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Vintage May...

BY ALYSSA KOGON
A confirmed tornado touched down in Amenia
during a line of powerful thunderstorms that moved
through the area last Wednesday afternoon. The
EF-1 tornado made landfall at 2:49 p.m. near the
intersection of Powder House Road and Ohandley
Drive and moved northeast through the town. The
National Weather Service in Albany had issued a
tornado warning for that time, though most residents
took to social media saying that they had not
expected the 100 mph winds to charge through their

A stunning stone manor house is for sale in
Red Hook... PAGE 7

Tornado in Amenia. Photo submitted.

neighborhood. It was the second tornado in Amenia
in one year.
Sporadic destruction, including damage to nine
homes on Ohandley Drive, many sustaining roof and
tree issues, was reported. The “Amenia Tornado,”
which was about 100 yards wide, passed quickly
traveling about a half mile in two minutes and ripping
the roof off of the newly opened Great Cape Baking
Company on Mechanic Street. Thanks to a generator,
the new cafe was able to stay open and resumed
Continued on page 3 >>

HARLEM VALLEY RAIL TRAIL PHASE IV
COMPLETION CELEBRATED WITH RIBBON CUTTING
CEREMONY IN MILLERTON
BY HV NEWS STAFF
Dutchess County Executive
Marc Molinaro, joined by local
officials and rail trail enthusiasts,
celebrated the completion of the
fourth and final phase of the Harlem Valley Rail Trail (HVRT) with
a ceremonial ribbon cutting at the
trail head at the Village Green in
Millerton. The Phase IV project,
which has been open for use since
November, is an eight mile segment that links Dutchess and Columbia counties. The completion
of this section provides 23 miles
of continuous trail from the Wassaic Train Station in Amenia to the
Copake Falls area of the Taconic
State Park in Columbia County.
County Executive Molinaro
said, “This extension of the Harlem Valley Rail Trail traverses
some of the most picturesque
landscapes and wetlands, giving
safe, environmentally friendly
access for residents and visitors
alike to explore all that northeastern Dutchess has to offer. This
project provided the greatest challenges, and its completion is the
result of years of planning and
work to ensure a balance between

environmental protection and responsible
fiscal management was
achieved. We are grateful to our many partners
for their dedication to
making this linear park
the masterpiece it has
become and ensuring
so many can enjoy the
natural splendor we in
Dutchess County hold
so dear.”
The HVRT was
Dutchess County’s first rail trail
and has been a popular destination
since the first segment was built
in 1996. The Phase IV project
borders environmentally sensitive areas at various sections and
posed extensive environmental
challenges, including native wetlands and endangered species in
the area. The project’s design and
construction team, comprised of
engineering staff from Dutchess
County’s Department of Public
Works, and consulting firm CHA,
has worked closely with multiple partners, including the New
York State Department of Envi-
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ronmental Conservation, United
States Fish and Wildlife Service,
and Army Corps of Engineers, to
overcome these challenges and
preserve the natural resources and
habitats along the trail.
Gregg Pulver, Chair of the
Dutchess County Legislature,
said, “The HVRT has brought
social and economic prosperity
to northeastern Dutchess County and, with this newest section
now open, we are excited to see
that vitality continue to grow. The
Dutchess County Legislature is
proud to have supported this project throughout its many phases
because we see the value it brings
to our communities. We are proud
to join the County Executive, local leaders, and the Harlem Valley
Rail Trail Association to celebrate
the completion of this important
project.”
The Phase IV project included
the installation of approximately
4,100 feet of elevated boardwalks,
the rehabilitation of six bridges, and installation of trail crossings at intersections with Main
Street10(Route 44), Beilke-State
Line Road, Rudd Pond Road,
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The completed rail trail. Photo submitted.

White House Crossing Road, and
Under Mountain Road. The project finished under budget with total costs estimated at $13 million.
Dutchess County was responsible
for $4 million of the project cost,
with $120 thousand reimbursed by
the New York State Department
of Parks, Recreation, and Historic
Preservation and Columbia County for the portion within Columbia
County, and the remaining $9 million supported by federal funding.
Richard Hermans, Board Chair
of the Harlem Valley Rail Trail
Association, said, “For almost two
decades, residents and visitors
have been drawn from all over to
enjoy nature and the communities
along the HVRT. The Harlem Valley Rail Trail Association is grateful for the leadership of Dutchess
County Government and the support of the Legislature to bring
this exciting final phase to fruition
and expand the trail's positive impact.”
For more information about
Dutchess County Parks, visit
dutchessny.gov/parks.

TORNADO
<< Continued from page 1
normal business hours the next
day. The Willows Motel on NY343
lost a row of large evergreens on
their property as the funnel cloud
grazed by. A second tornado
touched down at the same time
in Bulls Bridge and moved on to
South Kent, Connecticut where it
was downgraded to an EF-0 with
lower wind speeds. Luckily, no
injuries were reported in any of
the affected localities.
Amenia Supervisor Victoria
Perotti said, “We are very
fortunate that there were no
injuries from the F1 tornado.
Unfortunately
there
were
damaged homes and buildings in
addition to downed trees. The
Amenia Fire Department and the
Amenia Highway Department did
an outstanding job handling all

of the issues. NYSEG did a great
job sending crews as fast as they
did and letting me know when
they were coming. As always,
Dutchess County Emergency
Response assisted in many ways
including contacting the Weather
Service to survey the area.”
The Amenia Fire Department
and Town Highway Department
joined forces with NYSEG to
quickly clear roads, fix downed
lines and restore power to
residents.
Some residents took to
Facebook to offer their help.
Nichole Ellis offered free tree
clearing aid from her husband, who
used to own a tree service. Many
residents were overwhelmed by
the generosity of the gesture.
Councilman P. Damian Guterrez
offered complimentary bottled
water at Town Hall for those that
had lost their power. Temperatures
plummeted by approximately

25 degrees after the super storm
passed, leaving many residents
grappling for a warm place to stay.
While tornados are fairly rare
occurrences in Dutchess County,
Amenia has had its fair share
of them. 57 of the catastrophic

ticking at a number of local businesses. Nesheiwat is a successful
businesswoman who began her
career starting two fashion design companies and has
made charitable causes a
priority. Nesheiwat founded Makeover For A Cause
to provide makeovers for
underprivileged
women
and military members and
their spouses. A survivor of
thyroid and breast cancer,
Ola also started Survivor
Fashion Week, which gives
cancer survivors the opportunity to walk as runway
models while raising money for a cure.
In 2020, Ola ran a spirited campaign for Congress
in the 19th District, defeating fellow Republican Kyle
Van De Water on election
day before losing when the

absentee ballots were tallied. Ola has
the support
of the Republican establishment
including
County Executive Marc
Molinaro,
County Clerk
Brad Kendall
and Dutchess
County Republican
Chair Mike
McCormack.
Ola’s opponent, Robin Lois, is
serving her first term as comptroller and has been fairly low profile.
Ola told Hudson Valley News
A&W she very much enjoyed
meeting Amenia residents Sunday, calling them “salt of the earth

A tree uprooted by the tornado. Photo submitted.

storms have been confirmed by the
National Weather service in the
last 70 years, with approximately
one hit per annum. No fatalities
have ever been recorded in Amenia
from these wicked weather events.

OLA CAMPAIGNS IN AMENIA

BY HV NEWS STAFF
County Comptroller candidate
Ola Nesheiwat took her campaign
to Amenia Sunday, going door to
door and doing a little retail poli-

Ola Nesheiwat with a Vietnam vet in Amenia.

Ola Nesheiwat with Amenia’s Republican
Chair Michael Chamberlin.
Photos submitted.

people.” She also said a number
of people pointed out that Robin
Lois has never been to Amenia
and most were unaware of her
work.
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THE TEACHER WHO LOVES BOOKS

BY PAULA E. YOUNG
Two major factors have contributed to the 9.6% decrease in
sales at bookstores nationwide
since 2007: the growing popularity of e-books, and major booksellers such as Borders going out of
business.
Both have caused serious drops
in the number of books sold in
America. Competition with online
retailers like Amazon is another
major factor, and during the past
year especially, many communities nationwide have lost their local bookstores.
Amenia, however, has gained
one. “The book is not dead, and
I am sick of hearing that,” said
Mary Thompson, proprietor of the
Yellow Submarine Used Books &
More.
“I had always wanted to have a
bookstore, but my husband, ever
cautious, for years put the brakes
on it,” she said. “Our plan to open
last April coincided with Covid,
but then this January, somehow it
all worked out, and we opened the
doors.”
Inside the sunny, quirky space,
books are found everywhere. In
boxes, on shelves, stacked in piles
on the floor, tucked into corners,
peeking up from tables. A recent

spring day found Thompson sorting and cataloging new acquisitions, as several people browsed
the available literature.
The books, many gotten from
libraries and private purchases,
run the gamut. Cloak and dagger
spy stories, biographies, classics,
thrillers, instruction manuals, romantic novels, all can be had at
the tip of the fingers. A large folding table topped with milk crates
holds albums and LPs sorted by
decade, each patiently awaiting
the ears of discerning listeners
who, at the touch of a turntable’s
needle, will reawaken their now
silent sounds. Paintings and handicrafts by local artists decorate the
walls, and words in all fonts, sizes,
shapes and colors flood the eye.
Originally from Millerton,
Thompson is a special education
teacher who lives and works in
Connecticut. Her plans for the
bookstore are ambitious. “Selling books is only just the beginning. My intention is to provide a
comfortable place where people
can take time to browse, sit and
relax. I plan to organize reading
and writing groups, serve tea and
coffee, host poetry readings, music listening groups and events for
children.”
“This is a
work in progress,” she continued.
Her
husband built
all the shelves,
and her eldest
grandson helps
out on weekends. “Right
now, we have
limited hours,
and it’s just me,
but as soon as I
retire, I hope to
Photo submitted. hire some help,

and open full
time.”
“So
many
people come in
and find a title
they read long
ago, or one they
never had a
chance to read,”
said Thompson.
“They
discover a book by an
author that they
once enjoyed, or
a slightly older
best seller. I am
a huge fan of reuse and recycle,
so at $6 for a
Mary Thompson, owner of Yellow Submarine Used Books &
More. Photo submitted.
hardcover book,
and $5 for a trade
they want people to be happy, and
paperback in excellent condition, I am certain they would approve!”
these books are a steal!”
The Yellow Submarine Used
“Life moves so fast. Reading Books & More is located at 3306
seems to have become more diffi- East Main Street in Amenia. It is
cult for some, to simply sit down open Fridays from 4:00 'til 8:00
and concentrate,” said Thompson. p.m., on Saturdays from 10:00
“I have a book for everybody!” A a.m. 'til 5:00 p.m. and on Sundays
broad smile crosses her face as, from noon 'til 5:00 p.m. Thompenthusiastically, she tells of two son plans to retire a year from
young men who discovered Alek- this June and then the shop will
sandr Solzhenitsyn’s “The Gulag be open from Wednesday through
Archipelago” among the books. Sunday.
“They were so enthralled, they
bought several other titles!”
Why name the shop Yellow Submarine? Is she a
fan of The Beatles? “I think
the name is happy and it is
also fun,” explains Thompson. “Some people have actually gently scolded me for
using it, but I do not make
a dime off The Beatles!
In fact, I believe the name
of my shop makes people
smile. When Paul McCartney or Ringo Starr come
through the door and tell
me to stop using it, then I
will, but honestly, I think
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A display of children's books. Photo submitted.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
TO THE EDITOR:
I really enjoy Jim Langan’s
humor, but in the case of “insulin
resistance,” he picked a bad target.
Insulin resistance may be “dreaded but previously unknown” to
him, but it is the cause of high
blood glucose which, in turn, is
the common medical marker for
pre-diabetes and type 2 diabetes.

High blood glucose is a condition on a continuum which is
dreaded and known to more than
half the population of the developed world. Ignorance of this
medical term contributes to this
worsening pandemic.
Dan Brown
Amenia, NY

ITS OKAY TO TALK BACK TO US.
Email your Letter to the Editor to editorial@thehudsonvalleynews.com.

same can be said for commercials
which often seem more focused on
social messaging than selling cars
OPINION
or detergent.
USUALLY RIGHT
But last week may have just
BY JIM LANGAN
pushed me over the edge. The one
refuge for guys like me is a ball
THE DEATH OF
game, any ball game. It was always
ENTERTAINMENT
assumed you could plunk your rapIn years past I would join most idly aging body down on the couch
of America and pull up a chair and live vicariously through the
in front of the TV and watch the exploits of superbly talented athAcademy Awards. Why, because letes and your favorite team. Well,
the show was likely to be entertain- as Red Barber used to say, “You
ing, the host funny and the perfor- can kiss that baby goodbye” too. In
mances spectacular. Like previous recent years the athletic arena has
hosts Bob Hope and Johnny Car- become the social platform for too
son, those days are gone forever. many overpaid jocks complaining
Clever, well written comedy and about the very society that has alhilarious skits have given way to te- lowed them to become obscenedious virtue signaling and preachy, ly wealthy. From disrespecting
politically correct diatribes from the American flag to popping off
actors who barely made it out of on any incident they deem racist,
high school. Nothing is fair game these privileged few are thumbing
anymore and everyone and every- their noses at the very people who
pay their exorbitant salaries. Makthing is a sacred cow.
ing matters worse are
In fact the ceremo“…television
has
the leagues and organy itself these days
become
a
boulevard
nizations themselves
doesn’t even have a
proper host for fear of liberal screams.” who subsidize these
ingrates. Remember
of career suicide. No
thanks, Academy, I’d rather watch last year when the NBA and the
a good movie instead. Of course NFL allowed players to plaster
it would have to be an old movie inflammatory slogans on their unibecause today’s films are all about forms or not come out for the Narace, gender and politics. If you tional Anthem? The ratings plumthink I’m in the minority, check out meted and the jerseys disappeared
the ratings for these award shows shortly thereafter.
Last week LeBron James retired
in recent years.
But the grievance committee the hypocrite of the year award by
is not confined to the big screen. tweeting, “You’re Next,” in referWith the exception of a few crime ence to an officer involved shootshows, television has become a ing he knew nothing about other
boulevard of liberal screams. Too than the cop was white. This inmany shows are more interested in dignation is coming from one of
showcasing their “woke” progres- the richest, most coddled athletes
sive chops than telling a good story. ever and a guy who chooses to live
What passes for comedy these days in all white Bel-Aire and send his
usually involves a racially mixed kids to very private schools in L.A.
cast where the white guy or father Hey LeBron, you’re entitled to
figure is a clueless buffoon and at your own uninformed opinion but
least one character would give Lib- nobody’s paying you to hear your
erace a run for his money. Not that political views on anything. Just go
there’s anything wrong with that, as to work like the rest of us and save
Jerry Seinfeld famously said. The your ranting for a nearby barstool.
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Op-Ed page and replacing
it with “Guest Essays.” And
they wonder why their circulation is in the toilet like the
Oscars.

•

•

•

It appears help is on the way •
for beleaguered California
now that Caitlyn Jenner has
announced for governor.
What will be fun to watch is
how the transgender crowd
handles the fact that Jenner is
a staunch Republican.
We hear the new Harlem
Valley Rail Trail is featuring
a composting bathroom for
hikers. It seemed only appropriate that it was unveiled by •
a bevy of politicians with lots
of experience spreading a little manure around.

Speaking of bathrooms, a
‘woke’ student at the University of California is claiming
that hand soap dispensers are
racist because “they don’t
see her hands” because of
her skin’s dark pigment. The
bigger issue for most people
is the fact those things hardly •
ever work for anybody.

Some sad news from the
bump and grind department.
Legendary burlesque dancer
Tempest Storm shimmies no
more having passed last week
at 93. She is said to have dated Elvis Presley and had an
affair with JFK. Her 44DD
breasts were insured for one
million dollars. Her final resting place is marked by two
large mounds.
The New York Times and
their media brethren were
busted once again for completely fabricating the details •
of the death of that Capitol Hill policeman
during the alleged
January 6th Insurrection. Remember the
breathless tales of
Brian Sicknick being
fatally injured after
Trump
supporters •
beat him with a fire
extinguisher? Turns
out Sicknick was
never assaulted and
died after suffering
two strokes a day af•
ter the riot.
•
New Jersey Sen.
Cory Booker made a surprise
appearance on Ru Paul’s hideous TV show “Drag Race”
on Friday. Booker claimed
he and Paul are cousins. Then
again, Booker claims he is
straight and Spartacus.
Joe Biden continued to show
his true colors during that call •
with world leaders on Zoom.

• We’re still waiting for that
crusading, feminist icon Assemblywoman Didi Barrett
to weigh in on Andrew Cuomo’s sexual harassment issues. Then again, she never
said boo when crooked Sheldon Silver was Assembly
Speaker and still handing out
committee assignments and
other perks.

In addition to the unnecessary
face mask, Biden was the
only world leader not to have •
their country’s flag in the
background. What are you
ashamed of, Joe? It’s not like
you’re the Rhinebeck Village
Mayor or Supervisor.
•
Speaking of flags, we see the
Biden State Department has
ruled the gay pride flag can
fly on the same pole as the
American flag at U.S. embassies. How about we just let
Old Glory have the pole to
itself and skip the politics?
•
With the assistance of County Executive Marc Molinaro, Hyde Park will be holding a “modified” Memorial
Day parade. Whatever that
means.
The Town of Amenia has
extended the registration
period for all levels of baseball until May 1. It’s $25
for residents and $40 for
non-residents. Call 4643375 for more info. We
hope you support all of our
local baseball programs. I
used to coach Little League
and it was the best.
The New York Times has
announced it is ditching its
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Tiger Woods made his first
public appearance since his
car accident in California. He
appears to be on the mend.
A big birthday shout-out to
my brilliant, accomplished
daughter Becca in California. She and her husband
Joel have given us two great
grandsons and a lifetime of
memories. Keep them coming, Becca.
Finally it’s “Bye-Bye, Baby”
to Bay City Rollers frontman
Les McKeon who died last
week at 65. It was always
Saturday night for Les.

POPPING FOR POPOVERS

HOUSE
of the
WEEK

4870 Route 9G, Red Hook
High on a bluff is this five
bedroom Manor House built in the
'40s of stone and slate. It's romantic
in style and situated majestically
overlooking the Hudson River
with the blue mountain Catskills
beyond. A generous lawn
stretches out toward the peaks and
sunsets; the
same view
that inspired
the famed
Hudson river
painters.
This is a
stand-out
property of
78 private
a c r e s
between
Rhinebeck
and Tivoli in
the heart of New York's Hudson
Valley.
Every room in Woof Hill
is filled with a sense of space
and light. The grand scale
living room with wood burning

BY CAROLINE CAREY

$2,515,000
fireplace at one end leads to a
generous all-weather porch. From
there step out to a stone terrace
and full size swimming pool.
Additional features include an
updated guest cottage with central
air conditioning, a greenhouse
surrounded by gardens and an

I have always loved popovers. When I was little my family would
go to a restaurant in Boston, Anthony’s Pier 4, that always welcomed
you with a basket of hot popovers. While their popovers were great, I
always felt bad for the waitresses who had to wear little crinoline caps
shaped like popovers.
Popovers take only a few minutes to prepare but are scrumptious
and add a dramatic flourish to your table. In reflecting on of the upcoming Mother’s Day holiday, I made these the first time for my mother
when I was in the third grade. If I could make them in the third grade,
you can make them tonight!
Don’t skip making them if you don’t have a popover pan. I have
been making them for years and only got a popover pan last year. And,
I am actually undecided if I like them better made in the specialty pan
versus a muffin pan. The popover pan results in taller more dramatic
popovers but the bread is a bit softer and more creamy when made in
the muffin pan. Either way, you will pop over them!

POPOVERS
enviable variety of mature trees,
a utility barn, and at the end of
a meandering path through the
woods is 20 acres of protected
wetlands attracting all sorts or
birds and wildlife.

Oil or spray (with nonstick vegetable
oil spray) popover or muffin pan.
Blend flour, salt, eggs, milk and • 1 1/4 cup flour
melted butter until mixture is the • 1/4 teaspoon salt
consistency of heavy cream, about 1 • 3 large eggs
to 2 minutes. This can be done with an • 1 1/4 cup milk
• 2 tablespoons butter,
electric mixer or by hand.
cut into 6 even pieces
Let the batter rest for 15 – 30 • 1 tablespoon butter,
minutes.
melted
Preheat oven to 400 degrees and
set rack in middle of oven. Preheat
popover pan in oven for 2 minutes.
Place 1 small piece of butter in each cup and fill each cup 1/2 to 2/3
full with batter. Bake for 20 minutes.
Reduce temperature to 300 degrees and continue baking for 15 - 20
minutes more.
Makes 6 popovers

INGREDIENTS
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THE REMARKABLE YOUNG PEOPLE OF AMENIA, WASSAIC AND SURROUNDS
Starting with this issue, The
Hudson Valley News – Amenia
& Wassaic will periodically
feature stories about children

and young people who, for a
multitude of reasons and in a
myriad of ways, have made a
positive impact, difference or

contribution to the lives of others,
the community, or to their own
way of thinking and being. If
you know of a young person

who you think we should write
about, please submit their name
for consideration to Editorial@
TheHudsonValleyNews.com.

THE LITTLE GIRL WITH HAIR TO SPARE

BY PAULA E. YOUNG

Hannah Taylor, 7, loves to
dance and play with her dolls,
most especially an American Girl
doll named Bunny, who she says
“looks just like me!” A second
grader at Webutuck Elementary
School in Amenia, Hannah’s
favorite subject is mathematics.
When not busy at school, or
dancing, or in the garden chasing
frogs or butterflies, Hannah enjoys
helping her mother tend to their

small flock of hens, including a
silky rooster that, as Hannah tells
it, “is really little, and is mean to
mommy, but likes me.”
Recently, Hannah and her
mother made a special visit to
the hairdresser where a stylist
carefully cut nine plus inches of
wavy, dark strawberry blonde hair
from Hannah’s head in order for
her to then donate the pristine locks
to “Children With Hair Loss.”
The
nonprofit
organization,
located in Michigan,
which
provides
human
hair
replacements
for
children and young
adults
suffering
from hair loss or
baldness due to
medically- related
conditions.
When asked how
she first came up
with the idea, Hannah enthusiastically
responds that it was
her mother’s sugHannah Taylor before her hair cut. Photo submitted.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT WWW.HUDSONVALLEYWEATHER.COM

gestion. “I was
ready for a haircut anyway,” said
Hannah.
“And
Mommy told me
that if I wanted to,
I could give away
my hair to a little
girl like me, but
who was sick and
didn’t have any,
so she could wear
it in a wig.”
Hannah’s
mother, Jessica
Taylor, said that
her
daughter
was completely
on board with
making
the
Hannah Taylor after her hair cut. Photo submitted.
decision. “This is
friends at school really liked it too.
the second time
that Hannah has grown and then They cut a lot off the first time,
cut her hair,” said Ms. Taylor. but it grew back,” she continued,
“Her first donation was two years “so we decided the next time it
ago. She is a good kid. I am very got long we would cut it and do
it again.”
proud of her!”
“Now,” she explained, “when I
In retrospect, was she glad
about what she did? “Yes,” said dance, my hair doesn’t get in my
Hannah. “It made me really happy eyes as much because it’s shorter.”
to give my hair away. All my

HUDSON VALLEY 5 DAY
FORECAST
provided by Hudson Valley Weather
* Late day matinees noted
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SATURDAY

SUNDAY

DAY: Rain
High: 77F

DAY: Rain
High: 67F

DAY: Rain
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High:60F

DAY: Sunny
High: 68F

NIGHT: Clear
Low of 61F

NIGHT: Clouds
Low of 55F

NIGHT: Clouds
Low of 51F

NIGHT: Clouds
Low of 45F

NIGHT: Clear
Low of 49F

Full
Fullforecast
forecastand
anddetails
detailsatathudsonvalleyweather.com.
hudsonvalleyweather.com.Get
Getthe
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Spring day, and the cleanup volunteers did amazing work picking
up litter along the roadside. Most
then went to Big Rock Farms
around town
and enjoyed a day visiting with
the many organizations that had
booths/displays set up around the
BY HEIDI JOHNSON
large front lawn. Overall, it was a
This past Saturday, two great day of hard work followed by fun
events were held in Stanfordville and community bonding. Thank
– Clean Up Day and the Farm- you to the Town of Stanford and
ers and Makers Fair at Big Rock Big Rock Farms for organizing
Community Farms Market. Natu- and sponsoring these two terrific
rally, I missed both events, but I events.
did get the information and some
Another story from this past
photos from my “sources” (friends weekend that caught my eye is
and neighbors). It was a lovely the addition of the second round
of Hometown Heroes
banners that were installed on utility poles
in Pine Plains. These
banners honor local
residents who have
served our country in
the military. I took particular note of the banner honoring George
Keeler, Jr. who was a
colleague of mine for
many years. George is
a unique guy – always
full of life and quick to
start a conversation. He
is also a veteran of the
U.S. Air Force where
he was an aircraft meEddie Buehler meets a llama at the Makers Fair.
chanic. What is really
Photo by Amie Ryan.
cool is that George’s
father, George Keeler,
Sr., was also honored
with a banner. Both
are hung proudly in
front of the American
Legion Hall.
My sources tell me
that the movers and
shakers behind this
round of Hometown
Heroes are County Legislator Gregg
Pulver, Bob Clinch,
Alice Nuccio, Kyle
Loughheed and the
Ginocchio
Electric
crew. Thank you to
Hometown Heros Banner. Photo submitted.

those who
contributed and
made the
effort to
salute our
veterans
with these
wonderful
banners.
Stanford
Library
Upcoming/
Ongoing
Events
A reminder that Yoga in the
Park with Mia classes have returned. The class meets at the
Stanford Rec Park every Friday at
11 a.m., weather permitting, down
by the waterfront. Prior registration is required each week, as
class size is limited to 10. Bring
your own yoga mat (or two for
extra cushioning). Sponsored by
Stanford Library in cooperation
with Stanford Recreation. Fee is
$12 per session, but the first session of each month is free! Register at stanfordlibrary@optionline.
net or by calling 845-868-1341.

Farmers and Makers Fair at Big Rock
Community Farms Market.
Photo submitted.

note the following guidelines:
Accepted materials: recent
best sellers and books published
in the last 5-7 years, clean copies of “classic” titles, children’s
books in good condition, CDs and
DVDs in good condition, popular
fiction in good condition.
Not accepted: books in poor
condition, textbooks, magazines,
vinyl records, Reader’s Digest
condensed books, encyclopedias
or other reference books, outdated
travel guides, VHS tapes.
Donations can be dropped off
Create a Paradise for Pollina- at the library during library hours
tors – Tuesday, May 18 at 10 a.m. between now and May 15. Please
via Zoom. This program features call 518-398-1927 if you have a
discussion and presentation on the large donation.
importance of pollinators, their
needs and habitats, and ways to
Mark your Calendars for
adapt home landscapes to attract
Drive-In Bingo
and sustain them. Presented by
Don’t forget to mark your calMaster Gardener Volunteer Chris endars for this year’s Drive-In
Ferrero of Cornell Cooperative Bingo event. It will be held on
Extension. Please register by Tuesday, May 18 from 1:00 to
emailing the library at stanfordli- 2:30 p.m. at the Stanford Rec.
brary@optonline.net.
More information as the date gets
closer.
Pine Plains Library Book Drive
Donations Needed
Thank you all for reading. See
The Pine Plains Library will be you next week!
having a book drive on Memorial Day Weekend. Donations are
Heidi Johnson can be reached
currently being accepted of books at 845-392-4348 or heidij08751@
and audiovisual materials. Please gmail.com.
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BY ALYSSA KOGON

MAY DAY AT THE BARN

By now, you and the kiddies
are just itching for some good old
fashioned outdoor fun. How about
a day on the farm? May Day (May
1st) is Hope Rising Farm’s annual
Open Barn celebration of all
things Springtime. The fundraiser
encompasses the best things about
being around the resident therapy
horses with the joy of a familystyle carnival. Best of all, it’s free
to attend.
If you have not heard of Hope
Rising Farm Therapeutic Riding
Center located in Millerton,
then you haven’t been listening.
Established on little more than
shoestring in 2017, founder and
Executive Director Jackie Wikane

had only a vision, some land, and
a barn desperately in need of TLC.
She and her three horses set out
to make a very special place for
children and adults with special
abilities to enhance their physical,
sensory, emotional, cognitive and
social skills.
Since its inception, the
nonprofit has renovated the barn’s
interior, more than doubled their
stable of horses, and fenced in a
new riding arena. Hope Rising
Farm is especially proud of the
cadre of volunteers that is the
lifeblood of the riding center.
Offering unique opportunities
for equine companionship for all
ages and abilities, programs range
from single visits to full mounted
lessons. Participants can choose
to be mounted or unmounted but
all are able to form a unique bond
with their horse friend. Hope
Rising is a “PATH” (Professional
Association
of
Therapeutic
Horsemanship) Member Center.
Now, back to the May Day/
Open Barn Festival. Running from
11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., guests
will have a hard time picking
what to do. On the crafty side,

ARRESTED DEVELOPMENTS
Recent thefts and attempted
burglary in north eastern
Dutchess
The Dutchess County Sheriff’s
Office reports the investigation
into several larcenies from vehicles, three thefts of actual vehicles themselves, and an attempted
burglary all occurring in the north
eastern Dutchess County areas of
Amenia and Millerton.
All of these incidents have occurred recently during the late-

night/early-morning hours, and
in each case the perpetrators have
targeted vehicles that were unlocked with the key fobs inside or
accessible.
The attempted burglary occurred at Elizabeth’s Jewelry
Store on Route 44 in Millerton
during the late night hours of April
22. During that incident, damage
was done to the building however
no one gained entry and it is believed the perpetrator(s) fled once

face painting, henna tattoos and The barn at Hope Rising Farm. Photos submitted
visit their webpage at https://
horseshoe decorating will be
sure to please any artistic types. www.hoperisingfarm.org/. The
If you are hungry. There is a farm is located at 19 Morse Hill
fantastic bake sale and food and Road in Millerton.
drinks are available for purchase.
To please animal lovers, a petting
zoo and animal demonstrations
will take center stage. And if you
are feeling lucky, you can guess a
horse's weight, bid at the auction,
or buy a 50/50 ticket. Finally, to
commemorate the day, you may
pose for a picture at their photo
booth. The day will be run with
Covid-19 precautions in place.
If you would like to learn more
about Hope Rising Farm or find
A child showing off her winning
ribbon at the farm.
out about volunteer opportunities,
the alarm sounded. At this time it
is believed that the attempted burglary is unrelated to the other incidents described above.
These thefts are thought to be
part of a large organized out-ofstate crime ring, and the perpetrators should be considered armed
and dangerous. The Sheriff’s Office would like to warn residents
to always lock their vehicles, never leave valuables or the keys/fob
inside, never leave the vehicle
running unattended, and never
confront the perpetrator(s) yourself as they should be considered
armed and dangerous.
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If you observe a suspicious
person or someone attempting to
commit one of these thefts, please
call 911 immediately and let law
enforcement handled the matter.
At this time there is no suspect
description and further information may be released as it becomes
available. Anyone with information is urged to contact Detective
Wilber at 845-486-3826 or bwilber@dutchessny.gov.
Information can also be provided via the
Sheriff’s Office tipline at 845-605CLUE (2583) or dcsotips@gmail.
com, and all information will be
kept confidential.

GOLDEN LIVING
News for Seniors, Their
Families and Caregivers

BY TODD N. TANCREDI

DRIVE-IN BINGO
RETURNS IN MAY
Keeping seniors socially engaged while remaining physically
safe has been one key to successful aging during the COVID-19
pandemic. Next month, we’re
bringing back the “Drive-In Bingo” events that were so successful during their debut in the fall
of 2020. Each bingo event is
open to seniors from anywhere in
Dutchess County. It’s an opportunity not only for social activity
and mental engagement, but to
visit parts of the county you might
not have visited before.
Here’s the Spring 2021 bingo schedule. Space is limited, so
please call OFA to make your reservation:
Friday, May 7th – Bowdoin
Park, 85 Sheafe Road, Poughkeepsie.

Tuesday, May 11th – Freedom
Park, 212 Skidmore Road., LaGrange
Tuesday, May 18th – Stanford
Recreation Park, 44 Nollr Way,
Stanfordville
Each bingo event begins at
1:00 p.m. and is between 60 and
90 minutes in duration.
We plan on scheduling more
Drive-In Bingo events in September and October, after the 2021
Senior Picnic season concludes.
This year’s picnic schedule is
available at www.dutchessny.gov/
OFApicnics.
WHEN CAN OFA’S
FRIENDSHIP CENTERS
REOPEN?
“As soon as it’s sustainably
safe to do so” is the short answer
– but when’s that? Reopening of
OFA Senior Friendship Centers
might happen some time in the
last few months of 2021, if recent
encouraging developments in the
COVID-19 pandemic continue
through the spring and summer,
and New York State allows cen-

ters to reopen. As we consider the
best path forward, we will rely on
the guidance of local, state and
federal health agencies.
In the meantime, Friendship Center clients throughout
Dutchess County remain among
the more than 400 seniors who
benefit each week from OFA’s
Home Delivered Meals (HDM)
program, for which eligibility has
been temporarily expanded for the
duration of the pandemic. Homebound Dutchess County seniors
(and their caregivers) with questions about HDM eligibility can
contact OFA to learn more.
OFA’s eight Senior Friendship
Centers continue to serve as hubs
for HDM deliveries. Prospective
delivery volunteers can find out
more about helping the HDM program by contacting OFA Outreach
Coordinator Brian Jones directly, at 845-486-2544 or bjones@
dutchessny.gov.

OFA volunteer’s availability
doesn’t match up with our operating hours – but there will always
be the need for helping hands, especially during this pandemic. The
Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) of
Dutchess County has been instrumental in the countywide vaccination effort, seven days a week,
sometimes administering over
1,000 COVID-19 vaccines in a
single day. If you’ve been to one
of the county’s Point of Distribution sites at the Poughkeepsie Galleria or in Dover Plains, you’ve
seen MRC volunteers – they’re
the ones in the blue and silver
vests. Specific medical experience
is appreciated but not essential. To
learn more about MRC volunteering, call 845-486-2493 or email
jryan@dutchessny.gov.

Golden Living is prepared by
the Dutchess County Office for
the Aging, 114 Delafield Street,
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601,
ANOTHER VOLUNTEERING telephone (845) 486-2555, email:
ofa@dutchessny.gov
website:
OPTION
Occasionally, a prospective www.dutchessny.gov/aging.

DUTCHESS COUNTY DAIRY FARM TO BE FEATURED ON NEW VIDEO SERIES
‘THIS AMERICAN DAIRY FARMER’ WILL SHOWCASE COON BROTHERS FARM IN AMENIA

BY CAROLINE CAREY
You will have an opportunity to
visit a local dairy farm without ever
leaving the couch. Coon Brothers
Farm in the Hudson Valley will be
the next stop on American Dairy
Association North East’s new video series, “This American Dairy
Farmer.” The two-part episode
aired on Facebook Saturday, April
24 and will air on Saturday, May 1
at 10 a.m.
Every gallon has a story, and
“This American Dairy Farmer”
offers a behind-the-scenes look at
local dairy farms and the families
that operate them, while helping
viewers make a personal connection with those who produce their
food.
Dairy farmer Amos Coon will

discuss the farm’s unique location
in Dutchess County – situated less
than 100 miles north of New York
City – and their continued efforts
to protect their farmland and the
high-quality cow feed they produce. Episode two will focus on
what it is like to raise children on
their family farm and how everyone pitches in to help.
“It is always great to connect
with our consumers who enjoy
our products,” said Coon. “We
take pride in showing them where
their food comes from and sharing
how everything is produced.”
“This American Dairy Farmer”
was inspired by American Dairy
Association North East’s successful 2020 “Fun on the Farm” vid-

eo series,
which gave
viewers virtual tours of
dairy farms
across the
region.
More than
a
dozen
dairy farms
throughout
New York,
Amos, Isaac, Dirick, Dave and Peter Coon. Photo submitted.
Pennsylweek through May and feature a
vania, and Maryland, including different farm every two weeks.
Dutch Hollow Farm in the Hud- Following Coon Brothers’ twoson Valley, hosted tours, with vid- week run, the series will head to
eos topping more than 3.5 million Palmyra Farm in Hagerstown,
views.
Maryland, for back-to-back epNew episodes of “This Amer- isodes that will air on Saturday,
ican Dairy Farmer” will air every May 8 and Saturday, May 15.
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