
With a budget of over $99,000, the Town of 
Amenia has allocated a large endowment to their 
Recreation Department to help keep residents en-
gaged in their community.  However, some of the 
line items that were passed for the 2022 budget 
just don’t make sense.  While there is no mystery 
here to see what programs were alloted (just look 
at the budget online), there are certainly some 
questions that need to be answered.

While the Hudson Valley News did try its very 

best to find out what happened to the $3,500 
grant that was to be given to the Webutuck Lit-
tle League charter, which is not affiliated in any 
way with the town, those funds seem to remain 
a mystery.  The April 19th minutes of the Recre-
ation Committee hint that there was an issue with 
the contract that was drawn up for the program 
by the town.  While the charter was finalized, 
the agreement was that this non-profit was to 
receive $3,500 from the town to help defray the 
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Dutchess County Executive 
Marc Molinaro announced the 
first group of 2022 funding 
awards, totaling $362,250, as 
part of the County’s Learn, 
Play, Create: Supporting Our 
Kids grant program, which 
will fund 21 projects for local 

non-profit organizations that 
directly benefit children and 
families. Additional awards will 
be announced in the coming 
weeks.

In 2022, $1 million in Learn, 
Play, Create (LPC) grants are 
available, and there will be two 

application rounds this year. In 
this first round, grants of up to 
$20,000 were made available 
to non-profit organizations 
that directly serve youth in the 
areas of expanded learning, 
arts enrichment, and sports 
engagement that were deprived 
of fundraising or participation 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Application instructions and 
guidance for 2022’s second 
round of LPC funding will be 
available later this year on the 
Department of Planning and 
Development’s webpage.

Molinaro said, “We must do 
all we can to foster our children’s 
development, and Dutchess 
County’s Learn, Play, Create 
grant program provides critical 
funds to local organizations that 

make a real difference in young 
people’s lives. Our county is 
committed to our children, and 
the success of our LPC program 
demonstrates our community’s 
shared promise to help raise 
responsible and productive 
young men and women.”

Learn, Play, Create: 
Supporting Our Kids awards 

($362,250)
Abilities First (Wappinger), 

$10,000 - Classroom 
Connecting – Purchase 25 iPads 
for students in the Firemens 
Way program.

Arlington Hockey Club 
(LaGrange), $20,000 - Ice Time 
for Kids – Ice time for the JV 
and Varsity Arlington High 
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With the newly drawn New 
York State Senate map finally be-
ing finalized, residents of Amenia, 
Dover, Pine Plains, Millerton and 
Millbrook will be part of a section 
of Dutchess County that can still 
vote for their current senator, Sue 
Serino. Serino is a long-serving 
member of the 41st Senate Dis-
trict, which underwent several 
overhauls to now become the 43rd 
District in January. While not all 
of Dutchess County will have a 
chance to vote for the popular 
public servant, parts of Eastern 
Dutchess and Northern Dutchess 
from Hyde Park north will be in-
tegrated into the recently redrawn 
43rd.  Additionally, all of Colum-
bia and Greene Counties as well 
as parts of Ulster County are in-
cluded in the latest map.

Facing Serino will be the in-
cumbent from the current 46th 
Senate District, Michelle Hinchey.  
Elected only in 2020, the 34-year-
old freshman legislator currently 
serves residents in all of Greene 
and Montgomery Counties and 
parts of Albany, Schenectady and 
Ulster Counties.   Hinchey had 
also considered a run for Congress 
but changed her mind at the last 
minute to attempt to keep a seat in 
the Senate. 

While the maps may have 
changed for the New York State 
Senate, they have remained in 
place for the Assembly but only 
until 2024.  A New York judge 
in the appellate division recent-
ly ruled that those districts must 
also undergo a map change due to 
gerrymandering.   Incumbent As-

semblywoman Didi Barrett faces 
a challenge by one of two Repub-
licans who are vying for her spot. 
Town of Clinton Councilman 
Dean Michael has been up against 
Barrett before but this time he will 
have to primary for the chance.  
Newcomer Brandon Gaylord, a 
local teacher, will face off against 
Michael on June 28th, if that pri-
mary date remains in place.   

Though the state races are rel-
atively simple, the local feder-
al Congressional race is a mess.  
Amenia is part of the current 
19th District that was served by 
U.S. Rep. Antonio Delgado of 
Rhinebeck.  Delgado  stepped 
away from his post to become 
the Lieutenant Governor under 
Kathy Hochul, spurring a special 
election for that open seat for the 

remainder of 2022.  That election 
will take place on August 23rd, 
the same day as the Congressional 
primary.

Dutchess County Executive 
Marcus Molinaro is hoping to win 
the position over Ulster County 
Executive Pat Ryan.  The two will 
duke it out at this summer’s special 
election.  The winner will remain 
in office until January 1.  Another 
November election between Ryan 
and Assemblyman Colin Schmidt 
will decide who holds the seat in 
2023 when it changes to the 18th 
District.  Molinaro will be fo-
cusing his energies on the 19th 
Congressional District, which 
will no longer contain any of 
his hometown Dutchess County. 
That election also takes place on 
November’s Election Day. 

PAIN AT THE POLLS
BY HV NEWS STAFF

BY HV NEWS STAFF

MOLINARO ANNOUNCES MORE THAN $362K 
IN LEARN, PLAY, CREATE GRANT AWARDS



costs of providing the baseball 
programs. This resolution was 
passed at the March 17, 2022 
Town Board meeting. Resolu-
tion 34 was signed on April 7th 
of this year allowing the trans-
fer of funds to the newly estab-
lished team. 

The Little League was then 
to provide a certificate of insur-
ance for use of the town’s fields.  
According to the minutes of 
the Recreation Department’s 
April meeting, this resulted in 
an “overly restrictive” contract 
being drawn up on the part of 
the town, which was rejected by 
DJ Riley who runs the program 
and the Little League with-
drew their request for funding. 
The minutes go on to state that, 
“The Rec Committee expressed 
their concerns with the nature 
of the contract and the difficul-
ty the entire process has created 
for DJ.”  While nobody would 
go on record about what has 

happened to the $3,500 fund-
ing, hopefully Webutuck Little 
League will receive the stipend 
they have earned to take over 
the town’s programming. Webu-
tuck Little League services all 
children aged 3-12 who reside 
in the Webutck School District.  

Meanwhile, the Beekman 
Park concession stand remains 
closed.  The Little League 
makes a large part of their in-
come from selling snacks during 
the games.  According to sourc-
es, that stand has not passed its 
Board of Health inspection and 
is unable to open to serve fresh 
food.  The teams are forced to 
sell ready-made snacks from 
the sideline.  This issue may 
have been part of the problem 
with the original contract.

And while everyone wants to 
see our seniors have excellent 
programming, the 2022 Town 
of Amenia budget had appor-
tioned $7,000 for trips for the 
aged. While the year is almost 
half over, not a single “trip” has 

been offered to this population.  
Additionally, the 2021 “trip” 
budget was only $2,500.  

The 2022 budget also includ-
ed approximately $12,000 to 
run a variety of baseball teams 
including girls’ softball, which 
no longer exists. Since the Town 
of Amenia outsourced this en-
tire program for a mere $3,500, 
which has likely not been paid, 
where do these funds get spent? 
Town residents might want to 
attend Town Board meetings 
to ask for a full accounting of 
where the funds are going on 
budgeted items that are not paid 
for.   

Finally, to add insult to in-
jury, the April 19th Recreation 
Committee meeting minutes di-
vulged that a new position may 
be added to the town’s pay-
roll.  A full time salaried Rec-
reation Director looks to be in 
the works as of this writing. On 
June 2nd, the town accepted the 
resignation of the current Rec-
reation Chairman and appointed 

a new one.  While those names 
have not been put up for pub-
lic record online, the recreation 
committee has been made up of 
local volunteers until now with 
help from part time paid sup-
port staff.  

In September, the Amenia 
Town Board will vote on a new 
full time salaried position. Paul 
Winters, who sits on the Rec-
reation Committee, has been 
very vocal on Facebook about 
his wishes to see a full time 
salaried director to oversee the 
almost $100,000 budget.  He 
also explained that a summer 
recreation director was hired 
just weeks ago to try to speedily 
put into place a camp program 
with very little time for hiring 
and certification.  It seems al-
most silly to try to put together 
a camp program when the Ame-
nia-Wassaic Community Or-
ganization in conjunction with 
Maplebrook School Communi-
ty Outreach Program has had 
one in place since last year. 

 THE HUDSON VALLEY NEWS - AMENIA & WASSAIC • editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com • June 15-21, 2022   {3} •

AMENIA RECREATION
<<  Continued from page 1

The name Amenia means “a 
pleasant place.” This name was 
coined by Dr. Thomas Young in 
1762, when the Amenia Precinct 
was formed. Certainly, the pictur-
esque views from DeLaVergne Hill 
and from Depot Hill Road confirm 
the appropriateness of the name, as 
do the pastoral scenes throughout 
the town.

Dr. Thomas Young arrived in 
Amenia around 1755 and married 
Mary Winegar, daughter of Capt. 
Garrett Winegar, of Amenia and 
Sharon, near Amenia Union. Dr. 
Young was not only a physician. 
He was a poet, known for his epic 
poem, “The Conquest of Quebec,” 
a writer of political pamphlets, and 
a Latin scholar, who also gave the 
State of Vermont its name. Young 

was an ardent patriot and a friend 
of the irreverent patriot Ethan Al-
len of Salisbury, Connecticut.  

Young was so impassioned for 
the cause of independence that, as 
a radical Son of Liberty, he insti-
gated riotous assaults which led up 
to the Boston Tea Party. As a result, 
he was identified was identified by 
the British, and had to flee for his 
life to Rhode Island. He later joined 
Dr. Benjamin Rush in Philadelphia 
at the military hospital there, treat-
ing wounded and sick soldiers. In 
1777, he succumbed to a disease 
called “putrid fever,” which took 
his life within hours.

The Town of Amenia is proud to 
have had Dr. Thomas Young as one 
of its own citizens. Likewise, his 
daughter, Susanna Knies, is worthy 

of praise. 
In later 
years, as 
a widow, 
Mrs. Knies 
lived at 
A m e n i a 
U n i o n , 
aka Hitch-
c o c k ’ s 
Corners , 
and con-
ducted a 
p r i v a t e 
school for 
girls. She 
died in 1801 and was 
buried in the Amenia Union Ceme-
tery among other Winegar descen-
dants buried there.

Betsy Strauss is a board mem-
ber of both the Amenia Historical 
Society and the Dutchess County 
Historical Society. 

WHY AMENIA?
BY BETSY STRAUSS

Old Route 22 in Amenia, NY. File photo.
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The New York State Senate 
session concluded June 2 with sev-
eral rushed bills, including ten on 
gun control, one on out-of-state 
abortions, and one on voting ex-
pansion. Despite having such an 
eventful night, the Senate refused 
to acknowledge Republican 41st 
District Senator Sue Serino’s calls 
to investigate Cuomo’s nursing 
home scandal from January 2021.

“We had over 15,000 deaths 
in nursing homes due to COVID, 
and we asked for an investigation 
to be done,” Serino told Hudson 
Valley News. “There’s actually 
a bipartisan bill that Democratic 
40th District Assembly Member 
Ron Kim sponsors… and then I’m 
a co-sponsor in the Senate.”  “But 
the majority refuses to bring it to 
the floor for a vote,” she added.

According to Serino, a primary 
concern behind this probe is that 
the state is setting itself up to make 
similar mistakes if the allegations 
go unstudied.  “When there’s any 
kind of major disaster, there’s an 
investigation so you know what 

was done right and what was done 
wrong,” the senator declared. “We 
have to be prepared.”

Another concern that Serino 
stated was that “these families just 
want answers.”  “The governor 
said to families affected that she 
would do a complete pandemic 
review,” Serino told us. “But she’s 
done nothing.”

Additionally, Serino wrote to 
the governor and all the commit-
tees involved, namely the health, 
investigation, and aging commit-
tees, concerning the slew of nurs-
ing home phone calls that went 
unsettled.

An investigation by USA To-
day discovered that 96% of the 
35,600 nursing home complaints 
of neglect and other safety vio-
lations inside the facilities made 
between 2020 and 2022 were 
deemed unfounded or remained 
unresolved, according to a lohud 
article.

A comptroller audit in May 
found that the Department of 
Health “did not provide the pub-

lic with accurate COVID-19 death 
counts and became entangled in 
the undercounting of those deaths 
as the Executive took control of 
information provided to the pub-
lic,” according to the New York 
State’s comptroller website.

Serino has not heard back from 
the governor or the committees, 
she said. “It’s just incomprehensi-
ble how this new health commis-
sioner doesn’t want to look into 
this,” she added.

Instead of focusing on the state 
government’s future, legislators 
rammed through several bills, in-
cluding one which sets a morato-
rium on bitcoin mining, citing its 
environmental impact. “It’s like 
they’re tone-deaf,” Serino said. “I 
always say Albany lives in a bub-
ble, and it’s getting worse.”

“If you’re a criminal, you’re 
very happy to live in New York,” 
she added, citing recent bail re-
form and the Senate passage of 
the clean slate bill. The clean slate 
bill would “automatically clear 
a New Yorker’s conviction re-

cord,” according to cleanslateny.
org.“Thank God the assembly 
didn’t pass it,” Serino stated.

Following these bail reform 
protocols, New York has seen an 
increase in violent crime. In 2022, 
the state has seen a 60% increase 
in individuals killed by gun vio-
lence, according to the Division 
of Criminal Justice Services.

Regardless of the growth in 
gun violence, the Senate passed 
a bill prohibiting the sale of bul-
let-proof vests to non-military or 
law enforcement.  The rationale 
for this bill, according to Serino, 
was that law enforcement was not 
able to take down the suspect in 
the May 14 Buffalo shooting, in 
part, because of his vest. A secu-
rity guard attempted to shoot the 
perpetrator but could not pierce 
his bullet-proof vest and was then 
shot and killed.

While our nation endures this 
difficult period, we must have 
faith that the gun violence epi-
demic will be ameliorated. 

BY DEVAN T. BUGBEE
SERINO RAILS AGAINST ALBANY’S OUT-OF-TOUCH PRIORITIES

Chris and Dan Brubeck have 
been making music together 
practically all their lives. Drum-
mer Dan and bassist, trombonist, 
and composer Chris cut their first 
record together in 1966—near-
ly a half century ago. They’ve 
subsequently played a variety 
of styles in a number of differ-
ent groups, as well as with their 
father, jazz giant Dave Brubeck, 
and with their own Brubeck 
Brothers Quartet. The group 
will perform a special show at 
Woodstock’s Bearsville Theater 
on Sunday, June 19.

With Dan and Chris as the 
foundation, guitarist Mike De- 
Micco , who is local to the area, 
and pianist Chuck Lamb, com-

plete this dynamic quartet. They 
perform at concert series, col-
leges, and jazz festivals across 
North America and Europe in-
cluding the Newport, Detroit, 
Montreal, Playboy/Hollywood 
Bowl, and Monterey Jazz Festi-
vals. The Quartet’s last cd, Life-
Times, was the most played jazz 
recordings of the year. 

I spoke with Chris this week 
and he enlightened me on the 
history of the quartet and their 
musical past going back to col-
laborating with his famous fa-
ther.  He started with explaining 
to this jazz novice that he plays 
the fretless bass, a guitar-like in-
strument that sounds like a bass 
but can fit in the overhead com-

partment on a plane. 
He said, “If it sounds 
like jazz, you need a 
fretless bass.”

At 17 Chris was 
attending a specialty 
musical school and 
studying classical 
music.  But then he 
started a rock and 
roll band. In tihe 
1970s his father, the 
legendary jazz musi-
cian Dave Brubeck, 
began performing 
with his sons, Dar-
ius, Dan and Chris.  
The group made sev-
eral records together and then 
Dan and Darius went off to oth-

er ventures and Chris remained 

THE BRUBECK BROTHERS QUARTET
BY CAROLINE CAREY

The Brubeck Brothers Quartet. File photo.
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Senator Sue Serino announced 
that she is seeking nominations for 
the New York State Senate’s presti-
gious annual Woman of Distinction 
Award for the 41st District. Nomi-
nations will be accepted until Fri-
day, July 1, 2022.

“Our community is home to 
some incredible, trailblazing wom-
en, and it is an honor to be able to 
celebrate them through the Sen-
ate’s Annual Women of Distinc-
tion Award,” said Senator Serino. 
“This year, I’m especially excited 
to be seeking nominations from in-
dividuals throughout the 41st Sen-
ate District to learn more about the 
women who serve as an inspiration 
and that are truly making a differ-
ence here in Dutchess and Putnam 
counties. I encourage friends and 
neighbors to submit a nomination 
to help us recognize a local wom-

an who goes above and beyond to 
contribute to our community.”

The New York State Senate 
Women of Distinction Award cel-
ebrates women from across New 
York State who greatly contribute 
to and improve the quality of life 
in both their local communities and 
across New York State.  

Each year, the New York State 
Senate hosts an event celebrating 
the accomplishments of the honor-
ees from each Senate district across 
the state. This year, the program 
will once again be virtual and will 
launch on Women’s Equality Day, 
Friday, August 26, 2022.

For more information on the 
Women of Distinction Award or to 
learn more about how to submit a 
nomination, call Senator Serino’s 
Hyde Park Office at 845-229-0106 
or email serino@nysenate.gov.

BY HV NEWS STAFF

SERINO SEEKS COMMUNITY INPUT FOR 
SENATE WOMAN OF DISTINCTION AWARD

playing with his father for 20 
years.

Dave Brubeck was born in 
1920 and thus the BBQ set off in 
2020 on a centennial year concert 
tour only to be interrupted by the 
Covid pandemic.  The musicians 
all got Covid (but luckily all sur-
vived) and restarted the centenni-
al tour in 2021.  Chris told us that 
they will be emphasizing Dave’s 
music in the performance at the 
Bearsville Theater.  He said of his 
father, “He was composer who 
just happened to play jazz piano.”

Chris is also both a jazz musi-
cian and composer.  He has com-
posed pieces for the Boston Pops 
and Canadian Brass.  He said, “I 
love composing and playing mu-
sic.  One is a long process and the 
other is live and out there.”

These versatile musicians of 
the BBQ also collaborate with 

orchestras all across the U.S. as 
well as internationally, including  
performing with the Singapore 
Chinese Orchestra and the Rus-
sian National Orchestra.   With 
Chris Brubeck’s compositions 
as a vehicle, the BBQ has joined 
with chamber groups to collab-
orate with musicians from the 
St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, the 
Philadelphia Orchestra and the 
Russian National Symphony Or-
chestra.

Although the Quartet’s style is 
rooted in “straight-ahead” jazz, 
their concerts reveal an inher-
ent ability to explore and play 
odd time signatures while natu-
rally integrating the influences 
of funk, blues and world music. 
The group’s creativity, technique 
and improvisation can be heard 
in their uncompromising music, 
which reflects their dedication to 
melody, rhythm, culture and the 
spontaneous spirit of jazz.

THE BRUBECK BROTHERS
<<  Continued from page 4

WHAT PRICE IS MORAL 
INDIGNATION

Golfer Charles Schwartzel has 
had a very successful career on 
the PGA Tour winning millions. 
The 37-year-old South African 
has won 11 tournaments includ-
ing the Masters and been ranked 
as high as 11th in the world. But 
he has never been a household 
name in the rarified world of golf 
luminaries until last weekend 
when he won the LIV tournament 
in the U.K., pocketing the largest 
winner’s check in history at $4.75 
million. As astounding as that sum 
is, it's the guaranteed payment of 
$120,000 to last place 
finisher Andy Ogletree 
that has observers of 
the game gasping.  The 
PGA only guarantees a 
tee time and a courtesy car.

The PGA Tour is having a 
stroke and has already booted 17 
PGA players from the tour with 
more defections likely. It is rem-
iniscent of the initial battles of the 
NFL and the NBA to block the 
emergence of the upstart Amer-
ican Football League and the 
American Basketball Association. 
After much drama and defections, 
everyone concluded there was 
room for all and the leagues and 
players merged. That would seem 
to be the logical trajectory for the 
PGA-LIV conflict we see today.

But here’s the difference. The 
LIV Tour is fully funded by the 
government of Saudi Arabia, a 
country notorious for its human 
rights abuse including the subju-
gation of women, persecution of 
homosexuals and draconian treat-
ment of anyone convicted of a 
crime. They continue the horrific 
practice of flogging and decapi-

tation in the public square. They 
also consider amputating a thief’s 
hand reasonable punishment for 
their crime.

So it is not surprising that 
much of the civilized world con-
siders the Saudis a pariah and 
many Americans understandably 
remember it was Saudi money that 
financed Osama Bin Laden. Many 
of these same people wonder why 
we should be allowing American 
golfers to give this new golf tour 
credibility.

I recall sitting with a friend 
of my WW II Colonel father at a 
Yankee game in the ‘70s as a re-
lief pitcher was brought in from 
the bullpen by a Toyota. He turned 
to me and said, “I’m so glad your 
father isn’t alive to see this” and 
he wasn’t kidding. The question 
is who signs your paycheck and 
how much moral distance do you 

give your employer? 
The same is true for 
consumers. Do we give 
Nike a pass even though 
they pay their Chinese 

factory workers slave wages along 
with Apple and Google?

At what point does moral in-
dignation overwhelm economic 
reality? Will I not attend or watch 
a LIV golf tournament or change 
the channel because some poor 
guy in Saudi Arabia is about to 
have his head separated from his 
torso for sneaking a kiss with his 
girlfriend. Or do you say there’s 
nothing I can do about it and I re-
ally want to see if Mickelson can 
bend that 5-iron around that tree?

Here's where I see this going. 
After a brief period of negative 
publicity, the morality play closes 
and the respective tours move on. 
One thing we know is the Saudis 
won’t run out of money  and giv-
en our current oil crisis, I don’t see 
anyone getting in their grill about 
golf. Remember, golfers will fol-
low the money like most people. 
Fore!

OPINION

USUALLY RIGHT
BY JIM LANGAN

“The question is 
who signs your 
paycheck…”
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• As some of you may know 
I’ve been dealing with some 
significant health issues of 
late which required me to 
take some time off and ad-
dress them and get some rest. 
Fortunately, Nancy Pelosi 
and her band of bozos made 
that happen by pre-empting 
prime time programming to 
give us the January 6 commit-
tee show trial. Initial Neilson 
numbers indicate a pathetic 
20 million comatose viewers 
tuned in compared to 38 mil-
lion for Biden’s riveting State 
of the Union.

• Speaking of the show tri-
al in D.C., can someone tell 
me why Dick Cheney hasn’t 
taken out his beloved shotgun 
and blown his brains out af-
ter listening to his deranged 
daughter blather on. Daddy 
obviously didn’t make it to 
many of her soccer games as 
a kid.

• Here’s some good news for all 
you beleaguered Jersey com-
muters. The George Washing-
ton Bridge has finally gone 
cashless which should lessen 
those horrific logjams. Now 
if we could just lose those ob-
noxious Jersey drivers.

• Construction began this week 
on a new $9 billion termi-
nal at JFK. It will involve 
23 gates, retail and dining 
venues and an indoor green 
space. I’m hoping my young-
est grandson, Jake, lives long 
enough to see it completed. 

Actually, they could include a 
cemetery in the “green space” 
and I could be there to greet 
little Jake when he takes his 
first flight out of JFK.

• Increasing chatter that Pope 
Francis may be stepping 
down due to increasing 
health concerns. Maybe the 
ailing pro-choice Pope can 
pick up the fallen miter of 
Nancy Pelosi’s San Francis-
co favorite bishop who was 
fired for telling Nancy she 
couldn’t have communion 
and pretend to be a “devout 

Catholic.”

• The Boston Celt-
ics were caught 
with their rims up 
before game three 
last week. The 
Warriors noticed 
the rims were 
two inches high-
er than required. 
The idea was to 
disrupt the preci-
sion shot making 
of Warrior superstar Steph 

Curry who continues to 
amaze. Pretty cheesey of 
the Celts. The only guy I 
know who can hit the three 
pointer like Curry is FDR’s 
John Golden and he did it 
with two hands.  

• San Francisco DA Chesa 
Boudin was shown the 
door in a recall election 
last week. The lunatic left-
ie prosecutor and child of 
two 1960s radicals blamed 
“right wing billion-
aires” for his humping 

which is ironic consid-
ering he’s been financed 
by George Soros since 
day one. Next up are the 
other “woke” DAs around 
the country who are facil-
itating America’s crime 
wave.

• Ann Turner Cook, the 
original Gerber baby, has 

passed away at 96. It’s pos-
sible she died of starvation 
given Biden’s recent “han-
dling” of the baby food cri-
sis.

• Red Hook lost one of its 
most beloved citizens with 
the passing of 93-year-old 
George Hanlon. Mr. Han-
lon has been a fixture in Red 
Hook for decades and until 
very recently manned the 
concession stand at the  Ly-
ceum Cinema in Red Hook. 
He will be sorely missed.

• A famous Yellowstone peak 
has been renamed for being 
offensive.  Yellowstone’s 
Mount Doane has been re-
named First People’s Moun-
tain.  Apparently explorer 
Gustavus Doane’s service 
during various Indian con-
flicts had ruffled some Indian 
feathers. 
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This very delicious chicken dish has a rather silly name.  It is 
thought that if you prepare this dish for your significant other, they 
will be so happy that they will ask you to marry them!

It is also a close relation to Patrick Swayze’s Mulholland Drive 
pasta which many of our regular readers love and make often.  The 
flavor profiles are quite similar but this is a bit more hardy.

And the sun dried tomatoes make the sauce!

MARRY ME CHICKEN
Season the chicken generously 

with salt and pepper and then sub-
merge in flour and shake off any 
excess.

Heat the olive oil and butter in 
a large skillet over medium heat 

Add the chicken to the skillet, 
cooking until you have a golden 
brown color on each side, about 
4-5 minutes per side.

Remove the chicken to a plate 
and cover with foil.

Add the garlic to the same skil-
let and saute until fragrant, about 
1 minute.  Add the chicken stock, 
scraping any brown bits that got 
stuck to the bottom of the pan 
with a wooden spoon.  Reduce 
the heat to medium-low and add the heavy cream and the parmesan to the 
skillet.  Allow the sauce to simmer for a few minutes.

Add the chili flakes, thyme, and oregano. Season with salt and pepper, 
to taste.  Add the sundried tomatoes.

Return the chicken to the skillet with the sauce and simmer until the 
sauce has thickened, about 5 minutes.

Garnish with chopped basil.

BY CAROLINE CAREY

• 4 boneless chicken breasts
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 teaspoon black pepper
• 6 tablespoons flour
• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• 2 tablespoons butter
• 3 garlic cloves, crushed
• 1 cup chicken stock
• 1 cup heavy cream
• 1/2 cup parmesan cheese, grated
• 1 teaspoon chili flakes
• 1/4 teaspoon oregano
• 1/4 teaspoon thyme
• 1/3 cup sundried tomatoes, 

chopped
• 1 tablespoon fresh basil leaves, 

optional, chopped, for garnish

INGREDIENTS

POPPING THE QUESTION

26 Mountain Farm Road, Millerton   $3,995,000

HOUSE

WEEK       

of the

Extraordinary panoramic sun-
set views from the top of Silver 
Mountain to the Catskill Moun-
tains on the western horizon from 
an elevation of 1,330 feet. Stun-
ning wrought iron gates leads one 
through an arched walkway into 
the courtyard, with picturesque En-
glish gardens surrounded by stone 
walls, to this sprawling European 
estate. 

With 7,690 square feet of living 
space, this is the perfect home for 
entertaining. High ceilings, spa-
cious rooms, four fireplaces and 
high-end touches throughout cre-
ate an atmosphere of luxury and 
tranquility. A culinary kitchen sits 
in the heart of the home with cus-
tom cabinetry, stone marble floors, 
a fireplace with a limestone mantle 
made in France and high-end ap-
pliances. The living room, formal 
dining room, breakfast room, fam-
ily room, garden room and library 
all have French doors which lead 
to the expansive stone terrace span-

ning the length of the home which 
embraces the gorgeous sunsets. 

The terrace features two cov-
ered porches, one off the dining 
room and the other with an out-
door fully equipped dining kitchen 
with Viking appliances. Stairs lead 
down to another stone terrace with 
a 50' x 25' saltwater, heated gunite 
pool, custom hot tub near a sitting 
area and stone fireplace. All this 
facing an amazing view! Addi-
tional amenities include a 100KW 
whole-house generator, lighted ten-
nis hard court, lighted half basket-
ball court, expansive second-story 
sun deck, three car attached ga-
rage, additional two car detached 
garage, equipment shed, barn with 
six stalls and tack room, seven pad-
docks, outdoor riding ring, and a 
pond. And let's not forget the game 
room, three-tap wet bar, and theater 
upstairs in the house plus a custom 
built wood-paneled office/library 
with a sink and refrigerator. 

Perfect for entertaining, or just 
make this 
your own 
private and 
p e a c e f u l 
retreat. Lo-
cated on 
a country 
road with 
24+ acres 
and 10 min-
utes to Mil-
lerton.
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School Club teams.
Beyond the Dream LLC (City 

of Poughkeepsie), $20,000 - 
Educational Low-Income Tools 
and Mentoring Support – Provide 
computers to 10 students, 
educational programs (reading, 
math tutoring, etc.), facility cost, 
refreshments, local business field 
trips and remote educational field 
trips.  

Boy Scout Troop 3025 (Town 
of Poughkeepsie), $20,000 - 
Critical Equipment, Supplies, 
and Support for Dutchess 
County Kids - Purchase outdoor 
equipment (cooking equipment, 
camping tents, pop-up tents), 
scout supplies (neckerchiefs, 
advancement, uniforms) and this 
year's camping fees (summer 
camp). 

Boy Scouts Of America 
Cub Scout Pack 3033 (Pleasant 
Valley), $9,000 - Storage Trailer 
and Camping Equipment - 
Purchase camping equipment 

and storage trailer for Cub Scout 
pack equipment.

Community Based Services, 
Inc. (Beekman), $18,650 - Nature 
Walks Afterschool - Excavation 
and creation of stimulating sensory 
trails at Cultivating Dreams Farm, 
located in the Town of Beekman.  

Cub Scout Pack 3223 
Hudson Valley Council (Town 
of Poughkeepsie), $20,000 - 
Building Tomorrow's Leaders 
Through Scouting - Reduce 
member fees, purchase 
equipment, T-shirts and 
uniforms.

Dutchess Divas Softball, 
Inc. (Pleasant Valley), $20,000 
- Equipment to Help Softball 
Athletes Grow - Equipment, 
supplies and training aids, 
uniforms and developmental 
clinic for rostered athletes.

FDR Baseball Booster (Hyde 
Park), $20,000 - Improvements 
for Player Safety - Upgrade 
field equipment, including the 
purchase and installation of 
a permanent fence, improve 

the backstop, and upgrade the 
batting cages.

Girls Scouts Heart of the 
Hudson Troop 10072 (East 
Fishkill and Wappinger), 
$9,000 - Girl Scout Camping 
- Purchase camping gear, 
supplies and equipment for a 
night of camping at Wilcox 
Park in September 2022, as well 
as for use for future Girl Scout 
camping trips.

Hyde Park Rowing 
Association (Hyde Park), 
$20,000 - New 8 Rower Shell 
for Girls Team - Purchase a new 
8 rower shell.

Lafayette Lodge No. 18, 
Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows (Wappingers Falls), 
$13,600 - Ensuring Bright 
Futures for Our Children 
for Generations - Purchase 
equipment and jerseys, sponsor 
activities for Odd Fellows 
Chartered Cub Scout Troop 
Pack 40 in Wappinger, provide 
winter coats and toys during 
the holiday season, as well as 
school supplies and resources 
for children in need at Sheafe 
Road and Evans Elementary 
Schools, make lodge more "kid-
friendly" with new equipment 
(monitor, TV, computer, 
improved internet), indoor/
outdoor games.

Millbrook School, Trevor 
Zoo (Washington), $20,000 
- Support educational 
programming and increase 
access to the Trevor Zoo and 
its youth initiatives, making it 
available to all youth regardless 
of economic background; funds 
will be used to purchase a tent, 
portable/wearable microphone 
system, financial aid fund for 
children/families who cannot 
afford admission fees.

New York State Minorities 
in Criminal Justice Region 
4 (Beacon), $20,000 - Youth 
Learning, Training and 

Mentorship - Program materials, 
supplies, electronic/signage 
equipment to conduct program 
presentations, branded materials 
for back-to-school events, one-
time contractor expenses, youth 
fair and training/symposium 
fees.

Save At Risk Children for 
Corporate America, Inc. (City 
of Poughkeepsie), $20,000 
- Tutoring to Help Improve 
Class Performance, Earn 
Higher Grades and Prepare for 
Success in High School and 
College - Funding will be used 
to institute a pilot program in 
Poughkeepsie in which local 
college students will be hired 
to tutor middle-school children 
from low-income families in 
literacy, math and science.

Stony Kill Foundation 
(Fishkill), $20,000 - In-
Person Youth Experiences in 
Agriculture and the Environment 
- Funds will provide 20 weeks 
of summer camp scholarships, 
free camp T-shirts for 170 
children, learning supplies and 
learning area improvements for 
camp and field trip programs 
and free field trips for up to six 
Dutchess County schools/youth 
organizations.

The Farm Chef Project (East 
Fishkill), $20,000 - Supplies 
for Agro-Educational Farm - 
Purchase tractor and wagon to 
safely transport youth around 
the farm, ADA-accommodated 
gardening tools, protection, 
cooking and food prep tools, 
building materials to safely 
manufacture raised beds, a shed 
for prep and storage, and ADA-
accessible picnic tables.  

Tighten Ups Precision Drill 
Team (City of Poughkeepsie), 
$20,000 - Practice Location, 
Drums, Drum Sticks, Practice 
Pads and Uniforms - Equipment, 
practice location, drums, drum 
sticks, 

GRANTS AWARDED
<<  Continued from page 1
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Dana Page is a local mother, 
writer, actress, and lover of life!

POISON APPLES 
AND OTHER FAMILY 

DINNERS 

Having enjoyed an array of 
varied college courses, as well 
as having learned from a host of 
questionable life choices, I have 
been feeling rather empowered 
and semi-qualified to teach my 
children more at home. Our topic 
this month has been focused on 
the Oregon Trail. “Mom, how did 
westward-bound pioneers figure 
out which plants were edible out 
there, if they had no guide?” “Well, 
I suppose they tasted a tiny bit of 
something, and then waited to see 
if they would die...Let me demon-
strate with some plants we have 
here in the house. Consider this to 
be your science lesson for today.” 

I led them over to a lush, tropical 
taro plant, that has flourished in my 
dining room window, ever since I 

plucked it out of the Adams’ green-
house. I snapped off a thick stem, 
dabbing the aloe-like ooze onto my 
tongue. “See, the native people of 
Hawaii must have thought this here 
was tangy and tasted a bit like lem-
on. Hang on. Can you guys get me 
a glass of water? There’s a stinging 
sensation starting. Actually, I can’t 
feel my lips anymore and I think 
I’m bleeding. Can you maybe call 
Daddy? I might need medical at-
tention- I’m having trouble swal-
lowing. Don’t panic…haha. Re-
member that Mommy was a camp 
nature director! I absolutely know 
what I’m doing. Ok, class is over.” 

This wasn’t my first rodeo atop 
the poison control bronco! I have 
a long history of needlessly ingest-
ing random bits of caustic material. 
When I was an innocent angel of 
five-years-old, I amassed a rag-
gedy gang of neighborhood kids 
in my garage. We decided that the 
way to make our “Hot Wheels bik-
er club” official, was to each en-
dure a minty squirt of Binaca. If the 
breath spray was good enough for 
the teens on “Facts of Life,” then 
it was good enough for a bunch of 
upstate kindergarteners! I climbed 
up the rickety garage ladder into 

the crawl space, and emerged hold-
ing up a slim bottle of Holt’s Lock 
De-Icer. Minty mouth spray/ dead-
ly ethanol...It looked close enough 
to me. “Okay, guys, I’m five now 
and you are all still four-years- old. 
That means I can read and you 
can’t. This bottle says it is breath 
spray, and tastes like fresh ber-
ries.  So everyone get in a line and 
open your mouths!” Despite my 
younger sister’s insistence that I 
could not read the label and it was 
definitely not the coveted Binaca, 
everyone but she was initiated. 
National Poison Control Centers 
were promptly alerted and al-
though they did not feel we swal-
lowed enough to cause impending 
blindness or death, we all braved 
mouthfuls of Syrup of Ipecac and 
a thorough stomach purge. My 
popularity as a budding leader 
rapidly plummeted. 

And so, when I suggested, re-
cently, that we start foraging for 
food, my menu ideas were met 
with great hesitation. I download-
ed the “PlantNet” app onto my 
phone, which identifies all weeds, 
berries and mushrooms, and 
bravely set out into my backyard. 
“You know she has gotten people 

into trouble before, right?” my son 
whispered to my husband. “She 
told my Boy Scout group that we 
could eat ferns. Billy’s face blew 
up with hives and I had to rush 
out of the woods for my inhaler. 
She can’t be trusted to make our 
meals anymore. Dad, we’re sitting 
ducks.” (For the record, fiddle-
heads are delicious in their early 
growth...but alas, can’t be eaten 
beyond that stage, I have come to 
recognize.) 

Would you believe that there 
are wild carrots everywhere? 
Garlic mustard, with their del-
icate yellow sprigs, make for a 
wonderful pesto! Tonight’s steak 
will feature a zesty home-plucked 
green sauce, made from...well, 
I’m fairly sure ramps and “planta-
go lanceolato,” a bitter medicinal 
Austrian plant, used for coughs, I 
think.  Along with a beverage of 
boiled pine needles. Other table 
condiments may include bottles 
of Benadryl, charcoal and Ipecac. 
I’m likely soon to see my culinary 
popularity soar!

THERAPY 
JAR

BY DANA PAGE

The Dutchess County Tick 
Task Force will hold its annu-
al Tick Educational Event on 
Tuesday, July 19, 2022, from 
6-8 p.m. utilizing the Zoom 
platform and will include infor-
mative presentations from the 
following top research profes-
sionals.

6:05 P.M. Emily Mader, 
The New York State Tick Blitz: 
Community-Based Science in 
Vector-Borne Disease Preven-
tion 

6:20 p.m. Brian Falton, 
Two New Clinical Initiatives at 
Columbia – The Cohen Center 

for Health and Recovery from 
Tick-Borne  Diseases and The 
New National Clinical Trials 
Network

6:35 p.m. Saravan Than-
gamani, Ph.D., Statewide Tick 
Surveillance Research - Track-
ing the Emergence of Ticks and 
Tick-Borne Diseases in New 
York).

6:50 p.m. Holly Ahern, 
SUNY Adirondack, Diagnostic 
Testing  for Lyme Disease: Are 
Accurate Tests on the Horizon.

7:05 p.m. Dr. Richard 
Horowitz, Novel Persister Drug 
Regimens in the Treatment of 

Chronic Lyme Disease/PTLDS
7:20 p.m. Mason Kauff-

man, Advances in Integrated 
Tick Management.

7:35 p.m. Brian F. Leydet 
Jr., MPH, PHD, Lyme Disease 
in Deer and Tick "Scare" Envi-
ronments.

7:50 p.m. Monica Gulia-
Nuss, Tick Ecology and Tick-
Borne Diseases in California

Anyone wishing to join the 
event should contact the Clerk 
of the Legislature at countyleg-
islature@dutchessny.gov or 
call 845-486-2100 for Zoom 
information or call-in number.  

Questions and comments will be 
accepted via email to the Clerk 
of the Legislature at countyleg-
islature@dutchessny.gov.  

The event will be record-
ed and posted on the Tick 
Task Force website at: www.
dutchessny.gov/Departments/
County-Legislature/Tick-Task-
Force.htm.

ANNUAL TICK EDUCATIONAL EVENT 
BY HV NEWS WEEKEND STAFF
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around town

BY HEIDI JOHNSON

Catching up on a few events 
from the past three weeks…
The Stanford Memorial Day pa-

rade and ceremony were both won-
derful and moving as usual.  Char-
lie Shaw of the American Legion 
again hosted the ceremony which 
included an invocation by Rev. Mi-
chael Shafer, laying of the wreaths 
on the four war memorials, a 21-
gun salute, and playing of Taps and 
the National Anthem.  This year we 
also had two special guest speak-
ers, Mark Lagus and Leevi Ernits.  
Leevi is a native of Estonia and she 
is understandably passionate about 
supporting the Ukrainian people 
in their defense of their country 
against Russian occupation. Here 
are a few excerpts from both each 
of their remarks:

Charlie: “The Military Banner 
Program came about as a result of 
a few people/organizations com-
ing up with the same idea – our 
town needed banners for our vet-
erans.  Today we have 29 banners 
along both Route 82 and Hunns 
Lake Road. The banner here at the 
monument is that of Leroy Camp-
bell.  He was one of four boys from 
a family who went off to fight in 
World War II.  He died March 26, 
1945,  and is buried in the Neth-
erlands American Cemetery.  He 
was a Private 1st Class and was 
awarded the Bronze Star and Pur-
ple Heart. The care of his grave has 
been adopted by a family living in 
the town where he is buried.”

Mark: “Taking place as tanks 
roll across a peaceful European 
country whose citizens are being 
terrorized, and whose cities are be-
ing reduced to rubble as we speak, 
this Memorial Day is unlike any 
we imagined that we would see. 

Estonia’s first post-Soviet presi-
dent, Lennart Meri, once said ‘Eu-
rope is not a geography – it is a set 
of values and principles.’  If that be 
so, then let the West be not only a 
place, but a commitment to decen-
cy and humanity which must be 
defended.”

Leevi: “I live down the road 
from here but I was born and raised 
in Estonia, another country that the 
sick old murderer in the Kremlin 
doesn’t think has the right to exist. 
Today, Estonia is a free democratic 
country again, belonging to NATO 
which means we won’t be the first 
ones anymore who get attacked and 
deported from our homes.  Among 
the rotating NATO troops in Esto-
nia are the American units.  The 
gentlemen from the older genera-
tion Estonians still call those young 
Americans ‘yankees’.  Let’s hope 
that the Yankees keep winning …
and that the strange ways of world 
politics will not take them away 
from places where just their pres-
ence could save a small nation.”

Many thanks to the many in-
dividuals and organizations who 
made this year’s Memorial Day pa-
rade and ceremony as moving and 
meaningful as always.  We have an 
amazing community.

Stanford’s Inaugural 
Pride Celebration 

I missed this event because I 
had to work, but friends of mine 
who participated/attended the first 
annual Stanford Pride parade and 
celebration said it was wonderful 
and very well attended.  Supervisor 
Wendy Burton read a proclama-
tion, followed by remarks by Gov. 
Hochul’s representative Matt Mc-
Morrow. It was clearly a well-run 
and enjoyable event.  Thank you to 
the organizing committee and all 
of the volunteers who made this in-
augural event such a great success!

Stanford Grange 
Strawberry Festival

This is one of the Grange’s most 

popular events in any given year.  
This year’s Strawberry Festival is 
coming up this Saturday, June 18 
and will feature a hamburger/hot 
dog lunch, and homemade straw-
berry shortcake with local hand-
picked berries. Tickets are just $17 
per person. For reservations, please 
call 845-868-7869

Farmers and Makers Fair 
at Big Rock Market

Big Rock Market’s Farmers and 
Makers Fair will be held this com-
ing Saturday, June 18 from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.  A dozen or more farmers, 
bakers and artists will be on hand 
to share their wares.  This event 
was hugely popular last year and is 
worth the drive from nearby towns.  
Please visit bigrockmarketny.com 
for more information.

TBRS Cornhole Tournament
If you are blessed, as I am, to 

know the Kiernan Family, Joe, 
Jill, Aevary and Aiden, you may 
be aware that Jill is a founding 
member of the non-profit group 
Tatton-Brown Rahman Syndrome 
community.  This group is hosting 
a night of food trucks, music, wine, 
dancing, cornhole, and family fun 
at the Millbrook Vineyards & Win-
ery to benefit the Tatton Brown 
Rahman Syndrome Community in 
honor of Aevary.  The event will be 
held on August 14 from 4 – 8 p.m. 
and all are welcome. Jill Kiernan 
says, “We hope to see you there! 
If you are interested in sponsoring 
this event or volunteering, please 

email info@tbrsyndrome.org.”

Second Annual town 
wide yard sale

Another second annual event 
– the Town Wide Yard Sale – will 
be held on Saturday, July 2 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  This event is a 
collaboration between the Stanford 
Business Association and Stanford 
Grange.  Spaces are free on the 
Grange front lawn, or you can have 
your sale at your house and get on 
the list/map by emailing Katie Fal-
lon at kathleenef889@gmail.com.  

Stanford Fire Company Golf 
Tournament to Benefit Stanford 

Rec Center
The Stanford Fire Company is 

graciously donating the proceeds 
from their annual golf tournament 
to the Rec Park Improvement proj-
ect.  The tournament will be held on 
July 22 at James Baird State Park.  
Flyers are available at the Town 
Clerk’s office open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays and are 
also available at the Stanford Li-
brary.  Have a fun day of golf and 
help support our wonderful recre-
ation center’s upcoming renovation 
project.  Sounds like a win-win to 
me!

So many summer events to 
enjoy!  See you next Wednesday.

Heidi Johnson can be reached 
at 845-392-4348 or heidij08751@
gmail.com.

Memorial Day ceremony at Bangall Memorial Park in Stanfordville. Photo by Heidi Johnson.
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GOLDEN LIVING

BY TODD N. TANCREDI

News for Seniors, Their 
Families and Caregivers

OFA ACTIVITIES FOR 
WORLD ELDER ABUSE 

AWARENESS DAY
For many years, OFA has 

provided older adults and 
caregivers with resources to 
protect themselves from scams 
and elder abuse. The extent of 
elder abuse is difficult to measure. 

About 260,000 older adults 
are victimized in New York State 
each year, but may more cases go 
unreported or undetected. With 
World Elder Abuse Awareness 
Day taking place on June 15th, 
OFA Friendship Centers are 
hosting a series of presentations 
to help older adults advocate for 
themselves, as well as provide 
caregivers with key information 
on protecting the people for whom 
they care.

Tuesday, June 14th, 11 am – 

OFA Outreach Coordinator Brian 
Jones, and Heather Ohlson of 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Dutchess County Family and 
Consumer Education division; 
Tri-Town OFA Friendship Center, 
1576 US 44 (Main St.), Pleasant 
Valley. Call 845-275-8565 for 
details.

Wednesday, June 15th – 
Heather Ohlson; Millerton OFA 
Friendship Center, 28 Century 
Blvd. Call 518-789-3081 for 
details.

Thursday, June 16th, 10:45 
a.m. – David Lederman, New 
York State Attorney General’s 
Office, City of Poughkeepsie OFA 
Friendship Center, 114 Delafield 
St. Call 845-486-2555 for details.

SIGNS THAT SOMEONE 
MAY BE HARMING YOU
There’s no one profile that 

would fit a person who commits 
elder abuse. Older adults may be 
abused by spouses, partners, adult 
children, other family members, 
caregivers, neighbors, or others. 
The abuse may be physical, 

sexual, emotional, or financial, 
with several forms of abuse 
possibly happening at the same 
time.

If you suspect you are the 
victim of elder abuse, the National 
Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later 
Life (ncall.us) recommends 
watching for these signs from 
people close to you. Do they:

• Try to limit the amount of time 
you spend with friends and family, 
or on the phone or internet?

• Scare you, threaten you, and 
make you feel fearful, or call you 
names?

• Make you feel as if you need 
to ‘walk on eggshells” to prevent 
their anger?

• Make you do things you don’t 
want to do, possibly threatening to 
put you in a nursing home if you 
don’t comply?

• Touch you or force you to do 
sexual things you don’t want to 
do?

• Take money and possessions 
from you without your permission?

• Refuse to provide care, or 
provide care in a hurtful way?

• Throw or break items that are 
important to you?

Additionally, have family or 
friends expressed their concern, 
or are your family members and 
friends afraid to visit?

If you are in danger, call 911. 
Your safety is first and foremost.

You’re not the only one in this 
situation. You can talk to someone 
confidentially for support and 
information. Dutchess County’s 
Division of Adult Protective 
Services is available at 845-486-
3300, and the New York OCFS 
Human Services Call Center 
Bureau of Adult Services helpline 
is at 844-697-3505. Callers are 
encouraged to provide names and 
phone numbers for follow-up by 
local departments, but anonymous 
calls are also accepted.

Golden Living is prepared by 
the Dutchess County Office for 
the Aging, 114 Delafield Street, 
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601, 
telephone 845-486-2555, email: 
ofa@dutchessny.gov website: 
www.dutchessny.gov/aging.

The Dutchess County 
Department of Behavioral & 
Community Health (DBCH) is 
again partnering with the Dutchess 
County SPCA to host a free 
rabies vaccine clinic for pets on 
Saturday, June 25 at the Fishkill 
Town Hall located at 807 Route 
52 in Fishkill. The clinic will run 
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  with free 
parking available.  Registration 
is required, walk ins will not be 
accommodated. Registration 
is open and can be done by 
visiting the DCSPCA website 
at  dutchesscountyspca.as.me/
RabiesClinic. Pre-registrations 
can also be made by calling the 
DCSPCA at 845-452-7722, x425

Conducted by the Dutchess 
County SPCA, this clinic will 
offer Dutchess County residents 

the opportunity to obtain rabies 
shots free of charge for their dogs, 
cats, and domestic ferrets three 
months of age and older. Proof 
of residency is required.  Non-
residents will be charged a fee 
of $10 per pet vaccinated. All 
dogs must be on leash, and cats 
and domestic ferrets must be in 
carriers. Vaccinations will be good 
for three years for pets with proper 
proof of a prior immunization. 
For those without proof, the 
vaccination will be good for one 
year.

In New York State, rabies shots 
are required for all cats, dogs, 
and domestic ferrets by the age 
of four months. Animals must 
always remain up to date on rabies 
shots. Revaccination is required 
on a regular schedule to keep 

the animal properly immunized 
against the rabies virus. Owners 
can be fined up to $200 if they fail 
to get their pets vaccinated and 
keep them up to date.

If a pet is not up-to-date on 
its rabies vaccination and fights 
with a rabid or suspect-rabid 
animal, the pet must be promptly 
destroyed or placed in quarantine 
for six months to protect other 
animals and people in case the pet 
develops rabies. These mandates 
do not apply to a vaccinated pet in 
the same situation. In such cases, 
only a booster dose of rabies 
vaccine would be given within 
five days to treat the pet.

The Dutchess County 
Department of Behavioral and 
Community Health is available 
24/7 to assist with any questions 

or concerns regarding potential 
rabies exposure to people or 
domestic animals. Pet owners 
should report to DCBH any 
incident in which their pet has 
been bitten by or has an open 
wound exposed to the saliva or 
nervous tissue of a domestic or 
wild animal. Staff will investigate 
and advise the pet owner of any 
necessary steps they should take to 
ensure the safety of their animal. 

DBCH ask residents who see 
an animal acting strangely to 
contact their local police agency. 
If a person has been bitten, or 
a domestic pet is bitten or is in 
contact with any animal, contact 
DBCH immediately at 845-486-
3404 Monday through Friday 
9AM-5PM, or 845-431-6465 on 
nights and weekends.

COUNTY TO OFFER FREE RABIES CLINIC
BY HV NEWS STAFF
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