted in its historic 
building and gallery. 
Located at 21 South 
Main Street in the 
town of Kent, KAA is 
a non-profit and vol-
unteer community or-
ganization. Visit them 
at kent.art.assoc@
snet.net.

KENT ART ASSOCIATION’S THIRD MEMBERS' SHOW
BY HV NEWS STAFF

MORE DEVELOPMENTS 
IN 2022 FOR MEDICAID 

LOOK-BACK RULES
We’ve been following 

developments in New York 
State’s new Medicaid “look-
back” law ever since it was 
announced in April 2020, 
near the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
state law applies to the process 
of applying for a Medicaid-
funded home care program 
for qualifying seniors, whose 
families may be transferring 
assets in anticipation of making 
a new application. Thanks 
to the ongoing effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, more 
changes are expected in 2022 
and maybe even 2023.

The law was to have originally 
taken effect in October 2020, 
but the State Department of 
Health has repeatedly pushed 
back the law’s effective date, 
in response to federal law 

barring states from restricting 
Medicaid eligibility during 
the ongoing public health 
emergency, as declared by the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS). 
The nationwide emergency 
declaration was extended again 
by HHS last month. It was the 
seventh extension thus far, and 
the emergency declaration now 
runs through January 13, 2022. 
Whether extensions continue 
beyond that date depends on 
HHS – and therefore, on the 
path taken by the pandemic.

So Where Are We Now?
At some point in 2022 or 

2023, after the nationwide 
emergency is declared to 
have passed, New York State 
will phase in a 2 1/2 year (30 
month) look-back and transfer 
penalty for community-based 
home care. 

Whenever the look-back 
does take effect, it will apply 
to home healthcare services, 
private duty nursing services, 
personal care services, and 
assisted living program 

services, with other services 
possibly included later by the 
State Department of Health.

The look-back will not affect 
current home care recipients, 
who are “grandfathered” in.

Can’t This Be Simpler?
We can help make it simpler. 

Please contact OFA with any 
questions about home care 
needs and we’ll have the most 
up-to-date answers available 
for you. There’s plenty you can 
do in the meantime:

• Make sure financial 
transactions are documented in 
detail. For advanced planning, 
contact an elder law attorney.

• Keep family informed 
as to the location of important 
documents.

• Have designated 
power(s) of attorney and 
healthcare proxies in place and 
review them regularly. OFA 
hosts regular forums covering 
senior legal issues, and OFA 
contracts with private attorney 
Paul Weinberger to provide 
legal assistance to seniors who 
might otherwise be unable to 
afford it. Contact OFA for more 

information.

SAVE THE DATE - 
CAREGIVER CONFERENCE 

RE-SCHEDULED 
The annual Caregiver 

Conference that was to have 
taken place this month has 
been postponed to Wednesday, 
May 25, 2022. In anticipation 
of pandemic precautions 
possibly lingering into next 
year, organizers are preparing 
for an event with a sheltered 
outdoor option.

The daylong, free event is 
taking place at The Grandview 
at  176 Rinaldi Boulevard in 
Poughkeepsie. Registration 
for this event through the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
is anticipated to begin on 
Monday, April 25th, 2022.

Golden Living is prepared 
by the Dutchess County Office 
for the Aging, 114 Delafield 
Sreet., Poughkeepsie, New York 
12601, telephone 845-486-
2555, email: ofa@dutchessny.
gov website: www.dutchessny.
gov/aging.

GOLDEN LIVING

BY TODD N. TANCREDI

News for Seniors, Their 
Families and Caregivers

"Sunflowers" by Connie Horton was an Honorable Mention. 
Photo submitted.
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Senator Sue Serino and Assem-
blymember Didi Barrett brought 
local veterans together to urge state 
officials to make a firm commit-
ment to funding the much-lauded 
Joseph P. Dwyer Veterans Peer 
Support Program (Vet2Vet) in the 
next state budget. 

Each year, veterans from across 
the state make the trek to Albany 
to fight for funds for the program, 
which uses a unique peer-to-peer 
model to offer non-clinical support 
and assistance for veterans who 
may be struggling with PTSD, TBI 
or other mental health challenges. 
Despite the program’s noted suc-
cess across the state, year after year, 
funding for the program has been 
left out of the former governor’s 
annual Executive Budget Propos-
als and left to the Legislature to 
negotiate for funding to keep the 
programs going.

At a press conference last week 
at the Dutchess Vet2Vet Office 
in Poughkeepsie, lawmakers and 

Hudson Valley veterans 
called on Governor Kathy 
Hochul to include funding 
for the program in her first 
Executive Budget Proposal 
and detailed the myriad of 
ways the program has pos-
itively impacted veterans 
and their families in the lo-
cal community.

“Tomorrow, our com-
munity will come together 
to honor the service and 
sacrifice of our nation’s 
brave veterans, and while 
these ceremonies are in-
credibly meaningful, we must do 
more to show our appreciation and 
commitment to those who have 
selflessly sacrificed so much for 
our country and our community,” 
said Senator Serino. “Vet2Vet saves 
lives and has proven to be an in-
valuable resource for countless vet-
erans and their families. New York 
has the opportunity to be a model 
for the nation, and I urge Governor 

Hochul, and my colleagues in 
the Legislature, to do all we can 
to commit to helping our heroes 
by taking the guesswork out of 
the budget process and ensuring 
Vet2Vet is consistently funded.”

“During the years that I have 
chaired the New York State As-
sembly Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, I have had to fight each 
budget cycle to ensure funding 
for the PFC Joseph P. Dwyer 
Vet2Vet Program remains,” said 
Assemblymember Didi Barrett, 
Chair of the Assembly’s Veter-
ans Affairs Committee. “And 
while we have managed to se-
cure and increase funding each 
year, our veterans and their fam-
ilies should know that New York 
State has their back by putting 
the critical Dwyer funding in 

the executive budget. This highly 
successful peer support network 
has been a lifeline for New York 
State’s veterans’ and their families 
and I urge Governor Kathy Hochul 
to include funding for the Joseph 
P. Dwyer Vet2Vet Program in the 
2022-23 Executive Budget propos-
al.”

Dutchess County Executive 
Marc Molinaro said, “The Dwyer 
Vet2Vet Program has been a cate-
gorical success, truly reaching our 
veterans on a peer-to-peer level 
and positively impacting many of 
our heroes – the program has un-
doubtedly saved lives. From the 
program’s inception in Dutchess 
County, Sen. Serino has champi-
oned the effort to secure state funds 
for it, and her efforts have made 
an immeasurable difference in the 
lives of local veterans. We thank 
Sen. Serino for her undying passion 
for our veterans, her support of the 
Dwyer Vet2Vet Program and her 
continued achievements in Albany 
to educate about the program and 
its importance, and bring back the 
much-needed funds to safeguard 
its longevity, as well as Assembly-
member Barrett for her continued 
support as Chair of the Assembly 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.”
Anthony Kavouras, Veterans 

Program Director of Mental Health 
America Dutchess County said, 
"The PFC Dwyer Grant has been an 
amazing benefit to every county in 
New York that it has been awarded 
to. We, here at MHA Dutchess have 
been able to help so many Veterans 
stop isolating and join with other 
local Veterans. The Peer Mentoring 
program has been able to match up 
so many Veterans. They feel like 
they have a battle buddy again. Our 
group sessions are very popular as 
well as the events we are able to put 
out for our Veterans and their fam-
ilies.”

Currently, 30 counties and New 
York City are home to a Joseph P. 
Dwyer Veterans Peer Support Pro-
gram, named in honor of an army 
veteran who lost his life to PTSD. 
In the most recent budget, the pro-
grams were allocated a total of five 
million dollars, which represents 
0.002% of the state’s overall bud-
get, with Dutchess and Putnam 
counties each receiving $185,000.

Local veterans should know that 
no referral is needed to utilize ser-
vices offered by area Vet2Vet pro-
grams.

BY JIM LANGAN

LOCAL LAWMAKERS LOBBY ALBANY FOR VETS
Urge Hochul to support Vet2Vet program

Sen. Sue Serino and Assemblymember Didi Barrett with local veterans.  Photo submitted.

Unique
Opportunity

Caregiver needed for an active 
senior who enjoys life enrichment 

activities and stimulating 
conversation. 

Seeking a caring and 
compassionate person who is also 
outgoing, energetic, and flexible. 

Must drive and be adaptable. 

Work schedule is 5 days a week 
and 5 hours per day. $25/hr. Email 
Mark at chillingtong@gmail.com 

for more information.
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Katie Fallon at National Grange Convention in Wichita, Kansas. Photo submitted.

around town

BY HEIDI JOHNSON

Brrrr.  It is like winter out 
today.  You can never trust the 
weather here in the Northeast.  
A few days ago, I was outdoors 
in just a long-sleeved shirt 
and perfectly comfortable.  Of 
course, winter on the horizon 
means it is time for holiday light 
parades here in Stanford/Pine 
Plains.  Here are the details:

Stanford
The Stanfordville Holiday of 

Lights parade will be held on 
Saturday, December 4 starting 
at 6:00 p.m.  In the event of rain 
or snow, the parade will move 
to Sunday, December 5.  Line-
up is at the highway garage 
at 11 Creamery Road and the 
parade steps off promptly at 
6:00.  Sadly, all pre-parade and 
post-parade events that have 
usually happened in years past 
are canceled this year, but we 
all are hoping they will return 
next year.  The Holiday of 
Lights Parade is organized by 
the Stanford Holiday of Lights 
Committee.  Please contact 
them at 856-868-1366 ext. 5 for 
more information.

Pine Plains 
Pine Plains will be starting 

their holiday festivities on 
Saturday, November 27 with 
the decorating of trees and 
visits with Santa in the Town 
Center Park.  The event starts 
at 3 p.m. and includes music, 
cookies and hot cocoa.  The 
Parade of Lights then kicks 
off at 5 p.m.  Everything is 
free, sponsored by Pine Plains 
Business Association.  Rain 
date is Sunday, November 28 at 

the same times.  Start planning 
your floats and stay tuned for 
volunteer opportunities.  

Stanford Grange 
President Katie Fallon Wins 

National Contest
Our very own Stanford 

Grange President, Katie Fallon, 
won the Best Chair Award in 
the Parliamentary Procedure 
Contest at the National Grange 
Conference last week in Wichita, 
Kansas.  Congratulations, Katie 
and the rest of the Stanford 
Grange team - Elizabeth Van 
Kleeck, Ben Van Kleeck, 
Ryan Orton, Julian Couse, and 
Britney Mercado!

Vaccine Clinic at Stissing 
Mountain High School

The Pine Plains Pharmacy 
is partnering with the school 
district to offer a vaccination 
clinic at the high school from 3 
to 6 p.m. this coming Thursday, 
November 18.  First, second, 
and booster shots of Moderna 
and Pfizer will be available.  It 
is expected that the slots will fill 
up so if you would like to get 
your vaccination at this clinic, 
be sure to register soon.  The 
link is on the ppcsd.org website.  
Please use the Voter Entrance 
doors.  I have my appointment!  

Stanford Grange 
Pot Roast Dinner

As of this writing, the 
Stanford Grange Pot Roast 
Dinner is still on, but they have 
had to cancel recent events due 
to water issues at the Grange 
Hall. If all goes well, the 
dinner will be held on Saturday, 
November 20. All dinners are 
take-out only, with pick up at 
5 p.m.  The menu will include 
pot roast, potatoes and carrots, 
French bread, applesauce, and 
peach dump cake for dessert.  
Donation is $15 per dinner.  
Call Grange Secretary Ryan 

Orton for reservations at 845-
868-7869.  Stanford Grange 
Hall is located at 6043 Route 82 
in Stanfordville.  Do call ahead 
to be sure it is a go, and also so 
you can reserve your meal - this 
sounds like a yummy one!

Stanford Historical Society 
Seeks Volunteers

The Stanford Historical 
Society has a project to work 
on for the next few months 
and can use the help of people 
who are able to do research 
on individuals, specifically 
Revolutionary War patriots.  If 
you are interested in working on 
the project, please call Kathie 
Spiers at 845-868-7320 

Stanford Library 
Upcoming Events

Nature in Winter – Next 
Tuesday, November 23 at 
10 a.m.  There is a beauty in 
winter that might escape us 
in the summer when leaves 
and flowers take our attention.  
Learn about winter trees, 
shrubs, vines and plants that 
have special characteristics.  
Presented by Johanna Tomick, 
Master Gardener Volunteer at 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Dutchess County.  Please 

email for this free Zoom class to 
stanfordlibrary@optonline.net 

Stanford Mourns the 
Passing of Kay Couse

Our community is mourning 
the passing of Stanford icon Kay 
Couse who passed away last 
week at the age of 86.  Kay was 
president of the Forever Young 
Club and a 71-year resident of 
Stanfordville.  Everyone who 
knew Kay loved her – she was 
smart and funny and full of 
energy.  She will be truly missed.  
Our most heartfelt condolences 
to her large family including 
son Chip, daughter Pat, son 
Steven and daughter Barbara.  
Please visit peckandpeck.net/
listings for Kay’s obituary and 
service dates/times.

See you all next week.

Heidi Johnson can be 
reached at 845-392-4348 or 
heidij08751@gmail.com.
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6411 Montgomery Street, 

Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-876-8052
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