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Millerton may have once been just a sleepy 
border town but not anymore.  On any given day, 
the streets are packed with happy day trippers en-
joying all that the quaint and revitalized village 
has to offer.  This weekend, you can expect those 
crowds to be much larger.  Millerton’s first annual 
Food Festival hits the Harlem Valley on Saturday, 
September 18 starting at 10:00 a.m. and going un-
til 8:00 p.m.  Best yet, this is a freebie. 

The festival will extend past the village streets 
into the town’s borders with lots of incredible cu-
linary surprises, live music, children’s activities, 
and an enhanced Farmer’s Market.  Tastings, ex-
otic ingredients, and wine and spirits will be in 
abundance.  The festival is being produced by the 
Millerton Business Alliance who has been plan-
ning the event for months.
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FOOD FEST

HARLEM VALLEY ARRESTED DEVELOPMENTS

An extensive undertaking for 
the first time out, most store-
fronts in the area are partici-
pating.  Everyone from the li-
brary to North East Ford plan on 
hosting vendors or putting out 
their own wares.  While meant 
to highlight existing food and 
drink operations, several local 
restaurants are planning on put-
ting out a special offering such 
as a crepe station at The Dig on 
Main Street. Elizabeth’s Jewelry 
may not be in the cuisine biz, but 
they will furnish seasonal cider 
and donuts that day.

The weekly North East Com-
munity Center Farm Market will 
be extra enticing. Live music 
along with weekly providers will 
be present.  However, the interns 
at the NECC will be preparing 
a dish made from market goods 
and giving out free tastings to 
shoppers.  Former favorite, Love 
Feast, who specializes in veg-
an Indian food is returning just 
for this one engagement.  Ad-
ditionally, the NECC will have 
children’s fun activities at their 
building in town.

If you want to mix in a stroll 
on the Rail Trail, you will not be 
left out.  The historic Irondale 
Schoolhouse, which sits at the 

trailhead, will have cookies for 
everyone to decorate as well as 
a live broadcast by America’s 
smallest public radio station, 
Robin Hood Radio. Several lo-
cal farms will also be set up in 
tents along the trail.

North East Ford has invited 
multiple vendors to their exten-
sive lot.  Ronny Brook Farm 
will have dairy treats up for sale 
along with many more area mer-
chants.  Not food related, The 
Pathfinder Academy will hold a 
soccer superstars Meet 'n Greet 
from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
at North East Ford that day. 
The kids will love getting auto-
graphs!

If you want to be part of the 
action, you can enter the Cookie 
Cook-Off at the North East-Mil-
lerton Public Library for the 
chance to win a $100 prize gift 
certificate to any business in 
town.  Held from 10:00 a.m. 
until noon, guests are invited to 
sample the entries and vote for 
their favorite bite. Bakers can 
drop off their goodies on Sep-
tember 17 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and September 18 from 9 to 10 
a.m. at the library.

If you would like more infor-
mation on the generous sponsors 
as well as the participants for 
this grand event you can visit 
millertonny.com.

• On September 6, deputies 
responded to the area of 3480 
Route 343 in the Town of 
Amenia for an erratic vehicle 
complaint.  Investigation 
revealed this to be a domestic 
dispute occurring in a 
vehicle.  Investigation was  
completed without incident.

• On September 6, deputies 
responded to Lakeside Park 
at 40 Dodge Road in the Town 
of Pawling for 30-50 kids 
walking into the park and a 
possible party in the area.  A 

large group of subjects were 
located and were dispersed 
without incident.

• On September 7, deputies 
arrested  Charles W. 
McGuire, 28,  on an arrest 
warrant for burglary in the 
second degree out of the 
Town of Amenia Court.  
McGuire was arraigned at the 
Town of Amenia Court and 
released to the supervision 
of probation.  McGuire is to 
return to Town of Amenia 
Court at a later date.

• On September 7, deputies 
responded to 17 Prospect 
Street in the Town of Pawling 
for a physical fight with 
injuries.   The victim of said 
complaint was assaulted by a 
male subject who reportedly 
struck him in the head with 
an unknown object.  The 
investigation is ongoing.

• On September 9, deputies 
responded to Holmes Road 
in Pawling for a one car 
property damage crash.  
Subsequently, deputies 
arrested the operator, Victor 
Eduardo Martinez Vargas, 
36, for DWI.    Vargas was 
processed at headquarters 

and released on traffic tickets.
• On September 10, deputies 

responded to 35 St. George 
Road in Dover for the larceny 
of a bracelet. 

• On September 11, deputies 
arrested Terry Conrath, 51, 
for DWI subsequent to a 
traffic stop on Route 22 in 
the Town of Dover. Conrath 
was released and is to appear 
in the  Town of Dover Court 
on  a later date    

• On September 11, deputies 
responded to Tractor Supply 
in Amenia for the larceny of 
a backpack leaf blower.  The 
investigation is ongoing.



By now you are all chomping 
at the bit to attend the Dutchess 
County Rodeo on October 2 at 
Keane Stud Farm on Depot Hill 
Road in Amenia.  The 4:00 p.m. 
festivities promises to be a rootin’ 
tootin' good time with everything 
from bull riding to kid’s Mutton 
Bustin.  Fans can then either 
choose to head home at 6:00 p.m. 
after the conclusion of the rodeo 
or stay for a world class concert 
with country music star Chris 
Janson headlining the show.  
Supporting Janson is none other 
than Hudson Valley homegrown 
Ian Flanigan, star of “The Voice.”  
Flanigan is a Saugerties native 
and has a huge following locally.

While all of this sounds 
like good clean family fun, the 

catharsis behind the first ever, 
and hopefully annual, rodeo is 
all about helping others.  The 
proceeds from the show will 
support the Amenia-Wassaic 
Community Organization.  This 
benevolent group provides 
resources to support the work of 
qualified nonprofit community 
organizations serving the Amenia-
Wassaic area. Their goal is to 
create healthier, happier, more 

connected lifestyles for all local 
residents. Through partnerships 
with community organizations, 
they work to establish and support 
parks, trails, town improvements, 
public spaces, and programs for 
everyone.  

The gates to the separate 
concert field open at 6:00 p.m. 
with the show at 7:00.  Woodstock 
based Chet 5 Productions are at 
the helm of this portion of the 
evening and they come with a 
fantastic resumé for putting on a 
great party.  Gary Chetkof is the 
president of Chet 5 and also the 
principal owner and president 
of Radio Woodstock/WDST.  
Already under his belt are such 
stellar spectacles as Mountain 
Jam, Speed of Sound Festivals 
and Taste of Country.  If you are 
on the ledge about purchasing 
tickets, take the leap.  This is 
going to be one great show 
with food vendors and all the 
trimmings.  

Chris Janson needs no 
introduction to country music 
fans.  The thirty something 
superstar already has three full 
length albums including “Buy Me 
A Boat,” “Everybody” and the 
recently released “Real Friends” 
to his name. Nashville based, the 
crooner has had multiple singles 
on the national charts such as 
“Good Vibes” and “Done,” both 
reaching number one positions in 
their category. A triple threat, the 
singer/musician has additionally 
co-written songs with the likes 
of Tim McGraw, LoCash and 
Randy Houser.  A great showman, 
Nashville Gab (a country music 
and gossip website) wrote that, 
"He (Janson) is explosive on stage 
and completely unpredictable. 
I compare his live set to a wild 
horse, it's not meant to be tamed. 
He brings a blue-collar, redneck 
edge to every show that seems to 

be lacking in country music these 
days. Chris Janson is the future of 
country music.”

Fans of NBC’s “The Voice” 
need no introduction to Ian 
Flanigan and his distinctive vocal 
stylings.  Although he came in 
third place, Flanigan did make a 
huge impression on the judges as 
well as the American public.  His 
latest single, “Grow Up,” features 
Blake Shelton, his Voice mentor.  
Despite his sudden stardom, the 
seasoned troubadour has a human 
side. Now five years sober, he 
sits on the advisory board of 
Hope Rocks, an organization 
that supports those struggling 
with addiction, isolation and 
depression.   

Tickets for the Hudson Valley 
rodeo and concert can be bought 
as a package or separately. Prices 
range from only $12 for a child’s 
admission up to $295 for a VIP 
concert and rodeo package, 
which includes premium seating, 
gourmet food, and a host of other 
perks too long to mention.  Go to 

www.eventbrite.com/e/hudson-
val ley-rodeo-chr i s - janson-
concert-tickets-165820735283 
for purchase options.
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CONCERT FOR A CAUSE
BY ALYSSA KOGON

Ian Flanigan. File photo.

Chris Janson. File photo.



Indian Rock Schoolhouse 
has named Nancy L. Nowak as 
its new board president.  She 
replaces Elizabeth Murphy, who 
will continue her long-standing 
service on the IRS board.   Nowak 
is a graduate of Webutuck Central 
School, earned her undergraduate 
degree from SUNY New Paltz 
and holds a master’s degree in 
education from the University 
of New Haven.  She retired from 
the school district of Palm Beach 
County in 2017 after 21 years in 
elementary and special education.

Indian Rock Schoolhouse at 
25 Mygatt Road is a project of the 
Webutuck Country Schoolhouse 
Association founded in 2001.  The 
project was launched to restore 
and preserve the schoolhouse 
which was in operation from 1858 
through 1927.  The success of this 
undertaking was due in large part 
to the effort and dedication of 
the late Ann Linden, and enjoys 
the continued support of the  

Maplebrook School.  
The “Schoolhouse” 
has garnered broad 
community support, 
offering educational 
programs to students 
in grades one through 
four.  Plans are in place 
to re-establish the 
Arbor Day programs 
and History Immersion 
Day, curtailed for two 
years by Covid-19.

To that end, Indian 
Rock Schoolhouse has 
scheduled "Community 
Day at the Schoolhouse" 
grounds for Saturday, 
October 9 from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
Community Day, along 
with the annual raffle, is 
the association’s main fundraiser 
and is run in conjunction with 
the popular Amenia Lions Club 
BBQ chicken dinner.  The day 
will include music, a variety of 

fall activities for children, craft 
vendors, and baked goods.  The 
Amenia Historical Society will 
be on hand for schoolroom tours.  

It is hoped that this Community 
Day will be a great success as IRS 
celebrates its 20th anniversary.
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Indian Rock Schoolhouse in Amenia. Photo submitted.

Dutchess County announced 
on September 9 that to assist 
residents and businesses in the 
wake of Hurricane Ida, the coun-
ty’s Department of Emergency 
Response is collecting informa-
tion through an online portal 
from residents and businesses 

who have experienced damage 
or loss associated with the storm 
Ida. The portal can be accessed 
by going to https://www.sur-
veymonkey.com/r/5K2FYRM. 
Residents are reminded that sub-
mitting their information is not a 
guarantee of funding and online 

submissions do not 
register them with 
FEMA.

Dutchess Coun-
ty is awaiting a di-
saster declaration 
from FEMA, and 
the proactive mea-
sure of gathering 
residents’ damage 
information will 
help the county 

calculate residents’ losses 
throughout the communi-
ty. If and when Dutchess 
County receives its disaster 
declaration and FEMA de-
termines the area is eligible 
for individual assistance, 
residents will be notified 
about how to register and 
apply for aid.

Among other basic in-
formation collected on the 
online portal, residents and busi-
nesses will be asked to provide:

- The type of structure that 
was damaged;

- The water depth in living 
area or production/business 
space;loss or damage cost esti-
mate; and a brief description of 

the loss or damage.
Though Dutchess County 

has met its financial threshold 
for public assistance with New 
York State and FEMA, the 
county continues to seek the 
most accurate estimate of dam-
ages for reimbursement.

BY HV NEWS STAFF
COUNTY HAS ONLINE PORTAL FOR IDA DAMAGES

BY HV NEWS STAFF

INDIAN ROCK SCHOOLHOUSE NAMES NEW BOARD PRESIDENT 
File photos.
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SHAMELESS SELECTIVE 
OUTRAGE OF DEMOCRATS

By the time you read this the 
ugly California recall election will 
be over. Indications are Nancy 
Pelosi’s favorite nephew Gavin 
Newsome will prevail in spite of 
the catastrophic job he has done 
as governor. His singular ability 
to drive people and business out 
of California prompted more than 
1.7 million voters to sign a recall 
petition. His opponent, Larry El-
der, is a fairly well known conser-
vative radio host perhaps as well 
known recently for his pitchman 
duties for a pain relief product. 

Elder is a graduate of presti-
gious Brown University and Mich-
igan Law School. He has written 
numerous books on 
finance and practiced 
law over the years as 
well as receiving an 
Emmy for broadcast 
achievement. In short, 
the man is no slouch. Did I forget 
to mention that Mr. Elder is Afri-
can-American and a Republican? 
Sadly that is a big part of his story 
and the recall contest.

From the moment Elder an-
nounced his candidacy he has 
been savaged by Democrats and 
their water carriers in the media as 
somewhere between a traitor to his 
race and the "black face of white 
supremacy." It has been disgrace-
ful to watch but not unpredict-
able in today’s Democratic Party. 
Rather than embrace or respect a 
69-year-old black man who knows 
something about discrimination 
and adversity, Democrats chose to 
demonize Elder as they have ev-
ery other black Republican from 
Clarence Thomas, South Carolina 
Sen. Tim Scott, Dr. Ben Carson, 

Condoleeza Rice to Colin Powell. 
And the party of tolerance says 
nothing.

But it was last week’s attack on 
Larry Elder as he campaigned in 
LA that put the exclamation point 
on the hypocrisy of the left. As El-
der made his way down a public 
street surrounded by supporters 
and media, a young white woman 
emerged from the crowd nattily at-
tired in a gorilla mask of all things 
and began hurling eggs at Elder. 

Let’s stop right there. Substi-
tute any black political figure hav-
ing some nut job whistle a couple 
of Eggland’s finest at them and tell 
me what happens. First the perpe-
trator goes down like John Hinck-
ley in front of the Washington Hil-
ton and is next seen in a courtroom 
trussed up like Hannibal Lecter. 
By the six o’clock news we know 
the person’s name and what they 
had for breakfast and Chuck 
Schumer is in front of a camera 

proposing making egg 
sales illegal. 

Well guess what? 
Not only wasn’t the 
woman arrested and 
charged with the now 

ubiquitous hate crime designation 
but she has yet to be identified by 
authorities. There were no howls 
of indignation for Mr. Elder or any 
meaningful attempt to look for this 
woman. She’s on tape for God’s 
sake. But of course the Democrats 
don’t want to find her although 
half of them probably know who 
she is.

Clearly Democrats are 
uncomfortable running black 
candidates who wander too far 
off the plantation. They want 
candidates who tow the party line 
and believe in dependence on 
government for their existence. No 
original thinkers need apply. That’s 
one of the reasons they despise 
conservatives. They can’t control 
them. Here’s hoping I’m wrong on 
the recall and Elder prevails.  

OPINION

USUALLY RIGHT
BY JIM LANGAN

“Democrats chose 
to demonize Elder 

as they have 
every other black 

Republican.”

ITS OKAY TO TALK  BACK TO US.
Email your Letter to the Editor to editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com. 

Candidate for Dutchess County 
Comptroller Ola Nesheiwat 
Hawatmeh criticized her 
opponent, Robin Lois, for being 
quick to criticize but not doing 
enough the help fix problems at 
agencies that the comptroller’s 
office audits.

“Last week Robin Lois 
released an audit and public 
relations blitz slamming the 
Child Abuse Prevention Center,” 
said Nesheiwat. “While I don’t 
dispute that the Center could’ve 
done better with its accounting 
procedures, it’s shameful that 
Robin Lois sought headlines 
shaming this important agency 
that does critical work for our 
community.”

“Robin Lois said that ‘previous 
audits found the same situation of 
untimely execution of contracts’ 
but over the past four years, she 
hasn’t done anything to help fix 
the problem – she just points and 
complains,” added Nesheiwat. 
“When I’m elected as your new 
Dutchess County comptroller, I’ll 
work diligently to identify these 
sorts of issues, but will then go 
further by actually working with 
the agencies to find permanent 
solutions.”

Nesheiwat has a background 
in business, having founded her 
first company at age 29 after 
recovering from thyroid cancer. 
As the mother of three boys, her 
business, Mom Me Makeover, 
helped fellow moms feel more 
confident through makeovers. As a 
one-person enterprise, Nesheiwat 
managed the accounting, worked 
with vendors, made sure orders 
were fulfilled, and turned the 

company into a success by the 
end of the first year.

Nesheiwat is also an outspoken 
advocate for victims of violence 
and abuse, as a survivor of 
domestic violence.   “Its 
particularly upsetting that Robin 
Lois attacked the Child Abuse 
Prevention Center, devaluing 
the important work that its 
dedicated employees do every 
day,” added Nesheiwat. “Yes, 
there needs to be improvement in 
some their financial management 
practices – but as someone who 
has experienced terrible abuse 
firsthand, I wholeheartedly 
support the Center’s mission and 
the valuable work it does.”

Nesheiwat announced her 
candidacy back in April for this 
year’s election for Dutchess 
County comptroller. She has 
successfully qualified for the 
ballot on the Republican and 
Conservative lines and will face 
incumbent Robin Lois in the 
November general election.

COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE 
SHOULD HELP SOLVE PROBLEMS

BY HV NEWS STAFF

Ola Nesheiwat Hawatmeh. File photo.
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• In the historic Boston 
Public Gardens, the 2,997 
American flags placed there 
to honor those lost on 9/11 
were vandalized last week. 
The same thing happened 
in Riverside, California as 
well. Let’s hope cops find the 
perpetrators and put them on 
the first flight to Kabul and 
see how that desecration of 
the flag thing is working over 
there. 

• We thought the 9/11 
ceremonies were as powerful 
and moving as ever. We 
did find it appalling that 
the current president of 
the United States couldn’t 
bring himself to deliver any 
remarks beyond a one minute 
pre-recorded message. His 
handlers are obviously afraid 
to let him off his leash. 
Embarrassing.

• Donald Trump wasn’t exactly 

a profile in courage either 
by using the anniversary to 
criticize Biden when he made 
a surprise visit to a New York 
City police and fire station. 
9/11 isn’t about you, Donald. 
Honor the fallen with dignity 
and leave the politics for later.  

• A retired American Airlines 
flight attendant, Paulie 
Veneto, who regularly 
worked United Flight 175 
out of Boston, walked a drink 
cart from Logan Airport 
to Ground Zero to honor 
his fallen colleagues. He 
had a previously scheduled 
vacation day that awful day.

• Well, that didn’t take long. The 
seemingly endless journey of 
Derek Jeter to Cooperstown 
is finally over but the tacky 
merchandising of his image 
has just begun. Next to an 
article on Jeter’s induction 
in the New York Post was a 

full page ad 
giving us all 
an opportunity 
to own a 13 
inch figurine 
for three 
c o n v e n i e n t 
p a y m e n t s 
of $37. I’m 
a s s u m i n g 
every one of 
those drunken 
hammerheads 
I see on 
Metro-North 
heading to a 
Yankee game 
will have one.

• We’re not sure if this 
is good news or not 
but Pat Sajak and 
Vanna White have 
signed up to continue 
hosting “Wheel of 
Fortune” through 
2024. Hey, it’ll give 
you something to 
do while you wait 
for somebody to 
settle on a host for 
“Jeopardy.”

• Here’s some bad 
news for those who like 
buying their meat from a 
vending machine. Applestone 
Farms which operates a 
number of such outlets is 
closing its doors including 
the one in Stone Ridge. We 
bought a steak there once but 
it just didn’t feel right. Kind 
of like buying a fine wine in a 
box.

• Speaking of wine, the annual 
Wine and Food Festival at the 
Fairgrounds in Rhinebeck was 
mobbed over the weekend. It 
was a pricey $45 to attend and 
we hear the lines were long 
for one of those tiny plastic 
cups of wine.  

• You heard it here first months 
ago. Bill Cosby is supposedly 
working on a new 
TV show and 
writing a book. 
What happened to 
the infirmed blind 
man we saw in court 
every day? 

• We also hear Jay 
Leno is returning to 
TV as host of “You 
Bet Your Life” the 
iconic old Groucho 
Marx show. Leno 
promises no politics 
or dirty jokes. Won’t 
that be nice.

• Congratulations to British 
teenager Emma Raducanu 
who won the U.S. Open 
last week without losing a 
single set. She came into the 
tournament ranked 150th. 
Let’s hope we’re seeing a 
changing of the guard in 
women’s tennis. Enough 
with pouty, self-absorbed and 
overweight Serena Williams.

• Finally, if anyone is 
wondering why this 
newspaper hasn’t printed 
a word about the untimely 
death of a young veteran 
from our area it’s because we 
consider it a personal tragedy, 
not a news story. Shame on 
those who exploited the story 
with the grim details. The 
poor soul left behind four 
young children.
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Local tomatoes are still plentiful and juicy.  And thanks goodness for 
friends with overflowing gardens!

This is a very simple way to enjoy the end of summer.  You simply 
grate the pulp from two tomatoes and spread it over garlic toast. The 
crisp toast absorbs and drinks in the tomato pulp.  Feel free to top it with 
a bit of shredded basil.

Next up it’s time to start embracing our fall crops!

TOMATO TOAST
Cut the tomatoes in half 

around the equator. Put a box 
grater in a large bowl and rub 
the cut side of the tomato against 
the large holes.  Flesh will be 
reduced to pulp and discard the 
skins.

Slice the bread in half and 
then cut each side into 2 inch 
wide strips. Place the bread 
strips, cut side up, on a wire rack on a baking pan.  Broil until bread 
is slightly browned and crisp, about 2 - 3 minutes.

Rub toast with cut side of garlic. Spread tomato pulp over the 
toasts and drizzle with olive oil and sprinkle with salt.

BY CAROLINE CAREY

• 2 large ripe tomatoes
• ½ teaspoon salt
• 1 ciabatta loaf
• 1 large garlic clove, peeled 

and halved
• 3 tablespoons olive oil
• Flaky sea salt for serving

INGREDIENTS

GOODBYE SUMMER
of the

 HOUSE   

     WEEK         

This stunning 
home has an idyl-
lic River Road 
prestigious loca-
tion, with beau-
tiful views of the 
Hudson River. 
Rogers Point Ma-
rina is just up the 
road, Culinary In-
stitute of America is four miles 
away and it’s just a short drive to 
the Village of Rhinebeck.

This thoughtfully designed 
contemporary ranch style home 
with Brazilian teak flooring. The 

open concept, one floor living has 
master bedroom en suite and deck 
access and river views. There is the 

living room, 
dining room, 
office and 
two addition-
al bedrooms, 
with bath ac-
cess, plus 
powder room 
and laundry on 
main level. 

An addi-
tional finished 
upper level of-
fers the same 
beautiful river 
views, is the 
perfect fami-
ly room gath-
ering area, 
with space for 
guests, or ex-
panded family, 
in the two ad-
ditional bed-

rooms and bath. An unfinished 
walk out basement is ready to be 
finished. 

100 River Road, Hyde Park   $1,290,000
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A special thanks this week to 
the members of Stanford Fire 
Company for the incredibly 
moving 9/11 service held this past 
Saturday at the Stanford Town 
Hall.  Everything was beautifully 
done and a fitting tribute to the 
memories of those who were lost 
in the World Trade Center attacks 
on September 11, 2001.

There are lovely photos of 
the event on the Stanford Fire 
Company Facebook page, 
including a video of  Will 
Moriarty playing bagpipes at 
night while the flags are lit.  Here 
is some additional information 
from the fire company:

“The candles will light each 
night through 9/19. They light 
approximately 7:40 p.m. each 
night so we do ask that you park 
by 7:30 p.m. as to not disturb 
those who are taking it all in. 
Thank you again for all of your 
support.”

Our most heartfelt thanks to 
the fire company members and 
community volunteers who made 
this special event possible.

63rd Annual Stanford 
Community Day

Stanford Community Day 

is this coming Saturday, 
September 18 from 9 a.m. 
until about 9 p.m. on the front 
lawn of the Grange building 
and the adjacent Recreation 
fields.  The day will include a 
Craft, Artisan and Antique Fair, 
performances by Bee Bee the 
Clown, soccer games, music by 
the Stanfordville Swingers, the 
Grandstand program, chicken 
barbecue, performance by Blue 
Plate Special, baseball games, an 
ice cream social, and to cap it all 
off, fireworks.  Yes, fireworks!    

The full schedule is available 
at local businesses, or on the 
Town of Stanford website, 
townofstanford.org/events/63rd-
annual-stanford-community-day, 
or on the Stanford Grange #808 
Facebook page.  

Don’t miss it!  It is always a 
fun time to catch up with people 
you haven’t seen in months.  
For more information, contact 
Grange Secretary Ryan Orton at 
845-868-7869.

Stanford Library 
Upcoming Events

The popular Watercolor 
Workshop will return on Tuesday, 
September 21 and continue on the 
first, third and fifth Tuesday of 
each month.  The time is 1:00 to 
4:00 p.m. Participants can bring 
an image to work from, or choose 
one provided in class.  Learn how 
to use this medium to express 
your creativity.  Wet on wet, dry 
brush, or very detailed techniques 

will be demonstrated.  
Please call or stop in to 
register.  Supplies are 
not provided.  A list of 
materials is available 
at the library.  

All About Lilies - 
Tuesday, September 
21 at 10 a.m. via 
Zoom.  The genus 
Lilium contains some 
of the most fragrant 
and fascinating plants 
around. But how 
much do you actually 
know about them? 
Learn the differences 
between asiatic lilies 
and oriental lilies, the 
difference between 
a trumpet and an 
oriental, just how big some lilies 
can grow…and much more!  
Presented by Philomena Kiernan, 
Master Gardener Volunteer, from 
Cornell Cooperative Extension. 

Repair Café – Saturday, 
October 2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Handy folks will be available to 
look at your broken/non-working 
items and try to restore them to 
working order.  (I think these 
events are wonderful – saves cost 
and solid waste as old items are 
fixed, not thrown away.)  Some 
items which can be brought 
to the café are, but not limited 
to: clothing, furniture, small 
electrical appliances, toys, and 
bicycles.  There is no charge for the 
repairs, but voluntary donations 
are welcome.  Refreshments will 
be available.  There is ample 
parking and handicap access.

To register for any of the 
above programs, or for more 
information, contact the 
library at 845-868-1341 or 
stanfordl ibrary@optonline.
net  The Stanford Free Library 
is located at 6035 Route 82 in 
Stanfordville.

Defensive Driving Course 
at Stanford Grange

The Stanford Grange will host 
an in-person Defensive Driving 
course on Saturday, September 
25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  The 
cost is $38 per person.  The 
course allows New York drivers 
to receive a 10% discount off 
their collision and auto liability 
insurance and remove up to four 
points from their license for 
any violations incurred in the 
last 18 months.  A lunch will be 
provided by the Grange Family 
Activities Committee for a free-
will donation.  

A completed application and 
advance payment is required to 
reserve your space in the class.  
To receive an application for the 
course, or for more information, 
please contact Grange Secretary 
Ryan Orton at 845-868-7869.  
The Stanford Grange is located at 
6043 Route 82 in Stanfordville.

Pine Plains Ladies 
Auxiliary Craft Fair

The Ladies Auxiliary of Pine 
Plains Fire Company will be 

around town

BY HEIDI JOHNSON

Scenes from the Stanford Fire Company 9/11 Memorial Ser-
vice on Sept. 11. Photos courtesy of Stanford Fire Company.

Scenes from the Stanford Fire Company 9/11 Memorial Service on Sept. 11. 
Photos courtesy of Stanford Fire Company.
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hosting a Craft Fair on Sunday, 
October 17 from 9 a.m. until 
3 p.m. at the Pine Plains Fire 
House at 7 Lake Road in Pine 
Plains.  (Vendors set up at 8 
a.m.)  There will be door prizes, 
food and a 50/50 raffle.  Vendor 
spaces are available for $20 per 
10x10 space.  Table rentals an 
additional $10.  To reserve a 
space, please contact Ronnie at 
518-929-5982 or Marie at 845-
546-1340 after 6 p.m.  Please 
make your request prior to 

October 10.
“Roast Beef Dinner 

in South Amenia
On Saturday, September 

24, the South Amenia Church 
will continue this popular 
annual autumn event, this year 
providing TAKEOUT from 3:00 
through 5:00 p.m. at the parish 
hall, 229 South Amenia Road, 
Wassaic.

In addition to the charcoal-
roasted beef, the menu includes 
mixed green salad, rolls, baked 
potatoes, gravy, green beans and 
home-made desserts.

The cost is $15 for full 
takeout meals.  Reservations are 
requested; please call (845) 789-
1206, or (845) 877-3939.

Farewell to a Local Favorite
If you have become a fan of 

the Pine Plains Platter restaurant 
as a result of my column (I know 
some of you have because you 
have left me voice mails and 
emails), I have some sad news.  
The Platter is closing in just 
over a week.  The final day will 
be September 26, and friends 
of the Platter are encouraged to 

come and say goodbye, leave a 
note, and share some last good 
times before this local iconic 
dining establishment closes its 
doors.  I am very sad to see them 
go.  Good food like theirs is hard 
to find in small towns.  More on 
this next week.

Stay well, everyone.  See you 
next Wednesday.

Heidi Johnson can be 
reached at 845-392-4348 or 
heidij08751@gmail.com.

STANFORD
<<  Continued from page 17

Email your news and events  by 5 p.m. on Fridays to 
weekend@thehudsonvalleynews.com

GOLDEN LIVING

BY TODD N. TANCREDI

News for Seniors, Their 
Families and Caregivers

FALL PREVENTION 
AWARENESS WEEK

Fall begins on Wednesday, 
September 22.  OFA marks the 
season change every year with 
Fall Prevention Awareness Week, 
September 20 - 24, in conjunction 
with New York State Senator Sue 
Serino, Lower Hudson Valley 
Falls Prevention Network, and 
Vassar Brothers Medical Center 
Trauma Department.   The week 
kicks off with a community panel 
livestreamed on www.facebook.
com/lhvfallprevention on Mon-
day, September 20 at 3:00 p.m., 
discussing increasing fall injuries 

in the region.    You can see the 
full regionwide calendar of free 
Fall Prevention Week events at 
the same Facebook page. 

Reserve your spot for Thurs-
day, September 23 as OFA offers 
a special “Sample Day” of many 
of our great exercise and activi-
ty options.   Take part a live Tai 
Chi class, a walk with a natural-
ist hosted by Sue Serino, Bingo-
cize, and a senior exercise class 
demonstration, at Bowdoin Park 
(85 Sheafe Road in Poughkeep-
sie). The event runs from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  Capacity is limited, so 
registration is required. Call 845-
486-2555 to register.

Other highlights of the week’s 
calendar include:

Wednesday, September 22, 10-
11 a.m. – Kovacs balance class 

with Hudson Valley Region-
al Community Health Centers, 
via Zoom; register by emailing 
drmarckaplan.gait@gmail.com 
or call 845-278-6930.

Friday, September 24, 3 p.m. 
– Finale, livestreamed on Face-
book

To find out more about Fall 
Prevention Awareness Week, 
contact Jill Bubel at jill.bubel@
nuvancehealth.org or call 845-
797-6768.

ONE MONTH UNTIL 
10-DIGIT DIALING

The days of area-codeless lo-
cal phone calls will go away in 
Dutchess County on Sunday, 
October 24. That’s the day when 
10-digit local dialing will be-
come mandatory for all phones 
using the 845 or 914 area codes. 
10-digit dialing has been manda-
tory for a few years already, in the 
518 area code that covers north-
eastern Dutchess County and re-
gions to our north, along with the 
many area codes that cover New 
York City. The change will ap-
ply to cell phones, landlines, and 
VoIP systems. If you slip up and 
dial a seven-digit number out of 
habit after October 23rd, you’ll 
hear a recorded message asking 
you to try again – and include the 
area code. Ten-digit dialing has 
been enabled since April, so use 

the next month or so to learn new 
dialing habits.

The switch to 10 digits is need-
ed as part of the process of mak-
ing it easier for people in need of 
immediate mental health assis-
tance to call the National Suicide 
Prevention and Mental Health 
Crisis Lifeline. Last summer, the 
Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) mandated that the 
National Suicide Prevention Life-
line be reachable at the three-dig-
it number 988, starting in July 
2022. If you or a loved one is in 
crisis now, the national lifeline’s 
number is 1-800-273-8255. That 
number will remain active even 
after 988 becomes available. 

Closer to home, Dutchess 
County’s 24/7 mental health 
and substance use crisis number 
is available, by calling or tex-
ting 845-485-9700. 24/7 walk-
in assistance is available at the 
Dutchess County Stabilization 
Center, 230 North Road in Pough-
keepsie. They can be reached at 
845-486-2849. No appointment 
or referral is needed.

Golden Living is prepared by 
the Dutchess County Office for 
the Aging, 114 Delafield Street, 
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601, 
telephone 845-486-2555, email: 
ofa@dutchessny.gov website: 
www.dutchessny.gov/aging.



The Garden Conservancy's 
Open Days garden tours are 
back, with one day dedicated to 
Dutchess gardens on Saturday 
September 18. 

Preregistration is required for 
each garden at gardenconservan-
cy.org. The cost is $10 per person 
($ 5 for members) and children 
under 12 are free.  Capacity is 
limited and no walk-ins allowed; 
no paper tickets or cash payments 
will be accepted on-site. Masks 
are required, at the discretion of 
the garden owners, and social dis-
tancing is encouraged at all in-per-
son events. 

The gardens will be open from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Clove Brook Farm, Millbrook 
This garden’s owner, Christo-

pher Spitzmiller, said, "The garden 
at Clove Brook Farm was started 
about seven years ago following 
a restoration of the historic Greek 
Revival farmhouse. The garden 
has quickly grown into a series of 
interconnected spaces, beginning 
with a horseshoe-shaped garden 
near the house that is surrounded 
by a clipped hornbeam hedge and 
anchored by a dovecote. 

A few years ago another large 

garden room was 
added which centers 
on an oval swim-
ming pool and neo-
classical style pool 
house. This garden 
is also bounded by 
a hornbeam hedge 
and includes perim-
eter beds filled with 
various herbaceous 
perennials, which 
evolve throughout 
the growing season, 
starting with pop-
pies in early spring, 
then peonies, ros-
es, lilies, and fi-
nally dahlias. Last year my part-
ner, landscape architect Anthony 
Bellomo, designed and installed 
a large kitchen garden which we 
pack with various vegetables. We 
are both confirmed garden ad-
dicts, and in addition to the more 
formal garden spaces, continue 
to add informal and naturalistic 
plantings throughout the proper-
ty. We’ve planted several mixed 
shrub borders which are studded 
with drifts of bulbs, embellished 
our existing orchard, and collected 
unique sculptures to establish fo-
cal points. There is nothing more 

satisfying than tending and foster-
ing a garden, and watching it de-
velop and mature. 

There will also be a plant sale 
with Orangerie Nursery.  

Squirrel Hall, Millbrook
Squirrel Hall is a surprisingly 

witty garden, formally designed 
on a tiny village lot of less than 
one acre. The central axis is de-
fined by an allée of sixteen horn-
beams with two secret niches. The 
garden is organized into a series 
of rooms with features usually re-
served for large estates. The front 

lawn is enclosed by shrubs and an 
asparagus bed.

A boxwood walkway leads to 
the front door as well as through 
an antique gate to the sunken gar-
den, across the gravel and up the 
steps to a pavilion terrace and din-
ing courtyard. Walk a few more 
steps up to the allée. The apiary 
is to the east, the petite orchard 
to the west, and a border of peo-
nies is enclosed by a collection 
of hydrangea and other shrubs to 
the north. Two English terra-cot-
ta chimneys mark the entrance to 
a secret woodland stroll garden 
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OPEN GARDEN DAYS
BY CAROLINE CAREY

The gardens at Clove Brook Farm in Millbrook. Photos submitted.

Squirrel Hall gardens in Millbrook.

Katie Ridder and Peter Pennoyer Farm in Millbrook.



featuring hemlocks, shade-loving 
perennials and shrubs, and a bun-
galow.

Katie Ridder and Peter 
Pennoyer Farm, Millbrook
The garden owner, Katie Rid-

der, describe their farm as, “Our 
hornbeam-enclosed flower gar-
den with formal bluestone paths 
frames fourteen flowerbeds and 
was inspired by the flower garden 
at Wave Hill in the Bronx. Our 
house, designed by my husband, 
Peter Pennoyer, faces directly 
onto the garden. Our landscape 
architect, Edmund Hollander, de-
signed our property with simple 
hedgerows and trees, reserving 
the flower garden area for me 
to unleash a less disciplined ap-
proach. The property includes a 
cutting garden with vegetables, 

tomatoes, and dahlias. 
A new woodland gar-
den encompasses a path 
from our house to the 
pond and to the cornfield 
beyond that defines the 
edge of the property.”

Bear Creek Farm, 
Standordville

Acclaimed for its 
“Best Dahlias” by New 
York magazine, Bear 
Creek Farm is quick-
ly becoming a premier 
flower farm in the Hud-
son Valley. Realizing 
nature’s capacity to re-
duce stress and enhance overall 
wellness, the farm focuses on an 
innovative approach of integrat-
ing growing fields with living 
spaces. Each of the meadows 
and multiple growing areas has 
its own aesthetic. The recently 
renovated 120-year-old barn and 

grasses garden, now reconfig-
ured as an event and performance 
venue, is a second-place winner 
in Westchester Home magazine. 
The property invites you through 
an artful stone-pillared entrance 
along a long curving driveway 
framed by lilies, red maples and 
river birches.

The 150-year-old farmhouse 
is surrounded by impressive 
trees, including a 350-year-old 
sycamore, one of the largest in 
Dutchess County, dressed with an 
apron of spirea, as well as tower-
ing Norway spruces and unusual 
dawn redwoods. Wander among 
mature ninebark bushes framed 
by raspberry brambles, with an 
old trumpet vine and even old-
er tractor-trailer converted to an 

over-sized flower box. 
Meander along pathways 

among crabapple, pear, and kat-
sura trees. There is a handmade 
stone grill and various pottery 
pieces from around the world. 
The natural pond, bordered by 
Little Wappingers Creek, is 
surrounded by willow bushes 
and has a grape vine arbor. It is 
also home to budding patches 
of milkweed to attract monarch 
butterflies. Of course, surround-
ing everything are the flowers: 
hundreds of Japanese anemones, 
thousands of peonies, and acres 
and acres of dahlias. This eclec-
tic property doesn’t have a single 
description, but rather is filled 
with a wide range of delights and 
discoveries.
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GARDENS
<<  Continued from page 10

Bear Creek Farm in Stanfordville. Photo submitted.

IT'S OK TO TALK BACK TO US!
Email your Letter to the Editor 

to editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com

A note from a child sent to a NYC firehouse
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6411 Montgomery Street, 

Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845-876-8052

www.fosterscoachhousetavern.com

Summer
Rock YourRock Your

With UsWith Us
Foster’s will be at the Dutchess County Fair on 
Tuesday, August 24 to Sunday, August 29, 2021.

& concert featuring chris janson

saturday, october 2
amenia, new york

4pm rodeo • 7pm concert

tickets & info:  
hudsonvalleyrodeo.com

100% of net proceeds to benefit the  

amenia-wassaic community organization

HITS INCLUDE:
“BUY ME A BOAT”
“FIX A DRINK”
“GOOD VIBES”
“DRUNK GIRL” 
AND “DONE” 

supporting the:  

the amenia-wassaic community organization

and sponsored in part by:   

the silo ridge community foundation

register online for children’s mutton bustin’


