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BY CAROLINE CAREY
Vaccinated people across New York were able to
throw out their COVID masks last Wednesday as the
state relaxed its face-covering mandate to align with
CDC guidance. Toddlers weren’t so lucky.
On the very same day, the state Department of
Health issued a new set of state rules for child care

Celebrate Memorial Day this year!
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FIle photo.

and summer camps that took many parents and day
care operators by surprise. The new rules required
young children over the age of two to wear masks
while at child care, reversing the state’s previous rule
that allowed those younger than kindergarten age to
go maskless while at day care centers.
Continued on page 3 >>

JAMIE VITIELLO, A MAN WITH A PLAN
BY JIM LANGAN
Jamie Vitiello is a man of
many accomplishments including
co-founding a successful technology company with his brother
in a two bedroom apartment that
turned into a company that currently employs 2,000. Vitiello
has stepped back from day to day
management of the company but
continues to sit on their board of
directors. He and his family have
lived in Dutchess County for over
twenty years, having lived in Clinton before moving to Amenia. He
is married and the proud father of
a 12-year-old son and 15-year-old
daughter.
But Vitiello tells Hudson Valley News his true passion is and
has been public service. He is
currently the deputy civil defense
coordinator with the Department
of Emergency Response. He was
also Dutchess County’s Metropolitan Transportation (MTA)
Commissioner and served as audit chair for the entire MTA. He
has served in various capacities in
the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office and has served on numerous
boards including the Mid-Hudson
Civic Center and Astor Family
Services.
So it comes as no surprise to
those that know him he has decided to devote his energy and

time to serving
the community
of Amenia by
seeking a seat
on the town
board. Vitiello said, “This
town is falling short on its
basic purpose
despite having
adequate funding to do so.
Unfortunately
it’s hard to tell
what’s going on
with the budget because it
isn’t presented
in enough detail to analyze
and because expenses appear to be shifted around
throughout the year. But it is pretty obvious the budget is a mess
and some leaders are in over their
heads. This town should be able
to build the new highway garage
it badly needs without cutting the
recreation budget and should be
doing more for seniors. And there
is definitely no need to raise taxes.
There's no reason my son can't
play little league because the town
didn’t fund it. That’s ridiculous.”
Asked what he would do to re-
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solve some of these issues Vitiello
responded, “I will shine a light on
our current expenditures and work
to control costs while increasing
services and holding the line on
taxes, which is exactly what the
county has been doing for the
past 12 years. I will also
end the use of so-called
‘emergency no bid contracts’ that the town currently doles out. I am also
already in discussion with
other towns and villages about shared services
agreements that will save
taxpayers money. I will
also seek to make sure
the zoning and permitting
is applied consistently so
we can attract responsible development for our
downtown and hopefully
high quality affordable
housing.”
Vitiello hopes to implement his ambitious
agenda with the help of
his Amenia Strong team
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Jamie Vitiello and his family . Photo submitted.

consisting of supervisor candidate Julie Doran and town council candidate Brad Rebillard. The
Republican primary election will
take place on June 22nd.

<< Continued from page 1
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The new rules, which came
after the CDC updated its child
care guidance earlier this month,
angered some parents and policymakers who say keeping a mask
on a preschooler’s face is unfeasible.
The CDC’s child care guidance
says anyone age two years and
up should “wear a mask covering
their mouth and nose when around
people who do not live in their
household, except when eating
or sleeping.” Governor Cuomo
acknowledged the new rule may
be difficult for parents and child
care providers to enforce. “Can
you imagine a child care provider
trying to put masks on three- and
four-year-olds and have them keep
them on all day long? So I get it,”
Cuomo said. “We’re working with
the child care providers to see if
there’s any way we can help.”
The state’s previous child care
rules, issued last June, included
a caveat for young children that
they did not need to wear face
coverings when they are in child
care or day camp program facility
or area.
On Friday, May 2, Dutchess
County Executive Marc Molinaro,
along with the county executives
of Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan
and Orange, sent a letter Cuomo

condemning this new child mask
mandate. The letter read, “The
newly announced guidance for
childcare, day camp and overnight camp programs creates new
restrictions, including mask-wearing in a childcare settings for children over the age of two. This
change contradicts previous guidance that has been in place since
the very early days of the pandemic and fails to consider science and
common sense.”
A growing body of research
and expert analysis has concluded
that children are not only less susceptible to infection, less likely to
experience severe symptoms, and
far less likely to experience negative outcomes such as hospitalizations, but also that settings where
young children interact, such as
childcare and camps, are not major sites of transmission. The letter concluded, “We strongly urge
New York State to reconsider the
masking requirements included in
the childcare, day camp and overnight camp program guidance.”
Local parents opposed to the
new requirements quickly banded
together and started “Unmask Our
Kids,” an online petition (#Letkidsbekids). The petition ended
with, “This is NOT ok, It should
be a CHOICE and not forced! We
need to stand together to fight for
our Children! The time is NOW!”

County of Dutchess
Marcus J. Molinaro
County Executive

May 21, 2021
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 1224
Dear Governor Cuomo:
The newly announced guidance for childcare, day camp and overnight camp programs creates new restrictions, including
mask-wearing in childcare settings for children over the age of two. This change contradicts previous guidance that has
been in place since the very early days of the pandemic and fails to consider science and common sense.
A growing body of research and expert analysis has concluded that children are not only less susceptible to infection, less
likely to experience severe symptoms, and far less likely to experience negative outcomes such as hospitalizations, but
also that settings where young children interact, such as childcare and camps, are not major sites of transmission. Area
pediatricians agree: transmission among young children is not a major cause of new cases, and as parents, staff and other
adults in our community are vaccinated, children are at less risk now than they have been throughout this pandemic.
Childcare facilities throughout our community have worked diligently to employ common-sense practices to safeguard
the children within their care, including health screenings, proper hygiene and cleaning, and cohorting. These measures
have proven extremely effective in limiting transmission of disease in these settings. Local health departments remain
committed to supporting the efforts of childcare programs in maintaining the health and wellbeing of children and staff
and working closely with these entities.
Young children may spend upwards of 8-10 hours per day in childcare or camp settings and cannot be reasonably expected
to remain masked for the duration, despite the noted exceptions. We strongly urge New York State to reconsider the
masking requirements included in the childcare, day camp and overnight camp program guidance.
Sincerely,

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive

MaryEllen Odell
Putnam County Executive

Joshua Potosek
Sullivan County Manager

Steven M. Neuhaus
Orange County Executive

Ed Day
Rockland County Executive

22 Market Street, Poughkeepsie, New York, 12601 • (845) 486-2000 • Fax (845) 486-2021
www.dutchessny.gov

Over 44,600 had signed the petition as of Monday.
Late on Monday, May 24,
Cuomo capitulated to local parents, politicians and good sense.
Kids in day care will not have

to wear masks to protect against
COVID-19, state agencies said
late Monday, reversing a widely
derided policy put in place last
week. Score one for common
sense.

ONLY 10 HOSPITALIZED FOR COVID

OVER HALF OF DUTCHESS RESIDENTS VACCINATED

BY HV NEWS STAFF
For the first time since the beginning of November, there were
fewer than 10 Dutchess County residents hospitalized with
COVID-19 on Wednesday, May
19.
It’s the latest milestone as the
county and the country continues
to see progress in its fight against
the potentially deadly virus. Coincidentally, the number was re-

corded on the same day that New
York gave most businesses and
operations the freedom to decide
if vaccinated customers and employees would be required to continue wearing masks.
The updated state guidelines
came in the wake of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention updating its safety guidance,
and as COVID-19 cases and in-

fection rates plummet across New
York and vaccination rates slowly
increase.
In Dutchess on Wednesday,
the most recent day for which the
county shared data on its online
dashboard, seven residents were
hospitalized with the virus. There
were 284 confirmed cases among
residents, a number that is roughly half what it was at the start of

May. The county has seen just 531
new cases through the first 19
days of the month, and two residents have died in that time or
reasons relating to the virus. The
seven-day average positivity rate
in Dutchess was 1.32%.
More than half of Dutchess
residents — 51.74% — have reContinued on page 3 >>
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M&T CLOSING AMENIA LOCATION

BY ALYSSA KOGON
After 27 years of continual service, the M and T Bank branch in
Amenia is closing their doors on
June 10th. Located in an historic
edifice at 4958 Route 22, the Buffalo-based enterprise houses the
only bank run ATM in the area.
While customers were apprised
of the closing of the office, many
were left feeling underserved after years of being good customers. While M and T has issued no
statement on the closing, sources
say the valuation of the deposits at
the bank led to its termination.
At a community gathering recently, several residents commented on the loss of the bank. “I’m
sorry for the employees that work
there. My concern is for those
people,” stated David Garvin.
Leo Blackman, a retired historical
architect, wondered what would
happen to the building, including
the large parking area behind the
building. He suggested that land
could possibly be used to build
affordable housing for the community. Former Town Supervi-

sor Wayne Euvard remembers
having an account at a different
bank located in the same spot in
the 1960s. “My passbook savings
account was only four numbers
long; 5339. I am very sad to see
the building up for sale. It is not a
practical space and I unfortunately
see it sitting empty.”
While the bank may be leaving the community, the beautiful
structure it occupied will hopefully remain in place. Containing
three vaults, one on each floor as
well as a vault in the basement,
it has served as a bank location
for over 150 years. Stories of a
haunted second floor abound, but
nobody seemed to be able to name
the spook.
The history of the soon-to-be
former M and T Bank building is
as unusual as its appearance. Built
by Thomas Lake Harris (May 15,
1823 – March 23, 1906), a British
preacher, spiritualistic prophet,
poet and vintner, it was originally
built as a bank by Harris in 1865.
This date is highlighted on a frieze

on the
exterior of the
edifice.
Harris
spent
five or
six years
in Amenia and
established
not only
the bank
but additionally Historic building where the M&T bank is currently located. Photo by Alyssa Kogon.
a flour
New York on the shores of Lake
mill and vineyard in the town. Erie. At one point, Harris had apHe gathered with him a small proximately 2,000 followers in
group of devoted religious disci- both the United States and Great
ples while headquartered in the Britain.
Harlem Valley. Included among
Town resident Julie Doran
the approximately sixty converts wished what most of Amenia was
were five orthodox clergymen and feeling over the loss. “I would
about 20 Japanese people from the love for M and T to turn the AmeSatsuma Province. The communi- nia branch into a flagship location.
ty was known as The Brotherhood The historical and beautiful buildof New Life and eventually left ing is a showplace. We will all
Dutchess County for Brocton, miss the employees and the ATM

CANDIDATES MEET AND GREET AT FOUR BROTHERS

BY HV NEWS STAFF
With the June 22nd Republican primary fast approaching, a
number of Republican candidates
for Amenia town board hosted an

Democrat Town Board candidate Leo Blackman.

event at Amenia’s Four Brothers
to meet prospective voters and
discuss whatever issues were on
their minds. In attendance were
supervisor candidate Julie Doran

along with town council candidates Jamie
Vitiello and Brad Rebillard.
Among those attending
the
event
were
Dutchess
County Sheriff
Butch Anderson who was Brad Rebillard, Julie Doran and Pawling Town Supervisor James
spotted deep Schmitt. Photos by Alyssa Kogon
in conversaserved Democrat candidate for
tion with former Amenia town council Leo Blackman
Supervisor Wayne Euvard playing nice with his Republican
and current Pawling Su- adversaries. Between the weathpervisor James Schmitt. er, the setting, and the political
And, in the spirit of good civility, it was a nice day to be in
Former Town of Amenia Supervisor Wayne Euvard.
fellowship, we also ob- Amenia.

{4} May 26 - June 1, 2021 • editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com • THE HUDSON VALLEY NEWS - AMENIA & WASSAIC

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor:
Face masks are damaging our
school children. Experts have
indicated that there has been an
alarming increase in emotional,
psychological, and social problems among school children - including self-harm and suicide.
The rise of these problems coincides directly with the imposition
of mask wearing. Children are
being forced to wear cloth face
masks which, according to OSHA
(Occupational,Safety,Health,Administration) do not even meet the
minimum requirements for PPE
(PersonalProtectiveEquipment).
The definitive mask study was
done by Copenhagen University
Hospital with over 6,000 subjects
and the results indicated there is
no significant benefit from mask
wearing!
School children have little,
if any, risk of catching or transmitting Covid, and those rare stu-

dents who do get sick have mild
symptoms (and should stay home
anyway). The recovery rate from
Covid for children is virtually
100%. Why then are we forcing
them to wear masks which are
clearly exacerbating all of their
problems and contributing to their
isolation, confusion, fear, and
anxiety?
Forcing children to wear masks
is unnecessary, unconscionable,
and abusive. Haven’t we inflicted enough damage on our children already? These draconian
measures must stop. The children
have no voice and no choice. But
you and I do! The health and
safety of our children is at stake.
Please speak out to your local
school boards and demand an end
to this perverse and useless form
of child abuse.
Eli Kassirer
New Paltz

<< Continued from page 1
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-ceived at least one vaccine dose,
and 43.79% have completed their
vaccine series. Both numbers are
slightly ahead of the statewide
pace.
“Everything has trended in the
right direction,” Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro said

during a livestreamed town hall
Thursday. “It’s a result of vaccinations and good weather. I mean,
the truth of the matter is, people
being outside more has slowed
the transmission and the rate of
vaccinations has slowed the transmission of virus significantly.”

OPINION

USUALLY RIGHT
BY JIM LANGAN

THEY INDEED WILL NEVER
PASS THIS WAY AGAIN
I think everyone would agree
that Memorial Day is about as special as it gets. It is observed on the
last Monday in May, honoring the
men and women who died while
serving in the U.S. military. Originally known as Decoration Day,
it originated in the years following
the Civil War. By the late 1860s
Americans in various cities and
towns had begun holding springtime tributes to the countless soldiers from both sides that had fallen during the bloodiest conflict in
U.S. history.
People decorated the graves
of the fallen with
flowers and recited
prayers. On May 5,
1868, Gen. John A.
Logan called for a
nationwide day of remembrance
choosing the 30th of May because
it wasn’t the anniversary of any
particular battle. On the first Decoration Day, President James Garfield made a speech at Arlington
National Cemetery as 5,000 participants decorated the graves of
20,000 Civil War soldiers buried
there.
As America eventually found
itself embroiled in other major
conflicts and wars over the years,
the holiday evolved into a national commemoration for those who
died in other wars as well. It became an official federal holiday in
1971 the bookend of a three-day
weekend and the unofficial beginning of summer.
Some people think Memorial
Day has lost some of its solemnity and significance as commerce
increasingly encroaches on the

sacred turf of heroism. Well, I’m
here to tell you no one is raining
on my Memorial Day parade or
anyone else’s. We get it. We know
who paid the ultimate price and
why. You can go into too many
homes in this glorious country and
see fading photographs or paintings of young men and women in
uniform prominently displayed.
They are of course images of fathers, sons and daughters long
gone in defense of our freedom.
I recall having dinner years ago
with my prospective father-in-law,
himself a WWII submarine officer
in the Pacific. As I nervously sat
at the dinner table I kept looking
up at a handsome young man in
uniform staring down at me from
a painting. At some point I asked
who he was. “He was my pilot
brother, Bradley, who died in the
war over Germany.” What could I
say then and what can I say now.
They are the people we honor this
weekend and to
whom we owe our
good fortune and
way of life. God
bless every one of
them and the families they left behind.
I’m well aware Memorial Day
is for those who gave all but it’s
difficult not to mention all those
who were willing to make the ultimate sacrifice. Many are gone
now but some are still visible
around the county riding in those
old Jeeps and floats in the parades.
Hold your children and grandchildren high as they pass by. They
indeed will never pass this way
again. And don’t confine your
appreciation to Memorial Day or
Veterans Day. If you see an older
gentleman or lady wearing a military-specific hat or shirt, say hello
to them and thank them for their
service. I do. To paraphrase the
final scene from “The Gladiator,”
“Honor them, for they were soldiers of America.”

“ GOD BLESS
EVERY ONE OF
THEM.”
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when Epstein allegedly
hung himself. But we’re
supposed to believe everything else though?
•

•

•

•

•

No, that wasn’t Leonardo DiCaprio teeing it up at McCann
Golf Course in Poughkeepsie
the other day. It was the actual “Wolf of Wall Street,”
Jordan Belfort, played by DiCaprio in the film. You’ll recall Jordan was convicted of
stock fraud and manipulation
and was given a 22-month
time out by a federal jury. It
was a great movie though.
Nice to hear former FBI
Director Louis Freeh gave
$100,000 to a trust fund for
Joe Biden’s grandchildren,
telling Hunter Biden he’d like
to “work with you and your
Dad.” Joe Biden was still VP
at the time. Generous Louis was a Clinton appointee.
Anyone else want a shower?

with owner Elijah Bender who just wrapped up law
school, comptroller candidate
Ola Nesheiwat and Sharon
Dixon Coughlan.

Dr. Jill Biden may be
winning me over. A
new book says she told
friends that then candidate Kamala Harris
could “go f__k herself”
after she accused Joe
Biden of being a racist
during one of the debates. Biden is a lot of
things but not
a racist. Would
have loved to
have been in
the room when
Joe told the
Missus he was picking Kamala as his
VP.
•
We also noted a
report that Kamala and her staff are
keeping a list of reporters who “don’t
fully
understand
her.” Back in the
Nixon era we called
that his “enemies list.” Some •
things never change.
•

•

Is it me or do the current efforts to ban menthol cigarettes
strike you as patronizing. It’s
mostly a Democrat thing. But
since 80% of menthols are
smoked by minorities, it feels
like pandering and implying
minorities are too stupid to
make good choices. I smoked •
Newports years ago because
they were less harsh than regular cigarettes. I’d probably
be accused of cultural appropriation today.
•
The lovely Caroline and I •
went to a Rhinebeck Chamber of Commerce event at
Foster’s last week honoring Dave Hughes of Dave’s
Tree Service for all his good
works. We spent some time

Looks like I may have hoisted the 2021 American League
East pennant a little soon. The
Red Sox are still in first place
but the rest of the American •
League East, including the
Yankees, have all caught fire
and are closing fast.
Speaking of my beloved Red
Sox, did you know the team
was sold for $15 million in
1978? As of 2021 the franchise is valued at $3.65 billion.
Here’s a shocker. The two
prison guards assigned to
monitor Jeffrey Epstein have
finally admitted to falsifying
records and lying to authorities. They now say they were
asleep or shopping online

•

We took a trip over to Four
Brothers in Amenia Saturday
for a political meet and greet
and what a treat. They have
it all from a drive-in movie
area, miniature golf, hamburger shake shack, indoor/
outdoor seating and a great
playground for the kids.
Check it out.
Nice to see Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot has announced she will now only
speak to reporters of color
and blasted Chicago media
institutions for their “overwhelming whiteness and
maleness.” Can you imagine
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if Mayor Richard Daley had
done that in Chicago or Rudy
Giuliani in New York?
For those of you with sturgeon envy from that photo
of the 6’10” monster caught
in the Detroit River, here’s
a seven footer caught in the
Hudson near Hyde Park in
the 1950s. Thanks to Barb
Hogan for sending it to us.
Finally, is there any chance
we can get Chrissy Teigen
and Meghan Markle to do a
remake of the old Hope and
Crosby road movies? Let’s
go with “Road to Oblivion”
as the working title.

MEMORIAL DAY WITH A BANG

HOUSE
of the
WEEK

BY CAROLINE CAREY

3231 Sharon Turnpike, Millbrook		

Blythewood is situated on the edge of
the village of Millbrook with land in
both the village and
Washington. It’s within walking distance
to restaurants, cafes,
shops, post office,
grocery store and other amenities.
It's a classic historic home
exquisitely restored and renovated. This 1820 light-filled center hall colonial with 10 acres is
the most impressive example of timeless
history. It has
three working
fireplaces, fivezone heat, nine
foot
ceilings,
original plaster
crown moldings,
and hardwood floors throughout (some of the original wideboards).
The 5,350 square foot house
has six bedrooms and 4.5 bath-

$1,325,000

rooms. There is plenty of room for
everyone to establish their own
space- the layout works well for
a large/extended family, entertaining friends, hosting large gather-

I am a bit of a traditionalist and believe that holidays call for specific dishes. Certainly ones I grew up with and also some based on the
colors associated with the holiday. So Memorial Day and the Fourth
of July always call for red, white and blue desserts.
While I am usually a proponent of home baking, some things really
aren’t worth the work. I feel angel food cake is one of these. A store
bought cake or one made from a box come pretty close to anything
you can create from scratch. And I always feel bad after making one
from scratch and being left with a dozen egg yolks. Even I can’t make
enough hollandaise or béarnaise to use 12 egg yolks!
Happy Memorial Day!

GRILLED ANGEL FOOD CAKE TRIFLE WITH
PIMM'S MACERATED BERRIES
ings and overnight guests. There
are stone walls, patios, historic
coach barn, and a heated second
barn formerly used as a recording
studio.

INGREDIENTS

Hull the strawberries and cut in
half if large. Place the strawberries,
blueberries, raspberries, sugar, and • 1 angel food cake
• 2 cups strawberries
water (or Pimm's, if using) in a large
• 2 cups blueberries
bowl and toss to coat. Cover and let sit • 2 cups raspberries
for 1 hour, stirring occasionally.
• 1/3 cup sugar
Heat a cast iron griddle or BBQ • ¼ cup water or Pimm's
grill to medium-high heat. Add slices
Cup
of the angel food cake and toast until • 2 cups whipped cream
golden grill marks appear. This should
take about 2-3 minutes per side.
After grilling the angel food cake, allow to cool. Cut into cubes.
In a trifle bowl, layer 1/3 of the angel food cake, spread 1/3 of the
whipped cream and top that layer with 1/3 of the fresh berries. Repeat
until trifle bowl is full.
Store trifle covered in refrigerator until ready to serve.
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GOLDEN LIVING
News for Seniors, Their
Families and Caregivers

BY TODD N. TANCREDI

OFA REMOTE AND LIVE
PRESENTATIONS
A growing number of groups
of Dutchess County seniors and
caregivers, whose members
are fully COVID-vaccinated,
have begun holding sociallydistanced in-person meetings
this spring. That’s encouraging
to see, and the Office for the
Aging is available countywide to
deliver presentations on subjects
of compelling interest to seniors:
successful aging, scam prevention,
OFA
services,
Medicare/
Medicaid, NY Connects, and
much more. For more information,
email bjones@dutchessny.gov or
call 845-486-2555.
We’re continuing remote
presentations as well. “Medicare
101 on Zoom” takes place on the
fourth Monday of every month at
4:00 p.m. Space is limited to 20

participants per session, so reserve sooner rather than later if you areas in May and June, and their
your spot by calling the Office for can anticipate certain legal needs. trips take them across Dutchess
the Aging at 845-486-2555.
Please contact OFA to learn more. County’s roads and highways –
even the Taconic Parkway.
OFA LEGAL ASSISTANCE
SENIOR TAI CHI CLASS
If you see a turtle on the road,
Being able to advocate for
STARTING IN DUTCHESS
the DEC recommends slowing
yourself is a key part of successful
IN JUNE
down to avoid hitting the turtle.
aging, but sometimes that
Looking for a safe and socially- If it’s safe for you to pull over
advocacy requires professional distanced senior exercise class? and stop, think about moving the
legal assistance. For seniors 60 There’s a senior tai chi class turtle to the shoulder it’s heading
and older who would otherwise be starting in the Poughkeepsie area toward. If it’s a snapping turtle,
unable to afford such assistance, in late June. Register by calling you may want to steer clear and
the Office for the Aging contracts the Office for the Aging at 845- let it continue crossing on its own.
with a local attorney through our 486-2555, and we’ll let you know
For picking up smaller turtles,
Legal Services for the Elderly the specifics about the venue and use both hands and grasp them
program. No fee is charged, the date(s) the classes happen.
on either side of the shell behind
although
contributions
are
the front legs. Carry it low to the
welcomed whenever possible.
WHY DID THE TURTLE
ground across the road before
Potential
legal
situations
CROSS THE ROAD?
gently setting it down to resume
affecting seniors can include
“To get to the other side” its mission. You can also place the
housing rights, Medicare and/ doesn’t tell the full story of why turtle on a car’s floor mat and slide
or Medicaid, health issues, and we’re likely to see so many it to safety.
consumer or property issues. turtles crossing Dutchess County
Preparation of simple wills is also roads in May and June. The state
Golden Living is prepared by
available.
Department of Environmental the Dutchess County Office for
Because our contract attorney Conservation (DEC) reports that the Aging, 114 Delafield Street,
works part time, and because all 11 species of turtles native Poughkeepsie, New York 12601,
the pandemic has added a layer to New York are in decline and telephone (845) 486-2555, email:
of complexity to providing can use all the help they can get. ofa@dutchessny.gov
website:
services, it’s best to contact OFA Turtles migrate to their nesting www.dutchessny.gov/aging.

AMENIA CHURCH TO PRESENT
CHAMBER CONCERT

BY HV NEWS STAFF
On Saturday, May 29, at 4
p.m., the Smithfield Church in
Amenia will present a concert
featuring The Smithfield Chamber
Orchestra under the direction of
Matt Finley.

The Smithfield Church in Amenia. File photo.

The church will present the
concert outside, rain or shine,
in a socially safe setting. Bring
lawn seating and enjoy an hourlong performance of classical and
pop selections. A contribution
of $20 is suggested. The
event is part of the Bang
Family Concert Series,
with proceeds benefiting
the historic church, which
is listed on the National
Register of Historic
Places.
The
Smithfield
Chamber
Orchestra
includes
Finley
on
trumpet
and
flute,

clarinetists Norman Baker and
Judith Muir, cellist Lynnette
Benner, flutist Michelle Demko,
violist Piotr Kargul, violinist
Rob Murphy, and Lou Pappas on
double bass. Concert selections
include “Nimrod” from Enigma
Variations
(Edward
Elgar);
“The Girl with the Flaxen Hair”
(Claude Debussy); the March
from “A Moorside Suite” (Gustav
Holst); “Second Waltz” (Dmitri
Shostakovich); “New World
Symphony” (Dvorak); “What
Sweeter Music” (John Rutter);
“Kind and Gentle” (Matt Finley);
and a world premiere adaptation
of the organ arrangement of
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“Greensleeves” by the late Dr.
Hampson Sisler.
The Smithfield Church is an
1847 Greek Revival complex. It
was listed on the National Register
of Historic Places in 2012.
The Bang Family Concert
Series was created to encourage
area residents to hear an eclectic
line-up of top regional and
international artists and discover
a warm community of music
lovers in the church’s beautiful
Greek Revival building. The
Smithfield Church is located
at 656 Smithfield Valley Road
(Route 83) in Amenia.

the event. Hours are 4:00 to 9:00
p.m. Some of the many food
options include steak sandwiches, sausage and pepper grinders,
around town
hamburgers, hot dogs, French
fries, fried dough, and my personal favorite, fried Oreos! The
BY HEIDI JOHNSON
Amenia Fire Company is 100%
volunteer, so they need all the
Pine Plains Presbyterian Me- support we – their community –
morial Day Chicken Barbecue can muster. Please call Shawn at
Pine Plains Presbyterian 845-418-8633 for more informaChurch will be having a take-out tion.
Chicken BBQ this coming Monday, Memorial Day, May 31 from
Scrabble Tournament at
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. All dinners are
BangallWorks
just $16 which includes half a
The Town of Stanford has
chicken, coleslaw, macaroni and proclaimed Saturday, June 12 as
cheese, a dinner roll and a brown- Alfred Mosher Butts Day, and on
ie. Payment by cash, check or that day, there will be a day-long
Venmo. For reservations, please Scrabble tournament at the Bancall 518-398-7117 or email dy- gallWorks space in Bangall. The
anwapnick@optimum.net. Pine event will run from 11 a.m. to 5
Plains Presbyterian is located at p.m. and the space is limited. En3039 Church Street. Please use try forms are available by emailthe side entrance.
ing info@bangallworks.com or
calling 917-929-9221. Rain date
Amenia Fire Company
Sunday, June 13.
Carnival Food Night
This event sounds like loads
Stanford Library
of fun! Amenia Fire Company is
Upcoming Events
having a Carnival Food Night on
No One Walks Alone – ToSaturday, June 12 at the Amenia morrow, Thursday, May 27 at 7
Firehouse, 36 Mechanic Street p.m. Presented by the public liin Amenia. There will be food, braries of Dutchess County, this
music by a DJ, cornhole competi- presentation will include a free
tions and a bonfire. You can take open disussion about depression,
your food home or dine outside at mental illness, suicide, and how

SHARE YOUR STORIES.

Email us by 5 p.m. on Fridays
weekend@thehudsonvalleynews.com

to talk about it. Presented by more information pplegion426@
Donna Thomas and Dr. Jaime Ar- gmail.com
noff of James’s Warr;ors Suicide
Prevention. Visit stanfordlibrary.
9/11 Memorial
org for the registration link.
Volunteers Needed
The Stanford Fire Company is
America’s First Ladies: the looking for volunteers from the
Best, the Worst, and the Strange- towns of Stanford or Pine Plains
ly Fogotten – Tuesday, June 1 at to participate in the reading of
6 p.m. via Zoom. The role of First the names at the 20th anniversary
Lady comes with no job descrip- 9/11 tribute event at the Stanford
tion, no pay, and no written re- Town Hall. If you would like to
quirements. Yet America’s pres- assist in reading the almost 3,000
idential spouses have wielded names, please fill out an appligreat influence and have always cation available on the Stanford
been subject to intense public Fire Company Facebook page or
scrutiny. Presented by historian pick up a paper application at one
Leslie Goddard, Ph.D. Please of the businesses below:
email stanfordlibrary@optonline.
Stanford - Big Rock Farms,
net to register.
McCarthy’s Pharmacy, Roosters
Route 82 Home & Hardware,
Memorial Day Parades
Stanford Library, Bank of MillStanfordville - I got the scoop brook.
on the Stanfordville/Bangall MePine Plains - Pine Plains Limorial Day ceremony from Char- brary, Pine Plains Pharmacy,
lie Shaw of the American Legion. Roosters Route 82 Pine Plains,
There will not be a parade specif- Bank of Millbrook.
ically for Stanfordville this year,
but the Stanford Fire Company CENTER for Performing Arts
will be joining in the Dutchess
upcoming events
County parade which will pass
Staring on June 3, the CENthrough Stanfordville at around TER will present two shows in
9:40 a.m. A ceremony honoring repertory, Shakespeare’s “As You
our fallen servicemen will be held Like It” and the tragi-comedy
at 9:00 a.m. at Memorial Park in “The Language Archive.” The
Bangall and will include the tra- series runs from June 3 through
ditional laying of the wreaths on 20 weekends on the outdoor
each of the four war memorials.
stage. Seating is general admisPine Plains - The Pine Plains sion lawn seating with each parparade will be held on Monday, ty able to select their area on a
May 31. It will begin at the fire first come, first choose basis. The
house at 10:30 a.m. and march to lawn has been treated for ticks
the Town Clock where the Amer- and other pests. Bathrooms are
ican Legion/VFW will conduct a available inside the theater buildbrief service. From there, the pa- ing. In the event of rain, tickets
rade will make its way to Ever- can be used for another perforgreen Cemetery where fallen ser- mance. Tickets available online
vicemen/women will be saluted. only. Visit centerforperformingThe parade will then conclude at arts.org to purchase.
the American Legion Hall with
final services. All local organiHeidi Johnson can be
zations are invited to participate reached at 845-392-4348 or
in the parade so please spread heidij08751@gmail.com.
the word. Email the American
Legion Post in Pine Plains for
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MAGNIFICENT WETHERSFIELD TO OPEN

BY ALYSSA KOGON
With temperatures rising into
the 80s this week, thoughts run towards the beauty of summer and
outdoor pleasures. Tucked away
in a little known corner of Amenia sits the bucolic Wethersfield
Estate.
You may believe you are in
Tuscany and not the Harlem Valley once you have walked the for-

mal gardens of this grand manor,
formerly the historic home of
20th-century American aristocrat
Chauncey Devereux Stillman
(1907-1989). Stillman’s grandfather, James Stillman, founded
what is now Citigroup. Chauncey
Stillman was a director of oil and

mining enterprise Freeport-McMoRan, but enjoyed many other
pursuits during his lifetime.
Stillman, a patron of the arts and
academia, partook in all manner
of natural scientific study, seeing
no issue between science and his
adopted Catholic faith. Stillman
promoted the idea of land ownership for the entire population. He
additionally
pushed for a
decentralization of political and business power,
much to the
chagrin of his
fellow aristocrats.
We t h e r s field
today
is home to
an operating
farm
with
those ideologies in place.
The farm was one of the first in
the country to utilize water and
soil conservation.
The Wethersfield Estate is
just coming out of a scandal that
rocked the philanthropic world
and might have closed the expensive property down for good. Two

Beautiful gardens and architecture at Wethersfield Estate in Amenia. Photos submitted.

decades of financial mismanagement along with
a $4.3 million
embezzlement
scheme by a couple formerly on
the board of trustees left the assets
of the Homeland Foundation,
which oversees
We t h e r s f i e l d ,
down from $103
million in 1998
to $31 million
in 2015. A tough
decision to liquidate some of
Stillman’s famed
art collection has put finances
back in order with Wethersfield
enjoying a renaissance of its own
The Wethersfield Estate took
over 50 years of Stillman’s life to
build and refine. Perched on the
highest point in Dutchess County,
he wanted it to be a personal retreat, a place of agricultural experimentation, cultural enrichment
and scholarly conviviality combined with a home for Catholic
study. A horseman himself, Stillman found a place to display his
famed art collection, enjoy garden pursuits and still
conserve the beauty
of the surrounding
land.
With the formal
gardens opening on
June 4, locals have
enjoyed using the
trails for both cross
country skiing as
well as horseback
and carriage riding
during the colder weather months.
Guests must sign a
waiver for certain ac-
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tivities outside of visiting the gardens. Additionally, there is no fee
to use the grounds and the nominal $5.00 fee to walk the gardens
was waived due to the pandemic
last year. Community events have
been hosted at the estate as well,
including a groundbreaking performance of “The Nutcracker”
last Christmas.
Some of the highlights of a visit to Wethersfield must include a
tour of the Wilderness and Formal
Gardens. Created in the Classical
Italian style, the formal garden
has architectural features such
as terraces, statues and urns with
flowers and exotic trees combined
with tranquil water features. The
Wilderness Garden is a wooded
area looped by a carriage drive
with gorgeous statues, rhododendron and mountain laurel as focal
points. When possible, tours of
the home and carriage house are
also given.
The Wethersfield Estate is
located at 257 Pugsley Hill Road
in Amenia. For more information
visit
https://www.wethersfield.
org/foundation.

DUTCHESS COUNTY TO HONOR THOSE WHO GAVE ALL
MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATIONS BACK TO NORMAL

BY HV NEWS WEEKEND STAFF
Dutchess County Executive
Marc Molinaro and Adam Roche,
Director of the County’s Division
of Veterans’ Services, invite residents to take part in several special Memorial Day ceremonies
throughout the county to honor
the brave men and women who
made the ultimate sacrifice in service to the nation.
On Sunday, May 30 at 8 p.m.,
the Walkway Over the Hudson
will host a sunset Memorial Day
Eve flag-changing ceremony to
honor local service members who
lost their lives defending their
country.
On Monday, May 31, Dutchess
County Veterans’ Services will
host its annual ceremony at the
Dutchess County War Memorial in Poughkeepsie at 11 a.m.
In addition, a convoy of law enforcement and military vehicles
will travel throughout Dutchess
County communities; the convoy
will travel in both an inner and
outer loop throughout the county,
beginning at 9 and 11:30 a.m., respectively. A map of the convoy’s
routes is available online.
Molinaro said, “From its
founding, our country has relied
on the selfless service of men
and women to protect it and safeguard the freedoms we hold dear
to this day. By hosting our annual
Memorial Day events, Dutchess
County continues to keep these
heroes’ legacies alive for future
generations, and I encourage residents throughout our community
to attend one of these ceremonies
and pay homage to those who
gave all.”
Following the success of last
year’s successful Memorial Day
and Veterans Day convoys, the
Division of Veterans’ Services
has again invited municipalities
throughout Dutchess County to

take part in a convoy of county, tion: Pine Plains Firehouse to
police, fire and local municipal- Town Clock Memorial to Everity vehicles to traverse the coun- green Cemetery.
ty. Residents can view the convoy from alongside its route and
are urged to hang American flags
along the route. Children whose
families who live along the route
are encouraged to paint and draw
flags to be displayed in their windows, or on driveways.
The convoy will make two
loops throughout Dutchess County: an inner loop, which begins at
9 a.m., prior to the ceremony at
the Dutchess County War Memorial, and a larger route following
the ceremony; the larger route disembarks from the Dutchess County War Memorial at 11:30 a.m.
The county’s Memorial Day
wreath-laying ceremony at the
Dutchess County War Memorial,
located at the intersection of Raymond Avenue and Main Street
in Poughkeepsie, will recognize
Dutchess County residents who
lost their lives during military
service. Local Boy Scouts will
participate in the tribute, as will
County Executive Molinaro, Director Roche and others.
DUTCHESS COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Local 2021 Memorial
HARLEM
VALLEY AREA
Day Observances
ACTIVITY REPORT
Amenia
• On Monday, May 17, deputies
Monday, May 31 at 11 a.m.
investigated
a report of an order of
Ceremony Location: Amenia
protection violation that had ocVeterans Memorial Park.
curred in the Town of North East.
Hosted by VFW Post # 5444.
Subsequent investigation resulted
Millerton
in the arrest of Jaime Wagoner, 23,
Monday, May 31 at 10 a.m.
Parade
and
Ceremony who was charged with criminal
Location: Century Boulevard to contempt in the first degree. WagIrondale Cemetery to Veterans oner was arraigned and remanded
to the Dutchess County Jail in lieu
Park.
Hosted by Millerton American of $20,000 cash bail or $40,000
bond.
Legion Post 178.
• On Saturday, May 22, depuPine Plains
ties
investigated a car versus tree
Monday, May 31 at 10:30 a.m.
Parade and Ceremony Loca-

Hosted by Shekomeko American Legion Post # 426 and Pine
Plains VFW Post # 5519

property damage automobile accident in the area of 37 Gristmill
Lane in the Village of Pawling.
If you have any information
relative to the aforementioned
criminal cases, or any other suspected criminal activity please
contact the Dutchess County
Sheriff’s Office tip line at 845
605 CLUE (2583) or Email dcsotips@gmail.com. All information
will be kept confidential.
Please note: All subjects arrested and charged are alleged to
have committed the crime and are
presumed innocent until proven
guilty and are to appear in local
courts at a later date.
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6411 Montgomery Street,
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-876-8052

FULL SERVICE
OUTDOOR DINING
COME JOIN THE FESTIVITIES!
www.fosterscoachhousetavern.com

Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro
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