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Upcoming Meeting Information 

 

Saturday, April 11, 2026 

from 10:00 am to 11:30 am at the NFGS Library 

Feel free to bring your own laptop or tablet! 
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Saturday, May 9, 2026 

from 10:00 am to 11:30 am  

at the Mandarin Branch Library 
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From our members: 
 

 

Libraries as Genealogy Lifelines 

By Georgia Pribanic 

     

 

April is a major month for library advocacy and celebration, making it the perfect time to 

highlight the essential role libraries play in family history research—where genealogy truly 

becomes personal. Libraries hold local knowledge, context, and a few “secret weapons” that 

online searches often miss. When digital records fall short, libraries frequently provide the 

missing pieces that help us understand how our ancestors lived. 

Local collections preserve materials that are not always available online, offering insight into 

daily life, community connections, and historical context. And, of course, we can’t forget the 

librarians themselves. Many are seasoned genealogy guides who know their collections 

inside and out. An informal conversation can often lead you to sources you didn’t even know 

existed. 

So, while libraries may not have flashy search engines, they offer something just as powerful: 

hidden gems quietly waiting on the shelves, ready to come to your rescue. 

 

4 Genealogy Helpers to Look for at the NFGS Library 

 

1. City Directories 

City directories are among the most practical—and surprisingly 

rich—sources for family history research. Think of them as an-

nual snapshots of everyday life between census years. They 

track families year by year, showing addresses, occupations, 

and household changes. City directories turn static names into 

moving lives and are essential for building accurate timelines 

and fuller stories. 
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2. Local Newspapers and Periodicals  

 

Local newspapers document life events both large and small. 

Beyond obituaries, they may include birth, marriage, and death 

notices; engagements and anniversaries; court cases, land sales, 

bankruptcies; military service updates; and church, school, or club 

news. Many libraries maintain newspaper and periodical indexes for 

publications not available or indexed online. These indexes are the keys that efficiently 

unlock rich local stories. 

 

3. Maps and Plat Books   

 

Historic maps and plat books are powerhouse tools that help you 

move beyond names and dates to see your ancestors in real places. 

Maps can pinpoint towns, neighborhoods, and rural locations, often 

leading you to the correct jurisdiction for additional records. Plat books 

show how land was divided and who owned it at a specific time—often naming 

property owners and revealing neighbors and family connections. 

 

4. Vertical Files 

Vertical files are “hidden in plain sight” library treasures. These subject-

based folders contain loose materials collected over time, often from 

local newspapers, churches, schools, organizations, and families. Much 

of this content was never digitized or formally published, making vertical 

files a gold mine for researchers seeking unique local information and 

personal stories. 

 

 

 

 

    
 

Would you like to see your story in one of our future newsletters? Then 

please submit your article to: 

By email: nfgenjax@gmail.com – Subject Line: Newsletter 

By snail mail: PO Box 7728, Jacksonville, FL 32238-7728 

In person: Library is open on Wednesdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 


