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Summer is here...

BY JIM LANGAN
Last week the Center for Disease Control
issued new guidelines essentially dropping the
mandatory wearing of face masks in response to
the COVID pandemic. The CDC lifted the mandate
for all vaccinated adults beginning May 17. Almost
immediately major retailers like Walmart, Costco
and Starbucks said they would make masks optional
for vaccinated customers unless local regulations

Delicious and simple! Crabcake recipe...

PAGE 7

require them by law. New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
who has made something of a second career out of
the pandemic initially refused to go along with the
CDC guidance. By Monday however the blowback
from the public coupled with a a scathing letter from
Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro and
other county executives caused Cuomo to reverse
himself.
Continued on page 3 >>

HARLEM VALLEY ARRESTED DEVELOPMENTS
- On May 12, deputies
responded to Flint Hill Road and
Cascade Mountain Rose in the
Town of Amenia for a rollover
motor vehicle accident.
The
patient was transported by EMS
to Sharon Hospital for non-lifethreatening injuries.

- On May 13, deputies
responded to Southeast Auto
Recycling at 1492 Route 22 in the
Town of Dover for a dump truck
on fire. The fire was extinguished
by JHK Hose Company without
incident.
If you have any information

relative to the aforementioned
criminal cases, or any other
suspected criminal activity please
contact the Dutchess County
Sheriff’s Office tip line at 845-605CLUE (2583) or email dcsotips@
gmail.com. All information will
be kept confidential.

Please note: All subjects
arrested and charged are alleged
to have committed the crime
and are presumed innocent until
proven guilty and are to appear in
local courts at a later date.

MEET JULIE DORAN, CANDIDATE
FOR AMENIA SUPERVISOR

BY JIM LANGAN

Julie Doran had been out
knocking on doors all weekend
when we caught up with her to
see how her campaign for Amenia
town supervisor was going. The
energetic Doran said she was very
much enjoying campaigning and
seeing so many new and familiar
faces along the way. “My mother
couldn’t believe I was out there
shaking hands and kissing babies
like a real politician,” laughed
Doran.
But the long-time Amenia resident and first time candidate for
office is doing just that. She is taking on Victoria Perotti for supervisor in the June 22nd Republican
primary. Along with fellow town

board candidates Jamie Vitiello
and Brad Rebillard, they comprise
a unified slate dubbed “Amenia
Strong Team.” In fact the Amenia Strong Team has been active
in the community for some time
from picking up trash to quietly
raising much needed money for a
widow who lost her home in the
recent tornado.
We asked Doran why she was
running and she said she was
very concerned about the current
board’s role in raising taxes while
simultaneously cutting important youth and senior service programs. Doran pointed out that the
current board under Perotti’s leadership has raised taxes from $1.3
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million to $2 million
from 2019 to 2020.
“I’m also concerned
about the lack of transparency and communication with this board.
Our tax dollars are not
being watched and I’m
concerned this current
board won’t be able to
turn things around. I
find it especially concerning that much of
the work the town contracts for has never been
put out for bids.” Doran
cited a recent problem with a rest
room in town hall that cost taxpayers $7,000 to fix. “Talk about
flushing money down the toilet.”
Doran has 30 years of real estate
and management experience and
has the support of Sheriff Butch
Anderson and County Executive
Marc Molinaro. She has been employed as a project manager for
Silo Ridge for a number of years
and has extensive contacts with
the many companies and vendors
doing business with Silo. When
asked if being a key member of
the Silo team might present a conflict, Doran said, “Absolutely not.
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Julie Doran. Photo submitted.

Sometimes it seems like half of
Amenia works for Silo and that’s a
big plus for the community given
their generosity and vision. I think
working closely with the town is
a win-win. I’ve already discussed
the possibility of my winning and
they’ve told me they will cut back
my hours to accommodate the job
of supervisor.”
Doran closed the interview
by saying, “The Amenia Strong
Team will be focused on ensuring
that the town’s expenses be reduced and every dollar stretched if
we are fortunate enough to win.”

<< Continued from page 1

MASKS

Cuomo declared New York mask
free effective May 19th.
Critics had been accusing
Cuomo of being reluctant to
cede power back to the average
citizen because he had been
enjoying the spotlight that comes
with restrictions and executive
authority. Many pointed to Cuomo
as someone who had embraced
the authority that comes with
televised daily briefings and the
authority to regulate commerce. In
Cuomo’s case, he is facing fierce
criticism and an investigation

into his handling of the COVID
nursing home deaths as well
as numerous unrelated sexual
harassment charges leveled by
numerous former female staffers.
Locally, Dutchess County
Executive Marc Molinaro issued
a statement over the weekend
on the conflicting message
being sent by the governor’s
initial refusal to abide by the
CDC recommendation. “We
have undeniable proof that the
COVID-19 vaccine works. Over
60 percent of Dutchess County
residents have been vaccinated
and more continue to sign up
every day. I urge New York State

to follow the common-sense
guidance of the professionals at
the CDC who have helped keep us
safe for 14 months and announce
the full reopening of schools
and restrictions on businesses be
lifted.”
As has become the norm in
too many areas, the mask issue
has become highly politicized
with blue states reluctant to ease
or drop restrictions like the mask
while red states consider the
mask requirement as somewhere
between ineffective and virtue
signaling. Public reaction to the
lifting of the mandate seems
to be very favorable as people

emerge from the long, cold winter.
Others simply agree to disagree
and given there is no restriction
about continuing to wear a mask,
it would make sense to allow
individuals make their own choice.
As COVID fades it’s likely masks
will become something of a moot
point but most observers don’t
expect it to go quietly or quickly.
But as temperatures soar this
week into the 80s with Memorial
Day on the horizon, the timing of
Cuomo’s announcement is likely
to be well received.
New Jersey Governor Phil
Murphy said Monday he will continue his states mask requirement.

POUGHKEEPSIE GOES BLUE

BY HV NEWS STAFF
This week is #NationalPolice- brate the individuals who protect ty and New York State are fortuWeek, a time to honor and cele- our communities. Dutchess Coun- nate to have such dedicated public
servants. This week we remember
and pay tribute to the police officers who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty. They
will never be forgotten.
County
Executive
Marc
Molinaro directed the county's
office building in Poughkeepsie

to be lit up in blue in recognition
of law enforcement officers
throughout Dutchess County, the
state and nation, especially the
officers of the Dutchess County
Sheriff's Office.
Molinaro said, “This week, and
all year long, we thank these brave
men and women for their bravery,
commitment, and sacrifice.”

Paid for by Amenia Strong

Dutchess County office building lit blue. Photo submitted.
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VOLUNTEERS MAKE GOOD NEIGHBORS
BY PAULA E. YOUNG
David Rosenberg, 75, is a spry
man who does not look his age. A
retired “theater guy,” he worked
for years as a production manager
in New York City’s stage, film and
television industry. From 1984
until 2015, he owned a company
which manufactured rigging and
did historical restorations. In
1991, after a friend suggested he
look in the area, Rosenberg came
up and built a home in Amenia. In
2015, after selling his company to
a partner, he moved from the city
to live here full time.
With time on his hands and
not one to sit around, Rosenberg
became involved in multiple
projects. “Once here, I realized
that I needed to give back to
the community. I sat on the
Planning Board for three years,
became involved with the Sharon
Playhouse for a few years and
also on the board of the Wassaic
Project,” he said. “While there,
one of the artistic directors on the
board suggested that as I had all
this business experience, perhaps
I should consider running for
fire commissioner, a job that
deals primarily with budgets and
approvals.” He ran and won.
Then someone suggested
he apply for membership as a

firefighter.
“I responded that at my age, I
cannot run into a burning building,
but I went ahead and applied
because I knew I could be useful
in other ways. There’s a corporate
side, a business side and fire side,”
he continued. “I help mostly on
the business side.”
New York State mandates
that every town must provide
fire protection to its citizenry.
Fire companies are contracted
through towns and funded with
taxes. Some larger cities, such
as Poughkeepsie, have paid fire
companies, but most smaller
towns and villages still have fire
houses whose membership is
comprised fully of volunteers.
Amenia and Wassaic are two of
five fire districts in the area. Each
of the five districts has its own fire
company, and today Rosenberg,
as well as being a member, is
president of the Wassaic Fire
Company.
Currently, there are 35 active
members of the Wassaic Fire
Company, all of which, including
Rosenberg, are volunteers and all
whom have spent hundreds of
hours in training. Members take
classes to learn proficiency in
exterior firefighting (85 hours), in

First Responder training which
covers much of the EMT
aspects of the job (70 hours),
in interior firefighting training
(approximately 150 hours), as
well as partaking in a myriad
of other required courses, such
as how to perform automobile
rescues, how to fight propane
fires and more.
“The man hours are crazy,”
said Rosenberg. “It’s a lot of
stuff to learn. The biggest
problem we are facing is
getting
volunteers,”
he
continued. “It’s a different
generation. Some men and
women work 30 or more miles
away from their homes and asking
a person with a young family and
two jobs – it’s a lot – and they just
don’t have the time.”
Rosenberg
explains
that
although there are far less fires
these days, the past year saw local
fire companies fight several large
brush fires and two major structure
fires (house fires) where both the
Amenia and Dover fire companies
were called in to provide mutual
aid. Recently, the Wassaic Fire
Company gave a presentation on
how to deal with 911 situations,
and though 25 homeowners
attended and at the end of the year
generously donated funds, none
volunteered to join.
“It used to be that the firehouse
was the social nexus of a town,”
said Rosenberg. “It was the place
people would go on a Friday or
Saturday night for a dinner or
a dance. You look around now
at the functions and most of the
people who show up are my age.
In the firehouse it’s mostly older
guys. When there is a blood
drive in town, who shows up to
donate? The firefighters and their
families.”
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David Rosenberg. Photo submitted.

What will happen if more
people do not step up to volunteer?
“Firefighters will eventually all
become paid, and it will be very
expensive,” answered Rosenberg
with a sigh. “People right now do
not realize that without volunteers,
everything is going to start coming
out of their pockets. The people
who do this, who volunteer their
time and energy, they give a lot
and do not ask for anything in
return. I have huge respect and
admiration for them,” he said.
“It’s important for people to
understand that the volunteer
world is disappearing, and if others
don’t jump in and help in some
way, in the end, it may come back
to haunt them, either financially or
with a house that tragically burns
down because there was no one
left to call to for help.”
If you are interested in
volunteering or becoming a
member in the Wassaic or other
local fire company, meetings are
held at firehouses every Monday
evening at 6:30 p.m. Stop by,
express your interest, and sign up.
Your community will thank you
for it.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
TO THE EDITOR:
Living in the Town of Amenia,
I felt compelled to write this letter
in support of the Amenia Strong
ticket for Town Board. Comprised
of Julie Doran, Jamie Vitiello and
Brad Rebillard, this slate of candidates is made up of the right
people at the right time to put our
town back on the right track.
Sadly, our town has faced rising taxes and lower services. The
current mismanagement of our tax
dollars is a serious problem and
we need real, honest oversight.
That’s why I’m throwing my support behind the Amenia Strong
Team.
Our town is a wonderful place
to live, work and raise a family.
I’m hopeful it will remain that
way, but I worry that the current
road we’re on will prevent that.
Please stand with me to put our
town on a new, brighter path for a
stronger future.
David Broser
Amenia

TO THE EDITOR:
Please allow this letter to serve
as one of support for the Amenia
Strong Team for Town Board.
Our current town government
needs a new, fresh direction. Our
children’s programs are being cut
while our taxes go up. How is that
possible? Where is the money going?
As a lifelong resident, I want
this beautiful town to be here for
our kids and their kids. Without
a strong financial infrastructure
where our tax dollars are watched,
I know that won’t happen.
We must come together as one
town and work together as one
town. I’m supporting Julie Doran
for Town Supervisor, Jamie Vitiello for Town Councilman and Brad
Rebillard for Town Councilman.
They have a vision to put the residents first, work to beautify our
town and get us on stronger financial footing for the future.
Madeline Miller
Amenia

half immediately rose to the level of anti-Semitism in Congress
OPINION and the press. Opposing Israel has
been the third rail of politics.
USUALLY RIGHT long
Democrats in particular have alBY JIM LANGAN
ways championed all things Israeli. I can’t think of one significant
WHEN DID ISRAEL
Democrat presidential candidate
BECOME THE BAD GUY? who hasn’t made the obligatory
Like many others around the trek to Israel loudly proclaiming
world I spent a bit of time over the his or her support for “our closest
weekend watching the ferocious ally.”
exchanges of rockets and bombs
Well those days appear to be
raining down in the Middle East. closing in on a distant memory. It
Sadly this isn’t the first time we’ve feels like it started with the Obama
seen such carnage and loss of in- administration and his world apolnocent life. But ever since Presi- ogy tour shortly after being electdent Harry Truman and the United ed. You got the feeling Obama
Nations gave life to the state of and the left were all too willing
Israel in 1948, Israel has had to to blame America and Israel for
ward off the hostilities of its sur- all the troubles. We were subtly
rounding neighbors time and time painted as somewhere between a
again. Israel has endured wars, bully and enemy of Islam. Since
terrorism and hardship in an effort then it has become commonplace
to maintain its sovereignty and for members of Congress and othindependence. The “Opposing Israel er political types to
fact that Israel was has long been the direct the kind of
created on the heels
they used
third rail of politics.” criticism
of the Holocaust and
to reserve for the
World War II always seemed like likes of pistol-packing Yassar Arathe right thing to do and imbued fat at Israel.
a certain nobility to the Jews for
But here’s my question. What
accepting the challenge.
has changed in the last decade to
While it is true Israel was cob- cause so many of our leaders to
bled together by other nations turn their back on Israel? Why are
requiring the Palestinians among our young people so enamored
others to forfeit some land, it was with the Palestinians? Why has
considered a necessary compro- support for Israel become a parmise by most observers. There is tisan issue with Democrats hamalso no question there would be no mering the Israeli Prime Minister
Israel today without the unquali- for accepting support from Donfied support of the United States ald Trump? Why isn’t Biden front
and the billions in aid we have and center demanding Hamas
given them. But it always seemed stand down and negotiate rather
to me to be a small price to pay than pour fire and rain on innocent
for Israel’s freedom. For purpose civilians?
of this discussion I’ll skip the obIt’s time Israeli and its future
vious issue of Israel also being again becomes a litmus test for
our lone ally in a hostile Arab en- anyone seeking elected office in
vironment where so much of the this country. We seem to be losing
world’s oil supply exists.
the war on time honored bedrock
Along the way American sup- American values as it is. We can’t
port for Israel was always consid- allow Israel to become another
ered a given and any criticism of victim of this new “woke” insanIsrael and our efforts on their be- ity.
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•

This may be a dumb ques- •
tion but since everyone from
Walmart to Trader Joe’s will
no longer require masks for
vaccinated customers, are we
supposed to show IDs at the
door like a college kid trying
to get into a bar? Naturally, Gov. Cuomo didn't sign
off on it until he completed
his "research" just to distract •
folks from the fact the New
York Attorney General’s investigation into his pinch and
tickle policy is kicking into
high gear.
We were sorry to learn that
the very personable and successful owner of Keegan Ales
in Kingston, Tommy Keegan,
died of a heart attack doing
what he loved - riding his off- •
road motorcycle with a friend.
The 50-year-old Keegan was
a vibrant and generous member of the community. I had
the good fortune to interview
him on the radio at 7:30 in the
morning a few years ago. His
infectious enthusiasm had me
knocking back a cold one on
the air. R.I.P.

Long-time Knicks announcer
Marv Albert will be hanging
up the microphone and his
hideous toupee at the end of
this NBA season. He was one
of the best for 58 years. Now
if we could just get Walt Frazier to retire some of those
ugly jackets.
Republican candidate for
County Comptroller, Ola
Nesheiwat, was at Fos- •
ter’s Coach House Tuesday
night for the “Good Egg”
award dinner honoring Dave
Hughes of Dave’s Tree Service for his many community contributions. Ola is like a
spring dandelion; popping up
all over the county.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis •
declared last week that “anyone who would harm a person, their property or police
officers needs to stay out of
Florida.” Violators will face
swift and severe consequences. I’m guessing the Antifa
and BLM thugs will ply their
trade elsewhere. DeSantis is
my leader in the clubhouse
for the 2024
Republican
nomination. He’s
Yale, Harvrd Law,
and a Navy
Seal!
•

Jay Barbree,
the
legendary NBC

•

reporter who covered 166
NASA missions, has died at
age 87 after a great career. It
was Walter Cronkite on CBS
and Jay Barbree on NBC
during the early days of space
exploration. He joined NBC
in 1958 and retired in 2017.

you. Since most schools have
been reduced to virtual teaching which eliminates costs
like transportation, school
lunches, team sports, field
trips, why are our school taxes going up again?
•

World class phony Ellen DeGeneres will be ending her
talk show which is bad news
for insomniacs. Naturally Ellen blames homophobia and
misogyny for her fall from
grace. No, Ellen, the ratings
tanked after your former staff •
and guests spoke the truth.
Red Hook Village Mayor
Ed Blundell resigned and is
heading to Boston to be closer to his children and grandchildren. Good for him but
odd timing. He asked fellow
board members if any of them
wanted to fill out his term and
they all declined. Instead,
failed two-time state senate
candidate Karen Smythe
has been appointed to
fill out Blundell’s term.
How desperate is she?
Word is she thinks having a title will puff up
her tattered resumé for
a run at Marc Molinaro
in 2022. Right, and I’ll
be in center field for the
Yankees this week.
Here’s a question for
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Our very own Hudson Valley News columnist Dana
Page and her fabulous band,
"The Tom Pretty's," will be
performing at Grand Cru in
Rhinebeck on Thursday, May
27 at 7 p.m.
Lastly, we’re sorry to report
that Big W’s Barbeque in
Wingdale has closed after 20
years partially due to the inability to attract staff. Owner
Warren Norstein said it best
however. “Restaurants go out
in many ways. But sometimes
you have a wonderful time
preparing good food for some
very good people for twenty
years.” Indeed they did and
they will be missed.

NOT REALLY COOKING

HOUSE
of the
WEEK

BY CAROLINE CAREY

Tiger House - 317 Allen Street, Hudson $1,950,000

Arguably the finest private residence in the city of Hudson, Tiger House is a rare and exquisite
example of the Dutch Jacobean
style. Situated among the more
than 750 historically important
buildings that make up the Hudson Historic District, the house
was originally built in 1906 as
a hunting lodge
for Mr. and Mrs.
Morgan Jones. Mr.
Jones was heir to a
soap fortune, and
Mrs. Jones, known
as the Belle of
Honolulu, a noted
suffragist.
Renowned architect
Marcus
Reynolds
designed and built the Tiger House.
Reynolds was best known for his
design of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad Company Building in downtown Albany. When
Reynolds completed the home in
1906, it was one of the largest and
most striking structures Hudson

had ever seen.
Tiger House has breathtaking
public spaces including a grand
skylighted double-height entry salon, and an ornately paneled and
carved formal dining room. The
original details are too numerous
to mention, but include Tiffany
stained glass windows and Mer-

cer tiles from the famed Bucks
County studio of Henry Chapman
Mercer. There are a total of seven
bedrooms, including five en suite,
in the 11,.577 square foot house.
The house has four wood burning
fireplaces and an expansive rear
garden.

Making crab cakes really isn’t cooking. It’s really just prepping and
heating, as the crab is already cooked. They are so simple to make and
so delicious. And they look so elegant.
You can make them in any size you want, from golf ball to hamburger sizes, and serve as appetizers or entrees. Serve them with cocktail or
tartar sauce and lemon wedges. One of my favorite steakhouses in New
York City, Del Frisco’s, serves them with lobster sauce. And although
crab is not inexpensive, you can easily make eight crab cakes from one
pound of crabmeat (one crab cake at Del Frisco’s is $23).
Let’s get prepping!

CRAB CAKES
Mix together the first seven
ingredients. Gently fold in crab
meat, being careful to not break up
the large pieces of crab. Shape into
6 - 8 crab cakes and refrigerate for
at least 30 minutes (helps them hold
their shape).
Melt butter and olive oil in a large
sauté pan over medium-high heat.
Saute crab cakes for 3 - 5 minutes and
then flip them and cook for another 4
minutes.

INGREDIENTS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1/2 cup bread crumbs or
panko
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1 egg, beaten
1 teaspoon Worcestershire
sauce
1/2 lemon, juiced
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon salt
1 pound crabmeat, picked
free of shells
1 tablespoon butter, for
frying
1 tablespoon olive oil, for
frying
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BY ALYSSA KOGON
When Amenia resident Patience Thomas felt a sharp pain
on her ankle she thought nothing
of it. She had stepped outside of
her Great Cape Baking Company Café to visit an outdoor cooler and believed she had stepped
into a prickly plant. About twenty
minutes later the scrappy restauranteur suddenly did not feel well.
Chalking it up to low blood sugar,
she ate some lunch. That seemed
to help a bit and she went home
to rest.
What Patience did not realize
was that she had been bitten by
a venomous copperhead snake,
one of only three types of poisonous asps that call New York State
their home. These species are the
timber rattlesnake, the massasauga (erroneously called "pygmy
rattler"), and the copperhead. All
three are uncommon. Although
not rare worldwide, venomous
snakebites do not occur commonly in New York State, with
a average of just seven bites per
year. Fortunately, most snakebites
reported are from non-venomous
snakes. Yet even non-venomous
bites have the potential to cause

GOLDEN LIVING
News for Seniors, Their
Families and Caregivers

BY TODD N. TANCREDI

CELEBRATION OF AGING
COMING TO OFA SUMMER
NEWSLETTER
More seniors than ever before
are reaching the milestone of 100
years of age. By the Office for
the Aging’s estimates, Dutchess
County is close to having 100 centenarian residents.
Less common, but no less
amazing, are the couples who

SNAKE IN THE GRASS
moderately severe outcomes.
After falling into a deep sleep
for many hours and feeling unwell, Patience was taken to the
hospital by her fiancé John Komsa. The unmistakable fang marks
from the snake made her condition clear. Patience was kept at
the hospital until she was stable
enough to return home but was
advised that the ill effects from
the bite could remain with her for
months to come.
While there is an anti-venom
drug treatment available for copperhead bites, it is rarely used and
is very expensive. There are instances of anti-venom shots costing hundreds of thousands of dollars per patient. In most instances,
victims are simply observed and
treated for any conditions that
may arise including swelling, intense pain, and other side effects.
Patience was very lucky because the snake had bitten into
the padded part of her sneaker and
much of the venom was released
into her shoe. Additionally, the
fangs did not go as deeply as they
could have into her skin. Ten days
after the bite, two small angry

welts were still painfully visible
on her ankle. Patience confided
that she is unusually tired and is
walking with a limp.
What can you do to protect
yourself from snakes? This year
there may be an increased risk due
to the return of the cicada population. Snakes eat everything from
small rodents and birds to amphibians and other wildlife. But
they particularly enjoy cicadas as
an easy to catch and tasty snack.
For starters, keep your lawn
cut. Snakes in general like tall,
wet grassy areas. Copperheads
also live in a range of habitats,
from terrestrial to semiaquatic,
including rocky, forested hillsides
and wetlands. They are known
to occupy abandoned and rotting
wood or sawdust piles, construction sites and sometimes suburban areas. It is not unusual to find
snakes hiding in crevices in stone
walls.
Spring is mating season for
copperheads and they are emerging from hibernation. Snakes in
general often go to places with
high rodent populations. If you
have a mouse issue, then you like-

ly have snakes nearby. If you have
a shed, there may be a snake nest
underneath it.
Once you detect snake activity
you should take immediate action.
Lay out traps and rodenticide bait
to address rats and/or mice to take
away the snake's food supply. Use
a snake repellent such as Snake
Out around your yard and perimeter to ward off copperhead snakes
and deter them from the area.
Keep bushes trimmed up from off
the ground. Do not keep wood
piles near your home or in your
garage.
While Patience will no doubt
make a complete recovery from
her brush with a snake attack,
more people in the United States
will be bitten by a copperhead
than any other venomous snake.
You may recognize a copperhead
by its distinct markings. Just look
for the hourglass or Hershey-kissshaped darker markings on a light
brown or gray body. If you see
one, simply move away from it
as quickly as possible. Do not try
to kill it as it is illegal to capture,
release, move, or kill any native
snakes in New York State.

reach 70 or more years of marriage.
For many years, we’ve honored the people in these two rare
categories with a “Celebration
of Aging” luncheon – but since
the COVID-19 pandemic, large
in-person gatherings of that type
aren’t possible. We adapted the
celebration to this necessity last
year by moving the honors to the
pages of our quarterly “Spotlight
on Seniors” newsletter, and that’s
how we’re honoring these extraordinary seniors once again in 2021.
There’s still time to honor that
special centenarian or 70+ year

married couple in the summer
2021 Spotlight, if they’re interested in being recognized. Just send
their name, age (if a centenarian), years married (if a couple),
Dutchess County home town,
and photograph (if available) to
bjones@dutchessny.gov, or call
845-486-2544 if you have follow-up questions. Submissions
for Celebration of Aging honors
can be accepted through Thursday, May 27th.
If someone will turn 100 or
reach 70 years of marriage later
this year, they can be honored in
the Spotlight.

FAREWELL, FLORENCE
Over the years the “Celebration of Aging” has honored
Dutchess County couples married for as long as 80 years (and
counting!), and three centenarians
who passed the 110-year mark
that made them super-centenarians. One such extraordinary individual was longtime Amenia and
Millerton resident Florence Carroll, who passed away in April,
less than two months shy of her
114th birthday. Last year, Florence became the oldest person
ever born in Dutchess County. A

{8} May19-25, 2021 • editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com • THE HUDSON VALLEY NEWS - AMENIA & WASSAIC

Continued on page 11 >>

from 4 to 6 p.m. at the parish hall
at 229 South Amenia Road in
Wassaic. The menu will include
charcoal-roasted beef, mixed
around town
green salad, rolls, baked potatoes,
gravy, green beans and homemade
desserts. The cost is $15. ReservaBY HEIDI JOHNSON
tions are a must. Please call 845Thank you all for indulging my 789-1206 or 845-877-3939.
Mother’s Day gift to myself which
was to take the weekend off from
Scrabble Tournament
writing. I had a relaxing Sunday
at BangallWorks
and a nice dinner with my famiFirst, a little history on the inly. Just a few quick news items ventor of Scrabble and his ties to
before we get to upcoming events. our area. Alfred Mosher Butts
Have you noticed the great new was born in Poughkeepsie in 1899
mural in town, painted on the side and lived in the town of Stanford
of the Coyote Flaco restaurant (see from 1953 to 1989. Although
page 20)? The artist is unknown, Butts actually invented the game
but the mural really brightens up while living in Jackson Heights,
the building and is a treat to see NY we claim him as a native son
when driving past. Coyote Flaco due to his many years of living
is featuring live music again, so here in Stanfordville. There is a
that is great to hear. Check them long history of the Moshers and
out sometime for dinner – their the Buttses in Stanford. The curfood is amazing and the whole rent Mosher family goes back at
place has a great vibe. It is located least five generations, and the
at 6063 Route 82 in Stanfordville. Butts family goes back eight.
And lastly, we welcome Peyo’s
The Town of Stanford has
Café, and owners Lucy and Luis, proclaimed Saturday, June 12 as
to our Stanford business land- Alfred Mosher Butts day, and on
scape. The reviews have been ex- that day there will be a day-long
cellent, and I am looking forward Scrabble tournament at the Banto trying out this new local restau- gallWorks space in Bangall. The
rant. They are open for breakfast event will run from 11 a.m. to 5
and lunch, with an assortment of p.m. and the space is limited. Sign
omelettes, sandwiches, burgers up by May 21. Entry forms are
and sides. Check them out on available by emailing info@banFacebook for the full menu. It is gallworks.com or call 917-929located at 5929 Route 82 in Stan- 9221. Rain date Sunday, June 13.
fordville. Taco Tuesdays start
next week!
Stanford Library Upcoming/
Ongoing Events
Roast Beef Dinner South
No One Walks Alone – This
Amenia Presbyterian Church virtual program is presented by
A former fellow parishioner the public libraries of Dutchess
at South Amenia Presbyterian County. A free open discussion
Church, Bob Meade, reached out about depression, mental illness,
to me this week to share news of suicide, and how to talk about it.
their upcoming Roast Beef Dinner Thursday, May 27 at 7 p.m. Preevent. South Amenia has always sented by Donna Thomas and Dr.
had great suppers, so I predict that Jaime Arnoff of James’s Warriors
this one will also be excellent.
Suicide Prevention. Visit stanThe dinner will be this com- fordlibrary.org for the registration
ing Saturday, May 22 for take-out link.
only. Dinners will be available

America’s First Ladies: the
Best, the Worst, and the Strangely Forgotten – Tuesday, June 1
at 6 p.m. via Zoom. The role of
First Lady comes with no job
description, no pay, and no written requirements. Yet America’s
presidential spouses have wielded
great influence and have always
been subject to intense public
scrutiny. Presented by historian Leslie Goddard, Ph.D. Email
stanfordlibrary@optonline.net to
register.
Memorial Day Parades
I do not have the information
on the Stanford Memorial Day
events but will have them for you
next week The Pine Plains Parade
will be held on Monday, May
31. It will begin at the fire house
at 10:30 a.m. and march to the
Town Clock where the American
Legion/VFW will conduct a brief
service. From there, the parade
will make its way to Evergreen
Cemetery where fallen servicemen/women will be saluted. The
parade will then conclude at the
American Legion Hall with final
services. All local organizations
are invited to participate in the
parade so please spread the word.
Email the American Legion in
Pine Plains for more information
at pplegion426@gmail.com.

ers Route 82 Home & Hardware,
Stanford Library, Bank of Millbrook.
Pine Plains - Pine Plains Library, Pine Plains Pharmacy,
Roosters Route 82 Pine Plains,
Bank of Millbrook.
CENTER for Performing
Arts upcoming events
This coming Friday, May 21
– in conjunction with the American Red Cross’s 140th anniversary, the CENTER will host a Red
Cross blood drive. Please consider donating. Appointments are
available at redcrossblood.org/
give.html/donation-time. Put in
zip code 12572 to search for the
event.
Coming up in June, two shows
will be presented in repertory,
Shakespeare’s “As You Like It,”
and the tragi-comedy “The Language Archive.” The series runs
from June 3 through 20 weekends
on the outdoor stage. Here are a
few FAQs about the outdoor productions:
Tickets are available at centerforperformingarts.org. Seating is
general admission and lawn seating is on a first come basis. The
lawn has been treated for ticks and
other pests.
Bring lawn chairs or blankets
(I recommend chairs – sitting for
two hours on a blanket can be
quite uncomfortable). Bring your
own food and drink. No umbrellas or canopies. Bathrooms are
available inside the theater building.
In the event of rain, your ticket
may be used for another performance. No other re-ticketing will
be possible due to crowd size restrictions.
No pets are allowed except service animals. Smoking is allowed
in designated areas only.

9/11 Memorial
Volunteers Needed
The Stanford Fire Company is
looking for volunteers from the
Towns of Stanford or Pine Plains
to participate in the reading of
the names at the 20th anniversary
9/11 tribute event at the Stanford
Town Hall. If you would like to
assist in reading the almost 3,000
names, please fill out an application available on the Stanford Fire
Company Facebook page, or pick
up a paper application at one of
the businesses below:
Heidi Johnson can be reached
Stanford - Big Rock Farms, at 845-392-4348 or heidij08751@
McCarthy’s Pharmacy, Roost- gmail.com.
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BY ALYSSA KOGON
From the moment you enter
the North Elm Home showroom
located in Millerton, you know
you have found a sanctuary.
Friendly, non-commissioned sales
staff gently urge you to enjoy the
12,000 square foot showroom
space by yourself.
Nobody
follows you around or intrudes on
your visit. Instead, you are free to
wander from one well-appointed
room setting to the next, oohing
and ahhing over the wonderful
offerings.
If you think you need to drive
to Poughkeepsie to buy furniture
from an annoying big box retailer,
you are in for a real treat. Unlike
those name brand stores, each
carefully curated piece here is
made from real wood. No pressed
board can be found in North Elm.
The drawers open and shut with no
wobble. Each piece has heft and
balance. There is delight drawn
from the beauty of the woods and
finishes. And yes, you may pay a
bit more but these selections but
you can pass them down to your
children instead of them ending

NORTH ELM DAZZLES
up in an overcrowded landfill.
Co-owners John Scutieri and
Cindy Dunleavy are not new to
the home furnishings scene. The
best friends have nearly thirty
years experience in their niche.
However, at North Elm they have
taken their knowledge and skills
to new heights by adding unique,
one of a kind finds from all over
the world with hand crafted
collections from local artisans.
After over five years in business
together, the pair has refined their
vision into not only a beautiful
place to shop but also one with
community involvement.
Every eight weeks North
Elm features a new local artist
on their Art Wall. An opening
reception greets each new artist.
Then the work is displayed for
not only enjoyment but also for
sale. During the pandemic, this
program was put on hold but it
is soon to be reinstated. This
works well for both the artist-inresidence as well as the consumer
who may be looking for just the
right piece for their living room

Inside North Elm in Millerton. Photos by Alyssa Kogon

wall.
For those
of you who
have yet to
visit the space,
the cavernous
gallery
was
once a large
antiques
center. When
the
owners
spotted
it
as
being
available they
jumped at the
chance. The
square footage
Beautiful interior selections at North End.
even allows
them to house a full scale at 518-789-3848 or go to www.
bedding studio. North Elm northelmhome.com.
Home offers the complete line
of Shifman mattresses along
with the Simmons BeautyRest
Collection and Serta icomfort
mattresses.
While nothing may be free
anymore, North Elm does offer
complimentary in home design
consultation. Yes, a designer
really will visit your house and
discuss ideas and concepts with
you at no charge. Everything
from fabric and color choices
to actual room planning is
included.
If you are looking for a blend
of the crisp, new styles of today
Pillows on display at North End.
with the warmth
and distinction
of the past, then
North Elm Home
is
definitely
worth a visit.
They are located
at 5938 North
Elm Avenue in
Millerton
and
are open every
day
except
Monday.
You
may reach them
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MAY IS HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH

BY CAROLINE CAREY
As a way to raise awareness of
the treasures of Dutchess County,
Dutchess County Historical
society Trustee Toni Mauro is
curating an online exhibition of
submissions of favorite historic
sites and items in Dutchess County
with a daily post on Facebook.
The items are posted on their
Facebook page each day at noon

during May. You can participate at
Facebook.com/DCHSNY.
DCHS Trustee Andy Villani
told us that this programming
is a natural migration to virtual
programming given the current
pandemic situation. Villani said
that over 25 people are involved
in these postings. They are all
volunteers and include DCHS

trustees and town historians from
throughout the county. They
are featuring hidden jems and
underfeatured items.
Villani said Mauro came up
with this programming idea and
is responsible for organizing and
editing all the posts. This is a pilot

project for DCHS and Villani said
they hope to do it again next year.
There are many sites and
treasures posted that most of us
have never heard of, so jump on
Facebook tomorrow at noon and
learn something cool about our
county’s history.

WASSAIC CHARCOAL KILNS
BY BETSY STRAUSS, Trustee DCHS
The Gridley Iron
Works of Wassaic
was established in
1825. At that time,
a blast furnace was
constructed on the
bank of the creek and
three unique charcoal
kilns were built nearby.
Each kiln was 30 feet
in diameter, 18 feet
high and could hold
45 cords of wood, split
and cut into four foot

lengths.
Skilled colliers from Europe
supervised the state-of-the-art
operation, which took about 29
days. The charcoal was used to
heat the Gridley blast furnace,
where iron ore, limestone and
other ingredients were combined
to produce malleable iron for the
iron industry. Two of the kilns
remain today on Deep Hollow
Road just off Route 22 in the Town
of Amenia.

Historic charcoal kilns in Wassaic. Photo submitted.

<< Continued from page 8
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1925 graduate of Millerton High
School, Florence had become the
third-oldest person in the United
States. She is survived by three
children, eleven grandchildren,
thirteen great-grandchildren, and
three great-great-grandchildren.
OFA SUMMER
VOLUNTEERING
OPPORTUNITIES
The Office for the Aging has
plenty of opportunities this summer
for students seeking to fulfill
their schools’ community service
requirements. Helping at the
OFA Summer Drive-Thru Picnic
serving your community is a great
way to meet those requirements
while gaining valuable experience

in intergenerational service. For
seniors seeking to stay physically
and socially active, there are plenty
of volunteering opportunities
with OFA, including at picnics,
exercise classes and more.
Email
bjones@dutchessny.
gov for additional details. A printable volunteering brochure and
application is available at www.
dutchessny.gov/aging. Not online? Call 845-486-2544 and we’ll
mail you the volunteering brochure and application.
WANT TO BE A SENIOR PICNIC GUEST?
OFA Drive-thru Senior Picnics reach capacity quickly, so if
you’d like to reserve a spot at the
picnic serving your community,
call OFA at 845-486-2555 to save
yourself a pick-up time. You can

see the schedule at
www.dutchessny.
gov/OFApicnics and if you’re not
online, just call us
and we’ll let you
know your picnic’s date.
Golden
Living is prepared
by the Dutchess
County Office for
the Aging, 114
Delafield Street,
Poughkeepsie,
New York 12601,
telephone (845)
486-2555, email:
ofa@dutchessny.
gov www.dutchessny.gov/aging.
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6411 Montgomery Street,
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-876-8052

FULL SERVICE
OUTDOOR DINING
COME JOIN THE FESTIVITIES!
www.fosterscoachhousetavern.com

Mural painted on the side of Coyote
Flaco restaurant in Stanfordville.

{12} May 19-25, 2021 • editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com • THE HUDSON VALLEY NEWS - AMENIA & WASSAIC

