
The normally tranquil streets of Amenia 
were alive with holiday spirit and cheer last 
Sunday, December 5th.  The Amenia Wassaic 
Community Organization, along with many 
other local partners, sponsored and supported the 
10th annual Celebration of Lights and Parade. 
Festivities kicked off with a family fun day 

along the Route 343 corridor.  The philanthropic 
group was brought in by event's host the Amenia 
Fire Department, to help run and build on the 
excitement of the celebration from years past.  
Judging from the happy faces of families that 
came out to enjoy the day, it was a huge success.
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HARLEM VALLEY ARRESTED DEVELOPMENTS
• A Hudson Valley man has been arrested for allegedly breaking 

into a home and sexually assaulting a resident.  Dutchess Coun-
ty resident Thomas E. Ryan, 54, of LaGrange, was arrested on 
Thursday, December 2, for the Monday, November 1 incident, 
said Trooper AJ Hicks. According to Hicks, troopers were dis-
patched to a residence in the Town of Amenia for a report of a 
burglary in progress. An investigation determined Ryan illegally 
entered the residence through a window and sexually assaulted 
the victim.  Ryan was arrested and charged with criminal sex act 
in the first degree, a class-B felony, burglary in the second degree, 
a class-C felony, and sexual abuse in the first degree, a class-D 
felony. He was arraigned and remanded to the Dutchess County 
Jail in lieu of $20,000 cash bail or $50,000 bond.   He is next 
scheduled to appear before the Town of Amenia Court at a later 
date.

• On December 1, detectives and deputies reported the arrest 
of Robert T. St. John,  41, who was charged with CPW in the 
second degree for a loaded firearm, CPAW, menacing in the 
second degree, criminal contempt in the second degree and 
endangering the welfare of a child, subsequent to an incident 

reported to the Sheriff’s Office .  St. John  was arraigned in the 
Town of Northeast Court and remanded to the Dutchess County 
Jail.

• On November 30, deputies  investigated an act  of criminal 
mischief to the press box at Pine Plains High School.

• On November 30, deputies responded to 12 David Road in the 
Village of Millerton for an unwanted person causing a disturbance.  
The situation was mediated by patrol. 

• On November 28, deputies   responded to the area of Kirby Hill 
Road in Pawling for multiple cars stuck in the road way due to 
weather conditions. Kirby Hill Road was closed temporarily due 
to weather conductions.  County Highway was notified, and the 
road was re-opened after County Highway arrived.

 
If you have any information relative to the aforementioned criminal 

cases, or any other suspected criminal activity please contact the 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office tip line at  845-605-CLUE (2583) or 
email  dcsotips@gmail.com.  All information will be kept confidential.       

       
*NOTE:  All subjects arrested and charged are alleged to have 

committed the crime and are presumed innocent until proven guilty and 
are to appear in local courts at a later date.

Email your events and activities  by 
5 p.m. on Fridays to 

weekend@thehudsononvalleynews.com

ONE KILLED IN ROUTE 22 CRASH
BY HV NEWS STAFF

A 51-year-old man was killed 
and three others hospitalized in 
the Hudson Valley following a 
chain-reaction crash, according to 
authorities.

New York State Police troopers 
in Dutchess County launched an 
investigation into a fatal crash that 
was reported at approximately 

6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 
30 on Route 22 in Dover.

Police said that the initial 
investigation determined that 
Pawling resident David Elwell was 
driving a 2012 Hyundai Accent 
northbound on Route 22 near 
North Nellie Hill Road when he 
entered the southbound lanes for 

unknown reasons.  After crossing 
over, Elwell struck a 2003 GMC 
Envoy that was traveling south, 
which was then rear-ended by a 
2019 Hino box truck.

According to police, Elwell 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene by paramedics, while three 
occupants of the GMC SUV 

were transported to MidHudson 
Regional Hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries.

The driver of the box truck was 
evaluated at the scene but refused 
medical treatment.

The investigation into the crash 
is ongoing.



At around 2:30 p.m., tables 
lined the main street of town 
with complimentary food and 
crafts for everyone to enjoy.  
Wingdale resident Hayley 
Ryan, 7, visited the craft table 
by the basketball court with her 
brother Cameron and parents 
Jessica and Bob. She was very 
excited to create an ornament 
for her tree at home and to 
visit with Santa and receive a 
present.   Freshtown volunteers 
were additionally on hand with 

delicious hot cocoa, cookies, 
warm cider and even water 
bottles for all revelers.  

Silo Ridge Field Club and 
the Amenia Library hosted 
Santa (Mark Hussey) and his elf 
(13-year-old Curry Nye) who 
were volunteering on behalf of 
the Silo Ridge Field Club.  Each 
child was gifted with a candy 
cane and a new wrapped book.  
Four-year-old Franco Santiago 
from Dover was excited for his 
very first visit with Santa and 
asked for a Mario action figure.  

Silo Ridge Field Club was 
also stationed outside of Great 
Cape Baking Company with 
piping hot tamales created just 
for the special day.  Everyone 
was happy to see former 
Monte’s chef extraordinaire 
Dafna Mizrahi on hand to help 
serve the treats.

Up the street, Amenia Town 
Supervisor Victoria Perotti and 
Recreation Director Kelly Mi-
lano helped local children cre-
ate colorful scratch art decora-
tions.  The Amenia Historical 
Society passed out candy canes 

and literature 
on the town’s 
colorful past.  
Tienda Mi Es-
quina dished 
out delicious 
mini tacos 
and a won-
derful warm 
Mexican bev-
erage, Arroz 
Con Leche.  

The beau-
tiful decora-
tive planters 
and Christ-
mas trees that 
graced the 
main drag 
were all gift-
ed to the town 
by the Ame-

nia Wassaic Community Orga-
nization and added greatly to 
the jovial atmosphere.

Music was not in short 
supply as the Webutuck Musical 
Warriors put on a nostalgic 
outdoor concert of holiday 
favorites for everyone to enjoy. 
As the day grew dark, residents 
filtered over to Fountain Square 
for the tree lighting.  DJ Riley 
was named Citizen of the Year 
for his 30 years of mentorship 
and volunteerism with town 
youth sports. Finally, the 
parade and a free movie at Four 
Brothers capped off the event.

This holiday season the 
Amenia Wassaic Community 
Organization has done so 
much to help make the holiday 
season brighter for everyone.  
Aside from the Holiday Lights 
Parade, they are partnering 
on the holiday stocking drive, 
Amenia Adopt-a-Family, and, 
with Tent, for a holiday food 
backpack drive for St. Thomas 
Church. Earlier this year, the 
AWCO hosted Webutuck 
School’s summer camp 
program and the Hudson 
Valley Rodeo. Other 
partners of the Holiday 
Lights Parade included 
Four Brothers, Page 
Lumber, Freshtown, 
Silo Ridge Field Club,  

Amenia Fire Department, 
Amenia Recreation, Amenia 
Tractor Supply, Town of 
Amenia, Amenia Library, 
Webutuck Music Warriors and 
many other local friends and 
businesses.   
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
<<  Continued from page 1

Looking for a full-time 
personal care provider for 

my parents. 

Day or night shift available.
The caregiver work is 

Monday through Friday,
6 hours per shift from
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 

$20/hr
Email luoisem47@gmail.com 

for more information or to 
schedule an interview.

Caregiver 
Needed

Grace Bailey, age 5 as Cindy Lou Hoo.

Hayley Ryan showing the ornament she made. Photos by Alyssa Kogon.

Webutuck Music Warriors band .
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Once again the New York 
State Police in Troop K are join-
ing forces with the United States 
Marine Corps to collect donated 
children’s toys as part of the na-
tional Toys for Tots program this 
holiday season.

Between now and December 
17, 2021, people can drop off new, 
unwrapped toys at Troop K Head-
quarters, SP Poughkeepsie, locat-
ed at 2541 Route 44 in Salt Point, 
or any of the local Troop K bar-
racks. Representatives of the Ma-
rine Corps will pick up the toys 
for distribution to area children.

All 18 Troop K stations located 
in Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess 
and Columbia counties are partic-
ipating in the initiative. 

STATE POLICE IN TROOP K PARTNERING WITH THE UNITED 
STATES MARINE CORPS TO HELP LOCAL CHILDREN

BY HV NEWS STAFF

New York State Police organizing the toy donations at Troop K.  Photo submitted.

REMOTE SENIOR 
EXERCISE, TAI CHI 

AND BINGOCIZE
Dutchess County seniors 

who’d like to get their exercise 
in this winter, without running 
the added risks of winter travel, 
can now sign up for remote Tai 
Chi and/or Bingocize classes 
this winter. As mentioned in 
last week’s "Golden Living," 
OFA is also offering a remote 
“A Matter of Balance” class this 
winter. To register for any class, 
and for more information, call 
OFA at 845-486-2555 or email 
ofa@dutchessny.gov.

If you’d like to become a 
volunteer class leader in any 
exercise class, contact OFA. 
Training is provided.

WINTER 2021-22 
“SPOTLIGHT ON SENIORS”

The Winter 2021-22 issue of 
OFA’s "Spotlight on Seniors" 
newsletter is now in print and 
being delivered to thousands 
of seniors and caregivers 
throughout Dutchess County. 
You can read about the recent 
return of OFA’s Tri-Town Senior 
Friendship Center; OFA’s plans 
for events throughout 2022; 
possible upcoming changes 
to New York Medicaid; 
information on discussing 
aging as it relates to driving, 
and much more. There’s even 
a bit of advice on how to make 
your outdoor space safely bird-
friendly for the winter.

You can also view it online 
at dutchessny.gov/aging, where 
you can also find back issues 
of the newsletter. OFA also 
delivers copies of Spotlight to 
public libraries, senior centers 
and senior housing complexes 
throughout Dutchess County. If 
you manage any such facilities 

and would like some newsletters 
to distribute while supplies last, 
email bjones@dutchessny.gov. 

If you’re not online and 
would like to be placed on the 
mailing list for future issues of 
"Spotlight," call 845-486-2555.

OFA MEALS, FRIENDSHIP 
CENTERS AND INCLEMENT 

WEATHER
With winter about to begin, 

and a good chance of winter 
weather preceding the formal 
arrival of the solstice, it 
becomes necessary from time 
to time to close OFA Senior 
Friendship Centers and cancel 
Home Delivered Meals (HDM) 
operations.

Remember: When schools in 
your area are closed or delayed, 
it means there’s a strong 
possibility that Friendship 
Centers will be closed and HDM 
deliveries cancelled. Frozen and 
shelf-stable meals are delivered 
in advance of inclement weather 
to ensure HDM clients have 

a nutritious meal to enjoy on 
days when normal delivery is 
cancelled.

Since a typical day for 
the OFA Nutrition Program 
involves serving and delivering 
meals to over 400 seniors 
throughout Dutchess County, 
it’s often not possible to call 
clients individually. 

When winter weather requires 
a change to OFA schedules, 
it’ll be announced and/or 
posted on area radio stations 
and their websites. Dutchess 
County government will also 
provide updates on social 
media channels: facebook.com/
DutchessCoGov and twitter.
com/DutchessCoGov.

Golden Living is prepared by 
the Dutchess County Office for 
the Aging, 114 Delafield Street., 
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601, 
telephone 845-486-2555, email: 
ofa@dutchessny.gov; website: 
www.dutchessny.gov/aging

GOLDEN LIVING

BY TODD N. TANCREDI

News for Seniors, Their 
Families and Caregivers
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“We have lost a true, 
American icon. Senator Bob 
Dole dedicated his life to public 
service and working to make 
life better for Americans every 
single day. A World War II 
veteran, who earned two purple 
hearts and a bronze star, and was 
left for dead on the battlefield, 
was the very embodiment of 
the grit and determination that 
defined the Greatest Generation. 

"A son of Kansas, Dole 
was a Member of the House 
of Representatives, a Senator, 
and the longest serving Senate 
Republican Leader in history 
when he resigned. In a symbol 
of Bob Dole's importance to the 

Republican Party, he was our 
Vice-Presidential candidate in 
1976 and twenty years later our 
Presidential nominee. 

"Following his distinguished 
political career, he dedicated 
himself to raising money for 
the World War II memorial in 
Washington, DC and then spent 
weekends there welcoming 
visitors and speaking with 
veterans. 

"Senator Bob Dole was a 
great legislator and Republican 
and an even better man, whose 
positive impact on Americans 
is indelible. Erin and I offer 
our deepest condolences to his 
family." 

STATEMENT FROM NYGOP CHAIRMAN 
NICK LANGWORTHY ON THE PASSING 

OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
WHAT IF DOLE 
WON IN 1996?

The passing of former Sen. 
Bob Dole had me reading many 
of the accolades pouring in ex-
tolling the greatness of the man. 
And make no mistake about it, 
Bob Dole was a once in a gener-
ation figure who embodied what 
America is all about. He was the 
personification of the “Great-
est Generation” having enlist-
ed in the Army at the outbreak 
of WWII. He was also seriously 
wounded and spent the rest of his 
life with limited use of his right 
arm. I remember meeting him at 
a political event in Massachu-
setts in 1978 and being taken a 
back when I attempted 
to shake his hand and 
saw he had a ball point 
pen in his right hand 
to avoid an awkward 
handshake. 

Dole, of course, went on to 
have a successful political ca-
reer which included being Ger-
ald Ford’s VP nominee before 
becoming the Republican Par-
ty’s presidential nominee in 1996 
where he lost to Bill Clinton. That 
got me thinking about how im-
portant that election was and how 
much different the world would 
have been if Dole had won. For-
get the obvious contrast between 
the draft-dodging, womanizer 
Bill Clinton and the war hero and 
straight shooter Dole. That’s too 
easy.

Let’s start with the fact that 
Clinton’s relationship with 
22-year-old intern Monica Lew-
insky began in 1995 and the walls 
were closing in on the lying Clin-
ton in 1996. By 1998 Clinton’s 
Lewinsky problem was the dom-

inant news story and when it was 
believed Osama Bin Laden had 
attacked the U.S. embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania, Clinton re-
taliated by bombing what turned 
out to be an aspirin factory in the 
Sudan. Many observers at the 
time thought Clinton was attempt-
ing to distract American’s preoc-
cupation with the sex scandal by 
appearing presidential. There’s a 
reason Dustin Hoffman did “Wag 
the Dog” in 1997. Bin Laden is 
said to have chosen to retaliate by 
masterminding the 9/11 attacks.

Then there’s the political ram-
ification of Dole’s loss. Without a 
Clinton second term there would 
never have been the Hillary as-
cendancy. It’s also likely Dole’s 
military experience and political 
skills would have kept Bin Lad-
en at bay. It’s also likely Dole 
would have won a second term 
scuttling any George W. Bush 
candidacy and the eventual inva-

sion of Afghanistan. 
It’s difficult to know if 
Barack Obama would 
have emerged in 2008 
without the dislikable 

Hillary as his primary opponent. 
It’s also fair to say that Don-

ald Trump was never going to 
be president without withering 
cynicism of the Iraq War, Hillary 
Clinton as Secretary of State and 
the emergence of the far left in 
the wake of real leadership like 
a younger Bob Dole. Ironically, 
it was Bob Dole who supported 
Donald Trump as the lone con-
servative voice out there. 

So the next time you hear the 
likes of Georgia’s Stacy Abrams 
and other left-wing politicians 
whining about how every vote 
counts, take them at their word 
on that one. Because every vote 
counts and every election means 
something. Would we be living 
in a perfect world if Bob Dole 
had been elected in 1996? No, 
but it would definitely be a better 
world. R.I.P. Sen. Dole.

OPINION

USUALLY RIGHT
BY JIM LANGAN

“Without a Clinton 
second term, there 
never would have 

been a Hillary 
ascendancy.”
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• It took CNN more than a year 
but they finally fired smarmy 
Chris Cuomo over the week-
end. I suspect we’ll be hear-
ing lots of ugly stories from 
staffers now that he’s gone. 
Can you say divorce court?

• Last week saw yet anoth-
er senseless school shoot-
ing when a 15-year-old boy 
opened fire killing four and 
wounding seven classmates. 
The creepy parents then boo-
gied to Detroit where they 
were arrested while hiding in 
a commercial building. The 
media is eating it up.

• Anybody notice the me-
dia blackout on the career 
criminal in Wisconsin who 
mowed down all those peo-
ple at a Christmas parade? 
It appears he doesn’t fit the 
left’s narrative of a bad guy.

• Nice to see Dr. Mehmet Oz 
announce his intention to run 
for a Pennsylvania senate 
seat next year. Given his TV 
show is in the toilet, I sup-
pose a long shot bid to get 

on the government payroll 
looks pretty appealing. My 
dog has a better shot.

• Symone Sanders, senior 
advisor to Kamala Harris, 
has jumped from the sink-

ing ship. Some 
Biden advisors 
are talking about 
nominating Har-
ris to the Supreme 
Court so they can 
replace her on the 
ticket. It’s such an 
obvious and stupid 
idea, it’s brilliant. 

• Talk about fail-
ing upward. The 
clown show at the 
Dutchess County 

Board of Elections contin-
ued last week. After much 
huffing and puffing over a 
handful of votes in Stan-
ford, Commissioners Han-
nah Black and Erik Haight 
withdrew their childish ac-
cusations after a judge set-
tled the dispute. The place 
is where both parties go to 
bury their dead and their 
mistakes. 

• How embarrassing was that 
ABC News “interview” 
with Alec Baldwin? It seems 
George Stephanopoulos 
has become the poor man’s 
Oprah for troubled celeb-
rities. My takeaway was it 
looks like Baldwin has been 
hiding in a bottle of scotch 
since killing that poor wom-
an. According to Baldwin, 
the gun fired itself. Right, 

and your wife is a Spanish 
aristocrat.

• Good to know New York 
City drug addicts now have 
“supervised injection sites” 
where they can shoot their 
illegal heroin. Yet another 
perk for the criminal class 
compliments of Bill de 
Blasio. What’s next, a free 
weekly smash and grab hour 
at Tiffany’s or Louis Vuit-
ton? 

• We hear former Poughkeep-
sie Council Chair and Coun-
ty Legislator Gwen John-
son is running for mayor in 
2023. Current Mayor Rob 
Rolison is term limited out. 
I wouldn’t bet against Gwen 
and her political network.

• Andrea Ivanova, a 24-year-
old Bulgarian woman, is 
about to have her 27th plas-
tic surgery to lock in her 
reputation as having the 
world’s largest lips. Here’s 
a photo and we’ll leave it 
there. 

• Joe Biden told a group at the 
White House for a Menorah 
lighting that he met with Is-
raeli Prime 
Minister 

 Golda Meir 
to discuss 
serving as a 
liaison be-
tween the 
U.S. and Is-
rael during 
the Six Day 
War. Like so 
many Biden 
stories, it’s 
pure fiction. 
In 1967 
Biden was 
still in law 
school. It 
proves again 

the guy is either a pathologi-
cal liar or should be playing 
shuffleboard in Miami.

• Finally, we’re sorry to report 
the passing of Sen. Robert 
Dole at age 98. Bob Dole 
was truly a great American 
having served in WWII, 
represented Kansas in the 
Senate for years and been 
the Republican nominee for 
president in 1996. I met him 
in 2014 at the WWII Veter-
ans Memorial in Washing-
ton where he regularly sat 
under a tree to greet his fel-
low WWII vets. I was there 
accompanying Hyde Park’s 
John Golden and Bill Volk 
on an Honor Flight.  R.I.P. 
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When people drop by over the holidays, I like to set out a platter 
of a variety of cookies.  So I have started making different kinds 
of cookies, freezing them, and will be ready for the holiday rush.

I have been making these oatmeal gumdrop cookies since I was 
a child. It looks like a platter of ornaments with their gumdrop 
bursts of color  They are chewy and sweet and kind of different.  
You can add nuts or coconut to the batter (when you add  the gum-
drops), but I am a purist.  

You can also use regular gumdrops or the red and green gum-
drops available this time of year.  Also, when you cut the gum-
drops, use scissors and drop them in a bowl of sugar, so they don’t 
all stick together.

Next week, more holiday treats to fill up your freezer (and tum-
my!).

OATMEAL GUMDROP COOKIES
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees 

and grease cookie sheets.
In a large bowl, cream togeth-

er the butter and sugars until light 
and fluffy.  Beat in the eggs, one at 
a time, then mix in vanilla.  Stir in 
flour, baking powder and soda, and 
salt.  Mix in the oats and gumdrops.

Drop tablespoon-sized balls of 
the dough 2 inches apart on cookie 
sheets.  Gently flatten cookies with 
a fork.

Bake for 8 to 10 minutes.  Let 
cookies cool on cookie sheets for 5 
minutes before removing to wire cooling racks.

BY CAROLINE CAREY

• 1 cup shortening (or butter)
• 1 cup sugar
• 1 cup packed brown sugar
• 2 eggs
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 2 cups flour
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
• 1 teaspoon baking soda
• ¼ teaspoon salt
• 2 cups rolled oats
• 1 1/2 cups gumdrops, 

chopped

INGREDIENTS

HOLIDAY BAKING TIME IS HERE
HOUSE   

WEEK       
of the

LEED certified 
modern farmhouse 
on just over six acres 
with views of the 
Catskills. The main 
level of the home 
features an open 
living and dining 
area highlighted by 
a soaring cathedral 
ceiling and a wall 
of glass that opens 
onto the home's wrap around 
front porch. 

The living room area, anchored 
by a handsome fireplace, includes 
a cozy media room tucked to the 
side. The kitchen features a cen-
ter island with seating 
and access to the porch 
and a patio with built-
in grill. The main level 
primary bedroom suite 
includes two walk-in 
closets, a private bath 
with shower and soak-
ing tub, plus a separate 
room currently used as 
a home office. 

Rounding out the main level, 
two additional bedrooms share 
a full bath, a powder room and 

mudroom. Down a 
level, one finds a spa-
cious living room, an 
additional bedroom, 
studio, plus a full 
bath. In addition on 
this level are a gym 
and a wine room. 

Located minutes 
to the village of Mil-
lerton, the Harlem 
Valley Rail Trail, 

and Metro-North to NYC, this 
thoughtfully designed and ener-
gy efficient home is the perfect 
country retreat.

158 Charlie Hill Road, Millerton         $2,200,000
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As part of “Dutchess Invests,” 
Dutchess County Government’s 
program announced in June to 
prioritize the one-time funding 
allocated through the Federal 
Government’s American Rescue 
Plan (ARP), Dutchess County 
Executive Marc Molinaro an-
nounced the county’s high-speed 
internet access survey is the 
county’s first step in investing 
$1 million of the funds in crit-
ical communications infrastruc-
ture. Dutchess County residents, 
nonprofits, and business owners, 
whether with or without Internet 
access, are asked to complete 
the survey to help determine the 
quality and quantity of high-
speed internet, often referred to 
as broadband, available through-
out the county.

Molinaro said, “While a lack 
of access to high-speed Internet 
service has been a national prob-
lem for years, the past 20 months 
of the Coronavirus pandemic has 
both exacerbated and highlight-
ed the ‘digital divide.’ Access to 
this resource has become critical 
as students and employees have 
had to shift between at home 

versus in-person school or work. 
This survey will help us better 
understand where to invest in in-
frastructure and develop a plan 
to ensure access to this critical 
utility.”

High-speed internet tech-
nology has revolutionized the 
way services are provided and 
business is conducted globally 
by improving communication 
and the speed at which infor-
mation flows. From school dis-
tricts adopting hybrid learning to 
healthcare offices offering virtual 
tele-health visits to government 
and nonprofit agencies providing 
the high-quality critical services 
many Dutchess County residents 
rely on, high-speed internet’s 
utility touches all aspects of res-
idential and commercial life.

Due to numerous internet ser-
vice providers serving different 
parts of Dutchess County, reli-
ably identifying gaps in service 
is challenging. Similar surveys, 
such as those conducted by New 
York State and the Town of Stan-
ford, are being circulated, how-
ever, it is important to also com-
plete the county’s survey to help 

build a more comprehensive 
map and identify underserved 
and unserved areas as well as 
barriers that may be preventing 
access to high-speed Internet 
service.

After collecting basic infor-
mation such as address and type 
of location (home or business), 
the survey will ask users with 
Internet access to complete an 
optional “speed test” that will 
accurately measure the upload 
and download speeds in their 
home or office. The speed test 
should be completed on a device 
connected to the internet or wi-fi 
at the location to be tested. For 
those without Internet access, the 
survey can be completed without 
the speed test on any connected 
device, or a paper version of the 
survey is also available.

Additionally, to assist those 
with limited or no Internet access, 
the county is partnering with 
local libraries as well as Senior 
Friendship Centers. Contact 
the Department of Emergency 
Response at 845-486-2080 or 
email broadband@dutchessny.
gov for assistance or to obtain a 

paper copy of the survey.
“It’s important for those 

without Internet to also 
complete the survey to give us 
an accurate and comprehensive 
map of Dutchess County’s 
Internet accessibility,” Molinaro 
said. “We encourage everyone 
to complete this survey and 
help ensure all our neighbors, 
whether in rural or urban areas, 
have access to this service that 
so many rely on for their home 
or business needs.”
The survey is being conducted 
in coordination with NYSTEC, 
an independent technology 
consulting firm. The firm will 
use results from the survey to 
develop a strategic plan, which 
will be released in summer 
2022 and will be used as an 
investment roadmap for the 
county to address infrastructure 
and access needs and areas for 
improvement.
To take the survey and learn more 
about the county’s High-Speed 
Internet Access Initiative as well 
as the importance of broadband 
access for all, visit dutchessny.
gov/highspeedinternet.

MOLINARO URGES DUTCHESS RESIDENTS, 
BUSINESSES TO TAKE INTERNET SPEED SURVEY

BY HV NEWS STAFF

U.S. Representative Antonio 
Delgado (NY-19), announced 
his Holiday Cards for Heroes 
program for the 2021 holiday 
season. Residents of New York's 
19th Congressional District are 
invited to create holiday cards 
for active-duty service members 
and health care workers. 
Congressman Delgado's office 
will share the holiday greetings 

with local heroes who have 
worked hard to keep us safe this 
year. Cards will be accepted 
through Wednesday, December 
15, 2021.

Holiday cards should be 
placed in an unsealed envelope, 
addressed to the Congressman's 
Kingston office, 256 Clinton 
Avenue, Kingston, New York 
12401.

“Our upstate heroes have 
sacrificed so much to keep our 
communities safe and healthy 
-- the least we can do is say 
thank you,” said Rep. Delgado. 
“I look forward to sharing your 
handmade cards, drawings, and 
kind words with local service 
members and health care workers. 
Let's make sure our heroes know 
how grateful we are.”

This is the third year Rep. 
Delgado's office has conducted 
a Holiday Cards for Heroes 
Program. Over the last three 
years, Rep. Delgado's office has 
also collected and distributed 
Valentines for Veterans.

 Please call the Kingston 
Office at 845-443-2930 with any 
questions.

REP. DELGADO ANNOUNCES HOLIDAY CARDS FOR HEROES PROGRAM
Program to thank service members and health care heroes

BY HV NEWS STAFF
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The Town of Stanford’s Hol-
iday Parade of Lights this past 
Saturday night was delightful!  
We had an assortment of vehi-
cles including some spectacularly 
decorated fire trucks from both 
Stanfordville and surrounding 
towns.  Santa and Mrs. Claus rode 
aboard Stanford Fire Company’s 
own truck, and Santa’s booming 
“Ho! Ho! Ho!  Merry Christmas!” 
could be heard all along the pa-
rade route.  Stanford Supervisor 
Wendy Burton offered her thanks 
to the Parade of Lights Commit-
tee: Tom Marshall, Duffy Lay-
ton, Ritamary Bell, Stanford Fire 
Company, the Siepp family and 
all of the “…fire companies, local 
businesses, and inventive families 
who braved the 32 degree weather 
to celebrate this holiday season. 
Thank you, Stanfordvillians, for 

coming out in the cold to cel-
ebrate the parade. All joys of 
the season and we’ll be see-
ing you again soon!”

Stanford Grange 
Holiday Penny Social
The Stanford Grange’s 

Holiday Penny Social will 
be held this coming Satur-
day, December 11.  Doors 
will open at 5:30 p.m. and 
calling will begin at 7 p.m.  
Christmas items will be fea-
tured. There will be penny prizes, 
homemade baked goods, a $1 ta-
ble, door prizes, 50/50 raffle, and 
theme baskets.  Refreshments will 
be served by the Grange Youth.  
For more information, contact 
Therese Fallon at 845-868-1700 
or Ryan Orton at 845-868-7869.

Amenia-Wassaic 
Community Organization 
(AWCO) Holiday Events

I am just learning about this 
terrific organization which has 
been doing a whole host of hol-
iday events around the Amenia 
and Wassaic area.  The AWCO 

recently decorated 
downtown Amenia by 
adding lighted Christ-
mas trees and holiday 
planters along Main 
Street and Route 22.  
They are also the or-
ganization sponsoring 
the Holiday Toy Drive 
I mentioned in last 
week’s column.  The 
goal of the Toy Drive 
is to provide a toy and 
a filled stocking for ev-
ery child ages 0 to 17 
who has reached out 
for assistance.  

Today is the dead-
line for donations, but 
if you can still rush one 
over, here are the Wish 
List items: scooters, 
walkie-talkies, head-
phones/ear buds, blue-

tooth speakers, remote control cars, 
trains, drones, lego sets, books, 
puzzles, games, action figures, pre-
tend play sets, dolls, arts and craft 
sets, and sports equipment

For babies/toddlers:  toys, 
blocks, Little Tikes, Fisher-Price, 
Sesame Street.

For teens: makeup, hair and 
nails, purses, perfume, twin bed-
ding sets.

Gift cards: $15-$25 cards for 
Dollar Stores, Cumberland Farms, 
Label Shopper, McDonald’s, 
Dunkin Donuts, Walmart, Ama-
zon, Target, or movie theaters.

Stocking stuffers: small toys, 
candy, games, warm socks, kids’ 
toothbrushes.

Collection locations are  Ame-
nia Pharmacy, Amenia Dollar 
General, and Great Cape Baking 
Company.  New and unwrapped 
items only. No stuffed animals or 
weapons of any kind, please.

Please email Cindy at cin-
dysnowphoto@gmail.com to reg-
ister your family to receive gifts 
(please include ages of each child).  
Toy pick-up for registered families 
will be December 11 and 12.  

Amenia Free Library Holiday 
Cards and Crafts

Tuesday, December 14 from 
noon to 5 p.m. and  Wednesday, 
December 15 from 2 to 7 p.m.  
Come create cards and crafts for 
the holidays!

Stanford Library 
December Book Club

Stanford Lions Club Memory 
Tree – Will be on the porch outside 
the main entrance of the library this 
year.  The Memory Tree is a phys-
ical reminder that the legacy of our 
loved ones continues.  Hang a tag 
with messages or memories of the 
special people in your life.  

The December Book Club se-
lection is “The Stationery Shop” by 
Marjan Kamali.  The meeting will 
be hybrid – join in person or via 
Zoom.  The book club will meet at 
12 noon (note new time!) on Mon-
day, December 13.  Please register 
by email at stanfordlibrary@op-
tonline.net.  For more information, 
contact the library at 845-868-1341

Become a Library Booster – If 
you are interested in donating your 
time and talents in a way that ben-
efits the library, please email the 
library to be added to the library 
booster list.  Library staff will 
contact people on the booster list 
from time to time for various sorts 
of help.  Please note that putting 
your name on the list does not ob-
ligate you to do anything – you are 
always free to accept or decline 
requests as your personal situation 
allows.  

See you all next week.

Heidi Johnson can be reached 
at 845-392-4348 or heidij08751@
gmail.com.

around town

BY HEIDI JOHNSON

Santa and Mrs. Claus at the Parade of Lights.  Photo submitted.

A spectacular Parade of Lights inthe Town of Stanford .  Photo submitted.



It took a famine in Ireland 
in the mid 19th century and a 
worldwide pandemic almost two 
hundred years later for the new 
publication, "Flanigans In Ame-
nia: The Irish Famine Immigrant 
Experience" to be written.  Author 
Nancy Flanigan Schultz was born 

and raised in Amenia and had a 
keen interest in the genealogy of 
her Irish family’s roots. The Covid 
lockdown gave the budding author 
the time to put to paper her family 
history.  In her historically accurate 
self published book she details the 
lives of five young men who set-
tled in Amenia around 1860. As 
young children they had survived 
the famine in Ireland, horrific con-
ditions crossing the Atlantic and 
years in the tenements of New 
York City (where 18% of residents 
would die from squalid living con-
ditions). 

Coming to Amenia was a turn-
ing point in their lives and the lives 
of their descendants. The book ex-
plores the first three generations of 

the local family and identifies their 
descendants who live in Amenia 
today, seven generations later.

Born in Sharon Hospital, Schul-
tz remained a resident of Amenia 
until her marriage in 1970 to her 
beau Jack Schultz from Millerton.  
She attended parochial schools and 
didn’t realize until later in life what 
an idyllic spot it was to grow up in.  

For about eight years she stud-
ied her own family’s genealogy as 
a hobby  by using resources such 
as the Amenia Historical Society, 
Google, interviews with living 
family members, and the Dutchess 
County Records Department  to 
name just a few. Her quest was to 
find out, “Why were my Flana/igan 
ancestors willing to give up every-

thing they knew for an uncertain 
future in America?” The results tell 
a story that rings true for almost 
every immigrant group of that time 
period.

People of Irish descent make 
up approximately 19% of the 
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Unique
Opportunity

Caregiver needed for an active 
senior who enjoys life enrichment 

activities and stimulating 
conversation. 

Seeking a caring and 
compassionate person who is also 
outgoing, energetic, and flexible. 

Must drive and be adaptable. 

Work schedule is 5 days a week 
and 5 hours per day. $25/hr. Email 
Mark at chillingtong@gmail.com 

for more information.

Nancy Flanigan Schultz.

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
<<  Continued from page 2

BY ALYSSA KOGON
IRISH IN AMENIA

Seventh generation Flanigan family in 
Amenia. Photos submitted.

Silo Ridge staff: Michael Ryan, Dafna Mizrahi,  Iona Moir and Chef Alberto 
Schenck. Photos by Alyssa Kogon

Fire truck in the parade of lights. The community enjoyed make-and-take arts and crafts. 

Silo Ridge volunteers, Santa (Mark Hussey) and his elf 
(13-year-old Curry Nye). 

Town supervisor Victoria Perrotti and 
town recreation offered a craft table.   



population of Dutchess County 
today.  Many of the earliest fami-
lies who found their way up from 
the slums of New York City were 
attracted to the Harlem Valley by 
the promise of a solid paycheck 
from the ore mines that operated 
in the vicinity during the 1800s. As 
members of an agrarian society, the 
early Irish immigrants soon found 
themselves more attracted to the 
dairy farms that dominated Amenia 
and its surroundings than laboring 
underground. Over time, the Flan-
igan family, and others like them, 
went from farm laborers, to tenant 
farmers to finally owning their own 
operations.  The famine immigrants 

found wealth and stability through 
this process.  

"Flanigans In Amenia: The Irish 
Famine Immigrant Experience" is 
available on Amazon.com.  How-
ever, Schultz has also donated hard 
copies of the book to the Amenia 
Historical Society as a fundraiser 
to thank them for their guidance 
through the four year process of 
putting the story to paper. The $15 
volume can be purchased at the 
Historical Society in the Amenia 
Town Hall on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. with 
all proceeds benefiting the group.   
After one hundred different drafts 
of the story, the final copy has ad-
ditionally made its way to the Li-
brary of Congress collection, where 

Schultz hopes it will help others as 
a resource for their own research.  

If you would like to learn more 

about the author or the story, you 
may contact her on FB messenger 
under Nancy Flanigan Schultz.  
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IRISH IN AMENIA
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James and Bridget Whalen Flanigan. Photo submitted.

2022 DUTCHESS COUNTY BUDGET ADOPTED WITH HISTORIC TAX RELIEF
BY HV NEWS STAFF

The 2022 Dutchess County 
Budget was adopted with 
bipartisan approval of the 
Dutchess County Legislature last 
week with more than $20 million 
in annual tax relief, including 
the largest property tax decrease 
in county history, as well as the 
elimination of sales tax on clothing 
and footwear items up to $110. 
Several legislative amendments 
were made to County Executive 
Marc Molinaro’s Proposed 
County Budget to further increase 
grant program funding, including 
not-for-profit infrastructure 
projects, fire and safety equipment 
for local emergency services as 
well as the popular Learn, Play, 
Create: Supporting Our Kids grant 
program.

As previously  announced, the 
2022 Dutchess County Budget 
expands and enhances county 
services and programs that 
residents rely on. The budget 
includes new initiatives addressing 
mental health and substance use, 
among others, while continuing 
critical programs for children, 
families, seniors and veterans, as 
well as funding for county parks 

and other vital programming.
Molinaro said, “Years of 

sound, prudent financial planning 
have positioned Dutchess County 
for this moment: the adoption of a 
2022 County Budget that includes 
the largest tax relief in history, 
despite the challenges that the 
COVID-19 pandemic has brought 
our community over the past two 
years. I thank the members of the 
Dutchess County Legislature for 
their careful consideration of the 
2022 budget – a plan that enhances 
and expands many of the high-
caliber programs and services that 
make our county a recognized 
leader throughout our state, 
and I look forward to continued 
cooperation with legislators in 
the coming year, as we continue 
to serve the residents of Dutchess 
County."

Dutchess County Legislature 
Chairman Gregg Pulver said, 
“This historic budget is a 
remarkable plan, which provides 
residents with the most significant 
tax decrease in our lifetime while 
safeguarding the highest quality 
of services on which they’ve come 
to expect. From an eighth straight 

property tax levy reduction and 
seventh consecutive property 
tax rate decrease, to expanded 
grant opportunities and boosting 
programs that serve our most 
vulnerable, this 2022 budget is 
the result of a true partnership 
between this legislative body, 
County Executive Molinaro and 
his administration.”

Legislative amendments 
to the 2022 County Budget 
included increased funding to 
the Department of Planning 
and Development’s Agency 
Partnership Grant Program 
(APG) for not-for-profit 
infrastructure projects, the 
Department of Planning and 
Development’s Municipal 
Innovation Grant Program 
(MIG), and the Department of 
Community & Family Services 
Youth Services Division focused 
on youth violence in schools.

The above amendments, as 
well as additional staffing support 
to the Legislature, were funded 
with appropriations from the 
county’s General Fund Balance. 
The county’s unassigned fund 
balance increased more than $3 

million to just over $60 million 
in the 2020 year-end audited 
financial statement and, because 
County Executive Molinaro’s 
proposed budget did not 
appropriate any fund balance, the 
amended appropriations will have 
little impact, keeping Dutchess 
County’s fiscal foundation solid 
for the future.

The adoption of the 2022 
Dutchess County Budget 
followed several town hall 
forums, including a countywide 
telephone town hall, during which 
residents had the opportunity 
to speak with Molinaro to learn 
about the details of the budget, 
ask questions and share their 
feedback. 

The budget, with amendments, 
will now be forwarded to 
Molinaro for review and 
signature. The final step in the 
2022 Dutchess County Budget 
process – override consideration 
of any amendment vetoes by 
Molinaro and the adoption of the 
tax levy – will be on Monday, 
December 13th at the Dutchess 
County Legislature’s board 
meeting.
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6411 Montgomery Street, 

Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-876-8052

www.fosterscoachhousetavern.com

WE ARE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SERVERS
BARTENDER BUSSERS, HOSTS AND KITCHEN STAFF


