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BY JIM LANGAN
A Steuben County judge struck down the Legislature’s drawing of New York’s congressional and
legislative maps Thursday, saying the redistricting
process was tainted by Democratic bias and violated the state standard on gerrymandering.
If the ruling stands, it would give lawmakers
just days to redraw the maps and get bipartisan
support for them, even as they’re working to de-

liver a finished budget, which is already past deadline.
The state quickly said it would appeal the decision.
When one political party has majority power in
New York, gerrymandering tends to rear its head,
acting state Supreme Court Justice Patrick McAllister wrote in his decision.
Continued on page 2 >>

Raw and rainy...

Kent Art Association's Spring Show...
READ MORE ON PAGE 7 >>
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HARLEM VALLEY ARRESTED DEVELOPMENTS
•

•
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•

On March 20, deputies arrested Juan Call-Chub, 25, for DWI
subsequent to a Dutchess County 911 Be On the Look Out for an
erratic vehicle on Route 22 in the Town of Amenia. The subject
was processed at the Amenia substation and released returnable
to Town ofAmenia Court at a later date.
On March 20, deputies responded to 116 Old Post Road #4
in Northeast for a verbal domestic dispute. The matter was
investigated without incident.
On March 22, deputies investigated a past occurred domestic
dispute that occurred at 1015 Route 22 in Pawling. The matter
was investigated without incident.
On March 23, deputies responded to 406 Sharon Station Road in
Northeast for a boyfriend/girlfriend verbal domestic. The matter
was investigated without incident.
On March 24, deputies responded to 16 Lilac Drive in the Town
<< Continued from page 1

REDISTRICTING
“New York has a long history of
gerrymandering when it comes
to the creation of new voting
districts,” he said, calling the
practice “a scourge” plaguing
New York and other states.
In New York, a 2014
referendum
amended
the
constitution in an attempt to
put a stop to gerrymandering.
The amendment required New
York to form an independent
bipartisan commission to draw
the redistricting maps every
10 years, in connection to

population data from the U.S.
Census.
This redistricting cycle was
the first time the state tested
that redistricting process, and
it failed — the commission
couldn’t reach consensus on
what the maps should look like.
The job then went to the
Legislature, controlled by the
Democrats, which produced
redrawn Congressional maps
that were heavily criticized for
carving blue neighborhoods or
regions into Republican districts.
Those maps were greenlit by
the Legislature and Gov. Kathy
Hochul within days.
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of Dover for a domestic dispute. The matter was investigated
without incident
On March 26, deputies responded to Lakeside Park Trail off
Dodge Road in the Town of Pawling to investigate a large party
with a bonfire. The parties dispersed upon police arrival.
On March 26, deputies responded to the area of 265 Bundy Hill
Road in the Town of Pawling for a two car property damage
automobile accident. James Anthony Boo, 29, was arrested for
aggravated unlicensed operation in the third degree. Boo is to
appear in the Town of Pawling Court at a later date.
If you have any information relative to the aforementioned
criminal cases, or any other suspected criminal activity, please
contact the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office ti line at 845 605
CLUE (2583) or email dcsotips@gmail.com. All information will
be kept confidential.
Please note: All subjects arrested and charged are alleged to
have committed the crime and are presumed innocent until proven
guilty and are to appear in local courts later.

This transpired with the
backdrop of a razor-thin
Democratic margin in the
U.S. House, in a year when
Republicans are expected to
make big gains in everything
from local races to the national
midterm elections.
With that in mind, the
chance to redraw New York’s
congressional maps came at an
opportune time for Democrats
looking to nail down wins across
the state.
But voters signaled in
2014 that they hoped to
take partisanship out of the
redistricting process, McAllister
argued in his decision. The
independent commission was
“intended to take the creation
of proposed redistricting maps
out of the hands of a one-sided,
partisan legislature as much as
possible,” McAllister wrote.
But because the decision went
to the Democratic Legislature,
he said, “there was no bipartisan
support” for the maps that were
eventually enacted.
“The court finds that by clear
evidence and beyond a reasonable
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doubt that the congressional map
was unconstitutionally drawn
with political bias,” McAllister
wrote.
The Legislature now has
until April 11 to submit new
congressional and legislative
maps that have bipartisan
support from the Senate and the
Assembly.
If they don’t, McAllister
said he would “retain an expert
at the state’s expense” to draw
new maps. In that instance, it’s
possible that New York would
not have usable maps in time for
primaries, even if those primaries
were delayed, he added.
New York Republicans, who
have made their ire over the
maps clear for months, praised
the decision.
“This decision is a recognition
of (Democrats’) effort to subvert
the constitution in a naked
attempt to cement their majorities
at the expense of millions of New
Yorkers,” said Dutchess County
Executive Marc Molinaro, who
is running for Congress in the
19th district against incumbent
Antonio Delgado.

DUTCHESS COUNTY TO PURCHASE BOY SCOUT CAMP
IN PLEASANT VALLEY

Camp will increase access to youth programs, services

BY HV NEWS STAFF
Dutchess County Executive
Marc Molinaro announced he
has sent a resolution to the County Legislature for the purchase of
Camp Nooteeming, a 272-acre
camp in the Town of Pleasant Valley, from Boy Scouts of America.
The county plans to partner with
Pathfinder FC (Football Club) for
the management and operation of
the camp, including coordination
of youth camp programs and facility rentals; creating a sustainable
operational model with no annual
operating costs to the county.
Once approved, camp programs
for local non-profit organizations
are expected to be operational for
this summer. Camp programs will
be part of an array of youth and
community programs offered in
coordination with the county’s
Path to Promise initiative.
Molinaro
said,
“Giving
Dutchess County youth opportunities to grow, learn, and reach their
potential is one of our top priorities.
Camp Nooteeming will give so
many opportunities for the youth
and families of Dutchess County
to explore nature, play sports, and
build memories that will last a lifetime. I know the members of the

Legislature share our vision and
commitment to Dutchess County
youth, and I look forward to legislators’ consideration and approval
of this important investment.”
The resolution, which the Legislature’s Public Works and Capital
Projects Committee will consider
at their April 7 meeting, will authorize a $4.8 million appropriation
from the county’s General Fund
balance. The $4.8 million includes
the purchase of the camp property for $4 million (it was appraised
at over $5.2 million) as well as
$200,000 for all the existing maintenance and camp equipment such
as canoes, row boats, archery
equipment, bunk beds, tents, tables
and chairs, mowers, tractors, and
more; and an additional $600,000
for the Department of Public
Works to make safety and ADA
compliance improvements.
Existing features of the camp
include:
•
Administration buildings
•
Program pavilion
•
Professional-grade sports
fields (including stands, lighting,
and press box)
•
Camping accommodations
(including rustic cabin and tent

sites)
•
Archery and rifle ranges
•
Commercial kitchen
•
Hiking trails
•
Outdoor pools
County Legislator representing
the Town of Pleasant Valley and
vice-chair of the Public Works and
Capital Projects Committee Don
Sagliano said, “This camp has the
potential to become a vital tool
for building brighter futures. I am
proud to support this resolution and
bring a new opportunity for out-ofschool experiences to the youth of
Dutchess County.”
The county conducted a Request for Expressions of Interest
process for a facility operator for
Camp Nooteeming earlier this year
to ensure summer camp programs
could occur for the upcoming summer season following the property
purchase. Pathfinder FC, who currently has a lease on the property
for soccer facilities, was chosen as
the camp operator.
The organization will be responsible for expanding programming
at the camp to support the County’s Path to Promise (P2P) initiative, including career exploration
and building leadership skills. P2P
strives to provide young people
up to the age of 19 the necessary

community resources to become
successful young adults, focuses
on fostering physical and mental
health as well as building family
and social relationships, among
other metrics for success.
“‘Pathfinder’ very aptly describes what we do,” said Colin
McComb, CEO of Pathfinder FC.
“We give boys and girls opportunities to grow both academically
and athletically, and we are excited to expand our programming to
align with the needs of the local
community and support Dutchess
County’s innovative Path to Promise initiatives.”
County Legislator and Assistant
Majority Leader Deirdre Houston,
who also represents the Town of
Pleasant Valley, said, “Camp Nooteeming has been synonymous
with fun and outdoor exploration
for generations of young people.
I encourage my fellow Legislators to support this resolution and
continue this great tradition and
further improve quality of life for
Dutchess County’s young people.”
Once approved by the Legislature’s Public Works and Capital Projects Committee, the full
County Legislature will vote on
the property purchase at its board
meeting on Monday, April 11.
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BY ALYSSA KOGON
Most Amenia residents view
their town hall as a placid refuge
open to visitors who need to ask a
zoning question, renew a license,
or find out about local events. That
was true until David showed up.
For those of you who don’t know
David, and that would be everyone, he is apparently a Bronx,
New York resident who is exercising his First Amendment right
to conduct audits throughout the
Harlem Valley.
A First Amendment audit is
a national phenomenon that is
being utilized not so much by a
group but instead by individuals
who want to film their encounters
with law enforcement officers or
other public officials while those
employees are in offices that are
open to the public. All front-facing public employees should have
training on how to deal with such
visitors but many are confused by
the often openly confrontational
nature of the auditors. They can

BY DEVAN T. BUGBEE
The opioid crisis is now over
20-years-old, and despite the efforts to curb the spread of drugs,
they make up over 70% of all
overdoses. With a 1 in 96 lifetime
chance of fatally overdosing on
opioids, it has become the leading
cause of death in the United States,
according to the National Safety Council. Regardless of these
statistics, the issue has been long
overlooked in favor of drawn-out
narratives such as the COVID-19
pandemic.
Sensible not to downplay the
severity of COVID, Republican
Dutchess County Executive Marc
Molinaro believes that the opioid
epidemic is the most significant
health concern we have to face. “I
would, by no means, diminish the

WHO IS THAT MASKED MAN?
be extremely aggressive as a way
to elicit a reaction that is captured
on video and can be used for a
lawsuit against that public office.
For instance, the Suffolk County
Police Department was forced to
pay one auditor a $200,000 settlement fee when he was forcefully detained for trying to conduct
such an audit.
Back to David, who actually
called himself Guy during his visit to the Amenia Town Hall early
last month where he wore a face
covering. Luckily for staff, there
had been advanced warning that
an auditor might target their location. Supervisor Victoria Perotti
had smartly advised workers early
in January that these events were
taking place across the country
and to be prepared. All entrances into the town hall were kept
locked except for the front door.
According to a source, Amenia
Town Clerk Dawn Marie Klingner treated the auditor with respect

and answered all of his questions.
The exchange was filmed by David/Guy. It was never posted to
social media perhaps because it
had gone so smoothly. There were
no reports of the auditor being
rude.
Later, on March 17th, David
paid a visit to the Ancram Town
Hall. While there the masked
man, who wore a black hoodie tied
around his head with a black face
mask covering most of his face,
began his questioning of employees. “What is your name? What
is your position? What is behind
this door?” You can actually watch
this audit that David filmed with
his cell phone on YouTube where
it has been up for a few weeks garnering thousands of views already.
Employees were so taken back
by the audit that they were unsure
how to react.
Apparently, David is within
his rights to enter publicly funded buildings and ask questions.

Although the audit was originally
established as a way to film police
activity while they interact with
suspects on the job, it has evolved
into this. First Amendment auditors now claim the right to film
public employees going about
their business in public buildings,
despite it interfering with daily
business. Although David was
non-threatening in his local visits,
other auditors have come across as
more brash and abrasive.
To date, the Town Hall in Sharon, Connecticut and the Town Hall
of Stamford in Delaware County
have also been visited recently by
First Amendment auditors. There
is really no solution other than to
stay calm and allow the process to
take place, despite uneasy feelings
reported by those affected by the
visits. If you would like to watch
David’s Ancram Town Hall audit,
you can go to his YouTube channel
and view that and others at Good
Guy Audits.

tragic loss brought by COVID,”
he told Hudson Valley News, “but
prior to COVID and after COVID,
opioid addiction will remain as the
public health crisis of our lifetime.”
With his words matching his record, Molinaro has prioritized drug
rehabilitation and mental health,
which he believes is the best way
to combat drug use and relapses,
while also keeping COVID cases
in Dutchess County below those
of our surrounding low-risk neighbors.
“We recognized early on in my
tenure that crime was being driven
by drug sales and substance use.
We acknowledged, also, a rise
in hospitalizations due to mental
wellness,” he stated. “This county
began a comprehensive effort to

address drug use on all fronts. That
meant fully funding a multi-agency drug task force.”
Providing Dutchess County
with addiction treatment support,
medicated assisted treatment, recovery coaches, community-based
programming, and public health
programming, Molinaro describes
the Dutchess County Drug Task
Force as “a total reorganization
and investment in mental health
services.”
Acknowledging there’s a legal
component to the epidemic, the
task force is also trained to address
drug trafficking. “It’s a national security crisis,” Molinaro said. “Bad
actors, principally in China, are
pouring fentanyl into our country
and killing young kids.”

On top of the drug task force,
under Molinaro’s leadership,
Dutchess was one of the first of
many counties across New York
state to launch litigation against
pharmaceutical companies such
as Johnson and Johnson and the
Sackler family for their part in the
opioid epidemic. Attorney General
Letitia James successfully prosecuted these corporations, and as a
result, the state required them to
pay millions of dollars and forced
them to end the distribution of
opioids in the state. The money
will be distributed to the counties
to help them acquire resources.
“Those dollars will expand our
programming,” Molinaro said. “It
would be politically impossible
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for the county to walk away from
this, and Dutchess is creating a
lasting legacy.”
The crisis, he says, is also one
of his priorities for his congressional platform. “There’s no national
commitment to providing the right
tools and support to emergency
responders and law enforcement
to intervene and prevent overdoses. There are countless volunteer
emergency response organizations across the country that are
overwhelmed and under-supported. That needs to change,” Molinaro declared. “Antonio Delgado
talked recently about a bill that
would provide only $3,600 in aid

to every police department in the
country. It is insufficient to deliver those responders with the tools,
resources, and support they need
to intervene and prevent.”
He also criticized the government’s mishandling of COVID
that contributed to the opioid crisis. “There wasn’t enough support to those who took their lives
or had their lives taken because of
substance abuse and mental wellness,” he stated. “There wasn’t a
commitment to addressing those
concerns effectively enough
during the pandemic.”
As opioids continue to ruin
lives, it is vital to not let the hysteria with issues such as COVID
distract us from what is truly at
stake.

familiar? To me it sounds like the
early stages of what became the
OPINION Barack Obama juggernaut. You
USUALLY RIGHT had a relatively unknown, young
senator from Illinois testing the
BY JIM LANGAN
presidential waters while the entitled warhorse Hillary Clinton was
IS DE SANTIS THE
measuring the drapes in the White
NEXT OBAMA?
House in anticipation of being
In the wake of this whole dust- nominated by acclimation.
This is where the two story lines
up about Disney and Florida’s new
legislation barring teaching pre- seem to track each other. Hillary
school age children about sex and Clinton in spite of a decided early
gender, Florida Gov. Ron De Santis advantage was not every Demofinds himself front and center in yet crat’s cup of tea. She had a lot of
baggage, from Vince Foster to playanother highly charged issue.
Personally I find any attempt by ing the enforcer with her husband’s
any government entity to define, female accusers, and a reputation
encourage or discourage discus- of being something of less than a
sions of sex with young children charmer. As the campaign rolled
to be inappropriate and beyond on, Barack Obama’s charm, wit
presumptuous. That is not only a and grace began to elicit compariparent’s prerogative but also a re- sons to JFK. The fact that his posponsibility that does not extend to sitions on the issues were virtually
others attempting to impose their the same as Hillary’s didn’t seem
to matter. Demovalues on other people’s children. No
“De Santis is cratic voters began
to think in terms of
four-or five-year-old
kid should be sub- Trump’s Obama.” Obama as a younger
and less controverjected to listening to
sial
alternative
to the unlikeable
some overheated activist challenging them about their sexuality. I was Clinton. By the campaign’s end,
lucky to get my sneakers tied at that Obama was the choice and the
age. The very fact that opponents rest is history.
De Santis is Trump’s Obama.
insist on calling the legislation the
He’s
younger, Ivy League, Navy
“Don’t Say Gay” bill shows you
how dishonest they are. Add to the Seal, much more personable, has
mix the Disney Company and its no real baggage other than that the
woke executives are leading the desperate Democrats will try to
charge against the legislation and manufacture and his poll numbers
Gov. De Santis for signing it and are great this early in the game.
you have a full blown battle royal Like Obama with Hillary, De Santis mirrors Trump’s core values
in the endless culture wars.
But like it or not Ron De Santis and would prove to be an attrachas become the voice of tradition- tive alternative. He’d also attract a
al American values for millions of lot of Independents in the primaFloridians and other Americans. ries and general election. Will it
His refusal to shut down Florida be tough dislodging the maniacal
during the pandemic proved in- Trump, who like Hillary feels he’s
sightful and correct. He is very entitled to the presidency? Yes,
much a presidential contender in but after four gruesome years of
2024 and deserves to be. But what Biden and Harris, Republicans
about the inevitable Republican might be more focused on winning
nominee, Donald Trump? Yeah and than offending the angry man sithow about he wait his turn? Sound ting at Mar-A-Lago.
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the Red Sox to win it all (as I
do every year).

the “new town center” at the
old Amish Market property
moved Side Burnz, which
had been on Route 9, to Siberia in the back by Dominos. Make an effort to find
them. They’re great.
•
•

•

•

In the least surprising media news of the year, White
House Press Secretary and
career leftie hack Jen Psaki is said to be headed over
to MSNBC. She’s got the
resumé…DNC spokesperson, Obama's Deputy press
secretary and shameless liar •
for Joe Biden. She’ll be awesome.

Breaking burger news! You
can now get a hamburger
made by a robot in a vending
machine. Yummy. It measures 12 square feet, plugs
into a traditional wall outlet,
has a refrigerator, an automated griddle and cleaning
system. The first Roboburger
is up and running in a New
Jersy mall and is headed to
an airport, office or college
near you. A burger will cost
you $6.99 and you won’t
have to pay it $15 an hour.

al date for her February 26,
2020 drunk driving arrest
where she ran a red light and
hit another car. The unpleasant Salem who has a previous DWI arrest is scheduled
for a June 13 trial.
Looks like Assemblyman
Kevin Cahill is facing a
Democratic primary in June.
The longtime Assemblyman is being op- •
posed by newcomer
Sarahana Shrestha, a
self-professed justice
and climate activist
originally from Nepal.
I don’t think Cahill is
going to have to break
out the Birkenstocks to
•
win this one.
• I noticed my old barbershop, Side Burnz, in
Hyde Park, has a sign
out on Route 9 to let people know where they are.
The geniuses who bought

Was watching "Jeopardy"
recently and the answer
was, “This singer at 95 is
the oldest singer to perform
at Carnegie Hall?” Two of
the contestants answered Diana Ross and the third had
nothing. I’m guessing Miss.
Ross didn’t find it amusing
The answer is Tony Bennett
although you get half-credit
for Bette Midler.
Tiger Woods is milking the
Masters for all he can as he
announced Sunday his participation will be a “game
time” decision. Meanwhile
some schnook will be sitting
in his motel room waiting to
hear if a slot has opened up.

•

Here’s some big news from
the great state of Alaska.
She’s back! Sarah Palin has
decided to toss her baby
seal jacket into the political
ring once again. The former
governor and vice-presidential candidate is running for
Alaska’s only congressional
seat. You betcha!

•

Finally, we note the passing
of actress Estelle Harris at
93. She famously played the
irascible mother of George
Costanza in "Seinfeld" and
was the voice of Mrs. Potato Head in the “Toy Story”
franchise.

Speaking of sports, baseball
kicks off this week with the
Yankees hosting my beloved
Red Sox. Meanwhile as usual, the Mets are off to a rocky
start with their ace pitcher
out with an injury and other
assorted issues. I’m taking

After a mere two year delay, Poughkeepsie Common
Council Chair Sarah Salem
has been given a new tri-
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BY CAROLINE CAREY

A COLORFUL EASTER DESSERT
even layer in prepared pan. Bake 10–12 minutes, until cake springs back in center when
touched.
Meanwhile, sift ¼ cup confectioners’ sugar
over a clean kitchen towel. When baked, run
a paring knife around the edges of the cake to
loosen. While cake is still hot, carefully turn it
out onto the towel and peel away the parchment
paper. Starting from the long side, immediately roll cake up with towel, like a jellyroll, until
the seam is on the bottom. Allow to cool while
rolled for 1 hour.
In a second large bowl cream butter until
smooth. Add ¾ cup confectioners’ sugar and
beat on medium to combine. Add the milk and
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. continue mixing. Add remaining ¼ cup confecLine a 9x13-inch sheet pan with tioners’ sugar and beat until combined. Scrape
parchment paper and coat with the down sides of bowl. Add the vanilla extract,
cooking spray.
jam, food coloring (if using) and salt. Beat on
With a hand
high until combined and
mixer, beat the eggs in a
smooth. Refrigerate 15
mixing bowl on medium • 5 large eggs
min., or until ready to
• 1 lemon
for 6–7 minutes, until thick
use.
• 2 cups boxed lemon cake mix
and pale yellow. From the • 2 tablespoons canola oil
Carefully
unroll
lemon, grate ½ teaspoon • 1 1/4 cups confectioners' sugar,
cooled cake and spread
zest and squeeze 1 tafrosting evenly on the
divided, plus more for dusting
blespoon juice into bowl • 4 tablespoons unsalted butter, room inside of the roll. Reroll
with eggs. Add the cake
temperature
cake and place seammix, oil, and 3 tablespoons • 1 1/2 teaspoon milk
side down on a serving
water. Beat on low for 30 • 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
platter. Dust with con•
5
tablespoons
seedless
raspberry
jam
seconds to combine, then
fectioners’ sugar. Refrigbeat on medium for 1 min- • 1-2 drops red food coloring, optional erate until ready to serve.
ute. Spread the batter in an • 1/4 teaspoon salt
This version seemed rather quick
and I decided to try it. It is delicious
and provides the perfect spring color
and taste palette for your Easter table. You can also make it a bit more
“grown up” by adding a bit of raspberry liqueur to the frosting!
Next week will feature a flourless
chocolate cake for your Passover
feast.

LEMON AND
RASPBERRY ROLLUP
CAKE

We haven’t really enjoyed much Spring
weather this year and we really need to see the
sun shine soon. But in the next few weeks many
of us will be celebrating Easter and/or Passover.
And we all have special family traditions
and menus that we look forward to seeing on
the table each year. For many years I made a
bunny cake (and many of my friends’ children
still make the cake in their 20s!). Since we have
no children joining us for Easter this year I decided to look for a more “grown up” dessert. I
found a version of this cake in one of those free
recipe magazines at the grocery store. I love
rollup cakes but they take a long time to make.

INGREDIENTS

E

HOUS

of the

WEEK

130 South Road, Millbrook		

$1,750,000

This one-of-a-kind compound is set on 15 acres of beautiful pastoral
land in Millbrook, NY. It offers wide, open spaces for the ultimate weekend retreat. It was built for family, friends and fun. There is a splendid
three bedroom, three and one-half bath main house, an additional two
bedroom, two bath guest house and a one bedroom, one bath caretaker
cottage, approximately 6,500 square feet of living space combined.

Amenities include
beautiful
hardwood floors,
fireplaces, central
air
conditioning
and a generator.
It's a gentleman's
farm with a 10-stall
horse stable, meadows,
paddocks,
sand riding ring, a
meandering stream and ample fields for planting. It's ideal for a collector of cars with multiple garages. A large machine garage and workshop
space is fitting for a craftsman or artist. The possibilities are endless and
no matter how you use it, the land is stunning, mostly level acreage that
has been pristinely cultivated and maintained. The private setting and
sweeping views are calming and idyllic.
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around town

BY HEIDI JOHNSON

There are a whole ton of
upcoming events here in the
Stanford/Pine Plains area, so let’s
get right to them…
Stanford Grange
Spring Penny Social
The Stanford Grange will be
having a Spring Penny Social this
coming Saturday, April 9. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m. and calling begins
at 7 p.m. There will be penny
prizes, a dollar table, homemade
baked goods, theme baskets, a
50/50 drawing, and door prizes.
Spring and Easter items will be
featured.
The Grange Youth
will have refreshments for sale.
Total proceeds benefit continuing
maintenance for the Stanford
Grange Hall and the scholarship
fund.
For more information,
contact Grange Secretary Ryan
Orton at 845-868-7869 or Therese
Fallon at 845-868-1700.
The Stanford Grange Hall
is located at 6043 Route 82 in
Stanfordville.
Stanford Recreation
Easter Egg Hunt
The Stanford Recreation Easter
Egg Hunt will be held this coming
Saturday, April 9 at 10 a.m. at the
Rec Park. Egg hunting is intended
for children ages five and under,
but ages six and up will have the
opportunity to have a scavenger
hunt around the park. Rain date
is Sunday, April 10 at 2 p.m. The
Easter Bunny is scheduled to
make an appearance.
Spring Farm Tour
This coming Saturday, April
9, the Dutchess County Sheep
and Wool Growers organization

will present a Spring Farm Tour.
On that day, from 10 a.m. until 4
p.m., six farms will be welcoming
guests to tour their farms. Visitors
will be able to see the animals,
shop the farm stores, and enjoy the
beautiful countryside of Dutchess
County. Tours are free, open to all
ages, and there is no registration.
Please do not bring pets. Farmfriendly shoes are also a must (I
suggest rubber boots). You can
visit all farms, or pick and choose
from the following participating
farms:
Wine & Wool Studio,
158 Prospect Hill Road, Clinton
Corners
Clover Brooke Farm, 175
Ruskey Lane, Hyde Park
Patchwork Pastures, 475
North Quaker Lane, Hyde Park
Point of View Farm,
41 Ludlow Woods Road,
Stanfordville
Nobeletown Fiber Works,
Fiber Mill, 9221 State Route 22,
Hillsdale
Buckwheat
Bridge
Angoras, 111 Kozlowski Road,
Elizaville
While on the tour, the group
recommends having lunch at the
Farmers & Chefs food truck at our
very own Big Rock Farm Market at
6031 Route 82 in Stanfordville, or
Jeanie Bean & Family Restaurant,
2411 Salt Point Turnpike in
Clinton Corners. Should be a
delightful Saturday outing! For
more information and updates,
visit Dutchess County Seep and
Wool Growers on Facebook.

The Stissing Center
April Events
Our fabulous local performance
space presents following shows in
April:
Chamber Music, Tchaikovsky’s
Piano Trio in A Minor – Saturday,
April 9 at 4 p.m. Tickets $25,
students $5.
Local
Produce
Reader’s
Theater play “TRACES/fades” –
Sunday, April 10 at 3 p.m. General
admission $5.
Jim Kweskin and Happy
Traum, Giants of Folk Music–
Saturday, April 23 at 4 p.m.
Tickets $25, students $5.
Bard College Conservatory
of Music, Celebration of Vocal
Music – Sunday, April 24 at 4
p.m. Tickets $25, students $5.
Pedro Giruado Tango Quartet–
Saturday, April 30 at 8 p.m.
Tickets $25.
Please visit thestissingcenter.
org for more information and to
purchase tickets. Check out the
upcoming May events also. There
are some great performances lined
up for Spring!

Egg My Yard Fundraiser
The final weekend for this fun
event will be April 16-17. To raise
money for the Pine Plains Girls
Varsity Soccer Team you can book
your egg hunt by calling or texting
914-456-5822. Select the number
of candy-filled eggs you want to
have hidden in your yard, and
the team will hide them for you
on the night before the date you
select. Your family then hunts for
them the next morning. Prices are
$10 for 15 eggs, $20 for 30 eggs
Photos with Easter Bunny
Pine Plains Hose Company is and $30 for 45 eggs. Payment by
sponsoring photos with the Easter cash, check or Venmo is accepted.
Bunny and an Easter Egg Hunt for
Pine Plains/Stanfordville
children of all ages this coming
Youth Soccer
Sunday, April 10 from 11 a.m. to 1
A reminder to check out the
p.m. at the Seymour Smith School
playground, 41 Academy Street new Pine Plains/Stanford joint
in Pine Plains. Thanks to the fire youth soccer program, Stissing
company for hosting this event for Mountain Football Club. The
program will run from April 25
the kids!
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through June 18, with practices at
the high school fields. The practice
and game schedules are available
on the website, stissingmtnfc.
wixsite.com/stissingmtnfc.
Participants will need their
own shin guards and cleats.
Having you own soccer ball is
highly recommended. Cost is
$50 per participant. Please email
stissingmtnfc@gmail.com with
any questions.
Stanford Library
Upcoming Events
Symphony Storytime – This
coming Saturday, April 9 at 10:30
a.m. Presented by the Northern
Dutchess Symphony Orchestra,
this program is an interactive
50-minute program designed for
children in kindergarten through
third grade, accompanied by an
adult. The program will pair the
award-winning book “Dancing
Hands” with music inspired by
the story, played by musicians
from NDSO. Pre-registration is
required by phone at 845-8681341 or email stanfordlibrary@
optonline.net. Funding for this
program is made possible by
the Anne and Abe Effron Donor
Advised Fund of the Community
Foundations of the Hudson Valley.
Stanford Events Committee’s
Photo Contest Reception - Friday,
April 22 from 5 to 7 p.m. The
library and the Stanford Special
Events Committee are honored
to present the winners of the
Stanford Photo Contest online
exhibit, now brought to life at the
library through April 30.
Started in the Fall of 2020, the
Stanford Photo Contest runs every
season, and is open to all town
residents of any age. Winners
are chosen by the community and
posted to the town website. In this
collection, one will see the heart
and soul of Stanford, and what
makes it one of the most vibrant
Continued on page 9 >>

THERAPY
JAR
BY DANA PAGE

DOWN IN THE
JUNGLE ROOM
My husband had had a stressful week. He just wanted to relax
and have a cocktail in front of the
fireplace with me, or perhaps put
on his favorite “Air Disasters”
show. How that relaxes anyone,
is beyond me. I don’t want to
know that almost all fiery plane
crashes are due to pilot error. I
already mentally interrogate each
staff member and passenger on
the flight, while boarding. I don’t
need more actual footage of the
carnage to go with my dramatic
personal narratives. “No thank
you, stewardess. I don’t need the
pretzels. I’ve already filled up on
all of my own fingernails, and
the clippings of my neighboring
terrorist friends.” No one escapes
my suspicion.
So imagine my husband’s
great surprise and minor horror
when I whispered, “Honey, there
will be no lazing about this evening. Turn off your special Zenlike program and get ready for

STANFORD

<< Continued from page 8

a wonderful surprise. I’ve purchased an enormous, life- sized,
iron and leather giraffe off of
Facebook marketplace. We need
to drive down to to New York
City in an hour to pick it up. It
will be fine.” It is such pleasure
to be married to me.
It all started the usual way that
morning. I was sitting in bed with
my coffee, perusing the various
Facebook groups I frequent. One
group is called “Moody Maximalism.” It is a group of tacky
trollops devoted to embracing
clutter and painting all surfaces
shades approved by Edgar Allen
Poe. I now see a red door and I
want it painted black! It has given me some bad ideas of painting ceilings shiny pink, complete
with stenciled palm leaves- a notion strongly rejected by “a certain person.” I may not be married to for long…if I keep it up.
“Baby, let’s talk about that huge
antique butter churn that you got
from the Salvation Army…Are
we Amish now? I’m pretty sure
I just saw you curling your hair
and checking your eBay for the
thousandth time. But I’ll hitch the
horse, if we are in rural Pennsylvania now.” “Okay, okayyyy,” I
whined. “I promise I will not get
anything else that we absolutely
do not need. Even if it is a small,
velvet Victorian fainting couch
for the bearded dragon, I will turn
it down.” (Total lie. I bought the
April 21 from 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
for students in grades two to
five. Learn about Earth Day and
create cool crafts out of recycled
materials. Registration required at
stanfordlibrary@optonline.net or
845-868-1341.

and loved places in the Hudson
Valley.
The Special Events
Committee is extremely thankful
to all those who participated and
looks forward to continuing to
celebrate the town and the people
See you next week!
of Stanford. Please join the fun
stanfordevents.com
Heidi Johnson can be reached
Celebrate Earth Day - Monday,
April 18 from 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. at 845-392-4348 or heidij08751@
for students in kindergarten gmail.com.
through first grade. Thursday,

couch.)
Another Facebook group that
brings me immeasurable pleasure is called “The Oddity Shop.”
Here, one can purchase avant-garde artwork and X-rays from people with deformed claw-shaped
hands. Last week, a lady was selling her removed uterus. It read,
“Preserved in formaldehyde: not
edible.” While disappointing in
a culinary sense, that’s ok I suppose, if only using for a craft
project. My favorite trinkets are
Civil War-era medical and dental
equipment. Perhaps you may also
be interested in mourning jewelry sourced from Aunt Edna-Abstinence’s braided locks? (I chose
‘Abstinence’ from a list of popular Puritan names, but there are
many which deserve honorable
mention: Forsaken, Hand-Maid,
Fight-the-good-fight-of-faith,
Sorry-for-Sin, and my favorite
little darling zinger of a name…
If-He-Had-Not-Died-For-Thee-Thou-Hadst-Been-Damned.
How boring I was just picking
the name Dylan for my first born,
when such exciting titles exist! I
bet it would be tricky finding a
souvenir keychain with that name
on it though. Whatever I purchase
this week from that site, the chances of my home being haunted have
gone up one hundred percent.
Just when I had given up on
the taxidermied baby seal and
all hope of demonic possession,
something caught my eye. The ten
foot tall, lacquered giraffe winked
its leathery eye at me. “You know
you need me. You’ll have an absolute mental breakdown when
trying to incorporate me into your
dining room, but for now…pull
the trigger, baby. I’m yours,” pled
the beast. “But, you promised not
to bring in any more life-sized zoo
animals,” whispered my troublemaking Puritan ancestor, Remember-Thine-Oaths.
The car ride down to the city
was very quiet, except for the

sputtering of our busted muffler.
“Do you hate me? I mean, it could
be worse. It’s not like I purchased
a living giraffe.” We carefully
swathed my prize in tarps and
bungeed the legs down. Despite
trying to wrap the contents of the
flat bed thoroughly, four long legs
with realistic looking hooves dangled over the edge. “Let’s stop for
your cocktail now. You deserve
it,” I suggested. Now at top speed
on the Taconic, a line of cars was
behind us, pulling up close with
their brights and then passing.
“Look behind you. Make sure he’s
not flopping around back there!
People are acting suspicious. I’m
pretty sure there’s even a cop following,” Darin said. “Everything
looks good…I think people are
just slowing down to see the truck
with no muffler and what appears
to be an enormous giraffe carcass
in the back,” I reassured him. “I
think their curiosity is probably
normal behavior, at least in some
parts…where poaching is more
common. They wouldn’t even
slow down if we were in Kenya.
But we probably should not stop
for drinks.”
Back home hours later, my
trophy secured in the garage, I
flipped on some soothing, flaming images of destruction for my
deserving husband. “Sweetie, I
double dog promise that I will
not buy anything else without
discussion,” I vowed, my fingers
crossed behind my back. “Especially not the pickled fallopian
tubes or the ancient glass eye!”
I feel very confident that I can
keep those specific promises, as I
wasn’t excited about those filthy
offerings anyhow. But if a pink
velvet chair from the 60’s shows
up on tomorrow’s marketplace
listings, only my righteous Puritan ancestor, “God-Givith-MeStrength” can keep me away!
Dana Page is a local mother,
writer, actress and lover of life!
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HAPPY HUNTING (AND FISHING)!

BY ALYSSA KOGON
Just up the hill and a little to
the right of Amenia sits a sportsman's paradise steeped in old
world tradition. Orvis Sandanona in Millbrook offers all the
amenities of a continental hunt
and field experience with a whole
lot of fun thrown in. While you
may be familiar with the Orvis
brand for their classic fly-fishing,
hunting and sporting goods, the
Sandanona property is no doubt
the jewel in the crown of their
recreation empire.

quarters. Attendees are given
instruction in casting techniques,
how to tie fishing knots and
freshwater entomology. Classes
include lunch, a textbook, tackle,
and the use of two private ponds
and a trout stream on the campus. If you already have the basics down pat, Orvis Sandanona
can set up guided tours on nearby
waterways.
For you landlubbers, fear not.
Orvis Sandanona also hosts a
Shotgun Shooting School with
wingshooting
and
hunting instruction. In
fact, it is the
first school
of its kind
established
in this country. Guests
receive instruction in
all the funOrvis Pro Shop. Photos submitted. d a m e n t a l s
With fishing season upon us, it used for an English shotgunning
would be difficult to find another style hunt. Topics from proper
entity more skilled at giving you stance to gun handling are covthe aquatic day out you always ered by experts in their field. If
dreamed of. The facility features you are more into sporting clays,
a Fly-Fishing School Program the Sandanona shotgun course
that was developed and refined is considered one of the best in
by Orvis more than 50 years ago the country. With approximately
at their Vermont company head- twenty stands, large groups can
be easily accommodated for an incredible
day of outdoor bonding. Youth from ages
twelve up can participate in the clay course.
Memberships are also
available.
Open 362 days a
year, you don’t have to
be sporty to enjoy the
grounds at Sandanona. Although it is the
oldest permitted shootFresh pasta dish from the Bird Dog Cafe.
ing club in the United

States, guests can
also visit the spectacular main building lodge constructed
during the presidency
of Thomas Jefferson.
Open all week during
normal
business
hours, the Orvis Pro
Shop carries a wide
selection of goods for
the entire family, including Fido.
A d d i t i o n a l l y,
guests are invited to
Venison and root vegetables from the Bird Dog Cafe.
markably reasonable. Reservaenjoy a unique restaurant that is open to the public tions are suggested and dress is
and features some unusual cui- country casual.
Orvis commits five percent of
sine. The Bird Dog Cafe, with
lunch hours from 11:00 a.m. until its pre-tax profits to protecting
3:00 p.m. on weekdays and ad- nature, advancing canine health
ditional weekend brunch service and well-being, and supporting
from 8:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m., the communities in which they
is known for their unusual offer- operate and where their associings. General Manager Edward ates live.
If you would like to learn
Gerrard describes the menu as
being “focused on game dish- more about the programs and
es.” A wild boar ragu served trips that they offer for men,
over pappardelle pasta, venison women and youth, you can visit
chili, Guinness venison stew, and them at https://www.orvis.com/
smoked trout benedict are just a trips-schools/shooting-grounds/
few of the surprising staples cre- sandanona-ny.
The grounds are located at
ated by Chef Kenneth Connors.
3047
Sharon Turnpike in MillOf course, more pedestrian dishes such as a homemade corned brook. Their phone number is
beef hash are also on tap. The 845-677-9701.
Happy Hunting!
best part is that the prices are re-
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The entrance to Orvis Sandanona.

GOLDEN LIVING
News for Seniors, Their
Families and Caregivers

BY TODD N. TANCREDI

OFA PICNICS RETURN
FOR A 30TH YEAR
The Office for the Aging Picnic Program kicks off this year on
Wednesday, June 1st. Residents
age 60 and over are invited to socialize with their friends and neighbors at the event designated for their
hometown, enjoy a nutritious meal,
and learn more about the programs
and services offered by the Office
for the Aging. All picnics take place
on Wednesdays, rain or shine. All
picnics begin at noon. Each of the
12 picnics scheduled this year are
open only to the senior citizen residents of each village/town(s) specified, and their guests. Proof of residency and advance reservations are
both required, and space is limited;
therefore, we cannot accept walk-

ins at the picnics. There is an $8
charge for each non-resident guest
and those 59 or younger.
The 2022 Senior Picnic Schedule is as follows.
June 1 – Town and Village of
Pawling, Towns of Dover, Amenia
and Union Vale; Boyce Park, 6423
Route 55, Wingdale
June 8 - Village and Town of
Fishkill; Geering Park, Fishkill
June 15 – Towns of Milan, Red
Hook and Rhinebeck and Villages of Red Hook, Rhinebeck,
and Tivoli;Dutchess County Fairgrounds, 6636 Route 9, Rhinebeck
June 22 – Towns of Clinton and
Hyde Park including Staatsburg,
Church of Regina Coeli, 28 Harvey
Street, Hyde Park
June 29 - Town of Poughkeepsie, Bowdoin Park, 85 Sheafe Road,
Poughkeepsie
July 6 – City of Beacon, Memorial Park, 298 Fishkill Avenue, Beacon
July 13 - Towns of North East,

Pine Plains, Washington and Stanford and Villages of Millbrook and
Millerton;
Stissing Mountain
Jr./Sr. High School, 2829 Church
Street (Route 199), Pine Plains
July 20 - Town of Wappinger
and Village of Wappingers Falls;
Recreation Park, 95 Robinson Lane,
Wappinger
July 27 - Town of Pleasant Valley; West Road School, 181 West
Road, Pleasant Valley
August 3 - City of Poughkeepsie;
Stitzel Field, 10-14 Lincoln Avenue
August 10, 17 – no picnics
August 24 - Town of East Fishkill; East Fishkill Recreation Park,
330 Route 376
August 31 - Towns of LaGrange
and Beekman; Freedom Park, 212
Skidmore Road, LaGrange
We have begun the process of
mailing picnic reminder cards to
older adults throughout the county.
You don’t need to have a card to
make a reservation. Cards should
arrive in the mail four to six weeks

before each community’s picnic.
OFA Picnics have been held annually since 1993 and are made possible through private/public partnerships and support from many local
municipalities and businesses. Special thanks to this year’s Platinum
sponsor, The Pines at Poughkeepsie, and the Dutchess County Department of Community and Family Services – Protective Services for
Adults.
Volunteers of all ages are needed at each picnic to bring meals to
attendees with mobility challenges.
For more information about volunteer opportunities, email bjones@
dutchessny.gov or call 845-4862544.
Golden Living is prepared by
the Dutchess County Office for
the Aging, 114 Delafield Street,
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601,
telephone 845-486-2555, email:
ofa@dutchessny.gov
website:
www.dutchessny.gov/aging.

KENT ART ASSOCIATION’S SPRING SHOW

BY HV NEWS STAFF
Kent Art Association’s Spring
Juried Show will run through
Saturday April 24th. The opening
reception was held on Sunday,
April 3rd from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
where prizes were given.

The Best of Show award went
to Brookfield artist Katushka
Milliones. Katushka is a new
member of KAA and says, “This
is a painting that summarizes
how I presently feel……It’s well

Kathleen L'hommedieu with her third price painting "A Celebration of Color". She is
receiving her award from KAA President Sue Lopardo. Photo submitted.

known that flowers have certain
meanings, therefore the white
tulips represent the turbulent
times we are living and the sorrow
in our hearts… the presence of
an empty jar is a symbol of the
good things that are intangible
nevertheless present in our souls.
Limes are present to give us the
certainty that good things are
to come and hope can make it
happen. Painting gives me the
opportunity to send a message of
peace and hope to all.”
Other prizes included second
place to Muriel Stockdale's oil
painting "Abundanza," third
prize to Kathleen L’Hommedieu
for her painting “A Celebration
of Color” and Honorable
Mention to Edward Robinson for
his painting, “7 Zebras”.
On Saturday, April 9th, at
10:00 a.m., KAA will be offering

their monthly Coffee Talk with a
discussion on a timeline in art and
history presented by past KAA
President Connie Horton. These
talks are held with a different
artist each second Saturday of
the month. Come and join KAA
artists and the community!
The Kent Art Association is
always free and open Thursday
through Sunday, from 1:00 - 5:00
p.m. The next show will be the
Juried Photography Show and
Black and White Show from
May 1 through May 22 with an
opening reception on Friday, May
6 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Mark your
calendars!
Kent Art Association is located
at 21 South Main Street (Route
7) in Kent, Connecticut, KAA
is a non-profit and volunteer
community organization. Visit at
www.kent.art.assoc@snet.net.
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We need housing
that people can
afford.
It's coming. And you can help.
Meet your neighbors and find out more:

Saturday, April 9th
9:30am - 12pm
Amenia Town Hall Gym
Free event

6411 Montgomery Street,
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-876-8052

Bartender

Why isn't there enough housing? What developments are
on the horizon? How can you take part?

Register to attend on Eventbrite
(search Tri-Town Coalition)

or email ecelaya@hudsonriverhousing.org or call 845-454-5176
Hosted by the Tri-Town Coalition
We believe everyone should be able to access housing that is within
their means. We want to make that possible. The Tri-Town Coalition
(TTC) unites the towns and villages in Pine Plains, North East, and
Amenia as a single voice to attract investment to our region and
address common challenges by combining our resources.

WE ARE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SERVERS
BARTENDER BUSSERS, HOSTS AND KITCHEN STAFF

www.fosterscoachhousetavern.com

Amenia & Wassaic

Let us help you tell your story
and build your brand.
WEEKLY
LOCAL NEWS
IN PRINT & COMMUNITY FOCUSED
Start promoting your business today! Contact advertising@thehudsonvalleynews.com
{12} April 6-12, 2022 • editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com • THE HUDSON VALLEY NEWS - AMENIA & WASSAIC

