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BY JIM LANGAN
With the June 22nd primary fast approaching,
we sat down with two of the Republican candidates
for Town Council, realtor Brad Rebillard and semiretired lawyer James Morris. Rebillard is a fixture
in the community having grown up in Amenia and
worked in the area since 1989. Morris has been a
full-time resident of Amenia since 2013 and was
initially appointed to the Town Council to fill out
an unexpired term. Both candidates have differing
views on the issues and the direction of the town
going forward. Thus far we have interviewed both

A light and delicious cake, perfect for summer...

PAGE 7

candidates for Supervisor, Julie Doran and incumbent
Victoria Perotti, council candidate Jamie Vitiello,
and we conclude with today’s profiles of Rebillard
and Morris. The remaining council candidate on
the ballot, Michele Somogyi, initially agreed to
an interview but has since not been returning our
reporter's calls. We will have an extensive wrap-up
of the council races in next week’s edition and urge
you to carefully consider each candidate and the
issues.
Continued on page 3 >>

HARLEM VALLEY ARRESTED DEVELOPMENTS
- On Monday, May 31, deputies responded to Route 22 in
the area of Fenwood Drive in the
Town of Pawling for a report of a
PDAA from which the operator
fled the scene. The operator has
not been located and the investi-

BY JIM LANGAN
Ola
Nesheiwat
officially launched her campaign for
Dutchess County Comptroller
Saturday at her campaign headquarters on Route 44 in Pleasant Valley. Despite broiling 90
degree temperatures, a sizable
crowd gathered to hear a number
of prominent Republicans express
their support for Ola. Nesheiwat
is challenging Democrat Robin
Lois who is serving her first term
in that position. Lois narrowly defeated incumbent Jim Coughlan
four years ago. In fact, Coughlan
was among those at the kick-off
and enthusiastically endorsed Ola.
Also speaking in support of Ola
was arguably the most successful
Republican female officeholder in
the New York Republican firmament, Sen. Sue Serino. Nesheiwat
is hoping to emulate Serino’s success in attracting voters from both

gation is ongoing.
- On Tuesday, June 1, deputies
responded to Winchell Mountain
Road in the Town of North East
for a single vehicle crash. The vehicle was found unoccupied and
efforts to find the operator of the

Subaru are ongoing.
- On Friday, June 4, deputies
arrested Ramiro S. Alvardo, 28,
for driving while intoxicated in
the Town of Amenia. Alvardo is
to appear in the Town of Amenia
Court at a later date.

*Please note: All subjects arrested and charged are alleged to
have committed the crime and are
presumed innocent until proven
guilty and are to appear in local
courts at a later date.

REPUBLICANS RALLY FOR OLA
sides of the aisle with her ideas
and tireless campaign schedule.
Thus far Ola has been the energizer bunny of candidates, campaigning in every corner of the county
relentlessly. Joining Serino in endorsing Ola was County Executive Marc Molinaro, no stranger to
electoral success himself.
Also coming out to support Ola
was County Legislator Will Truitt
and Clinton Deputy Supervisor
Dean Michael. Both men were
quite enthusiastic about Ola’s
candidacy. We even spotted a few
supporters from Sullivan County who told Hudson Valley News
they intended to go door to door
for Ola. Before leaving the event
we saw a brownie-laden table
festooned with “Janice Dean for
Governor” baseball caps. Indeed,
election season is well under way.
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County Legislator Will Truitt, Senator Sue Serino, Ola Nesheiwat, and Dutchess County
Executive Marc Molinaro. Photo submitted.

MORRIS BLAMES TAX HIKES ON PANDEMIC

BY ALYSSA KOGON
Although Town Councilman
James Morris, 79, did not become
a full time resident of Amenia until 2013, he has a long history in
the Harlem Valley.
When Morris was only
9-years-old, his father jumped
on an opportunity to buy an unknown amount of acreage at “a
very good price.” It turned out
to be 44 acres with the remnants
of a 100-year-old home that was
struck by lightning. A small cabin was also included on the parcel
and the Morris family spent many
happy days in Amenia. In 1985,
it was time for Morris himself to
improve the property. Along with
some fireman contractors and his
four, now-grown kids, a log cabin was constructed. Finally, eight
years ago, Morris and his wife of
56 years, Eileen, moved permanently from their home in Westchester County to The Oblong.
Now the lawyer and grandfather to three teenagers is hoping to

retain his seat on the Amenia town
board in his second run for office.
Morris first was appointed to his
Town Council position when a
previous official could not fulfill
their tenure. The Republican first
has to win his June primary to
keep his name on the ballot. He
is hopeful that his hard work and
complimentary legal advice to the
town government has been noticed by the voters.
The still practicing Morris
graduated from Villanova University and received his law degree from St. John’s University.
He spent much of his career with
a large New York City law firm
where he specialized in litigation,
labor practices, insurance and
real estate. He views himself as a
great asset to the community for
his ability to review contracts and
other legal documents at no cost
to the local taxpayers. Morris also
helps his fellow elected officials to
understand the legalese that they

BY HV NEWS STAFF
After growing up in Amenia,
Brad Rebillard left for college and
then worked as a real estate agent
in New York City and Fishkill.
Rebillard returned to the area and
opened Dutchess Country Realty,
Inc., in Millerton in 1989.
Rebillard
announced
his
candidacy for Amenia Town
Councilman. He said he’s running
because he is concerned with outof-control spending, the lack of
programs for seniors and youth,
and the lack of vision for downtown
businesses. "It's disappointing to
see there's no summer recreation
program for kids," said Rebillard.
"Millbrook, Pawling and Pine
Plains all have summer programs
this year. We knew this spring that
Covid vaccinations were clearing

the way to return to some sense of with innovative ideas that now
normalcy, and yet, Amenia has no include a drive-in theater that
program."
attracts not just locals but people
Rebillard said the recreation from all around to our state,
budget was cut for the 2020 year as well as the ‘Today Show.’
but the monies were not put back The Wassaic Project is another
for this year, and still, taxes went great example. Check out
their summer arts program for
up.
kids, or drive by The
As a realtor, Rebillard
“RAISING TAXES AND
Lantern on any given
said he watches the
CUTTING SERVICES IS
Friday or Saturday
trends and believes that
NOT
THE
ANSWER."
night and the parking
now is the ideal time
for Amenia to focus on business lot is packed."
But for too many years
growth to create a downtown
that becomes a destination for people who have tried to open
Brad Rebillard. Photo submitted.
shoppers. "For too long, Amenia businesses, and even those who
has been a pass-through town. tried to maintain their businesses community-minded individuals
It's time to change that,” said through the pandemic, hit barriers like John Stefanopoulos and Jeff
Rebillard. “Four Brothers put that the town board should have Barnett-Winsby if we want the
Continued on page 4 >>
Amenia on the map over 40 years helped them overcome. Rebillard
ago, and they continue to do so said we need to work more with

come across every day.
He is the sole attorney
on the board and is often
asked for his professional
advice.
When not in lawyer
mode, Morris has had
an almost 50 year relationship with the United
States Olympics Committee. Starting in 1968, he
began doing legal work
on behalf of Team USA
for the Mexico Olympics.
This stint evolved into his
presidency of the U.S.
Bobsledding and Skeleton Committee. After retiring from that
post in 2002, he then became the
chairman of the U.S. Bobsled and
Skeleton Foundation where he
helped raise four million dollars
in financial support for the two
teams.
When queried on his catharsis
for his continuing community service, Morris is blunt. “I have no

James Morris. Photo submitted.

personal agenda. The town needs
someone with my background. I
am just trying to help my neighbors out,” he states. Additionally, Morris included, “As for the
very small amount that taxes were
raised in 2021, I have one word….
pandemic. Taxes were actually
lowered in 2020. I enjoy doing
what I do and I have no conflicts
of interest.”

REBILLARD WANTS TAX RELIEF
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REBILLARD

town to grow.
"We need to stimulate
community involvement, identify
community needs and enhance
community awareness to develop
a community-wide vision and plan
with a path to implementation,
sustaining long-term focus and
maintaining
communication
amongst stakeholders and the
community," Rebillard said.
“Raising taxes and cutting

services is not the answer. The
current mismanagement of our
tax dollars is a serious problem,
and smart and honest oversight is
needed.”
Additionally,
Rebillard
believes that communication from
the town board to the residents
must improve. “You can’t tell
taxpayers to attend a meeting
or watch it on YouTube. There
must be resources for residents,
especially during emergencies.
Communication from the current
board during the pandemic and

following the tornadoes and the
recent robberies was sparse, even
non-existent. Going forward our
team will make sure that residents
know exactly what is going on in
a timely manner and that we are
there for them and better prepared
for emergencies.”
“It’s time for a change, and we
need to work together to grow our
town,” said Rebillard. “I believe
the Amenia Strong team, which
includes Jamie Vitiello running
for Town Council and Julie Doran
running for Town Supervisor, is

the team for Amenia’s future.”
Rebillard serves on the Amenia
Wastewater Committee and is an
alternate on the Zoning Board
of Appeals. He is also a member
of the Amenia Lions Club and is
starting his 15th year as a member
of the North East-Millerton
Library board of directors. His
real estate office includes several
agents covering Dutchess and
southern Columbia Counties.
The
Republican
primary
election is on June 22. Early
voting is from June 12-20.

NEW YORK FLIP-FLOPS ON
SCHOOL MASKS, AGAIN
BY HV NEWS STAFF
Really, Governor Cuomo?
New York has, once again,
changed its mind on the mask
mandate in schools.
The state Education Department on Sunday emailed guidance to all New York school districts that said state agencies have
agreed to wait until the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention responds to the state's request
for more information before lifting the COVID-19 mask mandate
in schools.
"No changes have been, or will
be, made by the Executive until
after Monday, June 7 to afford the
CDC an opportunity to respond to
the letter," the Education Department wrote.
The updated guidance is to

address the confusion of schools
after the state Department of
Health on Friday abruptly notified the CDC that New York intended to lift its statewide mask
requirement for schools on Monday.
"If there is any data or science
that you are aware of that contradicts moving forward with this
approach, please let me know
as soon as possible. We plan to
make this guidance effective on
Monday, June 7," Health Commissioner Howard Zucker wrote
to the CDC. "Therefore, schools
should continue to operate under
their existing procedures until
further notice."
In his letter Friday, Zucker
said that starting Monday, New

Email your Letter to the Editor to
editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com

York was prepared to alter its
policy so mask use in schools
would be "strongly encouraged,"
but no longer required — even if
the student or teacher is not fully
vaccinated.
"Indoors, mask use will be
strongly encouraged but not required for students, campers, and
staff/teachers/counselors
who
are not fully vaccinated," Zucker
wrote. "Outdoors, masks are not
required; students, campers, and
staff/teachers/counselors who are
not fully vaccinated are 'encouraged' to wear a mask in certain
higher-risk circumstances."
But without an immediate response from the CDC, state officials on Sunday said the mask
policies that were put in place
last year would remain until the
federal clarification is provided.
After Zucker’s announcement on Friday about no masks,
Dutchess County Executive Marc
Molinaro said, “I’m happy New
York State has seen what counties have known for months: The
science has repeatedly shown
there is little to no transmission
of the virus in school settings.
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Today’s announcement, though
long overdue, is further evidence
the COVID-19 emergency has
receded, and Dutchess County
continues to encourage residents
to choose to get vaccinated and
we take steps to get back to living
our lives fully!”
But after Sunday’s flip-flop,
Molinaro said, “New York intentionally misled people causing
unnecessary confusion, conflict,
and chaos. The State must end
the confusion and restore local
authority. This decision should
be put in the hands parents who
know their children and circumstances best.”
Senator Sue Serino posted
on FaceBook, “The Governor
and the Health Commisioner
have caused absolute chaos this
morning for parents of schoolaged children, school communities, and so many others. Their
flip-flopping on such a critical
decision is truly absurd. It is far
past time to fully strip the Governor of his emergency powers,
restore local control and get our
kids safely back in school without these needless interruptions.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
TO THE EDITOR:

borrowed $1.1 million and paid
$27,000 on the Heater Bond and
$25,940 interest. Yes, and interest
rates are low.
As a life-long resident and 16
year member of the Amenia Town
Board as Councilman and Supervisor, I felt compelled to write
this letter in support of the Amenia Strong Ticket for Town Board.
Comprised of Julie Doran, Jamie
Vitiello and Brad Rebillard, this
slate of candidates is made up of
the right people at the right time
to put our town back on the right
track.
Sadly, our town has faced rising taxes and lower services. The
current mismanagement of our tax
dollars is a serious problem and we
need real, honest oversight. That
is why I am throwing my support
behind the Amenia Strong Team.
Amenia is a wonderful place to
live, work and raise a family. I am
hopeful it will remain that way,
but I worry that the current road
we are on will prevent that. Please
stand with me to put Amenia on a
new, brighter path for a stronger
future.

Shakespeare wrote, "Something is rotten in the state of Denmark." I say, "Something is rotten in the Amenia Town Board
Budget." First of all the taxable
assessment for Amenia has risen
from $571 million in 2017 to $863
million for 2021, almost $300 million. Common sense would say
our town tax should decrease but
the present Town Board, with Supervisor Perotti as Chief Financial
Officer, has raises our taxes with
unaccountable spending.
As I reviewed the budget and
the 2020 operating statement
I found glaring discrepancies.
The major problem I find alarming is the 2020 estimated revenue for the General Fund was
$706,000 but the actual revenue
was $1,578,000, a $872,000 variance with no explanation. Wow,
where did that money go. The Supervisor line went up over $2,000
but they eliminated over $37,000
from Summer Rec and Youth Programs. Senior Programs lost over
$5,000 but the Town Attorney
is up to $100,000. I have foiled
for the true costs of the Trail to
Wayne Euvrard
Trains and they have conveniently
Former Supervisor, Town of
not filled that request. I do know Amenia
they spent $13,200 on interest and
Former Assessor, Town of
borrowed $1.5 million. They also Amenia

and it’s not because Spinzia is a
compelling public figure. It’s the
same thing I hear in Hyde Park and
OPINION
Red Hook and other communities.
USUALLY RIGHT In fact I was stunned to hear from
BY JIM LANGAN
Dean Michael that Ray Oberly, the
WHY SO FEW REPUBLICANS Clinton Supervisor and contributor
to this newspaper, isn’t running this
ON THE BALLOT?
year.
Saturday I attended a political
Now the disinclination to run
event in Pleasant Valley for Ola Ne- for office isn’t confined to Repubsheiwat who is running for county licans or any party in particular. I
comptroller. It was a well orga- believe it’s the very understandable
nized, upbeat event for a job that reluctance to subject one’s self and
doesn’t get a lot of airtime. While I family to the mud-slinging and
was there I had a conversation with personal attacks that come with the
Dean Michael, a rock-ribbed Re- territory today. That kind of dirty
publican if I ever met one. He’s at pool used to be practiced by only
every Republican event, a tireless the most desperate candidates, usuvolunteer, and currently serves as ally by way of a last minute accusathe elected deputy supervisor for tion that couldn’t be refuted before
the Town of Clinton. I mentioned the votes were cast. Also, topics
how frustrating it must be for him that were traditionally off limits
and other true believers that there like family or sexual persuasion are
are so few Republicans
now routinely used to
on the ballot in recent “Clearly these days embarrass or discredit
years. He agreed.
the ends justify the a candidate.
Hyde Park as an exThese days the
ample where the town means in politics.” ends justify the means
has been in a collective death spiral in politics. You’ve seen it with the
under the “leadership” of a town four-year hatchet job on Trump,
and planning board that has presid- the unwillingness to give Biden a
ed over its fiscal and physical de- chance right down to our local conterioration for nearly a decade. Yet tests. Who needs the aggravation?
in spite of their misguided attempts The main casualty of this race to
to govern, Supervisor Aileen Rohr the bottom is the truth. The fact that
and her merry band of incompe- most accusations are a fabrication
tents continue to be re-elected. isn’t considered as long as those
Making matters worse is the fact checks to Planned Parenthood or
that this year what passes for the the NRA keep rolling in. Both parHyde Park Republican party hasn’t ties are at fault, although I’d give
even put forth a candidate to op- Democrats the edge in recent years.
pose Rohr. Remember, Hyde Park
The upshot is few people are
was so Republican that FDR nev- willing to put themselves forward
er carried it in his four presidential anymore and that diminishes the
elections.
caliber of our public officials. What
In Rhinebeck, their all Demo- used to be purview of people intercratic town and village boards are ested in public service has become
all one party Democrats. Supervi- the battlefield for those willing to
sor Elizabeth Spinzia has no oppo- say, “Oh it’s just politics.” Not if
nent this fall. I’ve asked members you’re lying through your teeth just
of the Rhinebeck Republican Com- to get elected. The media among
mittee why they can’t field an op- others should hold candidates and
ponent and I get the same answer elected officials accountable reevery time. “Nobody wants to run” gardless of party or ideology.
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•

One of the great Runyunesque
characters and legal minds of
our time passed away at 87.
Attorney F. Lee Bailey had
a storied career representing
everyone from Sam Sheppard, the Boston Strangler,
Patty Hearst to OJ Simpson.
I had the unpleasant experience of attending a Boston
Bruins game with him in
the late '60s. An older friend •
of my then girlfriend was a
client of Bailey’s and asked
me to wait for Bailey in the
lobby of the Boston Garden
and escort him to our seats.
Bailey was an hour late causing me to miss some quality
Bobby Orr time and he didn’t
say boo or I’m sorry when he
finally turned up. He left the
game after about 20 minutes.
Then again, the hard drinking •
Bailey was arrested one night
for drunken helicopter flying
at Logan airport. The former
Marine pilot commuted in
one from his suburban home.

Kaman Bobb, after an old
blog surfaced where Mr. Diversity said all Jews were
“obsessed with war and killing.” He will however remain
with the company to focus on
STEM work, whatever that
is. I guess employing an anti-Semite counts as a diversity hire at Google.
Gov. Cuomo said last week
he’s opposed to a casino in
New York City. He claims
it would detract from the
residential and commercial •
appeal of the city. He must
mean the nightly violence,
homeless zombies, graffiti
and cold-cocking unsuspecting Asians. We wouldn’t
want to ruin that vibe.
It didn’t take long for the
overrated Knicks to get bum
rushed out of the NBA playoffs. Now we can return to
watching the overrated Yan•
kees fade in the AL East.
•

•

Google has decided to remove its Chief of Diversity, •

It looks like the
Tony Fauci era is
about over. Turns out
he was just another
bloviating bureaucrat who knew damn
well the origin of
COVID-19 because
he helped fund that
Wuhan lab. We are
beginning to learn
why Trump lost confidence in him and
•
ended those daily briefings.
In

Worcester,

Massachu-

setts, Officer
Emmanuel
Familia
and
four other cops
leaped into a
pond to save
three drowning
teenage boys.
Sadly, Officer
Emmanuel and
one of the boys
did not survive.
He was the
128th police
officer this year
to die in the
line of service.
I wonder if Joe Biden will be
inviting his widow and two
young children to the White
House for dinner as he did
the family of career criminal
George Floyd?
Walmart announced they
will be closing all their locations on Thanksgiving Day
•
to thank their employees for
their dedication during the
COVID pandemic. They
now join Target in encouraging their employees to spend
the entire holiday with loved
ones. Nice although I didn’t
see anything about it being a
paid holiday.
Foster’s Coach House owner Elijah Bender celebrated
his graduation from Cardoza
School of Law with a few fellow graduates with a fishing
trip off Montauk. The group
caught 1,100
pounds of
fish
with
Elijah topping
the
charts with
a
49-inch
striper.
Ian
Flanigan,
the
Saugerties
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resident who made it to the
finals of “The Voice” recently, will be performing at Ole
Savannah on the waterfront
in Kingston on June 27. The
$100 VIP tickets are already
sold out but there are still
some $50 tickets available.
He’s great.
Finally, were you watching
when third round leader Jon
Rahm walked off the 18th
green with a six stroke lead
over the field in the Memorial
Open? I was watching as an
official took him aside and
Rahm immediately crumpled,
the way you do when you get
awful news. I assumed a family member had died while he
was on the course. In fact, the
news was Rahm had tested
positive for COVID. Why on
earth didn’t the PGA and CBS
wait until the guy was out of
camera range to tell him?

STRAWBERRY SPONGE CAKE

HOUSE
of the
WEEK

BY CAROLINE CAREY

595 Sharon Station Road, Millerton

Set on 51.17 bucolic acres
in the Coleman Station Historic District in the heart
of the Hudson Valley, this
spectacular custom designed
Federal style home spans approximately 5,200 square feet
including the finished basement. The dramatic sweeping
driveway is lined in mature
Red American Maple trees and
leads to the elegant estate, which
boasts unparalleled views of the
property's landscape with over 75
trees, pastoral views, a pond, and
serene land, which is protected by
Dutchess Land Conservancy.
There are four corner bedroom
suites all with en-suite windowed
full bathrooms, two powder rooms
and four wood burning fireplaces. There is a magnificent living
room, a formal dining room, a library with a bluestone patio, and
an entertainment room. There is
an enormous gourmet eat-in kitchen outfitted with Subzero, Viking,
and Miele appliances, which has

$3,475,000

an open informal dining area that
opens onto a beautifully finished
bluestone patio overlooking the
pond and features an outdoor gas
Viking grill. In the finished basement is a billiard room, a media
room, a gym, a custom 1,200-bottle wine cellar, a playroom/utility
room, a laundry room, a workshop, a mechanical room and storage.
The main house is complemented by a three car windowed
garage, a Gunite heated swimming pool and hot tub, and an
impressive pool house with a
kitchenette, full bathroom, and a
changing room.
There are cedar roofs, copper
piping, wide plank pine floors
and a windowed mudroom.
No expense was spared with
two-zone central air conditioning, a back-up generator,
Cat6 wiring, a whole house
water filtration system and
water softener and an extensive audio/video system. Perfectly located in the Oblong
Valley, this house boasts all
the comforts one could wish
for in a home.

Local strawberries are literally popping into sweet ripeness at local
farms this week. The prime season only lasts about two weeks so get to
a local farmstand or pick-your-own-farm and snap some up before they
are gone for another year. There is nothing better than the small, sweet
local berries.
I love to use them for strawberry shortcake. Sometimes with biscuits, pound cake or angel food cake. But for a bit of a retro feel, make
this delicious and light sponge cake. Just serve it up with macerated
strawberries and loads of whipped cream. And later this summer do it
again with local blueberries or peaches.

SPONGE CAKE

INGREDIENTS

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees.
In a medium bowl, combine the • ¼ cup vegetable oil
egg whites, 1/4 cup sugar, salt and • 4 large eggs, separated, at
cream of tartar. Beat the mixture with
room temperature
a hand mixer on medium-low speed • ½ cup sugar
until the mixture looks frothy, then • ½ teaspoon salt
increase the speed to medium-high • ¼ teaspoon cream of tartar
until stiff peaks form, about 4 min- • ⅔ cup cake flour
• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract
utes. Set aside.
In a separate bowl, combine the
egg yolks and the remaining 1/4 cup sugar. Beat with the hand mixer
until the mixture is very pale and fluffy, about 4 minutes. Slowly pour in
the oil, beating constantly to ensure it emulsifies into the yolk mixture,
until you have a smooth, light mixture that looks like mayonnaise.
Reduce the mixer to the lowest speed, add half of the flour and mix
just until incorporated. Add the vanilla extract and 1 tablespoon water,
mix until incorporated, then add the remaining flour and mix just until
it disappears.
Fold about half of the egg white mixture into the yolk mixture and
thoroughly fold in the whites until the mixture is loosened. Working
more gently, fold the remaining egg whites until only a few streaks
remain.
Pour the batter into an ungreased 9 inch spring form pan. Firmly rap
the pan on the counter once or twice to pop any large air bubbles. Bake
until it’s golden brown, firm and springy to the touch across the entire
surface, 30 to 35 minutes. Remove the cake from the oven and immediately invert the pan onto a wire rack. Let the cake cool completely
upside-down to prevent it from collapsing.
Serve with macerated fruit and whipped cream.
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around town

BY HEIDI JOHNSON

I was unable to attend the Pine
Plains Memorial Day parade and
services this year, but I did get
some great photos from my friend
Chip Couse. The Pine Plains
American Legion always does a
fine job honoring those who sacrificed their lives in service to our
country, and it seems as if this year
was no exception. Thank you to
all who participated including the
Stissing Mountain High School
Band and thank you, Chip, for the
photos.
A few days after Memorial
Day, Chip’s uncle and Korean
War veteran Bob Couse passed
away peacefully in his sleep. He
was 88-years-old. Bob was very
active in the community, having
served over 30 years as a town police officer as well as the fire company and several other organizations. He will be greatly missed.
Scrabble Tournament at
BangallWorks
Registration is still open for the
Scrabble tournament at BangallWorks this coming Saturday, June
12. You can obtain an entry form
by emailing info@bangallworks.

com or calling 917-929-9221.
The tournament will run from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. Rain date is Sunday,
June 13. Help celebrate Alfred
Mosher Butts Day!

biscuits – for dessert.
Donation is $15 per
dinner. Pickup will be
done by drive-through.
You can pay for your
meal and get it handAmenia Fire Company
ed to you without ever
Carnival Food Night
having to leave the car!
On Saturday, June 12, there For reservations, call
will be food, music by a DJ, corn- Ryan Orton at 845hole competitions and a bonfire 868-7869.
sponsored by the Amenia Firehouse. You can take your food
Stanford Library
home or dine outside at the event.
Upcoming Events
Hours are 4:00 to 9:00 p.m. Some
Understanding Alzof the many food options include heimer’s and Demensteak sandwiches, sausage and tia – Today, Wednesday, June 9 at
pepper grinders, hamburgers, hot 7 p.m. Presented in partnership
dogs, French fries, fried dough, with the Alzheimer’s Association,
and fried Oreos. The Amenia Fire this virtual presentation will covCompany is 100% volunteer, so er the impact of Alzheimer’s, the
they deserve our support! Ame- difference between dementia and
nia Firehouse is located at 36 Me- Alzheimer’s, disease stages and
chanic Street in Amenia. Please risk factors, current research and
call Shawn at 845-418-8633 for treatments, and resources availmore information.
able through the Alzheimer’s Association.
Stanford Grange Annual
10 Warning Signs of AlzheiStrawberry Festival
mer’s Disease – Wednesday, June
The Stanford Grange will be 16 at 7 p.m. This follow-up prohaving their famous Strawberry gram will cover which warning
Festival next Saturday, June 19 signs to watch for in yourself and
starting at 5 p.m. Dinners will be others, how to approach someone
take-out only and will include tra- about memory concerns, early
ditional picnic fare of hamburgers, detection, and the diagnostic procheeseburgers, hot dogs, potato cess.
salad, baked beans, and homeThe Power of Purple in Garmade strawberry shortcake - made den and Landscape Design – Next
with hand-picked, local strawber- Tuesday, June 15 at 10 a.m. via
ries and homemade ice cream and Zoom. Adding deep purples can
make your gardens pop! Learn
how to use flowering shrubs, perennials and annuals to inject new
life into your foundation plantings, beds and containers.
To register for either of the
above program, email stanfordlibrary@optonline.net.
Memorial Bricks Available –
The next round of purchase opportunities ends June 30, so if
you would like to order a brick to
commemorate someone you love,
please visit the library website.

Veterans including the late Robert Couse participate in the Pine Plains Memorial Day
parade. Photo by Chip Couse.
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Photo by Chip Couse.

Stanford 9/11 Tribute
Readers Wanted
Last year’s September 11 flag
display in front of the Town Hall
was amazing and it understandably
garnered media interest from all
over our area. This year, the Stanford Fire Company will be adding
a new dimension: recording the
names of each of the people who
died in the disaster. This will then
be played in a continuous loop at
the site. To volunteer as a reader,
you can complete the form online
at townofstanford.org or on the
Stanford Fire Company’s Facebook page. Paper forms are available at Big Rock Farms, McCarthy’s Pharmacy, Roosters Route
82 Home & Hardware, Stanford
Library, the Bank of Millbrook in
Stanfordville, and the Pine Plains
Library, Pine Plains Pharmacy,
Roosters Route 82 Pine Plains,
and the Bank of Millbrook in Pine
Plains. You can mail the form to
Stanford Fire Company, P.O. Box
437, Stanfordville, NY 12581.
Save the Date: Town-Wide
Yard Sale
The details of this are still being worked out but mark your calendars for the Stanfordville TownWide Yard Sale July 16 through
18. More to follow.
Heidi Johnson can be
reached at 845-392-4348 or
heidij08751@gmail.com.

GOLDEN LIVING
News for Seniors, Their
Families and Caregivers

BY TODD N. TANCREDI

JUNE 15TH IS WORLD ELDER
ABUSE AWARENESS DAY
Every year on June 15th, World
Elder Abuse Awareness Day
(WEEAD) is observed throughout
the United States and around the
world, raising awareness about
the millions of older adults who
experience abuse, financial exploitation and neglect. The federal
government’s Administration for
Community Living defines elder
abuse as “any knowing, intentional or negligent act by a caregiver
or any other person that causes
harm or serious risk of harm to a
vulnerable adult.” It can take the
form of physical, sexual, and/or
emotional abuse; often accompanied by neglect, exploitation and/

or abandonment.
In the past, local WEEAD
events have taken place in alternating years in Dutchess and Orange counties, but the COVID-19
pandemic forced the cancellation
of last year’s event and has shelved
plans for a local, in-person 2021
WEEAD event. We hope the Office for the Aging can participate
in a renewed observance in 2022.
In the meantime, we all have a
critical role to play in advancing
justice for seniors. Elder abuse
goes unrecognized in many parts
of the world, and tends to go underreported in the United States.
Official estimates of elder abuse
show it affects up to 10 percent
of older Americans, but only one
case in 14 comes to the attention
of authorities. The United States
Department of Justice (DOJ) in
May estimated the annual losses
to victims of financial abuse as at
least $36.5 billion.

Scams aimed at seniors also
fall under the DOJ definition of
elder abuse. While scammers
are continuously changing their
techniques to avoid being caught,
many forms of scam remain popular with criminals because, unfortunately, they’re effective.
Impostor scams remain widespread. The Social Security scam
is a common one aimed at seniors:
The scammer calls the prospective victim and falsely claims that
the victim’s Social Security number has been “suspended” because
of suspicious activity, then tricks
the victim into giving up their
Social Security number. Similar
impostor scams involve criminals
claiming to be from the Internal
Revenue Service, Medicare, and
countless other government agencies. Scammers also impersonate
“tech support,” concocting stories
about computer problems – even
if you don’t have one.
In the highly unlikely event
that you were in hot water with
any of these agencies or businesses, they would never contact you
by phone.
More key information about
recognizing and preventing elder
abuse is available at www.jus-

tice.gov/elderabuse, and from the
Bronx-based Harry and Jeanette
Weinberg Center for Elder Justice
(www.theweinbergcenter.org).
A regularly updated scam
prevention resources flyer with
contact information for local
scam-prevention resources is
available at the Office for the Aging’s website, www.dutchessny.
gov/aging. The flyer is also in the
Summer 2021 edition of OFA’s
Spotlight on Seniors newsletter, due out later this month. The
Spotlight will be available at public libraries countywide. It will be
emailed to those on the county’s
Dutchess Delivery OFA mailing
list, with physical copies mailed
to those on the OFA postal mailing list.
To get on the email list, visit
www.dutchessny.gov/DutchessDelivery; to get on the physical
mailing list, call 845-486-2544.
Golden Living is prepared by
the Dutchess County Office for
the Aging, 114 Delafield Street,
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601,
telephone 845-486-2555, email:
ofa@dutchessny.gov
website:
www.dutchessny.gov/aging.
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WEST
POINT
1955
BY JACK CONKLIN

My copy of the West Point
Magazine arrived last week, and
its contents struck a nostalgic
nerve.
The magazine is a publication
of the AOG - the West Point
“Association of Graduates” and is
issued four times a year and sent
to all graduates. Its stated mission
“is to tell the West Point story and
strengthen the grip of the Long
Grey Line.” It functions as an
alumni information source as well
as providing information and updates on the status of the United
States Military Academy.

Photos submitted.

The magazine has a section
called “Be Thou at Peace” listing
the death of graduates since the
last publication. I recognized a
name from the Class of 1957 that
brought back the memory of my
first challenge as a new Company

Commander.
In late summer of 1955, after
returning from summer leave, I
learned I was on the “short list”
for promotion to Cadet Captain.
All candidates for the 24 slots
to command one of the cadet
companies were interviewed
by the Commandant of Cadets,
a one-star Brigadier General
who would make the final
selection. General Messenger,
the Commandant, as part of the
interview process, had me walk,
with saber, across the Plain. He
critiqued my performance with
the remark that I “walked like a
farmer across ploughed ground!” I
informed him I grew up on a dairy
farm in Dutchess County and
indeed walked across ploughed
ground many times. He laughed,
informed me that he knew about
Dutchess County as he grew up in
Kingston. We
are neighbors
he said. After
showing me
how to pick
up my knees
and strut a bit,
and watched
me
march
across
the
Plain again,
he dismissed
me.
A
week
later
the
"Make List”
was
published, and I
got my promotion to Cadet Captain
and assigned
as Company
Commander of Company F-2. It
was nice to have a friendly neighbor!
The Academy has changed so
much since the 1950s that we “Old
Grads” would hardly recognize
the place. The Corp has more than
doubled in size to 4,000, women

comprise 25% of the population,
cadets no longer spend their four
years in the same company and are
no longer assigned to a company
by height.
In my day, a company of 100
cadets consisted of 25 from each
class – Plebe, Yearling, Cow,
and Firstie. We were assigned by
height; all the short men
were in Company A-2,
the “runts”, and the tall
men, the “flankers,” were
in Company M-2. The
term “flanker” originated
from their position on the
prade ground. The short
men were in the center
of the line while the tall
were at each end – the
flanks. From the viewing
stand, the optical illusion
made it appear as if all
Cadets were the same
size.
The Cadet Company
Commander
was
responsible
for
the
discipline and morale
of the company, its
performance at drill and parade,
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and Saturday morning room
inspection. Each Cadet Company
was assigned a Tactical Officer
to oversee the Cadet Company
Commander’s
performance.
The “Tac” was an Army officer,
assigned to West Point ( a prestige
assignment), as a role model for
the cadets. My TAC was Captain

Brig. Gen. Edwin J. Messinger.

Continued on page 11 >>

<< Continued from page 10

WEST POINT

Eugene Forrester, a West Point
Grad from the Class of 1948. me a
lot about leadership and working
with subordinates.
My first test as Company
Commander of F-2 came just
a few days after assuming
command. A “Cow,” a cadet in
his third year, came to me with a
personal problem. It was his death
announcement that triggered these
memories. He completed 30 years
of military service and retired as a
full Colonel.

I don’t recall the exact reasons,
but he wanted to resign. He was a
great cadet and I felt it would be a
loss to the Army and a waste of his
three years at West Point if he left.
I contacted Captain Forrester
and he helped me put together a
plan to talk the cadet into staying
at West Point. The Tac was my
coach but left me to handle the
discussions with the cadet. We
were successful. This method
of working together became our
“modus operandi” for the rest
of the year. Captain Forrester
accepted some of my suggestions
for change that later were adopted

by other companies.
He had a great
influence on me,
and his influence
remained an asset
long after I left the
Army.
Jack Conklin is a
West Point grad, a
retired businessman,
and is interested in
local history. He
has written several
articles for history
societies and local
newspapers.
Cadet JR Conklin and Capt. EP Forrester. Photo submitted.

BILL SUPPORTED BY SERINO
TO PREVENT ELDER ABUSE

BY HV NEWS STAFF
Senator Sue Serino announced
that a bill she co-sponsored to
more effectively prevent elder
abuse and hold perpetrators accountable passed in the State Senate last week.
While elder abuse is chronically underreported and under prosecuted, it is estimated that nearly
300,000 New York seniors fall victim to some form of elder abuse
each year. According to recent
reports, elder financial exploitation is the most common form of
abuse, costing American seniors
billions of dollars annually. The
bill co-sponsored by Senator Serino would codify the highly successful Enhanced Multi-Disciplinary Team (E-MDT) Program
within the State Office for the
Aging, a move that will further
improve the effectiveness and ef-

ficiency of a program that works
holistically to prevent abuse, return stolen funds and empower New York’s seniors. To date,
E-MDT has secured almost two
million dollars in court-ordered
restitution for financial abuse victims.
“Since taking office, protecting vulnerable seniors from elder
abuse and financial exploitation
has been one of my top priorities,
and the Enhanced Multi-Disciplinary Teams play a critical role
in that effort as they work tirelessly to investigate, intervene and
prevent abuse,” said Senator Serino. “The E-MDTs have proven
to be incredibly successful, and
with the challenges created by the
COVID-19 pandemic, their work
has never been more important. I
am proud to have done my part to

IT'S OKAY TO TALK BACK TO US.

Email your Letter to the Editor to
editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com.

help expand this highly successful program over the years, and I
look forward to seeing all they are
able to accomplish when this bill
becomes law.”
Recently, local organizations
that work with the E-MDTs raised
potential legal issues around the
sharing of victim information
during case discussions in which
team members come from various industries, especially in light
of the recent changes made to
New York State's discovery laws.
The changes created uncertainties that make it difficult for local
E-MDT coordinators to recruit
and train new members that rep-

File photo.

resent organizations like county
Adult Protective Services, District
Attorney's offices, law enforcement, and more. The bill would
give the program the statutory
authority it needs to seamlessly
continue its important work.
The bill was sponsored in the
Senate by Senator Roxanne Persaud, Chair of the Senate’s Committee on Social Services, and it
must pass in the Assembly and be
signed by the Governor before it
can become law.
Senator Serino is the ranking
member of the Senate’s Committee on Aging.
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