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BY CAROLINE CAREY
In celebration of America’s Independence Day, the
Silo Ridge Community Foundation, in partnership
with the Amenia Fire Company and AmeniaWassaic Community Organization, is pleased to
present a free firework display for the community.
The unforgettable show will commence on July 4th

Discover Route 82 in Stanfordville...

PAGE 9

at 9:30 p.m.
The display will be put on by Fireworks
Extravaganza, a professional pyrotechnics company
who specialize in safe, beautiful fireworks shows.
Details on viewing and parking logistics will be
Continued on page 3 >>

HARLEM VALLEY ARRESTED DEVELOPMENTS
·
On June 19, deputies
responded to 52 South Quaker Hill
Road in the Town of Pawling for
criminal mischief to a dwelling.
The homeowner reported that
the residence was damaged by
a suspect known to him. The
investigation is on-going at this
time
·
On June 21, deputies
responded to Kirby Hill Road in
Pawling for a possible aggravated
harassment complaint.
The
complainant reported receiving
a series of phone calls from
an unknown male caller who
repeatedly asked if he can have
sex with the complainant’s farm
animals. The investigation is
ongoing.

·
On June 22, deputies
responded to 55 Route 22 in the
Town of Pawling for the larceny
of four tires and damage that was
done to the bed of a pickup truck.
The investigation is ongoing
·
On June 22, deputies
responded to Clearview Road in
Dover for a domestic disturbance.
Stephen Extanc, 64, was arrested
for criminal contempt in the
first degree, a felony. He was
subsequently
arraigned
and
remanded to Dutchess County Jail
in lieu of $5,000/10,000/10,000
bail.
· On June 23, deputies
responded to Winchell Mountain
Road / Pulver Road in North East
for a single motorcycle collision.

The operator was transported to
MHRH with non-life-threatening
injuries.
· On June 25, deputies
responded to Berkshire Road in
Dover for a report of criminal
mischief to a vehicle.
The
nvestigation is ongoing
· On June 25, deputies
investigated a reported larceny
of used cooking oil from Four
Brothers in the Town of Amenia.
The investigation is ongoing
· On June 26, deputies
investigated a reported larceny
of used cooking oil from the
Jump Start Deli in Millerton.
Used cooking oil has a value
for criminals who sell the oil in
illegitimate markets. The oil has

value as it is commonly converted
into bio-diesel fuel. This crime
may increase in frequency with
rising fuel prices.
If you have any information
relative to the aforementioned
criminal cases, or any other
suspected criminal activity please
contact the Dutchess County
Sheriff’s Office tip line at 845-605CLUE (2583) or email dcsotips@
gmail.com. All information will
be kept confidential.

general election in November.
Incumbent Supervisor Victoria
Perotti holds a narrow, seven vote
lead over challenger Julie Doran,
prompting Doran to tell Hudson
Valley News, “The results were
so close, only a handful of votes
separated us. We look forward
to working hard in the general
election.”
Brad Rebillard, a

council candidate who appears
to have won, said, “Absentee
ballots hae yet to be counted.
Let’s see what develops.”
Council candidate Jamie Vitiello
observed, “A close primary
against long time incumbents
highlights people’s desire for
change and can only be viewed
as positive for Amenia Strong.”
Regardless of the final
primary tally, the Amenia Strong
candidates will be on the ballot in
November as they have qualified
as a legitimate political party
with their own line.
Incumbent Councilman James
Morris led all candidates with
122 votes followed by Rebillard
with 106, Vitiello with 105 and
incumbent Michele Somogyi last
with 101. The supervisor’s race
was Perotti with 114 votes to
Doran’s 107 before any absentees

were counted.
At issue in November will
be the current board’s history of
higher taxes, transparency issues
and the fate of the town garage.
The Amenia Strong team intends
to press Perotti and her board for
fiscal mismanagement during
their tenure. Amenia Strong will
attempt to make the case that
Amenia can attract new business
and smart growth without
increasing taxes. All in, it looks
like a spirited campaign is in the
offing this fall.

PLEASE NOTE: All subjects
arrested and charged are alleged
to have committed the crime
and are presumed innocent until
proven guilty and are to appear in
local courts at a later date.

AMENIA PRIMARY NOT QUITE OVER

BY JIM LANGAN
The
highly
anticipated
Republican primary in Amenia
did not disappoint and the final
results are contingent on the
counting of the absentee ballots
shortly before we go to press on
Tuesday. In almost every contest
for town council and supervisor,
the margins are razor thin and
likely point to close races in the
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FIREWORKS

posted on https://ameniawassaic.
org/programs/.
“We are thrilled to bring this
spectacular firework show to the
Amenia-Wassaic community so
that everyone can enjoy a safe and
fun family celebration of America” said Jamie Vitiello, a board
member of both organizations.
The Silo Ridge Community
Foundation provides resources

to qualified nonprofit community
organizations serving the Amenia-Wassaic area that promote
community services, arts and education, health, and conservation
efforts. The Foundation is supported by Silo Ridge Field Club
members and guests, as well as
local community members. Together with local organizations,
the Silo Ridge Community Foundation will magnify the impact for
good in Amenia and the surrounding areas. Through partnerships

with nonprofits, the foundation
can help address hunger, veteran
reintegration, seniors, education,
conservation, and community enhancement.
The Amenia-Wassaic Community Organization provides
resources to qualified nonprofit
community organizations serving the Amenia-Wassaic area that
promote community services, arts
and education, health, and conservation efforts. The AWCO,
alongside its partners, is a not-for-

profit organization committed to
connecting the Amenia-Wassaic
community. Through thoughtful partnerships, teamwork, and
fundraising, the Amenia-Wassaic Community Organization will
establish and support exceptional
new facilities, parks, trails, town
improvements, public spaces, and
community programs for all ages.
And will work collaboratively to
make Amenia a better place for all
who live, work and play there.

GO FISH!
BY ALYSSA KOGON
Last year the Amenia Lions
Club had to make a tough decision. Their annual Ralph Vinchiarello Kids’ Fishing Derby would
have to be put on hold leaving
many youngsters missing the long
running event. Now, with Covid
precautions easing, the free happening will take place on July
11th, rain or shine.
Lions Club acting President
Lori Hale is very pleased that area
children will have the opportunity to put out their reels and enjoy
the pleasures of a simple morning
without electronic distractions.
“There is nothing more priceless than seeing a youngster pull
in their very first fish, no matter
how small it is,” she said. All fish
are weighed in no matter the size.
Hale also explained that the club

had been very lucky during the
pandemic that none of the members got sick. She is thankful that
the group is composed of a wide
range of age groups, allowing activities to be held in modified formats.
Hale, a three term leader, explained that the Lions Club took
only a short pause to figure out
how to operate in the difficult last
year. Meetings were held outside and then on Zoom when the
weather became less cooperative.
With restrictions, the annual car
show and golf tournament took
place. Their most popular event,
the 300 Club Dinner, became a
take-out occasion. “The community has been extremely supportive of us,” she beamed.
This year’s Fishing Derby will
take place as
usual at Vinchiarello’s
Pond, right
behind the
Freshtown
Market.
Fishermen
and
their
families
should enter
the property from Old
A young fisherman at Vinchiarello's Pond. Photos submitted. North Road.

Ralph Vinchiarello and his wife Flo
were kind neighbors
who always allowed
the
neighborhood
children to utilize the
pond. When the couple passed, their family kept the tradition
alive in honor of their
parents. Hale believes
the derby has been operating for at least 25
years. All area children, age 15 or under,
may participate for
fun and prizes. Hale
confides that she has seen babies
as young as six-month-old attend,
with mom or dad lending a hand.
She also loves watching participants growing up, becoming more
proficient at the sport, and helping
younger kids put out their lines.
Youngsters who attend can expect a fun day fishing with a free
hot dog lunch for each angler.
Adults must pay for their meals.
The pond is stocked with fish before the happening with sunnies,
bullheads, and bass being the most
prolific catch. Word on the street
is there are trout in the pond but
no one has ever caught one. Renny’s Deli in Dover Plains provides
the worms. Poles are not provid-

Ralph Vinchiarello.

ed but the club does hace a few
on hand just in case. There is no
pre-registration, simply show up
from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
Prizes are awarded according
to three age groups based on fish
weight. Additionally, there is a
prize for the most fish caught, no
matter how big they are. This is
a catch and release program. No
unattended children will be permitted. Dogs, glass containers,
throwing rocks, and casting and
lures are strictly prohibited. Masks
are available for those that would
like them and social distancing
is encouraged. If you would like
more information, please contact
Lori Hale at bjdhale@gmail.com.
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DUTCHESS PROPOSES YOUTH DEER HUNTING
County will opt-in to state pilot program

BY HV NEWS STAFF
The
Dutchess
County
Legislature will consider opting
into a New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation
pilot program to allow 12-and
13-year-olds to hunt deer within
Dutchess County. Established in
the 2021 New York State Budget,
this two-year pilot will evaluate
the ability of younger hunters to
hunt deer safely and humanely.
Currently, 12-and 13-year-olds
are allowed to hunt small game
mammals (squirrels, rabbits,
raccoon) and game birds (turkey,
pheasant, duck, geese). Under
the pilot’s regulations, the junior
hunter age for deer would be
lowered from 14-years-old to
12. For deer hunting, they will

GOLDEN LIVING
News for Seniors, Their
Families and Caregivers

BY TODD N. TANCREDI

SUMMER 2021 “SPOTLIGHT
ON SENIORS”
The Summer 2021 edition of
the Office for the Aging’s quarterly newsletter Spotlight on Seniors
is now available. You can see the
newsletter online, along with back
issues, by going to www.dutchessny.gov/aging and clicking on the
Spotlight on Seniors link.
If you would like to become
a regular email subscriber to
the Spotlight on Seniors and our
weekly Aging News, sign up via
www.dutchessny.gov/DutchessDelivery, which you can also use
to subscribe to alerts and newsletters from other Dutchess County
government departments. The
Aging News is emailed every Friday, and homebound clients of our
Home Delivered Meals program

be allowed to use a crossbow,
shotgun,
or
muzzle-loading
firearm.
“For many, hunting is a valued
family and cultural tradition,”
said Chairman Gregg Pulver.
“Expanding access for junior
hunters is a perfect opportunity to
teach and engrain proper hunter
safety as well as expanding our
pipeline of recreational hunters.
In response to a diminishing
population of natural predators,
NYSDEC is seeking to attract
more people to hunting to avoid
increasing the use of culls in
local deer management plans.
Maintaining the proper level of
deer population is critical to our
ecosystem.”

“For decades, junior hunters
have proven their ability to safely
and humanely hunt small and big
game,” said Assistant Majority
Leader John Metzger who is
also a member of NYSDEC
Region 3 Fish and Wildlife
Management Board. “This is a
natural and necessary expansion
of hunting opportunities for
youth and we have heard an
outpouring of support from the
hunting community. Hunting
develops a love and respect for the
environment and natural world
and I’m glad more people will
have a chance to experience it."
In order to protect the health
and safety of the hunter, youth
hunter, and general public as

well as to ensure humane hunting
practices, state law requires that
the minor be accompanied by
their parent or legal guardian, or
by a person designated in writing
who is 21 years of age or older,
and that such parent, guardian or
person has had at least three years
experience in hunting deer. The
adult must have a hunting license,
maintain physical control over the
minor at all times while hunting,
and the adult and the minor remain
at ground level at all times while
hunting.
This resolution will appear
on the Legislature’s July 8th
committee meeting and July 12th
board meeting.

receive weekly print copies.
If you have subscribed to receive a print copy of the Spotlight
through regular mail, you should
receive it within the next few
weeks. If you don’t have internet
access and want to be on our mailing list, you can request a copy of
the Spotlight to be mailed by calling the office at 845-486-2555.
The Spotlight will also be distributed at all Dutchess County
public libraries. If you manage a
senior housing complex or a medical office with a significant senior
clientele, we can drop off a supply while they remain available.
Email OFA Outreach Coordinator
Brian Jones at bjones@dutchessny.gov to find out more.

OFA. That can mean our emails
never make it to your inbox. If
you don’t immediately see our
emails, check your spam filters
and reclassify any OFA emails as
“not spam.” That may help your
ISP send more emails to their correct destination.

SNAP, Medicaid, or Lifeline;
· Approved to receive benefits
under the free and reduced-price
school lunch program or the
school breakfast program;
· Received a Federal Pell Grant
during the current award year;
· Experienced a substantial
loss of income due to job loss or
furlough since February 29, 2020
and the household had a total income in 2020 at or below $99,000
for single filers and $198,000 for
joint filers; or
· Meets the eligibility criteria
for a participating provider's existing low-income or COVID-19
program.
For additional details, visit
www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit or
contact your broadband provider.

WHERE’D MY OFA
EMAIL GO?
If you use an email address
provided by your internet service
provider (ISP), sometimes their
email programs’ spam filters mistakenly classify legitimate emails
as spam, including emails from

NEW EMERGENCY BROADBAND BENEFIT
The Emergency Broadband
Benefit (EBB) is a new Federal
Communications
Commission
(FCC) program, aimed at helping
families and households struggling to afford internet service
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
EBB provides a discount of up to
$50 per month toward broadband
service for eligible households.
According to the FCC, a household is eligible for EBB if a member of the household meets one of
the criteria below:
· Has an income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines or participates in certain assistance programs, such as

{4} June 30 - July 6, 2021 • editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com • THE HUDSON VALLEY NEWS - AMENIA & WASSAIC

Golden Living is prepared by
the Dutchess County Office for
the Aging, 114 Delafield Street,
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601,
telephone 845-486-2555, email:
ofa@dutchessny.gov
website:
www.dutchessny.gov/aging.

DUTCHESS COUNTY
COVID UPDATE
BY HV NEWS STAFF
A variety of incentives have
been offered to entice residents to
be vaccinated against COVID-19:
Yankees tickets, free college
tuition, and even one million
dollars.
But perhaps none are sweeter
than the opportunity in the City
of Poughkeepsie this Wednesday,
June 30 from 2 to 6 p.m. Visit
the Dr. Martin Luther King
Gardens development and get
free ice cream at an ice cream
truck and ask medical experts at
an accompanying vaccination
van anything about the vaccines.
Vaccinations will also be available
to those interested in obtaining
the one dose Johnson & Johnson
or two dose Pfizer shots.
The offer comes as vaccinations
have slowed throughout Dutchess
County. The City of Poughkeepsie
has among the lowest vaccination
rates in the county. Vaccine
availability has also changed with
the decline in interest, as the state
has closed some mass vaccination
sites and the county-run points of
distribution are not scheduled to
be open in the next week, at least.
Vaccinations, though, are readily
available at many pharmacies and
medical offices.
Those attending on Wednesday
are not required to receive a
shot to get free ice cream. The
event at 159 Washington Street
in Poughkeepsie is being put on
in association between the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development, the U.S.
Health Resources and Services
Administration, and Sun River

Health. In the event of rain,
vaccinations will be available in
the community center.
Despite the state lifting
COVID-19 restrictions last week
upon reaching a plateau in which
70% of those ages 18-and-over
had received at least one vaccine
dose, the state has not reached
herd immunity and the rate of
inoculation has slowed since
early spring.
In Dutchess, as of late last
week according to county and
state data, more than 57% of all
residents had received at least
one vaccine dose, more than 51%
were fully vaccinated, and more
than 67% of the 18-and-over
population had received at least
one dose. But, fewer than 2,000
new residents received their first
shot in the seven-day span that
ended last Wednesday.
Around the county, there are six
zip codes with at least a thousand
residents in which more than
half of them have not received at
least one shot, according to state
data. One of them is 12601, the
largest zip code in the county,
encompassing all of the City of
Poughkeepsie and some of the
Town of Poughkeepsie. Less
than 48% of its roughly 44,000
residents have received at least
one dose.
The cities of Poughkeepsie and
Beacon, and eastern Dutchess
areas of Stormville, Amenia
and Wassaic, have among the
lowest rates in the county, with
LaGrangeville and Stanfordville
also hovering at around 50%.

ITS OKAY TO TALK BACK TO US.
Email your Letter to the Editor to editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com.

criticize the nation of their birth. It
is especially galling when you conOPINION sider the number of immigrants who
USUALLY RIGHT arrive without a dime to their name
and not speaking the language,
BY JIM LANGAN
build a life for themselves and seem
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA to have two kids at Harvard in one
Without question the 4th of July generation. The term work ethis one of my favorite holidays. It ic comes to mind. So I don’t want
marks the adoption of the Decla- to hear about what’s wrong with
ration of Independence on July 4, America from anybody. Opportuni1776 and thus America was born. ty is here for the taking.
Before America was its own counOkay, the history lesson and
try, it was comprised of 13 colo- speech is over. Allow me to tell you
nies established by Great Britain. how I plan to celebrate my country’s
By 1775 an estimated 2.5 million birthday. I will start with a bowl of
settlers lived in those colonies. Ten- special issue red, white and blue
sions began to develop when Great Rice Krispies replete with blueberBritain began passing legislation ries for emphasis. Then it’s off to a
that gave it more control within the 4th of July parade and some hootcolonies (think federal control) and ing and hollering for our military
began taxing the colonists heavily and first responders as they march
to finance the cost of the French and proudly by. Then I’ll head over to
Indian War. None of the tax reve- Foster’s Coach House in Rhinebeck
nues were used to benefit the strug- for a cold beer under their glorious
gling colonists and they soon began tent festooned with American Flag
objecting to taxation
bunting. By then I’ll
without representation.
“America has be ready for a little
Events like the Boston evolved into the air conditioning and
Massacre and the Bosmy annual viewing
ton Tea Party exacer- greatest country of former Stanfordbated tensions. When in the world...” ville resident James
the British attempted
Cagney in “Yankee
to confiscate weapons from the col- Doodle Dandy,” the 1942 film clasonists, those tensions resulted in the sic about George M. Cohan and his
Battles of Lexington and Concord in patriotism. I confess that I actually
April 1775. Sound a little familiar? own a window pane from Cagney’s
Since then America has evolved barn that has been converted into a
into the greatest country in the mirror.
world and the envy of all those who
Then it’s off to beautiful Ameroot for its demise. There have been nia, past the rolling hills and farms,
plenty of missteps along the way, to see the fireworks put on by Silo
from slavery to foreign entangle- Ridge at 9:30. It doesn’t get much
ments, but there’s a reason you see more American than that. And then
millions of desperate souls trying to I get to celebrate another great birthget into America by any means nec- day on July 5th. That is my son’s
essary. They know this is truly the birthday even though I have driven
land of the free and a place where him nuts over the years rehashing
anything is possible if you apply the story of hoping he would be
yourself.
born on the 4th of July as his mothThis is one of the many reasons er glared at me saying she was not
I find myself angry and frustrated in labor. I’m happy to report things
when I see people who have been have worked out well for America,
here for generations and given ev- and for my son.
ery opportunity to better themselves
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behavior and looked like a
certain loser.
•

•

•

•

•

Sometime TV host and
ex-Mariah Carey husband,
Nick Cannon, announced
he’ll be having his fourth
baby, with three different
birth Mamas, within six
months. As Groucho Marx
once famously told a contestant on his TV show who had
fathered 11 children, “Hey, I
like my cigar but I take it out
once in a while.” Cannon also
has twins with Carey.
We hear rapper Post Malone
has purchased a house in
Rhinebeck. It appears he likes •
the area as he has been spotted quite a few times locally
in the last year. There’s also a
whisper that "Today" co-host
Jenna Bush Hager just bought
a place in Clinton near her pal
Savannah Guthrie.
•
Once again, can we hear it for
those brave men and women we call first responders.
Watching them climb into the
smoldering rubble of that collapsed building in Florida was
breathtaking. The astounding
thing is these brave souls
are in every
community
in America.
Thank you
all.
Hypocrisy
was on full
display
in
Hyde Park
last
week
as Dutchess
County Democrats host-

ed a fundraiser for County
Comptroller Robin Lois at
Democrat Committee ViceChair Michael Dupree’s
home. Their special guest
was Lt. Governor Kathy Hochul. What they all have in
common is not one of these
phonies has said a word of
condemnation about Gov.
Cuomo’s sexual harassment
issues. Yet they all purport to
be great advocates for women. I guess only Republican
men are pigs. Puleeze.
We also heard the Lt. Governor’s SUV rear-ended a car
near the intersection of Crum
Elbow and Cardinal Road
shortly after leaving the soi•
ree for Robin Lois.
We were a little surprised to
see controversial Poughkeepsie Council member Sarah
Salem defeat popular community advocate and termlimited Councilman Chris
Petsas in last week’s Democrat primary. Salem has been
a train wreck of drunk driving •
charges and bizarre personal

Speaking of Poughkeepsie,
run don’t walk to Kelly’s
Bakery, located behind Cosi- •
mo’s. They have the world’s
greatest croissants, particularly their gruyere ones. Save
the air fare to Paris and hop in
your car.

week. Talk about two wing
nuts that deserve each other.
Plus, Sliwa lives with 15 cats.
Enough said.
The corporate parent of 7-11
has decided to make their
signature Slurpee free for a
month. The company normally makes them free on July 11
to commemorate its founding but heard too
many complaints
of people swamping their stores
that day. Enjoy.
•

An increasingly pathetic Madonna kicked of Pride Week •
with a performance at some
club downtown in New York
City. The 62-year-old singer
sported blue hair and a see
through leather outfit that had
even her most ardent fans
wincing.
Here’s some good news. The
terminally
unfunny Conan O’Brien
signed off for the
final time Friday
night on TBS. Now
if he can only convince Stephen Colbert to follow him
out the door.
• We saw Rudy Giuliani
endorsed
blowhard
Curtis
Sliwa for New York
City mayor last
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Apparently Americans are taking to
roller rinks now
that the pandemic restrictions are
over. Not sure why
but if the spirit
moves you check
out Roller Magic
in Hyde Park. It’s
fun and an instant
trip back to the 1970s.
Finally, a big welcome back
to border visiting VP Kamala
Harris who capped off her big
trip with a return to her home
in Brentwood, California.
Her 15 car motorcade was the
most since OJ Simpson returned home after hacking his
ex-wife and a waiter to death
in the '90s.

A BANG FOR THE FOURTH

HOUSE
of the
WEEK

BY CAROLINE CAREY

599 Grassy Pond Drive, Millerton		

Tucked away
at the top of Mt.
Riga in North East
Dutchess County,
this serene lakeside retreat has
the rustic charm
of a vintage camp
with the comfort
and amenities of
a fully outfitted
mountain house, including solar
power and a generator.
Amid 16 secluded acres,
reached by a
meandering
gravel
road
through protected woodlands are two
dwellings that
sleep 10. At
the edge of a
pristine, crystal
clear lake the
setting could
not be more idyllic. Swimming,

$1,750,000

canoeing, biking, fishing and
exploring the outdoors beckon;
memories waiting to be made.
Located centrally for all, the

farm-to-table dining and entertainment the Hudson Valley
and Berkshire
Mountain region has lots to
offer while just
two hours from
Manhattan by
car or train.
You will be
transported by
this one of kind
property.

Since the 4th of July falls on a Sunday this year, the official holiday
is Monday, July 5. And that means you can really celebrate the fourth
on the fourth and still have the next day off to recover.
And you might need some recovery time after a few of these red
and blue margaritas. They are so tasty that they go down quite easily!
The difference in the two mixes assures that it will stay separate and
stunning.
Happy 4th of July!

FOURTH OF JULY MARGARITA
INGREDIENTS
Mix the schnapps and cranberry
juice in a shaker; pour into an ice-filled
glass.
Muddle the lemon and lime slices,
tequila, blue curacao and simple syrup
(to make a batch, dissolve sugar in
equal parts hot water and chill) in the
shaker. Slowly pour into the glass over
the red layer.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 ounce watermelon
schnapps
1 big splash cranberry
juice
1 slice lemon
1 slice lime
1 1/2 ounces tequila
1/4 ounce blue curacao
1/2 ounce simple syrup
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around town

BY HEIDI JOHNSON

The Class of 2021 graduated
from Stissing Mountain High
School this past Friday night.
Due to COVID restrictions, the
ceremony was held outdoors, and
we lucked out with magnificent
weather.
Valedictorian was
Meredith
Michetti,
and
Salutatioran was Aaminah Syed.
Both of their addresses to the
class and audience were among
the best I have heard in many
years attending graduations as a
Board of Education member and
parent. Sage Douglass and Elliot
Wilser also read essays, and they
were excellent also. I choked up
for all four of them, to be honest,
as these are young people that I
have known for many years – they
are my daughter’s classmates.
(Yes, she graduated too!)
Congratulations to all of the
graduates. This was an incredibly
difficult year, but you persevered,
and you did it! Best of luck in
wherever life takes you from
here.
Stanford Grange 125th
Anniversary Celebration
A reminder that the Stanford
Grange will be celebrating
their 125th anniversary next
Saturday, July 10 at 2 p.m. The
celebration will be held on the
recreation fields behind the
Grange building. Noted guests
and speakers will include: Vice
President of the National Grange
Phil Prelli, President of the New
York State Grange Stephen Coye,
Dutchess County Executive
Marcus Molinaro, Chairman of
the Dutchess County Legislature
Gregg Pulver, and Town of
Stanford Supervisor Wendy

Burton.
Membership awards
will be presented to three Grange
members for 40 years and 65
years of service. Entertainment
will be provided by the Stanford
Junior Grangers, Stanford Grange
Youth, and the Stanfordville
Swingers. Refreshments will be
served following the celebration.
Members of the community are
cordially invited! Please RSVP to
ensure there is enough food and
seating. Visit Stanford Grange
#808 on Facebook to reply. It
really would be great if many of
us helped this great organization
celebrate. They do an awful lot
for us! For more information
contact Grange Secretary Ryan
Orton at 845- 868-7869.
Drive-Through Senior Picnic
Dutchess County Office of
the Aging Senior Picnic will be
held at the Stissing Mountain
Junior/Senior High School next
Wednesday, July 7 from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Seniors aged 60 and
up from the towns of Stanford,
Pine Plains, North East and
Washington are invited to pick up
your free hot lunch on that date.
There is a limit of 300 guests, so
please reserve your spot today by
calling 866-486-2555. You can
reserve your pickup time when
making your reservation.

beginners to regular practicing
yogis. Even lapsed yogis such as
myself! I have been away from
class for several months but miss
it terribly and plan to rejoin this
Friday. Email stanfordlibrary@
optonline.net to register. You
will feel the positive effects of
this ancient practice in just one
class.
July Book Club – The July
book club will be a hybrid
meeting on Monday, July 12 at
4 p.m. You can attend in-person
(outdoors) or via Zoom. This
month’s book is "Cagney," by
John McCabe. Please email the
library to register.
Memorial Bricks Available–
Today is your last chance to
purchase a memorial brick this
round! If you would like to order
a brick to commemorate someone
you love, please visit the library
website, stanfordlibrary.org
Nuts about Natives! An introduction for home gardeners – The
next in the gardening series will
be held on Tuesday, July 20 at
10:00 a.m. via Zoom. Contribute
to wildlife conservation while enhancing the beauty of your home
gardens. This program describes
the role of native trees, shrubs,
perennials and wildflowers, and
offers ideas to begin transforming home landscapes into useful
and beautiful native habitats. You
will learn: the value of native
plants to nature, how to use their
ornamental value to add beauty to
every season, in sun or shade, and
how natives can help solve issues
from shady woodland areas, to
stream beds and wet swales, to
sunny dry slopes. Presented by
Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener
Volunteer, from Cornell Cooperative Extension. Please register
via email.

on July 17 – 18 from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Please call or text Katie
Fallon at the Stanford Grange
if you need a space, or to give
her your address if you will be
participating from your own
location call 845-663-7778.
'Billy Elliot' at CENTER for
Performing Arts at Rhinebeck
"Billy Elliot" opened this
past weekend, and it is truly a
stunning show. The cast is superb
all around, but the superstars are
Henry Fin Berry who plays the
lead role, and Jordan Coates, who
plays his friend Michael. Those
two have talent well beyond their
years, and when they sing and
dance together, it is magic.
The touching story of a
boy from a mining town who
discovers his passion for ballet
was written by Lee Hall with
music by Elton John. It took
home 10 Tony Awards, including
Best Musical. Do not miss it.
Shows start at 5 p.m., so you will
be home early!
Two of the Saturday night
performances will also feature
“talk backs” with the cast. Dates
TBD – please keep an eye on the
website, centerforperformingarts.
org.
Stay cool everyone. See you
next week!

Stanford Library
Upcoming Events
Heidi Johnson can be reached at
Yoga with Mia – Have you
845-392-4348 or heidij08751@
always wanted to try Yoga but
gmail.com.
are not sure it’s for you? Or
you are too shy to try it in a
class setting? I have the perfect
solution! This coming Friday,
July 2 at 11:15 a.m., the Stanford
SHARE YOUR STORIES.
Library will sponsor a free yoga
Email us by 5 p.m. on
session with Mia via Zoom. Mia
Fridays
is an excellent instructor, and
you will love her. There is zero
weekend@
risk and you can participate with
Community Wide Yard
thehudsonvalleynews.com
camera off if you are feeling selfSale Date Set
conscious. All abilities truly
The Stanford Community
can participate, from brand new Wide Yard Sale will be happening
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STANFORDVILLE AWAKENS

BY ALYSSA KOGON
Standfordville has always been
a sleepy hamlet with just a few
small mom and pop business locations scattered up and down the
scenic Route 82 corridor. Until
now! Although the district is not
walkable, happy shoppers have a
plethora of interesting and unique
retail opportunities to motor between for a fun outing. While
there are some old staples, a variety of new and unique establishments have recently taken root
and are well worth a visit.
While McCarthy’s Pharmacy
is certainly not new (it opened
in 1989), the family-owned drug
store is so much more and worthy
of a mention. A pharmacy, convenience store, and now purveyor
of Full Spectrum Hemp products,
it served as a valuable resource
during the pandemic. If you need
anything from gift items to bread
and milk, McCarthy’s has always
been there for the community.
Rooster’s Home and Hardware
Center is also firmly cemented
into Stanfordville retail history,
but with an ever evolving selection of everything from organic
fertilizers to unique lifestyle items
inside their home and decor shop,
everyone is sure to enjoy the experience within.
Located in the historic Campbell House, Big Rock Community
Farm Market specializes in high

ed Church
of Christ’s
basement
thrift shop.
You never
know what
you might
be
lucky
enough
to
bring home.
Le Caviste is a surprisingly sophisticated
shop
Big Rock Community Farm Market. wine
quality, meticulously sourced prolocated on
duce, dairy, meat, baked goods, the corner of Bulls Head Road and
and pantry items in a farmers Route 82. With a reward system
market style store. Selling mostly in place for “regulars,” owner Anlocal products, there are also gift toine is always delighted to make
items, hand baked goods and fresh suggestions to
flowers.
suit any occaBangallworks is a co-work sion or meal.
space that offers the benefits of a The wines are
professional work environment in organized by
and amongst a rural setting. Ban- food pairings
gallworks is open full-time to pri- which any cook
vate members 24/7. They offer can appreciate.
WiFi, scanner/copier, white media
Grand Apolo
projection wall, self-serve kitch- Barbershop sits
enette, conference space, lounge in the plaza in
with a gas fireplace, creekside out- front of Bullsdoor seating/contemplation and head Treasures
trout fishing.
with
several
Bullshead Treasures joins the other new operalready established Bowen An- ations, includtique Barn in offering an organic ing a new cute
flea market style experience. Both coffee
shop,
are housed in Peyo’s Cafe. It
unique open brings the much
spaces with needed personal
fair pricing service to an unand knowl- derserved area.
e d g e a b l e A single chair
staff. If you manned by stylare lucky to ist Apolo allows
be in town on even the most
a
Saturday rural populamorning, be tion to get rid of
sure to stop their Covid hair
into the Unit- without travel-

Bangallworks. File photos.

ing for. Also, in that strip mall is a
design business that stages homes
and offers interior design expertise. French Shui by Veronique
is an especially valuable tool for
those looking to upgrade their surroundings.
Finally, when hunger strikes be
sure to stop by Coyote Flaco for a
truly authentic Mexican food experience in colorful surroundings
or di Sarno Pizza for tasty Italian
fare.
We would be remiss if we did
not give a nod to the brand new
Stanford Free Library, now located proudly on Route 82. The
library services the community
with a variety of programming in
a beautiful space.

Bowen Barn.

LR Caviste.
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WEST
POINT
1955
BY JACK CONKLIN

STORMIN’ NORMAN
AND THE GULF WAR

This year marks the 30th anniversary of Operation Desert
Storm, the allied effort to remove
Saddam Hussein’s forces from
Kuwait.
The Iraqis invaded Kuwait on
the 2nd of August of 1990 over a
dispute over oil production. The
U.N. condemned the invasion
and the Saudis requested U.S.
help to defend against a possible Iraqi invasion. On the 8th of
August the U.S. sent troops under Operation Desert Shield. The
following buildup of forces led to
Operation Desert Storm.
U.S. General H. Norman
Schwarzkopf, Commander-inChief of Central Command, was
responsible for planning and executing the shortest and most
successful war in U.S. history.
The battle plan is considered a
“classic” and will be studied by
future military planners for years
to come. It consisted of a “feint,”
a “secondary” attack designed to

engage and hold the enemy, and
a “main” attack consisting of an
envelopment to destroy the main
body of the enemy.
The “feint” was the possibility of a Naval amphibious landing at Kuwait City. For the “secondary” attack, the Marines and
Saudis were to engage and hold
the enemy, while the “main” attack was an envelopment by the
U.S. Army’s VII Corps to destroy
the Republican Guard. Like all
battle plans, things don’t always
go as planned. In this case, the
Marines, who were to engage
and hold, destroyed the Iraqis,
drove them back in full retreat,
not leaving enough time for the
“main” attack to get into position.
100 hours after the start of the
ground campaign, the battle ended, an epic accomplishment!
Readers of my column, know
that Norm was a classmate of
mine, USMA Class of 1956.
What is not common knowledge,
are the tributes to Gen H. Norman
Schwarzkopf at the conclusion of
Desert Storm. He was Knighted
by Queen Elizabeth, and honored
with three victory parades in New
York, Washington and Tampa. He
was featured at the Indianapolis
Five Hundred and the Kentucky
Derby. The French made him and
honorary member of the French

General Norman Schwarzkopf during the Gulf War. Photos submitted.

Foreign
Legion. Jack Anderson wrote
a book entitled “Stormin
Norman.
An American
Hero” and Telluride Ski resort named a
black diamond
trail, “Stormin
Norman.”
But the best
of
“StormDeising's in Kingston.
in’ Norman”
trivia belongs
to the Hudson
Valley. A European
style
bakery
and
café in Kingston features a
breakfast menu
item
called
“the Stormin’
Norman.” DeThe menu at Deising's in Kingston.
ising’s Bakery is located in the in Vietnam and restore the confiold section of Kingston near the dence in the U.. Military. Mission
archeological site of the original accomplished.
stockade. The café features a dinNorman died in December of
ing room named for its collection 2012 in Tampa, Florida at age 78.
of hand carved cuckoo clocks, He will be remembered as one of
“Das Kuckuck Zimmer.” The America’s great Generals.
walls of the room are lined with
Jack Conklin is a West Point
more than 40 wooden clocks, the
atmosphere is definitely German. grad, a retired businessman, and is
The name “Schwarzkopf” feels interested in local history. He has
written several articles for history
right at home!
Desert Storm had 750,000 societies and local newspapers.
troops from 35 nations. 500,000
were from the
U.S. military.
More than were
in Vietnam at
its peak and
the Gulf War
logistical build
up took place
in months not
years as in Vietnam. Schwarzkopf
wanted
to correct the
Nancy Conklin with Schwarzkopf at a West Point class reunion.
Photo submitted.
mistakes made
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BY CAROLINE CAREY
Celebrate
Independence
Day and summer across the
Hudson Valley with parades,
live music, food vendors, and,
of course, dazzling fireworks
shows. Summer events are back
in the Hudson Valley, and local
fireworks are ready to light up the
night sky.
Independence Day brings a
slew of patriotic events to the
region.
Town of East Fishkill’s
Fireworks Show
Hopewell Rec Field, 330
Route 376, East Fishkill
July 2 from 7:00 p.m. - 12:00
a.m.
This
annual
installment
of East Fishkill’s live music
series brings together classic
tunes and booming fireworks
for the ultimate Fourth of July
celebration. Pull up a chair or
sit down on a blanket and listen
to old-school jams from Adam
& The Newhearts, which covers
everyone from The Beatles to
Elvis Presley.

YANKEE DOODLE DANDY
This outdoor event is
a great way to kick off the
weekend. After the show,
stick around for a fireworks
show starting at 9:15 p.m. A
rain date on July 3 ensures
Hopewell Recreation Field
will light up the night in
2021.
Accord Speedway
Fireworks
Accord Speedway, Accord on July 2
Keeping with its annual
tradition, Accord Speedway
will host a fireworks spectacular for Independence
Day in the Hudson Valley. This
Ulster County locale treats guests
to high octane fun and car races
every Friday night of the summer.

Hyde Park Independence
Day Parade
Hyde Park
July 3 from 10:00 a.m. - noon
Visit historic Hyde Park
during
Independence
Day
weekend, and catch
the annual parade
and celebrate their
Bicentennial. The
parade will take
place at 10:00 a.m.
and will run from
Roosevelt Cinemas
and end at Town
Hall.
Spectators
can bring their
chairs and blankets
and find a safe
spot along the
route to enjoy the
parade. After the
event, head over
to Town Hall for
food truck vendors,
and the traditional
trophy ceremony
Fireworks at Dutchess Stadium. File photo. presentation.

Mohonk Mountain House decorated for Independence Day. File photo.

Fireworks and Movie
Night at Dutchess Stadium,
Wappingers Falls
July 3 at 6:30 p.m. Movie at
7:00 p.m.
Fireworks at The Dutch are a
tell-tale sign that summer is here.
This isn’t an ordinary fireworks
night at The Dutch. Dutchess
Stadium will screen the all-time
classic “National Treasure” before honoring Independence Day
with a fireworks show. Tickets
cost $15 per person and can be
reserved online.

Enjoy Independence Day the
ol’ fashioned way with some
cheer, good company, and fireworks. Stop by Dutchman Landing Park in Catskill for the annual Fourth of July celebration that
will light up the sky. Mark Gamsjager’s Lustre Kings kick off the
evening with a live performance
at 7 p.m., with fireworks to follow at dusk. Barbecues, picnic tables, and one unforgettable view
make this destination perfect for
summer nights.

4th of July celebration
at Mohonk
Mohonk Mountain House,
July 4th Parade and
New Paltz
Fireworks in Saugerties
July 2-4
July 4
There will be Independence
End the holiday weekend in
the Hudson Valley with a drive- Day fireworks all weekend long
by motorcade parade in the Vil- at Mohonk Mountain House.
lage of Saugerties. Patriotic garb Guests of this four-season resort
and vibrantly decorated vehicles are treated to a weekend of festurn the quiet village into a full- tivities. Leading up to the big
blown Independence Day cele- event, Mohonk hosts dockside
concerts, water shows, carnivals,
bration.
and a “red, white, and blue” 5K
run. At night on July 4, Legion
Catskill’s 4th of July
Fireworks puts together a show
Celebration
Dutchman’s Landing Park, that casts color and light over the
mountains.
Catskills
July 2, 7 p.m. to dusk
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Now Hiring CDL Bus Drivers in Hillburn, NY
for Transportation of Rockland and Hudson Link.
$2500 Sign on Bonus!
Transdev Services Inc., the largest private-sector operator of public transportation
in North America, is hiring Class-B CDL Bus Drivers with airbrake and passenger
endorsements. We represent Transportation of Rockland and Hudson Link. If you
have a valid CDL license, are 21 years of age, are able to pass a DOT physical
examination, background check, and drug test, let’s talk!
Please call 646-805-0691 to learn more about our benefits package,
life insurance and 401K. We do not travel to NYC.
Visit our website at www.transdevna.jobs.
Transdev is an Equal Opportunity Employer and welcomes all qualified applicants.

Amenia & Wassaic

Let us help you tell your story
and build your brand.
WEEKLY
LOCAL NEWS
IN PRINT & COMMUNITY FOCUSED
Start promoting your business today! Contact advertising@thehudsonvalleynews.com
{12} June 30 - July 6, 2021 • editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com • THE HUDSON VALLEY NEWS - AMENIA & WASSAIC

