
Illinois Use of Force – A Forward-Thinking Guide

Core Principles

Illinois law allows the use of force for self-defense, defense of others, and defense of property
under specific conditions. The standard is reasonableness: Would a reasonable person in the
same situation believe force was necessary?

When Force Is Justified

• Self-Defense (720 ILCS 5/7-1): Force may be used when a person reasonably believes it is
necessary to prevent imminent unlawful force against themselves. Deadly force is only
justified to prevent imminent death, great bodily harm, or a forcible felony.
• Defense of Others (720 ILCS 5/7-1 & 7-2): You may use the same degree of force to protect
another person as they would be legally justified in using to protect themselves.
• Defense of Dwelling (720 ILCS 5/7-2): Deadly force may be used if unlawful entry is made
(or attempted) in a violent or riotous manner and the defender reasonably believes force is
necessary to prevent an assault or felony inside.
• Defense of Property (720 ILCS 5/7-3): Reasonable, non-deadly force may be used to
prevent theft, trespass, or criminal damage. Deadly force is NOT justified for property-only
crimes.

Limitations & Cautions

• Imminence: The threat must be immediate.
• Proportionality: The response must match the level of threat.
• Duty to Retreat: Illinois has no explicit duty to retreat, but juries may consider whether
escape was possible.
• Aftermath: Even lawful use of force often leads to investigation, arrest, or civil lawsuits.

Quick Reference Flow

1. Is the threat imminent?
2. Is the response reasonable and proportional?
3. Is the threat to life/safety (deadly force may be justified) or only property (deadly force not
justified)?

Takeaway

Illinois law supports self-defense and defense of others when facing unlawful force or forcible
felonies. However, deadly force is strictly limited to life-threatening situations. The safest
approach: avoid confrontation whenever possible and use force only as a last resort.
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