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County Executive Marc Molinaro speaks about bail reform. Photo submitted.
BY JIM LANGAN
Citing an increase in crime over the past year and misdemeanor and non-violent felony charges.
the need to protect Dutchess County residents, CounMolinaro said, “The past year-plus has shown
ty Executive Marc Molinaro and Acting Sheriff Kirk the incomprehensible decision to eliminate cash bail
Imperati were joined by New York State Senator Sue throughout New York has made Dutchess County, and
Serino, County Legislature Chairman Gregg Pulver, our state as a whole, a more dangerous place in which
County Legislator Mike Polasek and law enforcement to live, work and raise a family. Under the current law,
officials at the Dutchess County Law Enforcement instead of receiving the innovative services and proCenter in Poughkeepsie to implore Gov. Kathy Ho- grams Dutchess County offers which discourage their
chul and members of the New York State Legislature recidivism, those apprehended due to criminal activity
to reform the state’s cashless bail system and rules of are free to re-offend, as they are back out on the streets
discovery, adopted in 2019 and implemented in 2020, hours after arrest, if not immediately. While touted as
which eliminated cash bail for suspects facing most
Continued on page 3 >>

March Art Show for Kent Art Association...
READ MORE ON PAGE 10 >>

PUTNAM HOSPITAL SHUTTERS BIRTHING CENTER
BY HV NEWS STAFF
In a shocking turn of events, Putnam
Hospital closed its birthing center on
March 1st following the departure of Caremount Medical’s OB/GYN physicians. The
birthing center saw 745 babies delivered
in the last two years. In addition, Putnam
Hospital is the only hospital in the county
leaving pregnant women to choose between
Westchester Medical to the south, Danbury

Hospital to the east and Vassar Brothers to
the north.
Putnam Hospital is part of the Nuvance
Health care system which has been plagued
with high turnover and doctor defections.
Recently another Nuvance facility, Sharon
Hospital, announced they would no longer
provide emergency services forcing residents of the Harlem Valley to drive a con-

siderable distance for treatment.
Nuvance officials issued a statement
saying they intend to reopen the Putnam
birthing facility as soon as they can recruit
new doctors. Given the recent track record
at various Nuvance facilities, there is little
confidence at the moment that they will be
attracting new or established doctors anytime soon.

KENDALL SWEARS IN 55 NEW CITIZENS

BY HV NEWS STAFF
Dutchess County Clerk Brad
Kendall administered the Oath
of Allegiance to 55 new citizens last week in two naturalization ceremonies that took
place in the Dutchess County
Legislative Chamber. As always the ceremony reflected
the inspirational melting pot
that is the United States.
Participating in the ceremo-

BY HV NEWS STAFF
A Millerton man is organizing
a fundraiser for Ukraine for this
weekend. Very last minute as the
needs are urgent!
The event will be held at Re
Institute, 1395 Boston Corners
Road in Millerton, on Saturday
March 12 from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.

nies were Judge Tracy MacKenzie, Judge Christie D’Alessio, Commissioner Sabrina
Marzouka, Comptroller Robin
Lois and Majority Leader Will
Truitt.
As is his custom, Kendall
capped off the swearing in with
the words, “Welcome, my fellow Americans.”

HOW TO HELP UKRAINE
Highlights will include: Michel
from Champetre will prepare a
typical Ukrainian stuffed cabbage
dish; Jerry and Jack Peele of
Herondale Farm and Jacuterie
will prepare a traditional barbecue
with Ukrainian flair; Mary O'Brien
of Chaiwalla will be baking; and
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local resident and chef Matthew
Lodes will prepare a Shitake/
Ricotta Varenyky (Pierogies) with
creme fraiche and toasted walnuts.
Ukrainian volunteers from
Sheffield, Alicia and Jorge
Szendiuch, will cook a Ukrainian
Borscht; Robert, owner of Le
Gamin from Sharon, will prepare
a special fare for us; and delicious
wine and water will be served
thanks to Antoine from Le Caviste
in Stanfordville.
There will also be a silent

auction of local art. Bring your
checkbooks!
They are collecting funds
for Sunflower of Peace, World
Central Kitchen, and Razom
plus the orphans evacuated from
Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities to
Poland.
Tickets are $150 with 100% of
the proceeds going to aid Ukraine.
RSVP for a reservation to Andre
and Kim at Andrewlodar@gmail.
com.
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BAIL REFORM
‘progressive,’ New York State’s
bail reform is downright dangerous
and has cost too many New Yorkers their lives, and we will not allow Dutchess County residents to
be targets for criminals.”
Over many years, Dutchess
County has built a criminal justice
system designed to help offenders
get connected with services, while
ensuring public safety. Through
initiatives such as pre-trial diversion
practices focused on prevention, intervention, diversion and transition,
as well as Crisis Intervention Training for law enforcement officers
and its Stabilization Center, among
others, Dutchess County reduced
its jail population 40 percent since
2014 and saw a dramatic decrease
in violent crimes countywide for an
eight year period prior to the implementation of bail reform.
However, with the 2020 implementation of the state’s bail reform
law, Dutchess County has seen an
increase in violent crime, including
an increase in repeat offenders who
commit crime while awaiting adjudication of their original case.
Molinaro reviewed some key
statistics since the implementation
of bail reform. In 2020 and 2021,
approximately 5,000 arrests were
made in Dutchess County each year.
Approximately 20 percent were felonies that resulted in incarceration.
The balance (approximately 4,000
each year) would have been arraigned, received pre-trial intervention and services and been assigned
to probation/alternatives-to-incarceration programs prior to bail reform. However, under the bail reform changes, none of that occurred
and those individuals were released
back into the community. Data prepared by the Criminal Justice Council showed that between 2017 and
2018, approximately 50 percent of
incarcerated individuals recidivated within an 18 month timeframe.

Applying that data to the 2020 and
2021 arrests, it is estimated that
each year approximately 2,000 of
those offenders who were released
likely recidivated or will, and many
of their crimes went unreported or
were not responded to.
Sheriff Imperati discussed the
unintended consequences and the
issues that have arisen as a result
of bail reform and discovery rule
changes. Sheriff Imperati highlighted the recent arrest of an individual
dealing heroin in Dutchess County
– a felony – who then was released
back into the community, undermining the efforts of the Dutchess
County Task Force and their work
to stop illegal drugs and prevent rising overdose deaths. The Acting
Sheriff noted that judges need to
have discretion for those who are
flight risks or potentially dangerous
to the community. Current State law
precludes judges from considering
the dangerousness of a defendant
and detaining those who pose a
danger to the community or themselves; New York is the only state in
America that does not afford judges
such discretion. Imperati said, “We
must return to judges the ability to
remand a defendant based on their
criminal history and potential threat
to the community – a vital part of
the criminal justice system that Albany stripped from judges when the
current law was passed. Simply releasing defendants after they appear
before a judge and await a court
date brings the very real potential
for more crime and violence to be
committed in our communities – a
potential that has all too often become a reality throughout our state
and Dutchess County since cashless bail was implemented.”
The Acting Sheriff also noted
the impact of the new discovery
rules requiring extensive paperwork reporting, tying police officers to their desk rather than being
able to be out protecting the community. Despite a team specifically assigned to the required paper-

work, it has been challenging
to keep up and has spread resources thin.
Sen. Serino expressed the
fundamental obligation of
New York Safety to provide
for public safety for its citizens,
but with the implementation of
bail reform, the state is failing in that obligation. Serino
said, "Since 2019, I have been
leading the fight against New
York's sweeping bail changes
that put criminals ahead of
law-abiding citizens. At the
Acting Sheriff Kirk Imperati. Photo submitted.
time, we warned that in the
new Discovery Unit, the District
rush to reform, Albany's supermajority was putting victims Attorney’s Office has struggled to
– especially vulnerable domes- keep up with the intensive work retic violence victims – directly in quired to prosecute a case.
To alleviate this problem, local
harm’s way by prohibiting judges
from considering ‘dangerousness’ leaders called on the state to expand
when determining whether an in- the timelines for discovery, elimdividual should be held, pre-trial. inate the ability for courts to grant
Unfortunately, today almost three defendants access to the homes of
years later, headline after headline their victims during the discovery
continue to prove that our concerns process, and reverse the requirewere well-founded, not fear-mon- ment to share the contact information of victims and witnesses with
gering."
In addition to changes to the bail defendants.
Additionally, to preserve the
system, district attorneys throughout the state have grappled with safety of Dutchess County resirecent reform to the discovery pro- dents, County Executive Molinacess, as onerous timelines and pro- ro, Sheriff Imperati and other local
tocols that accompanied the reform leaders proposed additional reforms
have forced prosecutors throughout to these recent laws including inNew York to often drop prosecu- creasing funding for pre-trial sertion of many cases they otherwise vice agencies and prosecutor’s ofwould take on if it were not for the fices that lack the resources and/or
resources tied up in meeting the new understaffed due to bail and/or distimelines and protocols. These new covery reform.
These proposals are just
rules often put victims and witnesses at risk, necessitating many prose- Dutchess County’s latest attempt to
cutors to similarly drop charges and protect the community and its resallowing defendants back on the idents from the effects of bail and
discovery reform
streets, often to re-offend.
“New York State, in deciding
In 2020, for example, the
Dutchess County District Attor- how to address offenders, did not
ney’s Office was forced to defer 30 consider individual offender risk
percent of the cases it would have to the community in the creation
normally prosecuted because the of these laws, nor did lawmakers
state’s new arduous discovery rules set forth metrics to evaluate the
and procedures made it impossible impacts of these laws. This was a
for staff to fulfill. Despite the ad- glaring oversight that must be cordition of six new staff to form a rected,” said Molinaro.
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AROUND AMENIA

BY ALYSSA KOGON
•

•

•

Get ready for a busy Spring
calendar. Our friends at the
Amenia Fire Department are
already thinking barbeque!
Although it is still a take-away
event, you can order the fantastic seasonal meal available
for pick up on April 9th from
3-6 p.m. $16.00 tickets can be
purchased from an Amenia
Fire Company member or orders can be placed by calling
845-418-8633.
The Dover Stone Church
Grange will be holding a Penny Social on May 7th at 2:00
p.m. The live event will take
place at the VFW Post 544 ,
3422-NY22 in Dover Plains.
Tickets are available at the
door.
The Easter Bunny is coming
to town. Dover Recreation
has already announced their
annual Easter Egg Hunt on

April 16th at 1:00 p.m. at
Boyce Park in Wingdale. All
children are welcome to join
in the fun and even take a picture with their favorite rabbit.
M and T Bank will provide
goodies for everyone.
•

•

Are you looking to keep your
preschooler busy? The Amenia Free Library runs a classic
kid’s story hour with Ms. Beth
twice a week. Join other tots
and parents for a story, craft
and snack on Monday and
Thursday mornings at 10:30
a.m. Best yet, there is no cost.
The Stissing House in Pine
Plains has a new owner and
is open for business! New
York City chef extraordinaire
Clare de Boer has decided to
bring the historic establishment back to life as of this
week. Her first solo attempt
(de Boer runs the kitchen of
King in SoHo and
is working on her
second
space,
Jupiter, opening
this summer in
Rockefeller Center), de Boer has
envisioned
an
old school tavern
serving
homestyle fare. Food
will be cooked
over a wood fire
and use Shaker
recipes as inspiration. But inspiration doesn’t
come cheap. Be
prepared to fork
over $15.00 for
buttered noodles
and $33.00 for a
bowl of seafood
chowder.

•

•

The Sharon Audobon is taking reservations for school
aged children (K-12) for this
year’s Nature Camp. 3-and
4-year-olds can attend special programs with a parent.
Each session is a week long
and nature-themed. Sign up
for Muddy Buddies, It’s Not
Easy Being Green, Fairies and
Gnomes or a myriad of other
outdoor centered adventures.
To learn more or sign up online go to https://sharon.audubon.org/summer-camp.
If you would like to support
Ukraine in this time of great
need, stop by 3815 Route
44 in Millbrook from Friday, March 11th till Sunday
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March 13th from 9 a.m. till
5 p.m. Proceeds from this
massive yard sale, featuring
mostly new furniture, arts, pet
supplies and just about anything else you can imagine,
will be donated to a Ukraine
non-profit. No early birds.
Only cash and Venmo accepted.
•

SC Harlem Valley Soccer
Club is ready to hold tryouts
for their travel divisions. Residents of Amenia, Millbrook,
Dover and Wassaic are eligible. If you have a child that is
interested in trying out for SC
Harlem Valley please email
Aaron Kelly at DoverUnitedDOC@gmail.com.

DUTCHESS COUNTY SEEKS INPUT
ON MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
BY HV NEWS STAFF
The
Dutchess
County
Department of Behavioral &
Community Health will host
a series of public forums to
discuss the needs for individuals
living with intellectual and
developmental
disabilities,
substance use disorder and/
or mental health issues.
Dutchess County holds these
forums in the continuing effort
to
“ThinkDIFFERENTLY”
about those of all abilities, and
“Breaking Through” stigma
to bring accessibility of care
to those living with substance
abuse and mental health issues.
These forums are free and
open for all residents to attend.
All comments and feedback
received will help shape the
development of the county’s
2023 local services plans.
County Executive Marc
Molinaro said, “These forums
are a great resource to the county.
It opens dialogue between us
and the public to hear what is
successful and where changes
may be necessary. Taking care
of our vulnerable populations is
very important and these forums
go a long way in giving them
the support and services they
need most. We encourage those
living in these communities,
families, caregivers and service
providers to attend so we can
make the future brighter and
successful for all.”
This series of forums will
each take place virtually from
5:30-7:30 p.m. on Microsoft
Teams on the following dates:

- Individuals at stages of
addiction all and recovery
•
Tuesday, May 3 - Mental
health and substance use
services for children and youth
•
Tuesday, May 10 Mental health service needs for
adults

DBCH Commissioner LiviaSantiago Rosado, MD, FACEP,
said, “We strive to provide
quality treatment programs
and services to all residents
living in Dutchess County. The
feedback we receive from these
public forums helps in creating
successful service plans moving
forward. We encourage all to
attend to truly feel part of the
discussion about how to treat
and protect all those living in
our community.”
For those unable to attend,
or who do not feel comfortable
speaking in public settings,
DBCH
welcomes
written
comments and questions to
be read aloud by the forum
moderators.
Individuals
may
submit
comments
online
at
dutchessny.gov/
forumcomments, fax comments
to 845-486-2829, or mail to:
DBCH Forum Comments, 230
North Road, Poughkeepsie, NY
12601.
Registration is required. To
register, go to dutchessny.gov/
forumcomments. Registration
is currently open for the March
29th forum and will be available
for the April and May forums
soon.
For information on services
•
Tuesday, March 29 - provided by the Dutchess County
Individuals with intellectual and Department
of
Behavioral
developmental disabilities
and Community Health visit
•
Thursday,
April
14 dutchessny.gov.

and I asked the cops if they wanted
some help. They did and I grabbed
the punk from behind breaking the
OPINION
deadlock and the cops did the rest.
USUALLY RIGHT I feel a bit that way with Ukraine.
BY JIM LANGAN
How much are we willing to take
before we do something more than
SHADES OF THE CUBAN toothless sanctions and lofty rhetoric? The human instinct is to get inMISSILE CRISIS
Like most of the world I have volved but that would be a mistake.
I also get a Cuban missile vibe
been watching events unfold in the
Ukraine. The images of death, de- from this situation. You have a new
struction and heartache are hard to president who got his head handed
take. There are times I feel like I’m to him in Afghanistan who may be
watching footage from old World looking to rehabilitate his foreign
War II newsreels. Women with just policy and military credibility. In
the clothes on their back clutching 1962, another rookie president was
young children as they attempt to fresh off an embarrassing defeat at
escape the carnage and terror of the Bay of Pigs and took us to the
the Russian army, leaving their brink of nuclear war over the inhusbands and boyfriends behind to troduction of Russian missiles into
fight in the streets. The American Cuba. While history has been very
people are united in their revulsion kind to JFK with regard to those
frightening days in Ocat seeing the Russian
“The
human
tober, Kennedy’s mabear manhandling the
instinct
is
to
chismo came very close
woefully overmatched
Ukrainians. While a lot get involved but to igniting a nuclear
of the world is hoping that would be a exchange. Fortunately
cooler heads prevailed
for a David versus Golimistake”
in Moscow and nuclear
ath outcome, most people know it’s just a matter of time annihilation was avoided.
Now we can all argue about
before Putin prevails.
That doesn’t mean I don’t want what an ineffective president Biden
to take the gloves off and help these has been to date but in this situation
victims of Putin’s aggression. I am he’s doing the right thing. First off,
reminded of the time my wife and the Ukraine is none of our business
I were going to dinner in Manhat- and we should keep our nose out of
tan one night when we saw a large it. We can lend assistance and engroup of people gathered at an in- couragement to the brave souls in
tersection watching a thug man- the Ukraine but direct intervention
handling two young police officers. on our part only tempts fate.
I also get the voices I hear sayThe thug had robbed a pizza delivery guy as the cops came around ing Putin didn’t invade Ukraine
the corner and they attempted to when Trump was president and
apprehend the criminal. By the that’s quite true. That could mean
time I came upon the scene the a number of things but he probably
two cops, a man and a diminutive concluded that Trump just might
female, were locked in a death call his bluff and send in the 82nd
struggle with the thug who was at- Airborne. Putin likely surmised he
tempting to get one of their guns. would be better off calling Biden’s
People stood around like they were bluff particularly after the Afghan
watching a couple of street per- debacle. But like it or not, Biden
formers and did nothing. At some may just be the ticket for this rodeo
point I concluded I wasn’t going and we might just have to let this
to wait for this guy to grab a gun horror show play out.
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observer said, he
thought she wore
that same blouse
to the first Continental Congress.
•
•

•

•

Well it looks like those “severe” sanctions and threats
of universal condemnation
didn’t stop Putin from invading the Ukraine. Luckily, Joe Biden has been able
to pencil in some quality
time at his beachfront estate in Delaware as 1.5 million Ukrainians run for their
lives, leaving many of their
countrymen to fight and die.
The optics of Biden hunkering down at the beach are
appalling. Fortunately he has
dispatched that seasoned international negotiator Kamala Harris to Poland to secure
the peace. Right! We all know
the closest Kamala’s been to
international diplomacy is
breakfast at the International
House of Pancakes.
Can someone tell me why the
U.S. continues to buy oil from
Russia? We are in essence
helping finance Russia’s
decimation of the Ukraine.
We also understand Clueless •
Joe is considering buying oil
from Iran as well. Maybe we
can send John Kerry over to
Iran again with a pallet full
of cash and nuclear warheads
to move things along.
Closer to home it looks like
Democrats have thrown in
the towel on face masks as
the mid-term elections loom.
It was probably a coincidence
that Congress lifted the mask •
mandate for the State of the
Union. By the way, what
was Nancy Pelosi doing rub-

bing her fists together behind
Biden? She reminded me of
what a fly looks like when it
lands on your foot. She also
looked like she’d banged
down a few white wines and
Percocets before the speech.
Loved that she needed cue
cards to know when to stand
up and applaud. Remember,
she’s number three in line
for the presidency.

We were glad to
see the Supreme
Court
reinstated the death
penalty for
Dzhokhar
Tsarnaev for
his role in the
2013 Boston
Marathon
bombing that
killed three
and maimed
255 others.
They should
hang the jerk on Bos- •
ton Common next Patriots’ Day.
• It was funny to read that
sex freak Harvey Weinstein was reprimanded by
jail officials for having his •
attorney smuggle a box of
Milk Duds into his cell. Old
Harvey is serving a lengthy
prison stretch for sexual assault and is awaiting trial for
more sex crimes in California.

There’s no truth to the rumor that Rhinebeck Village
Mayor Gary Bassett is on
suicide watch after learning
the mask mandate has been
lifted almost everywhere.
The virtue signaling Democrat was spotted the other
day at a supermarket decked
out in a mask and furrowed
brow. These are dark days
for old Gary.
And how about race baiting Rep. Maxine Waters and
that blouse she wore for the
State of the Union? As one
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A North Carolina woman is
fighting the state to keep her
vanity license plate, FART.
Apparently a few motorists
observing her car found the
plate offensive.
We see that the ever shrinking Poughkeepsie Journal
will no longer put out a Saturday paper to save money
nor will they credit their
subscribers for the product they’re not receiving. It
feels like the end is near for
a once decent paper.
• Finally, it looks like
WNBA
basketball
player Brittney Griner picked a bad time
to get caught at the
Moscow airport with a
vape cartridge containing hashish residue.
She’s been held for
three weeks and faces
some serious jail time.
What kind of moron
high steps it around the
Moscow airport just as
the U.S. and Russia are
about to tee off?

A CULINARY TIME TRAVEL
BY CAROLINE CAREY
Last week I was feeling a bit adventurous
in the kitchen and decided to revisit some of
my favorite recipes from throughout the years.
One night a friend came over and we went
back to the '70s for hot artichoke dip. Is there
any dish made up of only four ingredients that
tastes better? And then another night a group
came over for dinner and we revisited the late
80s with Patrick Swayze’s Mulholland Drive
pasta. I really need to cook more with sundried tomatoes!
But the pièce de résistance was revisiting a
certain night in 2002. I had clients in town for
business and a dinner meeting. Instead of taking them to the typical midtown steakhouse,
I decided to take them to a funkier, neighborhood restaurant on the Upper West Side. After settling in
at our table
at acclaimed • 6 bone-in beef short ribs
chef Tom Val- • Salt and freshly ground
pepper, to taste
enti’s Ouest
• ¼ cup flour
restaurant,
• 3 tablespoons olive oil
one of my cli- • 1 onion, chopped
ents, who was • 2 large carrots, each cut
in from New
in to 3 pieces
Zealand, was • 3 cloves of garlic, peeled
very pleased
and minced
•
1 cup red wine
to discover
the New Zea- • 1 cup water
land
white • 2 cups beef stock
wine Cloudy • 1 tablespoon tomato
paste
Bay on the
wine
list. • 4 large carrots, peeled
and cut into 1 inch pieces
Seemed a bit

INGREDIENTS

pricey to me but whatever the client wants.
The waiter came by
and
recommended
Chef Valenti’s braised
short ribs. I had never had short ribs but
why not try something
new. What a revelation! The meat was
spoon tender and the
sauce deep, flavorful
and delicious.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
Ouest is no longer
with us, but Cloudy
Bay and braised short
ribs will be with me
forever!

BRAISED SHORT RIBS

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
Season the short ribs with salt and pepper.
Spread the flour out on a small plate or shallow
bowl. Dredge the ribs in the flour, shaking off
the excess.
Heat the olive oil in a Dutch oven over medium-high heat, until nearly smoking. Working
in batches, brown the ribs on all sides, about
10 minutes total. Transfer short ribs to a plate.
Reduce the heat to medium and add the onions
and carrots and cook, stirring occasionally, until soft, about 10 minutes. Add the garlic and
cook for one minute more.

5 bedrooms, 3.2 bathrooms. Grandly scaled and customized to the hilt.
E
HOUS
Open the custom door and see the
of the
double-height entry with double winWEEK
dows. The tone is set!
Massive rooms include a
living room with a fireplace
flanked by two sets of French
doors -- all leading outside to
a natural stone patio. Formal
dining room. Cherry floors
throughout. An eat-in chef's
296 Stanford Road, Millbrook		
$977,777 kitchen with stone counters,
dishwasher and island centers
An estate of your own awaits! This Georgian
Colonial white brick home in Millbrook lets around a brick fireplace hearth. Central
you live like royalty. Set on 19 acres, it boasts air, laundry room, office, two full baths

Add the wine, water, beef stock and tomato
paste to the Dutch oven and cook, stirring to
scrape up the browned bits. Increase the heat
to medium-high and return the short ribs to
the Dutch oven and bring to a boil.
Cover the pot and bake for one hour. Add
the smaller peeled carrot pieces, cover and
bake for another hour. Remove the cover and
bake for 30 more minutes.
Place the short ribs (most likely the bones
will slip out) and smaller carrot pieces on a
plate and let the sauce cool slightly in the pot.
Use an immersion blender or food processor
to puree the sauce. Return sauce, ribs and
carrots to the pot. Simmer for five minutes
until the ribs are heated through.
upstairs including the en suite master with fireplace. Income generating carriage house with
a two car garage and much more! Come make
this your castle!
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around town

BY HEIDI JOHNSON

The Stissing Theater Guild
production of “The Addams
Family” opens this weekend
for just three performances.
Our community has always
supported our local theater group
enthusiastically, so I am hoping as
many folks as possible will come
out to see the show. These kids
pour their heart and soul into the
performance, and I know from
experience that “Addams” is a
delightful show that will appeal
to all ages.
Show dates and times are
Friday, March 11 at 7:30 p.m.,
Saturday, March 12 at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, March 13 at 2 p.m.
Tickets are just $13 for adults
and $11 for students/seniors. You
can reserve your seat online at
stissingtheatreguild.org, in person
at the box office afternoons until
6 p.m., or by phone with a credit
card at 518-398-1272. Limited

seating is usually available on
the day of the show, but for the
best seats, try to reserve ahead of
time.
Don’t think of this as just
a high school musical – the
STG organization produces top
notch performances due to their
strong community support. Sets,
costumes, lighting design and
sound are all professional-quality,
and there is a full orchestra. It is
really a bargain and the cast/crew
love playing to a full house.
Stanford Library Events
The winners of last year’s
photo contest will be displayed in
the Stanford Library lobby until
April 30. Check them out. The
contest continues for 2022 with
one contest per season. Winter
season may have ended, but you
can still get in on the Spring
one. Visit townofstanford.org
for details. The photo contest
was sponsored by the Stanford
Special Events Committee.
Town of Stanford Events
The
Capital
Campaign
Committee will be meeting on
Wednesday, March 23 from 6:00 -

7:30 p.m. at the Stanford Library.
This is the first of three public
meetings to review the proposed
concepts for upgrades to the Rec
Park. Stanford resident feedback
is desired as community input
will be essential to the success of
this campaign. Please consider
attending and offering ideas/
critique on the plans for this
much-needed park upgrade. The
second meeting will take place
sometime in April.
Stanford Supervisor, Wendy
Burton, is requesting donations
for the Community Garden
project. A grant will be written for
the deer fencing and solid/raised
beds, but there are other costs
not yet covered. If you would
like to contribute, please contact
Wendy directly at wburton@
townofstanford.org.

Saturday, March 12. All dinners
are take-out only at 5 p.m. The
menu will consist of corned beef
and cabbage, smashed potatoes,
carrots, homemade Irish soda
bread, and shamrock pudding
for dessert. Donation is $17 per
dinner. Call Grange Secretary
Ryan Orton for reservations at
845-868-7869. Stanford Grange
is located at 6043 Route 82 in
Stanfordville.
Pine Plains Presbyterian
Church – will hold their dinner on
Saturday, March 19 with take-out
meals available from 4:30 to 5:30
p.m. Menu includes corned beef,
cabbage, boiled red potatoes,
glazed baby carrots, Irish soda
bread and dessert. Just $17 for
adults, $5 for children ages 6 – 12.
Please call the church at 518-3987117 or email dyanwapnick@
optimum.net for reservations.
Corned Beef and
First United Presbyterian Church
Cabbage Dinners
of Pine Plains is located at 3039
It is Irish celebration time, and Church Street in Pine Plains.
there are two chances to secure
Dutchess County Pomona
yourself some traditional corned
Grange Penny Social
beef and cabbage.
The Dutchess County Pomona
Stanford Grange will be
having their annual Corned Grange will be having their
Beef and Cabbage Dinner on annual Penny Social on Saturday,
March 19 at the Stanford Grange
Hall. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
and calling begins at 7 p.m.
There will be a penny table, $1
table, baked goods table, special
theme baskets donated by our
Dutchess County Granges, and
door prizes. Dutchess County
Youth Grangers will have the
snack bar open for refreshments.
For more information, contact
Marilyn Brands at 845-223-5717
or Melissa Traver at 845-8919779.
Pine Plains Library Events
2022 Young Writer's ContestThe Young Writer's Contest is
back for another year! The contest
is open to students between
Continued on page 9 >>
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THERAPY
JAR
BY DANA PAGE

MASKS OFF
(all caps!)
And they’re off!! Last
week, on an exciting and
hotly anticipated Wednesday
morning, the noses, mouths and
chins of thousands of children
state wide were seen in the
flesh. For the first time in two
years, the teachers could clearly
see who had not brushed their
teeth, who still had egg on their
face and who had developed
acne since fifth grade. Some
precocious 10-year-olds, last
spied at the beginning of the
pandemic, now have handlebar
mustaches and beards to rival
Moses.
We’ve come a long way since
the beginning, when masks
were impossible to find and
folks were wearing panties and
bandanas over their mugs, like
kinky bank robbers and subway
sickos. Now, if you cannot
locate a disposable mask, you
are sure to find one in any
parking lot puddle, thorny bush
or jeans pocket. How many of us

TOWN OF STANFORD

<< Continued from page 8
grades six and 12 attending Pine
Plains Central School District.
This is a chance for young writers
to express their talent and win
money in the process. Contestants
can win up to $100 for their
work. Information, application,
and more details can be found at
pineplainslibrary.org.
Pokémon Club – Due to
popular demand, new sessions
have been added to the Pokémon

have scraped one off the grimy
car floor out of desperation, just
to run into CVS? “Mom, ewww
I can’t wear this. It has lipstick
all over the inside, smells like
old cheese and booze. and
there’s a centipede crawling on
the outside.” “Put it on, son.
This is how sad country songs
get written. It’s hard times.”
Last month, my entire family
got Covid, along with just about
every school kid’s family on
the globe. Thank goodness we
were all continuously wearing
masks! A couple weeks ago,
another fun virus made the
household rounds, in the style
of Linda Blair. Rorschach
pizza splotches featured in this
marathon of violent stomach
exorcisms for several days…
But they were wearing masks!
Now we have a new ditty taking
center stage, showcasing a
constant sneeze. But…masks.
I am going out on a limb here
declaring that masks (at least
the ones made of of Grandma’s
doilies, that the majority of kids
have worn) are not even putting
a dent in the spread of germs.
But what’s the big deal in
wearing one, so many people
have asked. I didn’t think much,
as my kids haven’t seemed
to care. Unless you sent my
boys to school in outfits lined
with barbed wire and badger

hair, they probably wouldn’t
object to the wardrobe choice.
I wasn’t phased either until I
started attending a French class
recently. Most college kids who
make it to the highest master’s
degree level “Archaic French
literature from the Middle
Ages” class are…how do I put
this delicately?…odd. I can
say this about them because I
am their eccentric leader. Most
are painfully quiet introverts,
dressed as mimes and sporting
berets. This is a full room
of low talkers and dramatic
whisperers. Now speaking a
foreign language and fully
shrouded in masks, I literally
have no idea what anyone has
said in any given conversation
the whole semester. I would
have had just as much success
in a class about zebra husbandry
held in Swahili.
Let me take this opportunity
now to bring you up to speed on
teenager slang. “Cat-phishing”
is the act of creating phony
online profiles, with a fake,
gorgeous picture, in order to get
someone to meet you. “Maskphishing” is the new word on
the block. “Hey man, have you
seen that new girl in class? She’s
so fine. I’m gonna try to get her
number.” “It’s a no-go, bro.
She’s just mask-phishin’ you.
She’s ugly from the nose down.

Club! Sessions will alternate
each week with kids ages 8-11
on the first and third Thursdays
of each month while children
ages 5-7 (grades pre-K to 2nd)
will meet on the second and
last Thursdays. Please contact
the library for more information
and to obtain a registration form
at 518-398-1927. Thank you to
volunteers Alicia and Corey for
making this program possible!

It seems hard to believe with
the puddles and mud all around
us, but per the New York DEC,
open burning is the single
greatest cause of wildfires in
New York State. Since 2009, a
ban on open burning between
mid-March and mid-May has
reduced the incidence of wildfires
by 40%. This year the ban is in
place from March 16 to May 14.
Open burning even after May 14
is restricted in many forms, so
please visit dec.ny.gov

NYS DEC Burn Ban in Effect

I’m not capping!” (I threw in a
bonus tutorial there. To cap = to
lie. You’re welcome.)
When the kids got off the
bus, after their first day of
unveiling, I asked them how
many kids opted to keep the
masks on, and if they had each
had marriage proposals because
of their gorgeous faces being
seen. “All of the boys were
facial full Monty, but a lot of
the girls waited to see what the
other popular girls were doing.
Seventh grade is confusing,”
Dustin answered. Apparently,
now choosing to wear a mask is
an act of rebellion and radical
preteen behavior! “But what
about the girls lining up trying
to kiss you?” I asked. “OMG,
Mom, can you be any weirder?
I’m putting my mask back on
immediately.”
I’m just glad that the
morning scrambled search
for a clean mask, that doesn’t
smell like Gruyère or doesn’t
harbor insect larvae, is over,
and that our adorable children,
pimples and chocolate smudged
mouths included, have a shot at
normalcy for a spell. And I’m
not capping!
Dana Page is a local mother,
actress, volunteer, writer, and
lover of life!

Countdown until Spring: 11
days. (First day of Spring is
March 20 at 11:33 a.m.) See you
all next week!
Heidi Johnson can be
reached at 845-392-4348 or
heidij08751@gmail.com.
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BY ALYSSA KOGON
Perhaps the most inconspicuous of all shops in Amenia is the
tiny Black Eagle Currency and
Coin emporium. A true one man
operation, Derek Hartley, 56, runs
the show solo. A Lagrange resident and a Dutchess County native, Hartley has been in business
at this location for eight years in
May.
Not known for heavy foot traffic, Hartley confides he has sat in
the Amenia shop all day at times
with no one entering. He started
selling watch batteries as a way
to attract locals to stop in and see
what he has to offer. Although his
main emphasis is currency, he also
carries a fine selection of gold and
silver jewelry. Decorations consist
of antique knick knacks that are
also up for grabs.
While Black Eagle does try to
keep some regular hours, Hartley
is more often on the road. A self
professed “traveling show junkie,” the store owner can do multiple coin shows a week and is

BY ALYSSA KOGON
The Kent Art Association
will host a new and exciting
show to celebrate women in
the arts for Women's History
Month. Featuring artists Pam
White (paintings), Chris Osborne
(paintings), Tina Puckett (fiber
art/basketry sculpture), Heather
Neilson (paintings), and Elizabeth
MacDonald (ceramics).
The show is open for regular
viewing hours through Sunday,
March 27th. The KAA’s hours for
the show are Thursday–Sundays,
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Coffee Talks are a new 2022
feature of the KAA.
These
monthly Coffee Talks happen the
Second Saturday of the month at
10:00 a.m. in the gallery space at

GOOD CENTS
almost always involved in a weekend extravaganza. “99% of all my
business is done at trade shows,”
he confides.
While there is no formal education to become a rare coin dealer
or in buying and selling precious
metals, Hartley shares that he and
most others in his trade are self
taught. Starting as a coin collector, he soon found himself buying
and selling some of his collection.
The rest is history.
While coin and stamp collecting may seem passé to today’s
youth, Hartley says there is still a
small but mighty group of youngsters that are really into it as a
hobby. “It teaches all kinds of
important information from history to geography to understanding value,” he extols.
Traveling all over the country
is part of Hartley’s career. He
may be in Denver one weekend
and then a few days later in Miami. The rarest coin in his personal collection is a 1907 high re-

lief gold
piece that
he bought
in California for
$12,500.
His most
interesting
find was
a
coin
bought in
the shop;
an 1801
$10.00
g o l d
The Black Eagle Currency & Coin Emporium. Photo submitted.
piece that
Connecticut, easy to find on the
he paid $8,500 for. It was later map, and is at the intersection of
sold.
many heavily traveled roads.”
Hartley more often than not
If you would like to talk coins
uses the business location as a and currency or make an appointmeeting place to sit with clients. ment with Hartley, you can alHe does appraisals and buys and ways reach him on his cell phone
sells estates as well as gold and at 845-475-5879. He is always
silver. While he does have a cus- happy to establish a new coin coltomer base, most deals involve lecting relationship. Black Eagle
those in the trade. “Amenia is a Coin and Currency is located at
perfect spot for me. It is close to 5329 US-44 in Amenia.

MARCH ART SHOW AT KAA

KAA. This month's Coffee Talk
will take place on March 12th at
10:00 a.m.
Coffee Talks are informal gettogethers for anyone interested
in art, artists and networking and
the topics will vary each month.
Hosting this month is Connie
Horton. Connie has been a longtime artist working primarily in oil
paints as well as an international
art teacher. She will be speaking
on the History of Art. Go and
meet new people with likeminded
interests.
The gallery is located at 21 S.
Main Street, just south of the traffic
light at the intersection of Routes
7 and 341, in Kent, Connecticut.

The women artists currently being displayed at the Kent Art Association. From left to right,
they are: Pam White (painting), Tina Puckett (fiber art/basketry sculpture),Elizabeth MacDonald (ceramics), Heather Neilson (paintings), and Chris Osborne (painting). Photo submitted.
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issued concurrently.
Applicants must apply in their
GOLDEN LIVING county of residence by telephone
News for Seniors, Their
or in person and may be eligible
Families and Caregivers
for income deeming based on
their most recently filed HEAP
BY TODD N. TANCREDI
Application.
SECOND EMERGENCY
If this is the first time you’re
“HEAP” BENEFIT NOW
reading about the HEAP proUNDERWAY
gram, you’re a Dutchess County
A second Emergency Home
resident over age 60, and you’d
Energy Assistance Program
like information about whether
(HEAP) benefit is now available
you qualify, contact the Office
to applicants, through April 29,
for the Aging’s HEAP division
2022, when the Emergency comat 845-486-2553 or zserrano@
ponent is scheduled to close. The
dutchessny.gov.
eligibility criteria for the second
Emergency benefit will be the
2022 OFA PICNIC SEASON
same as for the first EmergenCOMING SOON
cy benefit, which began in early
The Office for the Aging is putJanuary. Applicants must have
ting the finishing touches on the
exhausted, or have unavailable
2022 schedule of OFA Picnics,
to them, both the Regular benefit
along with the reminder cards we
and the first Emergency benefit to
send every spring and summer to
be eligible for the second Emertens of thousands of older adults
gency benefit. First and second
throughout the county. This will
Emergency benefits must not be

be our 30th year of picnics!
For those of you who are new
to the OFA Picnic program, a
quick rundown: Our picnic season takes place between Memorial Day and Labor Day with a total of 12 picnics that cover every
community in Dutchess County.
Every county resident over age
60 is eligible for one free meal at
the picnic that serves their home
community.
We start taking reservations in
mid-April. That’s when we publish the picnic schedule and start
mailing picnic reminder cards to
all households with at least one
registered voter over age 60. You
don’t need to get a reminder card
to make a reservation, but reservations are required for all picnics.
For the past two summers the
picnic has been held in drivethrough format, last year with
optional seating for picnic guests.

For 2022 we are hoping to be
able to return to the traditional
sit-down outdoor picnic format
where you can enjoy a hot lunch,
along with live music and companionship. You can also speak
directly with your community’s
elected officials and visit with
local businesses and non-profit
organizations that serve Dutchess
County seniors. We’ll keep the
drive-through option “in our
back pocket” if pandemic safety
necessities should require it, and
hopefully it won’t.
Visit
dutchessny.gov/
OFAPicnics for a look at previous years’ picnics.
Golden Living is prepared by
the Dutchess County Office for
the Aging, 114 Delafield Street,
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601,
845-486-2555, ofa@dutchessny.
gov, website: www.dutchessny.
gov/aging.

BEYOND THE THRESHOLD

Contemporary Tibetan art exhibit at Vassar

BY HV NEWS STAFF
Vassar College’s Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center will present the exhibition, “Beyond the
Threshold: Contemporary Tibetan Art,” on view through July 31,
2022, in the Loeb’s Asian Gallery.
“Beyond the Threshold,” guest
curated by Dr. Ariana Maki, associate director of the Tibet Center and Bhutan Initiative at the
University of Virginia, draws together thirteen works from ten
Tibetan artists, including a number of its pioneers. Among the
major themes explored in these
wide-ranging works are the impacts of globalization and commercialism on Tibetan culture,
the creation and inhabitation of
virtual worlds, self-representation
and the questioning of identities,
interconnectedness, and pushing
back against expectations collectively imposed upon Tibetans as

subjects of the outsider gaze.
Currently based in Australia,
China, France, Nepal, the Netherlands, and the United States, each
artist translates their own perspectives and experiences into material
form, resulting in a rich diversity
of works that draw long overdue
attention to the innovations that
have been taking place in Tibetan
artists’ studios around the world.
Centuries of traditional Tibetan
artistic expression required that
viewers have an understanding
of religious history and tradition,
as the majority of paintings and
sculptures were created according to established norms for ritual
use, generating merit, or conveying history. Since the 1980s, however, those thresholds have been
transcended with ever increasing
regularity, as Tibetan artists continue to contribute innovative,

thought-provoking creations to
global discourse.
Located in the Loeb’s Asian
gallery, along with a monumental scale piece in the museum
atrium, the exhibition presents
paintings, photographs, and
sculpture by Dedron, Gade,
Gonkar Gyatso, Karma Phuntsok, Marie-Dolma Chophel,
Nyema Droma, Sodhon, Tashi
Norbu, Tsherin Sherpa and Tsewang Tashi.
Admission to the Frances
Lehman Loeb Art Center is
free and all galleries are wheelchair accessible. The Loeb is
now open to the public Tuesday to Sunday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Thursdays until
7 p.m. The Loeb is located at "Accepting Flowers' Culture by Tashi Norbu.
124 Raymond Avenue near the Image courtesy of the artist © Ven Tashi Norbu
entrance to the Vassar College
campus.
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6411 Montgomery Street,
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-876-8052

Bartender
WE ARE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SERVERS
BARTENDER BUSSERS, HOSTS AND KITCHEN STAFF

www.fosterscoachhousetavern.com

Amenia & Wassaic

Let us help you tell your story
and build your brand.
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IN PRINT & COMMUNITY FOCUSED
Start promoting your business today! Contact advertising@thehudsonvalleynews.com
{12} March 9 -15. 2022 • editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com • THE HUDSON VALLEY NEWS - AMENIA & WASSAIC

