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Anthony Poveromo showing a group his bamboo. Photo submitted.

When the New York Botanical Gardens have 
questions about bamboo they don’t reach out to the 
experts in China for the answer. Instead, a phone 
call is placed to Amenia.  Anthony Poveromo, 62, 
is the owner of East West Bamboo Farm located 
on Yellow City Road and perhaps the only bamboo 
farm in the state.  He is also a grass roots expert on 
well, grass, specifically the giant ornamental grass 

known as bamboo, which encompasses over 1,000 
different species.  A seven acre specimen farm, 
East West is home to 11 varieties of Phyllostachys 
(running) bamboos and six varieties of Fargesia 
(clumping) bamboos. Only about one hundred vari-
eties can be grown in the climate of New York.

What Poveromo does best is sell, install, main-
tain and remove bamboo.  He will come to your 
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Kyle Van De Water who only 
recently announced his intention 
to oppose incumbent 19th District 
Rep. Antonio Delgado has decid-
ed to drop out of the race citing a 
change in personal circumstances. 

In 2020 Van De Water survived 
a tough Republican primary con-
test with businesswoman Ola Ne-
sheiwat only to lose to Delgado in 
the general election. Van De Wa-
ter had told supporters he believed 
his 2020 showing justified another 
run this year.

However Hudson Valley News 
was aware early on that Van De 
Water was experiencing person-

al and professional problems and 
was having trouble raising mon-
ey. In 2020 there was much head 
scratching when Van De Water in-
sisted he was actively campaign-
ing and raising money when many 
observers witnessed the contrary. 
In spite of his relative absence 
on the campaign trail and lack of 
funding, Van De Water, after los-
ing the primary day vote to Ne-
sheiwat, managed to prevail after 
a surprising number of absentee 
ballots went his way.

The stage is now set for pop-
ular Dutchess County Executive 
Marc Molinaro to take on Delga-

do who is considered vulnerable 
in 2022. Many Republican Party 
leaders feel 2022 could be a good 
year for Republicans given it’s 
an off year and Biden has thus far 
seen his and his party’s fortunes 
plummet. 

Molinaro has given no formal 
indication he plans on running 
for Congress but it would be sur-
prising if he didn’t give it serious 
consideration. As for Van De Wa-
ter, he has indicated he will fully 
support the Republican nominee 
but will continue to focus on his 
current circumstances for the 
time being. 

VAN DE WATER QUITS CONGRESSIONAL RACE
BY JIM LANGAN

Dutchess County has seen 
new COVID-19 case count rise 
at a dramatic pace over the past 
several weeks, with active case 
counts increasing nearly 200% 
since the end of July. Dutchess 
County is currently classified as 
a “High Transmission” area by 
the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC).

To prevent COVID-19 spread, 
Dutchess County Department of 
Behavioral & Community Health 
strongly urges all community 

members to follow CDC Disease 
Prevention Guidelines, including:

• Get vaccinated - While more 
than 55% of Dutchess County’s 
population is fully vaccinated, 
and more than 71% of adults in the 
county have received at least one 
dose, there remains a significant 
portion of the population who are 
unvaccinated, providing greater 
opportunity for transmission of 
the virus. COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe, effective, free and readily 
available. Anyone 12 years and 

older is eligible to be vaccinated. 
For information about where 
to get COVID-19 vaccine, visit 
http://www.DutchessNY.gov/
covidvaccine.

• Wear a mask in indoor public 
spaces, even if fully vaccinated.

• Wash hands regularly with 
soap and water; or using hand 
sanitizer when necessary.

• Practice physical distancing 
– particularly in congregate 
settings

• Stay home when sick -  
Anyone experiencing cold or 
COVID-19 symptoms, including 
coughing, sneezing, loss of taste 
or smell; should stay home to 
rest, recover, and help prevent the 
spread of virus and disease.

In accordance with CDC 
guidance, the  DBCH recommends 
universal masking for indoor 
public settings – all individuals, 
regardless of vaccination status, 
are strongly urged to wear a face 
covering.

With the infectious Delta 
variant as the dominant 
circulating strain throughout the 
nation, masks protect vaccinated 
and unvaccinated persons from 
acquiring and transmitting 
COVID-19. Universal masking 
is an important mitigation step 
to enable for businesses and 
events to continue operating and 
for schools to reopen without 
disruption.

BY HV NEWS STAFF

DUTCHESS COUNTY EXPERIENCING HIGH
COVID-19 TRANSMISSION RATE 

Kyle Van de Water.  Photos submitted



site and tell you if the plant is 
even viable for your setting.  
And boy, can he teach you a 
thing or two about bamboo and 
its myriad of uses as well as 
how it could one day save the 
planet from climate change. 
Poveromo is a board member 

of the American Bamboo 
Society and feels his mission is 

to educate the public on what 
he calls, “The greatest natural 
resource known to man.”

According to Poveromo 
and lots of environmental 
experts, bamboo has the ability 
to remove 35% more carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere 
than trees. It grows and matures 
in five years compared to that of 
the average 24 years for trees.  

No pesticides or fertilizers 
are needed for the plant to 
grow, and once mature it 
can reach heights of up to 
120 feet tall in places like 
Thailand.  

Not only is bamboo the 
panda’s favorite snack, 
it can virtually inhibit 
soil erosion.  Poveromo 
explains the plants can 
take root in any location 
except standing water. He 
additionally claims that if 
a bamboo crop was grown 
in places with poor soil, 
its extensive root system  
(called a culm) could stop 
things like the mudslides 
that are so prevalent in 

California. 
Then why is bamboo not as 

prevalent in our landscapes 

as it should be, one might 
wonder.  Poveromo  says that 
bamboo has gotten a bad rap 
over the years due to its illusion 
of aggressiveness in growth.  
Running bamboo, if it has no 

root barrier, will just keep 
getting bigger.  In suburban 
settings this has caused friction 
with neighbors over who must 
maintain the plants. Clumping 
bamboo is more like a Hosta 
plant and is easier to maintain. 
Both need attention to stay 
healthy and thinned out.  They 
make a great fence line or 
visual shield. Before Poveromo 
sells any of his mature plants to 
buyers, he provides a complete 
education on their care.  

This second generation 
bamboo farmer is also quick 
to point out that bamboo is 

“the most versatile plant on 
the planet.”  Even the Paris 
Accord mentions bamboo 
as an important player in 
sustainability. Industrial uses 

include paper production, 
flooring, furniture and as a 
building material.  According 
to MIT, bamboo has a tensile 
strength equal to that of 
steel and could replace metal 
rebar without the problem of 
corrosion. You can even buy 
bamboo beer and tea!

If you would like to learn 
more about bamboo for your 
own landscape design, East West 
Farm is open by appointment 
only.  You may call Anthony 
Poveromo  at 914-522-8304 or 
find him on Facebook.  
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BAMBOO

Rare black bamboo.  Photos submitted

Bamboo garden in early spring.  

New bamboo shoots.

· On August 27, deputies 
responded to  Mountain View 
Drive in the Town of Pawling for 
a temporary order of protection 
violation.   Christian Owen, 
31, was charged with criminal 
contempt in the second degree 
and remanded to Dutchess 
County Jail

· On August 26, deputies 
investigated a criminal mischief 
complaint at White Farm Road 
in Dover.  Complainant reports 
discovering his car window 

broken however nothing 
appeared to be missing.

· On August 26, deputies 
responded to 82 Mountain View 
Drive in Pawling for a fraud 
complaint. A Report was taken.     

· On August 24, deputies  
responded t to Lakeside Park at 
2 Lakeside Drive soccer field 
in Pawling for a report of  large 
party with a bonfire on the field.

· Party goers dispersed 
without further action needed. 

HARLEM VALLEY ARRESTED DEVELOPMENTS
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Last week saw newly minted 
Gov. Kathy Hochul step out of the 
shadow of former Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and be sworn in as New 
York’s 57th governor. Hochul is a 
former Congresswoman and had 
served as Cuomo’s Lt. Governor 
since 2014. Hochul took the oath 
at midnight Tuesday, moments 
after Cuomo’s resignation 
became effective. Cuomo was 
serving out his third term before 
becoming ensnared in a still 
unresolved controversy regarding 
his handling and honesty dealing 
with the recent COVID crisis 
which saw thousands of nursing 
home deaths in New York. In 
addition, Cuomo’s tone deaf 
decision was to write a book 

congratulating himself on the 
fine job he did managing the 
pandemic and pocketing five 
million dollars along the way. 

But it was the allegations 
made by at least 11 women 
accusing Cuomo of sexually 
harassing them over the years 
that finally did him in. The 
women, all state employees, have 
filed various lawsuits and State 
Attorney Letitia James issued a 
report substantiating their claims. 
Hochul went on the record 
immediately saying, “I believe 
these brave women,” calling 
Cuomo’s behavior “disgusting 
and repulsive.”

Gov. Hochul began almost 
immediately to disavow much of 

Cuomo’s earlier claims including 
publishing dramatically higher 
COVID death tolls than 
reported by Cuomo’s Health 
Commissioner. Hochul then 
moved quickly to name Harlem 
State Sen. Brian Benjamin as 
her Lt. Governor saying she 
regards him as a total partner in 
governing. 

Hochul is considered a typical 
New York liberal but with a 
mind of her own. Shortly after 
choosing Sen. Benjamin as her Lt. 
Governor, Hochul expressed her 
disagreement with Benjamin’s 
position to defund the police. 
Balancing the often disparate 
political and cultural interests 
of New York voters is often a 

difficult task but early indications 
are Gov. Hochul is ready to take 
them on. The fact that unlike her 
predecessor, Hochul is well liked 
in Albany and not considered an 
intractable ideologue, suggests 
she should enjoy an extended 
honeymoon. 

BY JIM LANGAN

KOCHUL GETS TO WORK, CHOOSES LT. GOVERNOR

Lt. Governor Brian Benjamin. File photo.

Labor Day weekend signifies 
the end of summer.  Many fami-
lies will have barbecues and pool 
parties.  And spend time getting 
their kids ready to return to school 
(Thank God!).

But there also some extra cool 
events happening that you should 
attend.

Hudson Valley Hot-Air
Balloon Festival

The annual Hudson Valley 
Hot-Air Balloon Festival will offi-
cially take off September 3-5, and 
will be held once again at Tymor 
Park in Union Vale. 

They’ll be celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of the event this year 

with special fireworks dis-
plays each evening (Fri-
day-Sunday) followed by 
the spectacular moon glows. 
There will be early morning 
launches on Saturday and 
Sunday.   As always, balloon 
launches are weather and 
wind permitting, but activ-
ities will be available at all 
times.  Of course, the event 
will also include vendors, 
food trucks, live music, a 
beer and wine tent, helicop-
ter rides, and much more. 

Reservations can be made 
on a per person basis for a 

donation of $14 
for evenings and 
$7 for mornings.  
A reservation 
must be made in 
advance as dona-
tions will not be 
accepted at the 
gate.  Details and 
ticket informa-
tion is available at 
www.balloonfesthv.com.

Lime Rock Park 
Historic Festival

Lime Rock Park in Lakeville, 
Connecticut will host the Histor-
ic Festival from Thursday, Sep-
tember 2 - Monday, September 6, 
2021.  

Cornerstones of the event in-
clude the Vintage Race Car & 
Sports Car Parade on Thursday, 
a 17-mile tour through the local 
towns and villages; the Sunday 
in the Park Concours d’Elegance 

and Gathering of the Marques, at-
tracting nearly 1,000 vintage and 
historic cars and motorcycles; a 
swap meet and concessions all 
four days; plus Friday practice 
and vintage racing on Saturday 
and Monday.

There is free admission to vet-
erans, active military  and youths 
16 and under at all major racing 
events. General outfield parking, 
courtesy golf cart shuttle rides and 
paddock access are free too. Tick-
ets for adults are $25 and up.

Visit limerock.com or call 860-
435-5000 for more information. 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND EVENTS
BY CAROLINE CAREY
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PAGING DAN QUAYLE
How many of you remember 

Dan Quayle? He was President 
George H.W. Bush’s vice-president 
from 1989 to 1993. Quayle had 
been a back bench Senator from 
Indiana prior to being selected by 
Bush for the VP job. Quayle is 
best remembered as something of 
a lightweight and a guy who had 
trouble spelling the word potato. 
His vice-presidential debate 
with Democratic VP candidate 
Lloyd Bentsen will forever be 
remembered for Bentsen’s quip, 
“Senator, I knew Jack Kennedy 
and you’re no Jack Kennedy,” 
essentially ending Quayle’s career. 
The last confirmed sighting of 
the befuddled former 
VP was a random 
encounter with my son 
at a high-end resort in 
Montana where they shared a beer 
and cigars.

Fast forward thirty years to 
Kamala Harris’s star turn as Joe 
Biden’s vice-president and it’s 
déjà vu all over again. In her brief 
time in office, the former Califor-
nia senator has brought nothing to 
the table beyond her gender and 
race. She’s been nearly invisible 
and has yet to hold even one news 
conference. She has yet to find her 
way to the southern border in spite 
of being tasked just that by Presi-
dent Biden. She cackles  like a hen 
if a reporter gets within 50 feet of 
her and is mostly seen standing 
like a masked zombie at an oc-
casional Biden event. I’m mildly 
surprised the Secret Service hasn’t 
put out an Amber Alert for the 
missing vice-president.

 But it was Harris jetting off to 
Singapore and Vietnam as chaos 
reigned supreme in Afghanistan 

that had me scratching my head. 
Either she is simply clueless and 
tone deaf or is intentionally at-
tempting to distance herself from 
Joe Biden’s disastrous foreign 
policy decisions. Neither strat-
egy inspires confidence. Com-
pounding the felony was Harris’s 
conspicuous absence from the 
heart-wrenching scene of our fall-
en American heroes arriving at 
Dover Air Force Base. I want to 
know what prevented her from 
honoring those 13 soldiers with 
her presence. Again it smacks of 
cynical manipulation of the optics 
of having the likely next president 
associated with such a catastroph-
ic fail. I hope there’s a better ex-
planation but I haven’t heard one 
yet.

It probably hasn’t helped much 
that Harris like Quayle didn’t ex-
actly bring a loyal constituency or 
clearly defined sense of mission 
with them. Suffice it to say any 

self-respecting woman 
of color who accuses 
Joe Biden of being a 
racist during a presi-

dential debate and then leaps into 
his loving arms when Biden offers 
her the VP slot is not someone I 
would trust to make change for a 
$10 bill.

The big question now is what 
do the Democrats do about Harris 
going forward? Do they pretend 
she’s the future of the party or start 
looking around for a replacement? 
After most signs are pointing to a 
Democratic rout in 2022 with Re-
publicans reclaiming the House 
and Senate. Toss in concerns 
about Biden’s health and cognitive 
decline and somebody’s going to 
have to make a decision on Ka-
mala Harris and make it soon. She 
has not proved to be the Plan B 
Democrats envisioned when they 
chose her. So for the time being 
Dan Quayle can rest easy know-
ing Kamala Harris is making him 
look like Winston Churchill in the 
statecraft department.  

OPINION

USUALLY RIGHT
BY JIM LANGAN

“What do Democrats 
do about Harris 
going forward?”

One of New York Gov. Kathy 
Hochul’s first pronouncements, 
not surprisingly,  was a mandate 
for indoor masks for all schools in 
the state.

Hochul had previously voiced 
support for requiring universal 
indoor mask wearing in K-12 
schools. She called for the mask 
rules and the new vaccine re-
quirements for educators as part 
of a dire effort to curb the high-
ly contagious COVID-19 Delta 
variant fueling outbreaks.  “None 
of us want a rerun of last year’s 
horrors,” she said, referring to the 
pandemic’s prior waves over the 
winter and last spring.

She also wants to require un-
vaccinated school staff to under-
go weekly COVID testing But 
who will provide and pay for the 
tests? What kind of tests will have 
to be used? Where will testing 
take place?

Hochul said on “CBS This 
Morning” on Wednesday that 
while she doesn’t have the power 
to mandate vaccinations, she does 
have the authority to require un-
vaccinated staff to undergo regu-
lar testing.

Hochul also said that she spoke 
with school superintendents, 
school boards, parents and oth-
ers in the days before she became 
governor and that most wanted 
state action, particularly regard-
ing a mask mandate.

“This is a time of high anxiety 
for every mom and dad or anyone 
who sends kids to school, and I 
want to alleviate that by saying 
you know what, your child is 
going to be protected,” she said. 

“We know masks work and then 
we’ll work on getting the vaccina-
tions... and we’ll have done every-
thing we possibly can to ensure 
that that environment is safe so 
kids can start learning again.”

The state is distributing $335 
million in federal stimulus funds 
to counties outside of New York 
City for school testing programs. 
But it’s not yet clear how counties 
might use the money to help dis-
tricts meet Hochul’s mandate.

There is no official count of 
how many teachers and school 
staff in New York have been vac-
cinated. School districts can ask 
employees about their vaccina-
tion status, but must keep medical 
information confidential. Most 
districts in the Hudson Valley say 
that the great majority of staffers 
have been vaccinated.

NYSUT, the statewide teachers 
union, supports Hochul’s move 
to require regular COVID testing 
for unvaccinated staff, but is op-
posed to mandatory vaccinations.
“It’s critical that educators con-
tinue to have a voice in the im-
plementation of vaccine require-
ments and other COVID policies 
at the local level,” NYSUT Presi-
dent Andy Pallotta said in a state-
ment.

In New York City, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio announced that all school 
employees must show proof that 
they have received at least one 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine by 
September 27, although unions 
raised several concerns. Earlier 
in the summer, de Blasio said that 
school employees could opt for 
weekly testing.

MASK MANDATE RAISES 
QUESTIONS

Hochul mandates masks in schools and 
tests for unvaccinated employees

BY HV NEWS STAFF
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• Another horrific week for 
America and it doesn’t look 
much better this week with 
Clueless Joe Biden at the 
helm in Afghanistan, two 
more tropical storms on the 
horizon and COVID cases on 
the rise around the country. 
We checked out the Dutchess 
County Fair and noticed it 
was mobbed as folks just 
seemed to want a little long 
overdue distraction and fun.

 
• For you pearl clutchers out 

there worried that Donald 
Trump may be moving back 
to New York City, rest easy. 
Son Barron Trump was just 
enrolled at Oxbridge Acade-
my in West Palm Beach for 
the school year.

• We loved actress and for-
mer Andrew Cuomo primary 
opponent Cynthia Nixon’s 
comment on Cuomo losing 
his Emmy. “Neither of us is 
governor but I still have my 
Emmys.” 

• Texas Roadhouse in Pough-
keepsie has put out a table 
with 13 cold beers in tribute 
to the 13 soldiers killed in 
that cowardly suicide bomb-
ing at the Kabul Airport. 
Nice touch.

• We were also impressed 
when Dutchess County 
Comptroller candidate Ola 
Nesheiwat called on her op-
ponent, Robin Lois, and all 
local candidates to suspend 
campaigning Sunday, as the 

coffins of our 13 fallen he-
roes were returned to Dover 
Air Force Base. 

• A California parole board 
granted RFK assassin Sirhan 
Sirhan parole after 53 years 
in jail. Two of Bobby’s nine 
children testified in favor of 
letting him out. The gover-
nor has 90 day to review the 
decision. I was with one of 
RFK’s sisters when an ear-
lier board rejected Sirhan’s 
appeal. She turned to me and 
said the board did him a fa-
vor because she would kill 
him if he ever got out. She is 
now deceased.

• Speaking of California, em-
battled Gov. Gavin New-
some’s recall election is 
September 14. Frantic Dem-
ocrats are throwing the kitch-
en sink at his opponent Larry 
Elder. They’ve even resorted 
to calling the African-Amer-

ican Elder 
“the black 
face of 
white su-
premacy.” 
Pathetic but 
hilarious.

• We hear TV 
host RuPaul 
has volun-
teered to 
be the next 
host of “Jeopardy” now that 
the whole hosting thing has 
blown up. That could be the 
final polished nail in the cof-
fin. 

• Look for gas prices to spike 
as Hurricane Ida plows 
through the Gulf of Mexi-
co knocking production off 
line. Because we all know 
those oil companies never 
take advantage of a natural 
disaster to raise prices at the 
pump.

• Marist College just con-
cluded its pre-season foot-
ball camp and will open the 
season against Georgetown 
on the road Saturday. We 
hear they look pretty good 
this year.

• It looks like we 
may have a new “King 
of Late Night” with 
the ascension of Fox 
TV’s Greg Gutfeld. 
Last week he buried 
Stephen Colbert and 
Jimmy Fallon who 
are dead in the wa-
ter without Donald 
Trump to make bad 
jokes about. Colbert 
will be driving an 
Uber by Christmas.

• Harvard never 
disappoints as they 
named a Jewish athe-

ist as their new head chap-
lain. Apparently Harvard 
has 40 chaplains to accom-
modate all those deeply re-
ligious students and faculty. 
Satan was apparently un-
available.

• Actor extraordinaire Ed As-
ner died on Sunday.  The 
91-year-old actor is best 
known for the role of grumpy 
newsroom boss Lou Grant 
on “The Mary Tyler Moore” 
show in the '70s.  RIP, Ed.

• Finally, the Rolling Stones 
have announced their “No 
Filter” concert tour will pro-
ceed as planned in the wake 
of drummer Charlie Watt’s 
death. Watts will be replaced 
by veteran drummer and 
64-year-old youngster Steve 
Jordan who has played with 
everyone from Springsteen 
to Cat Stevens. 
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As frequent readers of this column know, I think everything is better 
with peaches. Last week I finally found a local ice cream stand that ac-
tually has homemade peach ice cream.  Zoe’s in LaGrangeville is spec-
tacular.  Their slogan is “from cow to cone in 3 days.”  Thanks to Zoe’s 
I no longer have to make my own peach ice cream, so I decided to play 
around with another peach recipe

Peach bread pudding is wonderful dish to make.  It is easy to make 
and feeds a crowd. You can use any bread but I prefer to use brioche, 
challah or croissants. It is great with vanilla ice cream and caramel sauce.

PEACH BREAD PUDDING
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Use 1/2 tablespoon butter to 

grease a 9" x 9" baking dish.
Whisk eggs and sugar in a 

large bowl: set aside.
Heat the 1 1/2 tablespoons 

butter over medium heat and add 
peaches. Cook about 5 minutes 
then add half and half and milk 
and mix. Remove from heat. Add 
egg/sugar mixture, vanilla, rum, 
salt and cinnamon.

Stir bread pieces into custard 
and let them soak in the custard 
for 30 minutes. Pour in baking 
dish and bake for 40 minutes 
covered. Uncover and bake for 
15 minutes more or until golden brown.

BY CAROLINE CAREY

• 2 tablespoons butter
• 4 peaches, cut into chunks
• 3 eggs
• 3⁄4 cup sugar
• 1 cup half and half
• 1 cup milk
• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 1 tablespoon white rum, 

optional
• 1⁄4 teaspoon salt
• 1⁄2 teaspoon cinnamon
• 3 - 4 cups stale bread, torn into 

small pieces

INGREDIENTS

A PEACHY LABOR DAY
of the

 HOUSE   

     WEEK         

High above the Oblong Valley, 
with views stretching for miles, 
sits Hudson House. The newly 
constructed home is situated per-
fectly on a ten-acre parcel, and is 
crafted with the highest attention 
to detail possible. 

Immediately upon entering, 
one is swept away by the level of 
detail. The center hall staircase is 
framed perfectly. There 
is a large living room 
with the western ex-
posure and views. The 
kitchen features top of 
the line appliances and 
custom cabinetry, and is 
open to the dining room. 
There is a stunning li-
brary with large Trav-
ertine fireplace, and a 
home office or fourth bedroom on 
this floor. There is also a powder 
room on this floor. For less formal 
occasions, there is a separate mud-
room entry with heated floors and 
ample storage including laundry. 
Upstairs there are two bedrooms 
which share a full bath and, final-

ly, the primary bedroom suite with 
fireplace, walk-in closet, and dou-
ble vanity marble bathroom with 
soaking tub and separate thermo-
static shower. The bedroom floor 
also has an additional laundry 
room for convenience. The full 

ceiling height basement is 
the perfect space to build 
a home gym with ample 
space for a wine cellar or 
any other storage ideas you 
may have. 

The gunite pool is per-
fectly situated off the 
house, and serviced by the 
ultimate pool house re-
plete with kitchenette and 

full bathroom. The poolhouse has 
hydronic radiant heat, a split unit 
air conditioning and its own wa-

ter heater. There is also a two-car 
garage large enough to fit any ve-
hicle plus extra storage and room 
for a workshop. Just minutes from 
the Metro North train station, and 
conveniently located near Trout-
beck, Silo Ridge, Sharon, Miller-
ton and Millbrook. 

70 Westerly Ridge, Amenia     $2,500,000



Dutchess County Executive 
Marc Molinaro and County 
Legislature Chair Gregg Pulver 
hosted the 2021 Agricultural 
Advisory Committee Forum at 
the Dutchess County Fairgrounds 
in Rhinebeck last week. Members 
of the Agricultural Advisory 
Committee, which includes 
local farmers, agri-business 
representatives, agricultural and 
land conservancy organizations, 
and others joined the discussion 
of issues and policies surrounding 
Dutchess County agriculture and 
farming.

New York State Senator Sue 
Serino and County Legislator 
Don Sagliano joined more 
than 50 local farmers, elected 
officials and representatives 
from various agricultural and 
land conservancy organizations 
at the forum.

Land in agriculture comprises 
over 100,000 acres in Dutchess 
County, which is almost one-
fifth of the county’s total acres. 
Accounting for nearly $44 

million in market value products, 
local agriculture is one of the 
county’s primary industries.

Molinaro said, “Agriculture 
continues to be as vital in 
Dutchess County as it did 
when the county was founded 
more than 400 years ago, and it 
remains an important industry 
moving forward. The dedication 
displayed daily by Dutchess 
farmers is an example of the 
work ethic that built this county, 
and it’s that continued hard 
work that enables local farms to 
thrive. We thank the Agricultural 
Advisory Committee 
members for their unwavering 
advancement of farming and its 
devoted practitioners, as well as 
their efforts to ensure agriculture 
remains a critical part of 
Dutchess County’s success for 
generations to come.”

In addition to a discussion 
about the state of agriculture 
in Dutchess County, members 
and attendees also reviewed 
the implementation of the 

Dutchess County Agricultural 
and Farmland Protection Plan, 
received an update on the County’s 
Partnership for Manageable 
Growth (PMG) program and 
heard presentations from the 
Dutchess County Agricultural 
Advisory Committee on the 
sessions completed in the 2021 
Farming in Dutchess Virtual 
Series thus far. Session topics 
included working with assessors 
and enhancing landowner/
lessee relationships, pathways 
for agricultural education, local 
foods and their importance, and 
the pressures faced by local ag 
uses.

The final session of the series 
was announced, an October 
seminar which will focus on 
identifying the challenges and 
opportunities related to food 
security in Dutchess County 
and across our region, as well 
as underlining the important 
connections between food 
security and local agriculture/
farming, will take place in the 

fall of this year; further details, 
including how to register, will 
be forthcoming as the date nears.

Chairman Pulver, a multi-
generational farmer in the Town 
of Pine Plains, said, “Whether 
providing nutritious food, 
employment opportunities or 
an enhanced quality of life, 
farming touches every Dutchess 
County resident while benefiting 
our local economy and adding 
to the bucolic personality of 
our community. We thank 
the Agricultural Advisory 
Committee for its service to 
Dutchess County, ensuring 
agriculture maintains its rightful 
place in the forefront of local 
priorities – both today and in the 
decades that will follow.”
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MOLINARO, PULVER HOST 2021 AGRICULTURAL 
FORUM AT THE DUTCHESS COUNTY FAIR

Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro and County Legislature Chairman Gregg Pulver with members of Dutchess County's Agricultural Advisory Committee at the Dutchess Coun-
ty Fairgrounds for the sixth Annual Agricultural Forum.  Photo submitted.
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The Harlem Valley’s favorite 
charity has a new mission.  
Angels of Light is well known 
for its advocacy for children and 
their families facing catastrophic 
illness during the holiday season.  
Acting as a “Secret Santa” on 
steroids, the Millbrook based 
501c-3 would gather wish lists 
and fulfill as many of the requests 
as possible in the hopes of 
bringing good cheer in difficult 
times.  Now, with families facing 
new hurdles due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, Angels of Light has 
set an inspiring goal to become 
a year round foundation.

When Lori and George 
Decker founded Angels of 
Light over ten years ago, they 
never dreamed it would take 
on the dimensions it has grown 
to. The Decker family simply 
was looking to help out local 
community members who were 
facing shortfalls due to illness 
during the holidays.  Together 
with a ten member board and a 
new mission statement adopted 
in March of this year, they 
are going full throttle helping 

literally hundreds of children 
and families. Now not only 
holiday wish lists will be 
fulfilled but also everyday 
needs like gas, lodging and 
food assistance.  They have 
additionally included those 
in need due to catastrophic 
accidents as part of their 
outreach.  For instance, when a 
local mother of seven perished 
recently due to a massive 
heart attack, Angels of Light 
donated a one thousand dollar 
gift card to the family to help 
with grocery expenses.

Angels of Light has partners 
throughout the Hudson 
Valley.  The Maria Fareri 
Children's Hospital, Ronald 
McDonad House of Westchester 
and Albany, and Blythedale 
Children’s Hospital are all 
serviced by the group.

With Mid-Hudson Regional 
Hospital now handling the 
pediatric services that were 
formerly taken care of at 
Vassar Hospital, they have been 
included on the list. Sparrow’s 
Nest is another close ally for 

the Angels team.  While some 
of these institutions may lie 
outside of Dutchess County, our 
residents utilize the facilities 
both as in and out patients.  
Hundreds of children who pass 
through their doors are included 
in the making dreams come true 
process.

With a larger client pool 
comes a greater need for 
financial support.  Lori Decker, 
founder and executive director 

of Angels of Light, is always 
on the lookout for new 
community sponsors in both 
the public and private sector.  
Her annual fundraiser, this 
year themed “Making Wishes 
Come True,” is a big part of 
the nonprofit’s fundraising 
effort. On October 1st, hosted 
by honorees Emilie Dyson 
and her daughter Molly 
Dyson-Schwery, guests will 
enjoy an evening of local 
fare, music and libations 
at the Dyson’s Spring Hill 
Farm in Millbrook.  The 
ticket includes entertainment 
by Nashville recording artist 
Jay Taylor as well as an open 
bar and samplings from fine 
dining establishments across 

the area.  
Decker is currently hoping 

for more donations for her silent 
auction table.  She is asking 
any local restaurants, wineries 
or distilleries to consider 
hosting a tasting table at the 
event.  Sponsorships can run 
the gamut from any amount 
that is affordable up to $50,000 
which will help 200 local 
families.  Admission is $175 
per person, $300 per couple, 
or $1,000 for a table of eight 
and can be purchased online at 
Angel of Light’s new website 
www.angelsoflighHV.org.  You 
may visit that website or find 
Angels of Light on Facebook 
for more information on the 
upcoming fundraiser or on how 
you can help sponsor a family 
in September for Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Month or any 
other time of year.

ANGELS GO ANNUAL
BY ALYSSA KOGON

Lori and George Decker (right) with a family sponsored by the Angels of Light.  
Photo submitted.

A sponsored child listening to music by Nashville's  Jay Taylor. Photo submitted.

Email your weekend events 
and activities  

by 5 p.m. on Fridays to 
weekend@thehudsononval-

leynews.com
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After months of speculation 
the legendary Dutchess County 
Fair returned to Rhinebeck in all 
its glory last week. Last year’s 
175th edition of the Fair was 
cancelled due to health concerns 
relating to COVID, leaving 
fairgoers, vendors and thousands 
of visitors disappointed. As 
winter turned to spring this year 
the rumor mill began working 
overtime as to whether there 
would be a 2021 Fair. While 
the COVID numbers had 
fallen dramatically and most 
COVID restrictions removed 
or modified, the fate of the fair 
hung in the balance well into 
the spring. There were concerns 
about people’s inclination to 
assemble in large numbers 
again as well as rumors that 
some vendors were refusing to 
commit for fear of losing money 
if attendance was low. However 

a confident Agricultural 
Committee in consultation with 
state and county officials made 
the official announcement in 
May that the Fair was a go. 

From there everything 
began to break the Fair’s 
way. Exhibitors and vendors 
alike signed up immediately 
and ticket sales were robust 
in spite of rumors to the 
contrary. Even the weather 
cooperated as stultifying heat 
gave way Tuesday to pleasant 
temperatures and no discernible 
rain. The music venue was 
packed every night with a 
variety of country and rock acts 
performing. There were plenty 
of the heralded corn dogs and 
funnel cakes consumed, and 
lively crowds at Foster’s and the 
beer tent run by the Rhinebeck 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
Nobody would be shocked to see 

this year’s attendance numbers at 
a record high or close to it.

It certainly appears organizers 
got it right this year anticipating 
people were anxious to escape 

the doom and gloom of the 
last 18 months and have some 
fun and fair food. They weren’t 
disappointed.

BY JIM LANGAN

BACK BETTER THAN EVER
Crowds return to Dutchess County Fair

Dutchess County Fair 2021. Photo submitted.

Pigs born at this year's fair. Photo submitted.4-H members show their livestock Photo submitted.
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around town

BY HEIDI JOHNSON

Ah, the fair.  It was so good to 
be back this year, even with the 
absence of a few of the events 
that my family usually enjoys.  
We really missed the Mad Sci-
ence show (understandably too 
close packed for COVID safe-
guards) but we did catch so many 
of my other favorites – the rac-
ing pigs, Hilby, the quilt show, 
music by my husband Jim and 
friends at the train station, dock 
diving dogs, Salute to Agricul-
ture building, and the New York 
State Police dive tank.  We also 
got some decadent treats from 
Taste Buds Café and bought a 
few items from the crafters.  Still 
managed to spend only $80 for a 
six-hour visit.  My daughter got 
in free, though, as she works at 
Gary’s Famous Socks tent.  Still, 
though, it was a great afternoon/
evening.  I just love the fair!

The end of the fair also marks 
the unofficial end of summer.  
Soon, the kids will be back in 
school, and we will be looking 
ahead to…Community Day!  

63rd Annual Stanford 
Community Day

Community Day will be held 
on Saturday, September 18 from 
9 a.m. until about 9 p.m. on the 
front lawn of the Grange build-
ing and the adjacent Recreation 
fields.  The schedule of events is 
as follows:

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.: Craft, ar-
tisans, antique fair and civic 
booths. Stanford Business Asso-
ciation car meet behind Grange 
Hall.

10 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.: Bee Bee 
the Clown performance at Chil-
dren’s Area by Recreation and 

Nursery School Booths
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.: S o c c e r 

games on Recreation Fields
10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.: “Stan-

fordville Swingers” performance 
featuring Anne Bernstein and 
Tosso Hettinger (Sponsored by 
Stanford Grange)

12 noon: Grandstand pro- 
gram at the Grange Hall

National Anthem – Stissing 
Mountain High School Band

Flag Raising – Stanford Junior 
Grange #414

Invocation – Rev. Jan Brooks, 
Stanford Grange vice president

Remarks by Stanford Grange 
President Kathleen “Katie” Fal-
lon

Remarks by Town of Stanford 
Supervisor Wendy Burton

2021 Community Citizen 
Award 

Grange recognitions and 
thanks

Musical Interlude by Stissing 
Mountain High School Band

12:30 p.m. Lloyd Woodcock 
Memorial Chicken BBQ Boxes 
ready at the Grange Booth- $15 
per dinner

1 p.m. - 3 p.m.: “Blue Plate 
Special” performance  (spon-
sored by the Stanford Business 
Association)

1 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.: Baseba l l 
games on Rec Field behind the 
Grange Hall

8 p.m.: “Together Again” fire-
works show  (sponsored by the 
Town of Stanford Town Board) 
and ice cream social (sponsored 
by Stewart’s Shops) behind the 
Grange Hall at the Rec Fields

Here is a partial list of the ac-
tivities and booths that will be 
going on throughout the day:

• Lloyd Woodcock Memo-
rial Chicken BBQ – Ready at 
12:30 p.m.

• Stanford Grange snack 
bar – Early bird breakfast (8 to 
10:30 a.m.),  hot dogs, hamburg-
ers, cold drinks, chips, coffee

• Stanford Grange Youth 
– Bake sale and raffles to raise 
funds to attend the 155th annual 
national Grange Convention in 
Wichita, Kansas

• Stanford Junior Grange 
#414 – Beanie Baby table to raise 
funds for the Hearing Ear Dog 
Foundation

• United Church of Christ – 
Baked potatoes and toppings

• Stanford Lions Club – 
Three Visa gift cards raffles, town 
calendar sales, Lions Club infor-
mation

• Bulls Head Oswego 
Quakers – Info booth and free 
oatmeal cookies

• Stanford Garden Club – 
Fall bulb sale and mum sale

• Stanford Fire Company/
Rescue Squad – Fire truck at the 
Grange Hall

• Stanford Historical So-
ciety – Historic Stanford Photo-
graphs Display

• Stanford Business Asso-
ciation – Information Booth and 
town business information, Fall 
5K information and sign up near 
the car show

• Stanford Free Library – 
Book raffles

• Taconic Distillery – Tast-
ings by the library tent

• Tattan Brown Rahman 
Syndrome Community – Milk-
shakes 

• Stanford Rec Commis-
sion – Haunted Fortress Info and 
games with prizes

• Stanford Nursery School 
– Bake sale, face painting, gold-
fish toss

• Stissing Theatre Guild – 
2022 show information, meet and 
greet 

• Pine Plains FFA – Ag in-
formation table and shirt sales

• 2021 election information 
by town political parties

• Stanford democratic com-
mittee – corn hole game

• Stanford Special Events 
Committee – Quarantine cook-

book Sales, List of New and On-
going Projects

• Stanford Conservation 
Advisory Commission – Native 
and invasive plant species info, 
residential conservation tips, 
large-scale map identifying the 
diversity of habitats found in 
Stanford

• Winnakee Land Trust – 
Information booth

• Ralph T. Waterman Bird 
Club – Information table

• New York State Troop-
ers– “The Convincer” machine 
and seat belt safety

• Dutchess County Depart-
ment of Corrections – Communi-
ty outreach info

• Dutchess County Human 
Rights Commission – Informa-
tion booth

Vendor spaces for the Craft 
and Artisan fair are still available 
for $20 per space. To reserve a 
space or request more informa-
tion, contact Grange Secretary 
Ryan Orton at 845-868-7869.

Stanford Library 
Watercolor Workshop

The Watercolor Workshop will 
return on Tuesday, September 21 
and continue on the first, third 
and fifth Tuesday of each month.  
The time is 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Par-
ticipants can bring an image to 
work from, or choose one pro-
vided in class.  Learn how to use 
this medium to express your cre-
ativity.  Wet on wet, dry brush, 
or very detailed techniques will 
be demonstrated.  Please call or 
stop in to register.  Supplies are 
not provided.  A list of materials 
is available at the library.  Call 
845-868-1341 or email stanford-
library@optonline.net to register.

That’s it for me this week.  See 
you all next Wednesday.

Heidi Johnson can be 
reached at 845-392-4348 or 
heidij08751@gmail.com.
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6411 Montgomery Street, 

Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-876-8052

www.fosterscoachhousetavern.com

Summer
Rock YourRock Your

With UsWith Us
Foster’s will be at the Dutchess County Fair on 
Tuesday, August 24 to Sunday, August 29, 2021.

& concert featuring chris janson

saturday, october 2
amenia, new york

4pm rodeo • 7pm concert

tickets & info:  
hudsonvalleyrodeo.com

100% of net proceeds to benefit the  

amenia-wassaic community organization

HITS INCLUDE:
“BUY ME A BOAT”
“FIX A DRINK”
“GOOD VIBES”
“DRUNK GIRL” 
AND “DONE” 

supporting the:  

the amenia-wassaic community organization

and sponsored in part by:   

the silo ridge community foundation

register online for children’s mutton bustin’

The community turned out in a big way this weekend to 
celebrate the groundbreaking of the Eddie Collins Memorial 
Park in Millerton.  The local community put on an awesome 
ice cream social to celebrate the big day at the only public 
facility in the area with athletic fields, a playground for children 
with physical disabilities and open space for outdoor events. 
After years of planning and organizing, the park’s renovation 
is officially underway and we can’t wait to see the result!

Photo submitted.


