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BY JIM LANGAN
It’s long been known that some politicians and
political organizations have a complicated relationship with the truth. But last week saw the
Dutchess County Democratic Committee drive
that car off the cliff when it was discovered they
had flat out lied about County Executive Marc
Molinaro being diagnosed with COVID. According to their Facebook page posting, “The rumors
appear to be true. Molinaro has tested positive for
COVID.” The post went on to note that Molinaro’s

A very Omicron Christmas...
READ MORE ON PAGE 8

father had died of COVID and he should therefore
be ashamed of his opposition to Gov. Hochul’s
new masking mandate.
For those unfamiliar with the Dutchess Demoocratic Committee, it exists to support and elect
Democrat candidates although they have been remarkably unsuccessful in recent years in spite of
having a significant party registration advantage
over Republicans.
The Committee has been chaired by Elisa Sumner
Continued on page 2 >>

<< Continued from page 1

DEMS CAUGHT LYING
who is on record as saying, “I
hate all Republicans.” Her vicechair is the equally bitter and partisan Hyde Park Planning Board
Chair Michael Dupree.
Sources tell HVN that Dupree
is the person responsible for actually writing the Facebook post but
it was Sumner who was forced to
walk the plank last week when
word of the Molinaro post went
public. In a hastily called Zoom
meeting, Sumner “resigned” and
stated that she had just moved
to Lake Worth, Florida. The
meeting ended abruptly due to
“technical problems” without
addressing Dupree’s culpability
in posting the disgusting Molinaro statement. The post has since
been taken down but the damage
appears to have been done to the
party and the individuals responsible.
Sources tell HVN, the initial
post was generated when someone called a local radio station
to report Molinaro had COVID

which was enough for a local
Democrat to pass along to the
Democratic Committee which
breathlessly and irresponsibly
ran with it. Sumner denied writing the post but concluded, "another committee officer" did. In
fact, the county executive referenced on the radio was Westchester County Executive George
Latimer who has contracted
COVID. The eagerness with
which Sumner and Dupree embraced the misinformation is said
to be their fanatical opposition to
Molinaro who has defeated them
at every turn and in most county
elections. Molinaro has publicly
announced he is running for Antonio Delgado’s congressional
seat in the 19th District. The fact
that Molinaro is considered to be
a very viable challenger to the
Democrats’ sole marquee officeholder has only made Sumner
and Dupree more frantic. It is
also interesting that so far not
a single Democrat of note in
Dutchess County has apologized
for the Committee’s dishonesty.
It wouldn’t come as a surprise

to many observers if the
incoming Republican administration
in Hyde Park
doesn’t call
for Dupree’s
resignation
as planning
board chair in
LOG IN
light of this
scandal
and
the reaction of
businesses atTRY IT FREE
tempting to do
business with
the town.
M o l i n a r o New York Dems spread lie that maskresponded by mandate foe tested positive for COVID
noting he is
reminded every day that he
lost his father
and that he has
not contracted COVID or
tested positive.
“If I do, I will
and earth to help save lives and
follow all appropriate protocols.
keep people safe.”
This county has moved heaven
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Dutchess County Democrats admitted to spreading a false rumor that County Executive Marc Molinaro tested positive for COVID19.
Richard Harbus for the New York Post
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home on Market Street at approximately 11:53 p.m., after a caller to
911 reported that a group of men
attacked them, and one attacker armed with a handgun fired a
single shot. None of the victims
were seriously injured, and the
attackers fled on foot with stolen
jewelry.
An intensive investigation by
the Bureau of Criminal Investigation determined the perpetrators, Joshua A. Benson, 40, Joshua A Benson Jr., 23, Nicholas L.
Gast, 34, and Darius L. Robinson,
19, all from Dover, targeted the
victims based on their race. All
four were arrested for robbery in
the first degree as a hate crime, a
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class-B felony.
All four subjects were arraigned before the Town of Dover Court and remanded to the
Dutchess County Jail pending
future court proceedings. Darius
Robinson and Joshua Benson Jr.
were remanded in lieu of $50,000
cash bail, $100,000 secure bond,
or $200,000 partially secure bond.
Nicholas Gast and Joshua Benson
were remanded without bail.
*NOTE: All subjects arrested and
charged are alleged to have committed the crime and are presumed
innocent until proven guilty and
are to appear in local courts at a
later date.

BY ALYSSA KOGON
To say that Natalia Zukerman
is a Renaissance woman, would
be to put things mildly. The Millerton resident is a Jane of all
trades artistic. An incisive singer/
songwriter with eight albums under her belt and an innate ability
to play anything with strings, she
is additionally a talented muralist.
Zukerman has worked on both
private and public installations
around the country. After growing
up in New York City, Zukerman
studied art and music at Oberlin College, started her mural
business, “Off The Wall,” in San
Francisco, began her songwriting

PAWFECT PORTRAITS

career in Boston, and now resides,
writes, plays, teaches and paints
in the Harlem Valley. Oh yeah,
she does a little yoga instruction
on the side as well as being the
co-author of a new book, “Signs
and Symbols of Our Ancestors”.
With all of those talents, perhaps the thing that brings Zukerman the most joy is the pet portrait business she stumbled upon
by accident about eight years ago.
Gifting a portrait of a beloved pet
to a friend who was giving birth,
Zukerman realized just how much
happiness a small commemorative treasure can bring. The side
gig has grown considerably since
the first furbaby painting was
completed. Her unique styling
captures the family member’s personality in beautiful detail.
The one of a kind portraits
of your furry, winged, or scaled
friends are produced in acrylic on
an eight by eight by two inch piece
of wood. $250 includes materials
and shipping and all the customer
does is provide a favorite photo of
Natalia Zukerman. Photos submitted. the pet in question. While most of
the subjects are canine or feline
in nature, Zukerman does quip
that she has painted a pet turtle
“which was very detailed and
more difficult than I thought.”
A cockatiel also made it into
Caregiver needed for an active
the lineup.
senior who enjoys life enrichment
Having lost count after proactivities and stimulating
ducing “a couple of hundred”
conversation.
paintings, the turnaround time
for each portrait is only about
Seeking a caring and
compassionate person who is also a week. She recently delivered nine of the depictions to a
outgoing, energetic, and flexible.
local woman for holiday presMust drive and be adaptable.
ents. Many of the images are
of older pets or those that have
Work schedule is 5 days a week crossed the Rainbow Bridge.
and 5 hours per day. $25/hr. Email “It gives people a chance to
Mark at chillingtong@gmail.com have their puppy back,” Zukerman explains. Her favorite refor more information.
sponse is when a patron tells
her that she has “captured their

Unique
Opportunity

pet’s soul.”
A pet owner herself, Zukerman
keeps the background details of
the portraits very simple. A color
is picked according to how the pet
“feels” to Zukerman. While not
a pet psychic, many of her clients
remark that the color she picked

was somehow integral to that pet.
While Zukerman does love
painting pets, she is also a talented
human portrait artist as well as a
residential muralist. She can produce decorative art in any room
of your home including really
fun frescos in children’s rooms.
Zukerman
can also accommodate
multiple
subjects in
her paintings
and
make them
any size. If
you would
like to find
out
more
about Natalia Zukerman
you
may contact
her at 917415-3030
or at natailiazukerman.
com.
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MAN TRAPPED UNDERGROUND IN EXCAVATOR
BY HV NEWS STAFF
A Wingdale Materials employee was trapped in the cab
of an excavator underground in
the company’s mine last Tuesday. He is recovering in a hospital after being rescued by first
responders.
That’s according to Bob
Yaremko, assistant vice president at Peckham Industries,
which owns Wingdale Materials in eastern Dutchess.
Yaremko said the man, a
nine-year
employee,
“was
struck by a large rock that became dislodged from an adjacent area” and became stuck in
the excavator around 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday.
Arlington Fire Chief Bill
Steenbergh, in a joint statement from his department and
the Dover-based J.H. Ketcham
Hose Company, said the boulder was estimated to weigh 40
to 50 tons.
Steenbergh said members
from both departments made

contact with the
man around 2
p.m., finding him
alert but unable
to move with the
boulder on top of
the excavator.
Steenbergh
said
technical
rescue
technicians from the
Arlington,
LaGrange and City
of
Poughkeepsie departments
worked together
to stabilize the
boulder
before
the man could
be removed, which occurred at
roughly 3:15 p.m.
Emergency personnel estimated the man was 2,500 feet
below ground.
After being extracted, the
40-year-old man was flown
by helicopter to Westchester
Medical Center. He suffered

non-life-threatening injuries to
his legs and a hand.
Yaremko said the company
is investigating the incident,
along with local responding
companies and the Mine Safety
and Health Administration.
“We commend (the worker’s) coworkers and the regional emergency services teams for

Image submitted.

their prompt and professional
actions,” he said.
Steenbergh
said
other
responding agencies included
Dover and Amenia ambulances,
the Dutchess County Sheriff’s
Office and Department of
Emergency response, while
LifeNet provided the airlift.

COVID TICKING UP BUT AT LOWER RATE
BY HV NEWS STAFF
As Dutchess County approaches the holiday season, a
new strain of COVID is taking
center stage around the country and the world. The Omicron
variant, which was first identified
in Africa, has spread worldwide
in record time and is currently
active in 46 states. As has been
true nationally with COVID, it is
especially prevalent in high density areas.
Omicron currently accounts
for 73% of all COVID cases in
the U.S. New York City is seeing
a dramatic surge in cases causing
the cancellation of many events
from Broadway shows, sporting

events, travel restrictions and a
return to indoor mask mandates.
Those mandates are facing fierce
opposition in many quarters including Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro’s refusal
to enforce the state’s new mask
mandate.
Dutchess County while certainly not immune to the pandemic has been remarkably successful in keeping the COVID
numbers down. To date, COVID
has claimed 523 lives in the past
two years, which while tragic,
doesn’t remotely compare to
other population centers around
the state and country. At the mo-

ment there are 1,650 active Omicron cases in Dutchess County
with 71 people currently hospitalized with more than one million COVID tests administered.
The most troubling aspect of
the Omicron variant is the fact
its numbers have been doubling
every two to three days nationally. The good news is this particular strain has not proven particularly deadly although authorities
advise older residents and those
with compromised immune systems to avoid optional activities
and crowded venues. According
to the Dutchess County Dashboard, 65% of county residents
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have been completely vaccinated.
While the COVID numbers
have been ticking higher in recent days, it appears to be doing so at a declining rate. Late
last week the county saw 160162 new cases but by early this
week the number of new cases
had dropped to 49. It has also
been reported that the impact
of the Omicron for most people
has been similar to a bad cold or
the flu. Most people are said to
recover rather quickly but like
everything else COVID-related,
that can change quickly as well.

SERINO TO STATE : EVERY PENNY FROM
CUOMO BOOK DEAL SHOULD GO TO
VICTIMS OF FAILED PANDEMIC POLICIES
BY HV NEWS STAFF
Senator Sue Serino, the
ranking member of the State
Senate’s Aging Committee, released the following statement
in response to news that disgraced Governor Andrew Cuomo must return proceeds from
his pandemic book deal.
“Every penny that the disgraced former Governor profited
off of New Yorkers’ pain should
be directed to the victims of his
dangerous pandemic policies,
like the many families who lost
loved ones in New York’s nursing homes. While no amount
of money will ever bring these
residents back, I urge Attorney
General James to take this opportunity to put these misbegotten funds to work to acknowledge their pain, and to send a
strong message to New Yorkers
that no public official should be
able to leverage their office to
personally profit off the backs
of those they serve.
For those of us who have

spent months pushing for accountability, today’s JCOPE
decision is a step in the right
direction. However, the Commission remains deeply flawed,
and through its inaction on this
issue, the Legislature has remained complicit in allowing
its pervasive dysfunction to
continue.
We will not stop pushing for
the full transparency, answers,
justice and accountability that
these families, and all New
Yorkers, deserve.”
In March of this year, Senators Serino and George Borrello brought a motion before
the Senate’s Aging Committee
that would have required former JCOPE Chair and Cuomo
appointee, Camille Joseph Varlack, to testify before the committee in relation to the Commission’s approval of the book
deal. The motion to subpoena
Varlack was denied by the Aging Committee Chair.

ITS OKAY TO TALK BACK TO US.
Email your Letter to the Editor to editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com.

cancelled or rescheduled. Maybe a
movie? Not likely as who wants to
OPINION sit in a dark room waiting for someUSUALLY RIGHT one to hack up a lung five rows behind you.
BY JIM LANGAN
Okay, then how about a meal
ANOTHER TOUGH
at your favorite restaurant? After
all, these restaurant owners have
CHRISTMAS
managed to navigate some of the
Normally I find Christmas one dumbest restrictions in history and
of my favorite times of the year and are just getting back on their feet.
why not. Loved ones and friends I’m going to guess you could fire a
shower you with presents. There shotgun at some of these high end
are usually lots of Christmas parties restaurants this week and not hit a
and events to keep us entertained customer or a glazed pheasant. Personally, I implore you to support
and well lubricated.
Our favorite sports teams are your local restaurants and the hard
at full throttle with spring training working people they employ.
But here’s my real issue with
on the horizon. Yes, I will confess
that I consider “Truck Day” a na- Christmas this year. Thanks to the
tional holiday. It’s that glorious fabulous job Joe Biden has done on
day in early February where a Red the economy and the supply chain
Sox moving van loads up all the problem, you can’t order anyone
anything that will arrive in time
bats, balls and exercise
equipment from Fen- “You’re more likely for Christmas. The lovely
way Park and embarks to have the Easter Caroline and I have spent
upon a sacred journey to Bunny deliver your countless hours surfing
Fort Meyers, Florida for Christmas gift innumerable websites for
than Santa” Christmas presents. The
spring training. The ancommon theme is a nonual ritual usually attracts a caravan of Sox fans to accompany the tation that the desired gift will not
truck. Someday I aspire to be in arrive before Christmas. The other
option is going into an actual store
that joyous caravan, but I digress.
But back to Christmas and why and buying something and sending
this year is so tough. Let’s start it yourself. Not if you plan on using
with the whole COVID thing. Last the snail mail known as the U.S.
summer you had the President tell- Postal Service. You’re more likely
ing everyone if you’re vaccinated, to have the Easter Bunny deliver
you’re good to go. Then you’re not your Christmas gift than Santa.
Of course you could always inand in fact some new strain of the
virus is about to ravage the land vite family and friends over for a
once again. So the vaccines don’t little Christmas cheer but I’m betwork or you just don’t know what ting you’d have better luck attractyou’re talking about? Meanwhile ing a crowd with Mitch McConnell
New York City is shutting down doing a little stand-up in your livagain and the highly valued tourist ing room. So here’s hoping we all
is indicating they’d rather sightsee look back on these times the way
in Kabul than subject themselves to previous generations have on hardthe COVID risks and lawlessness ship and inconvenience. We’ll all
get through it but in the meantime
in the Big Apple.
How about a Broadway show or make the best of it. And if you think
the Rockettes? Not this year, But- of anyone overlooked this year,
tercup. How about taking in a ball reach out to them. Christmas is a
game? Sorry but half the players lousy time of year to be alone.
Merry Christmas.
have COVID or the game has been
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•

•

The COVID hysteria was
on full display last week as
Radio City Music Hall cancelled the Rockettes twenty
minutes before the curtain
went up on the annual
Christmas
spectacular.
Some children were observed in tears. Later in
the day they cancelled the
rest of the run.
The consistently disappointing New York Mets
named former Yankee
and Oriole manager Buck
Showalter their new skipper, proving everything
old can be new again.
The self-important Showalter has been sarcastically called by some as “the
man who invented baseball.”

critical to the military’s success. Oh, how I wish George
Patton and Douglas McArthur were around to respond
to that.

• A guide put out by the
Salvation Army suggesting white people are
racists and demanding
they apologize for their
skin color has donations
plunging across the •
country. Gee, I wonder
why.

•

•

Speaking of reprising a role,
actor Sam Watterson is returning as DA Jack McCoy
next season on “Law & Order.” Now if we could just
bring Jerry Orbach back
from the grave, I’d watch it
again.

•

It would appear actor Chris
Noth will not be returning to
“Law & Order” after a third
woman accused him of sex- •
ual assault over the years.
Noth called the allegations
a complete fabrication although he did say the sex
was consensual.

•

that
OJ
Simpson
is finally
as free as a
bird. He’s
done with
parole on
his Vegas
memorabilia sentence and
can devote
all of his time to finding his
wife’s real killer.

Good to see Joe Biden took
time out of his busy schedule
to tell us that “gender advisors” for combat troops are •

In Palm Beach, Rod Stewart, 76, and his 41-year-old
son Sean pleaded guilty
to assault charges against
them for roughing up a security guard at an event they
crashed at the Breakers Hotel. I’m guessing someone
was over-served and somebody wrote out a nice check
to the guard to make it go
away.
Nice to see former Giant
Lawrence Taylor arrested yet
again for violating the terms
of his sex offender status in
Florida. The guy has been a
train wreck most of his life •
and it’s time the Giant’s cut
ties with him before he pulls
an OJ.
Then again we read last week

• Nice to see Caroline Kennedy will be spending
the long, cold winter in
the Australian summer
heat as Joe Biden appointed her as the U.S. Ambassador. She had a similar
gig under Obama. It’s good
to be a Kennedy.

In Florida, the Black News
Network (BNC) announced
significant layoffs after it
came in 123rd of 124 metered
networks with a daily viewership of 4,000. The network
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•

was started in 2020 by former Oklahoma congressman
J.C. Watts. Jacksonville Jaguars owner Shad Khan owns
a majority stake and is said
to have invested $50 million
in the network. Who was last
you ask? Something called
BelN Sports.
Hyde Park lost one of its favorite citizens with the passing of superstar realtor and
former Chamber of Commerce President Christine
Jones. The effervescent and
energetic Jones was one of
four accomplished sisters
and left a very big footprint
in Hyde Park. Christine was
72. R.I.P.

Finally, we hear the late Sen.
Bob Dole had one last quip
as he lay on his deathbed. He
turned to one of his doctor’s
and asked, “Does this mean
I’ll be allowed to vote in
Chicago.”

ONE MORE EASY CHRISTMAS COOKIE

TA
IS SAN HIS
NG
SELLI E?
HOUS

BY CAROLINE CAREY

1127 Brush Hill Road, Millbrook
This Adirondack style
post and beam, open
concept log home is sited
on 30 plus acres for privacy
and country living. Well
appointed with extensive
stone and tile work
throughout, you'll enjoy
pre-dinner wine tastings
from bottles in your 1,000
plus bottle cellar and tasting
room, and enjoy a pizza appetizer
made in your wood fired oven.
The culinary arts kitchen offers a
Viking Stove.

$2,650,000

Savor the luxury with the
silk like feeling of bare feet on
the unique wood floors, sourced
from a tobacco plantation. The
first floor master bedroom suite
offers privacy, away from guests
and others. Get fit
in your home gym,
steps away from
the outdoor hot tub
and private patio
for a post workout
soak. Build your
yoga studio or artist/
writers retreat in
the barn, or bring
your farm animals
as a hobby. Separate
guest/staff accessory
unit for extra
accommodations.
A new roof and
deck have just
been completed.
This home is
beyond compare,
where nothing is
lacking for you
and yours to live/
work/ and play.

By now your freezer should be full of all the Christmas cookies
that you made and froze in December. And the best part of that trove
is that each day you can pull out a different selection and enjoy them
with your friends and family.
These bar cookies are a simple but delicious addition to any
holiday cookie platter. They are simple to make and actually “light”
compared to most of my holiday treats. And I don’t often like nuts
in my cookies but the pecans are key to the flavor combination, and
the sweet salty mix.
And trust me, Santa loves them!

TURTLE COOKIES
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Combine all of the crust ingredients
except pecans in a bowl. Beat Crust
at medium speed until mixture • 2 cups flour
• 1 cup packed brown sugar
resembles fine crumbs.
Press
• 1/2 cup butter
crust mixture onto the bottom of • 1 cup pecan halves
an ungreased 13 x 9 baking pan. Topping
Spread pecans evenly over unbaked • 2/3 cup butter
crust.
• 1/2 cup packed brown sugar
Combine 2/3 cup butter and • 1 1/2 cups semi-sweet
chocolate chips
1/2 cup packed brown sugar in a
saucepan. Cook over medium heat,
stirring constantly. Bring to a boil, for 1-2 minutes. Pour the
caramel evenly over the pecans and the crust. Bake for 18-20
minutes until entire caramel layer is bubbling. Remove from oven
and immediately sprinkle with chocolate chips. Swirl melted chips
over bars. Cool completely then cut into bars.

INGREDIENTS
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BY ALYSSA KOGON
With
New York
State
experiencing the worst Covid-19
caseload in months due mostly
to the new Omicron strain,
Dutchess County residents may
find themselves reassessing their
holiday and travel plans. We asked
local Harlem Valley residents if
Covid-19 was going to interrupt
their celebrations.
Mary Maillet, an avid social
media user, shared that ,“There
will be four adults and a 20-monthold baby at my Christmas table,
with presents and prime rib for
dinner. Going to enjoy the magic
of Christmas through the eyes of
a child for the first time in years.”
While some stores, such as the
Cumberland Farms in Amenia,
are requiring masks for customers
to enter, others have decided to
ditch the requirement.
This has led to strong feelings
coming from both sides of the

A VERY OMICRON CHRISTMAS
issue.
However, for some people
dealing with medical issues, the
path is clear. Crystal Wilbur took
time out from her busy day to
tell us about her Christmas plans.
“I will have eight people at my
house this year. The same people
I'm around every day. I'm going
through chemo so I want to be
safe.”
Playing it safe appears to be a
big part of this year’s holiday story.
Gary John Young and many locals
are opting to be careful. “We are
having five close family members
join us for dinner. All adults have
been fully vaccinated and we have
had a booster shot,” he stated.
Our good friends at WholeyOats
Granola are following Young’s
lead. “Same here, having 8 adults,
all fully vaccinated,” they replied.
“Small family gathering of 7 same
as we did for Thanksgiving, all

are vaccinated but not boosted.
Hopefully all will be safe,” added
Eileen Logiudice.
On the flip side, we had several
people let us know that their
holiday festivities are full steam
ahead. Sandy Johnson, proprietress
of Hilltop House Bed and Breakfast
in Amenia, stated firmly, “Nope,
nope, nope” to our query about
holiday plans.
Mirroring her
feelings was volunteer fireman
Tony Mirande from Dover who also
noted that he was not changing any
of his celebration due to the uptick
in cases or the mask mandate. Mary
M. Belliveau told us, “I am still
having my big Christmas dinner.”
Additionally, Terry Sullivan chimed
in with a very firm “no way!” in
answer to the question.
Many others are also keeping the
joy of the holidays intact. Amenia
artist Brent Dewhurst is planning
“no major changes except staying

MOLINARO URGES GOVERNOR TO
RECONSIDER STANCE ON 'TEST
TO STAY'

BY HV NEWS STAFF
Dutchess County has been
partnering with local school
districts to provide testing for
“Test to Stay (TTS)” strategy
– which the CDC on Friday
issued a report offering emphatic
support for the “usefulness of
TTS for helping to maintain inperson learning in school.” Not
only does TTS allow students
to ability the stay in school,
without unnecessary educational
disruption
of
quarantine
following an exposure, the
program increased information

about the health status of
exposed students - effectively
creating a targeted surveillance
testing program with parental
consent.
On Friday, County Executive
Molinaro sent a letter to
Governor Hochul (at right) to
encourage and support broad
adoption of TTS.
Supporting Dutchess' work,
Governor Hochul on Monday
endorsed the successful program
and will be providing tests for
schools across the state.

Email your news and events by 5 p.m. on Fridays to
weekend@thehudsonvalleynews.com
{8} December 22-28, 2021 • editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com • THE HUDSON VALLEY NEWS - AMENIA & WASSAIC

vigilant and mindful of others.”
Megan Ann wrote, “I won’t be
changing plans as my family and I
are all vaccinated and wear masks
so I (we) feel safe. Plus it’s only a
handful of people.” Horton House
Scone Company told us, “We are
not changing our plans! Still going
to New Hampshire and Maine to
spend time with family.”
Finally, Cyndi Butts let her
feelings be known about celebrating
the holiday season. “We will have
11 adults, 4 children. Not letting
an agenda keep us away this
year!” Mirroring her plans to
not let Covid change the spirit of
the season was Miriam Devine,
“My family was not together last
year, this year all 16 of us will be
together: God willing.”
No matter how you choose
to celebrate, the Hudson Valley
News wishes all of our readers a
very Merry Christmas.

There were so many clever displays this year, and a bunch of
give aways for the kids. The
Stanford Fire Company, Bank
around town
of Millbrook, Stanford Lions
Club and Stanford Free Library
teamed up to supply gift bags
BY HEIDI JOHNSON
full of goodies for each child.
Just a quick column this week This was a generous and much
as events are winding down appreciated contribution, thank
during the holiday season, and I you!
am swamped with work.
Thank you to all of the volLocal Light Displays
unteers and organizations who
A reminder that there are
supported the Jingle Through great light displays at two loat Seymour Smith School this cal homes. One is located on
past weekend. For those that Near Road just off of Jackson
aren’t familiar with this event, Corners Road in Gallatin, and
it is basically a parade in re- the other on Fabrello Lane off
verse – the floats are stationary, of Lake Road in Pine Plains.
and the spectators drive past. These families really go all-out
on their holiday decorations for
no
other
reason than
to bring joy
to those that
drive past.
Check them
out!
Stanford
Library
News
S t a n ford Lions
Jingle Through event at Seymour Smith School. Photos submitted.
Club Memory Tree –
Will be on
the
porch
outside the
main
entrance
of
the library
this
year.
The Memory Tree is a
physical reminder that
the legacy
of our loved
ones continues. Hang
Jingle Through event at Seymour Smith School.
a tag with

messages or
memories of
the special
people
in
your life.
Become
a
Library
Booster – If
you are interested in
donating
your
time
and talents
in a way
that benefits
the library,
p l e a s e

Jingle Through event at Seymour Smith School.

email the library to be added
to the library booster list. Library staff will contact people
on the booster list from time to
time for various sorts of help.
Please note that putting your
name on the list does not obligate you to do anything – you
are always free to accept or decline requests as your personal
situation allows.

Jingle Through event at Seymour Smith School.

to your community
•
are looking for a challenge.
To be an active member, you
must be 18 years of age or older and have a valid New York
State driver's license. To be a
junior member, you must be 1618 years of age.
Stanford Fire Company will
provide training opportunities.
An application can be picked up
Stanford Fire Company
at the fire house Monday nights
Seeks Volunteers
from 6 to 7 p.m. or by calling
Stanford Fire Company is 845-868-7320.
looking for volunteers to join
their volunteer fire company.
Merry Christmas, everyone!
Here are some details:
See you next week.
Must be a Stanfordville resident and…
Heidi Johnson can be
•
like to help people
reached at 845-392-4348 or
•
are looking to give back heidij08751@gmail.com.
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HIKE OFF THE CHRISTMAS CALORIES

BY CAROLINE CAREY
Before winter really sets in on us, and
the snow starts getting deeper and deeper,
why not spend the day after Christmas outside hiking along some of these great trails?
And after all of the holiday feasting, it will
probably feel good to get out and exercise
a bit. Dutchess County has plenty of scenic
routes and pathways to explore so take advantage of them before the snow rolls in!

Mount Beacon Park
This trail is perfect for beginner level
hikers or those who just want to enjoy an
easy stroll through the woods. It's a one
mile loop that connects to many more miles
of trail in Fishkill Ridge and Hudson Highlands State park. Stop and take in the spectacular views of Beacon, Hudson Valley,
and the Hudson Valley Highlands. Intersection of Route 9D and Howland Avenue in
Beacon (www.scenichudson.org).

hike, make sure to stop and enjoy the
sweep of lawn overlooking the river.
Located in Staatsburg (www.trails.
com/tcatalog_trail.aspx?trailid=HGN205-018).
Poet's Walk Romantic Landscape Park Trail
Do something new and exciting
with a loved one and hike Poet's
Walk. This trail is only two miles
long and follows the river for most
of the way. Explore the open fields,
spend time in the rustic gazebos,
and look out over the Catskills. Located in
Thompson Pond Trail
Red Hook (www.scenichudson.org/parks/
Thompson Pond Trail is a great hike for
poetswalk).
families. It's only three miles and very easy
to navigate! Explore the pond and
the natural wetlands surrounding
the trail as well. Located in Millerton (www.trails.com/tcatalog_
trail.aspx?trailid=XFA239-008).
Historic Hyde Park Trail
Enjoy over ten miles of this
scenic trail that links several parks
and historic sites together. You
can enter the trail at any of these
locations: Home of Franklin D.
Roosevelt National Historic Site,
Vanderbilt Mansion National HisStissing Mountain Trail
toric Site, Val-Kill National Historic Site,
This trail is a steep ascent that leads to Hackett Hill Town Park, Pinewoods Town
a fire-tower overlooking the picturesque Park, and Riverfront Town Park (www.
Mid-Hudson. The difficulty level of the hydeparkny.us/Recreation/Trails/).
path is moderate, so be prepared for some
twists and turns along the way. Located in
Millerton (www.hikethehudsonvalley.com/
stissing-mountain).

Norrie Point Trail
Get up close and personal with the Hudson River as you hike Norrie Point Trail.
For more than 2.5 out of the five mile path
you will walk along the water and take
in the beautiful scenery. At the end of the
{10} December 22-28, 2021 • editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com • THE HUDSON VALLEY NEWS - AMENIA & WASSAIC

While our primary focus
is on volunteering by seniors,
GOLDEN LIVING volunteers of all ages are welNews for Seniors, Their
come. Schools and houses of
Families and Caregivers
worship that feature a community service component for their
BY TODD N. TANCREDI
students are welcome; contact
RECENTLY RETIRED
OFA Outreach Coordinator BriAND WONDERING
an Jones at bjones@dutchessny.
WHAT TO DO?
gov or 845-486-2544 to find out
The COVID-19 pandemic more.
has spurred many older workers
who had been on the fence about
HOME DELIVERED
retiring to make the decision to
MEALS – DRIVERS
step away from full-time work.
WANTED
According to The New School’s
Whether you’re reading this
Schwartz Center for Economic in Poughkeepsie, Pine Plains,
Policy Analysis, the ranks of Pawling or Pleasant Valley – or
the retired in the U.S. include anywhere else in Dutchess –
about two million more peo- there’s an OFA Senior Friendple than expected during more ship Center near you that would
typical times. That works out gladly welcome another volunto about 1,800 Dutchess Coun- teer driver for the Home Delivty residents who retired, when ered Meals program.
they hadn’t expected to retire as
We’ll work with whatever
recently as two years ago.
time you can commit to, whethIf that sounds like your sit- er that’s every weekday or only
uation, and you find yourself occasionally, and with whatever
wanting to avoid “idle hands,” places you’re willing and able
the Office for the Aging has to get to. Fuel reimbursement is
plenty of ways you can help as available for volunteers who deone of our volunteers.
liver using their own vehicles.

COMBINING VOLUNTEERING WITH EXERCISE
OFA’s Senior Exercise, Bingocize, Tai Chi and “A Matter
of Balance” programs welcome
volunteer instructors. No specific exercise expertise is required
but is always welcome. We offer
both in-person and remote class
opportunities.
A NEW OFA VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITY
Dutchess County is full of
seniors who are adapting to life
online, and others who would
like to but are unsure of how
to start. They’re in search of a
jargon-free introduction to the
online world. They’re interested in getting smartphones, for
example, but want a guiding
hand to help them get started. If
you can help in this way, get in
touch with OFA.

available at dutchessny.gov/aging. If you’re not online, call
845-486-2555 and we’ll mail
you a form.
OTHER VOLUNTEERING
OPTIONS
OFA works closely with the
following organizations that
provide volunteer services for
our seniors:
Friends of Seniors – 845485-1277, friendsofseniors.org
Pawling Resource Center
– 845-855-3459, pawlingresourcecenter.org
North East Community Center – 518-789-4258, neccmillerton.org
For a wider range of volunteer opportunities based in
Dutchess County, visit dutchessny.gov/Business/volunteer-opportunities.htm

Golden Living is prepared by
the Dutchess County Office for
HOW DO I BECOME AN
the Aging, 114 Delafield Street,
OFA VOLUNTEER?
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601,
There’s a printable volun- telephone 845-486-2555, email:
teering form that covers all ofa@dutchessny.gov website:
our volunteering opportunities, www.dutchessny.gov/aging.

LOCAL ARTS ORGANIZATIONS TO
RECEIVE OVER $800,000 IN STATE GRANTS
BY HV NEWS STAFF
Senator
Sue
Serino
congratulated local art programs
that will benefit directly from
$867,800 in New York State
Council on the Arts (NYSCA)
Grants.
“The arts play a critical role
in making the Hudson Valley
such a special place to live and
work, and we have a duty to do
all we can to ensure this sector
has the resources it needs not
just to survive the pandemic,
but to thrive again,”said Senator
Serino.“These grants will fund
a wide array of projects in
Dutchess and Putnam counties,

and we thank the Council on
the Arts for recognizing the
role these local organizations
play in engaging residents and
visitors alike. We congratulate
all of these amazing grantees,
and look forward to seeing how
these grants are put to use to
help revitalize such an important
part of our community, and our
economy.”
According to correspondence
from NYSCA, with a historic
investment of over $100 million
made by the state, in June of
2021, the Council launched
a streamlined grantmaking

process that aimed to reduce
red tape for applicants of all
sizes, expand eligibility to
diverse artistic disciplines
and emphasize the flexibility
of grant funding to ensure
organizations
could
meet
unique needs brought on by the
pandemic.
“While the arts were
particularly hard hit by the
pandemic, it is also our
artists who have helped us
reimagine what it looks like
to rebuild in its wake,” Serino
continued.“The arts community
has demonstrated immense

resilience, and we are confident
that this industry will come
back better than ever in the
months ahead.”
Serino serves as the ranking
member of the State Senate’s
Committee on Cultural Affairs,
Tourism, Parks and Recreation.

Email your news and
events by 5 p.m. on
Fridays to
weekend@thehudsonvalleynews.com
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6411 Montgomery Street,
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-876-8052

WE ARE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SERVERS
BARTENDER BUSSERS, HOSTS AND KITCHEN STAFF

www.fosterscoachhousetavern.com

Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro joined volunteers laying Christmas
wreaths on veterans' graves at Evergreen Cemetery in Pine Plains on Saturday.
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