
 

 

THE OPTIMIST CLUB OF COLUMBIA (Downtown Optimist)  
 
Mailing address: P. O. Box 1959 * Columbia, MO 65205-1959 
Web: www.downtownoptimistclub.org 

 

Bringing Out The Best In Kids Since 1936 
 

Downtown Optimist Club of Columbia 
 

In Person/ Zoom Meeting  
 

Monday, January 8, 2024 at the Optimist Clubhouse 
4 New 

Meeting began at 12:00 noon 
 

 

Members in attendance: President Mike Hachett, Mary Dewey, Ed Musterman, Rick 
McKernan, Carl Scott, Jerry Sullivan, Deb Swanegan, Larry Fick, Pat Brown,  
C.O. Schaffer, Daryl Stockstill, and Kelly Schilling 
By zoom Scott Stager 
 

Special Guests: Donnetta Hill  

Invocation:  Rick McKernan 

Pledge of Allegiance:  Kelly Schilling 
 

Birthdays/Anniversaries:  Jake Jolly Birthday was Saturday, January 6 

Mystery Guest: N/A 

 Pay the pig (Money goes to the OIF Children Cancer): 
Rick McKernan paid $.25 for KU basketball winner, Mike Hachett paid$.25 for Mizzou 
basketball loss, C.O. Schaffere paid $1.00 for his NO NAME Tag, and Carl Scott paid 
$10.00 for the tip we got from a tree he sold for $50.00. 
 

Carl Scott let us know that they are looking for High School Basketball team host for 
Missouri High School State Basketball games that Columbia will hosting in March. 
They are looking to 2 people per team. As a team host you will be meeting the teams at 
their hotel making sure they have everything they need while they are here in town and 
sitting on the bench during the game with them. 
 

Jerry Sullivian Let us know that we will hosting a Pickleball Tournament on April 6th 
from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm at the Columbia Fieldhouse Sports Center. We will need about 5 
to 6 club members to help with this event. We are looking for Sponsors to help with prizes 
for the winner and other prizes we would like to hand out that day. Please let Jerry know 
if you can help with this event.  
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Rick McKernan talked to us about our new weekly drawing we will have for our club 
members letting them know that we are happy they are part of our Optimist Family. We 
will be doing this by giving the winner a $10.00 gift card from a local restaurant.  
 

We will be hosting the 2nd qtr. conference by zoom on February 24 at the clubhouse This 
conference is done by zoom this time in case of the weather is bad that weekend.  Please let 
Mike know if you interested in joining us here at the clubhouse so we know how much 
food to order for the 2nd qtr. Conference zoom meeting.  
 

Carl Scott will be the person in charged in our club chili cook. We will need 5 to 6 to make 
chili for this chili cook off. We will be checking with Jake Jolly to see when the Boys and 
Girls Club will be hosting their Chili Cook off this year.  
 

Tonight, the Sunrise Optimist will be hosting their Wild game diner at their clubhouse. 
Social hour is from 6 to 7 pm and dinner at 7. Cost is $15.00 at the door. 
 

Mary Dewey wants everyone know that we are doing a food bank drive for the 2nd qtr. 
Conference for our local food bank. The goal is to bring in 100 items or more for the 
Central Missouri Food Bank. This is the service project we are doing around the East 
Missouri Optimist Distant. Please start bring in food items for this challenge. 
 

Mary Dewey will also be putting together a table for the Kids 1st Optimist Trivia night 
that will take place on March 3 door open at 5:00 pm. Chili Cook off will start at 6:00 pm 
and trivia will start at 7:00 pm. The cost will be $25.00 a person for a table spot.  Please 
Mary know if you want to be part of her trivia table.  
 

Optimist Creed was recited and meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm  

Mike Hachett, President 

Please look at the update calendar for where the club meeting will be at, and other 
important dates. 
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◄ Dec 2023 January  2024 Feb 2024 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

Happy New 
Year! 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
Jake Jolley 
Birthday 

7  
 

8 Downtown 
Optimist Club 

Meeting at 12:00 at 
the clubhouse 

Speaker: Stacey 
Pottinger 

Voluntary Action 
Center 

Sunrise Optimist 
Club Wild Game 

Dinner 6 to 7 
Happy Hour and 7 
Dinner cost $15.00 

at the door 

9  
 

10  
Carl Scott’s 

Birthday 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15 Downtown 
Optimist Club 

Meeting at 12:00 at 
the clubhouse 

Speaker Noelle 
Gilzow Columbia 

MO National 
Education ASS. 

16  
 

17  
Bryan Ninichuck 
Club Anniversary 

joined in 2012 

18  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Board Meeting at 
the Clubhouse at  

6:00 pm 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22 Downtown 
Optimist Club 

Meeting at 12:00 at 
the clubhouse 
Speaker Isiah 

Cummings 
Hickman High 
School Baseball 

Coach 
Kelly Scholling’s 

Birthday 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
COSMO CLUB 

PANCAKE DAY 
1715 Burlington St 

6:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Cost $10.00 

28  
 

29   Downtown 
Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 
the clubhouse 

Speaker Brianna 
Lennon Boone 
County Clerk 
Wesley Parks 

Birthday 
Jack Beard Club 

Anniveristy joined 
in 2010 

30  
Dave Murphy and 

Jake Jolly Club 
Anniversary joined in 

1997 
Robert Billington 
club Anniversary 

joined in 2001 

31  
 

 
January 27th Spaghetti Dinner 

Moberly Optimist Club 
From 11 am to 2 pm 

At the St .Pius Church  (209 S Williams) 

 
 
 
 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/December-2023
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/February-2024
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◄ Jan 2024 February  2024 Mar 2024 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

National Optimist 
Day 

Kid’s 1st Optimist 
Club Volunteer at the 
New Food Bank from 

8 am to 10 am 

2  
 

3  
Ashland Pancake 

Day 
511 Optimist Dr  
6:30 am to 11:30 am 

Cost $10.00 

4  
 

5  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: Jerrell 

Morton Direector 
of Youth Build, 

Job Point 
Bonnie Yantiz club 
Anniversity joined 

in 2018 

6  
Jerry Sullivian 

Club Anniveristy 
joined in 2019 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
Alena 

Ryakmyatullov’s 
Birthday 

10  
 

11  
Alena 

Ryakmyatullov’s 
Club Anniversary 

joined 2019 

12  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: Tony 

Parisio DO Club 
Member Spotlight 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: 

 
Trevor Harris 
Birthday 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
Steve Klein Club 

Anniversary joined 
in 2005 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: 

27  
 

28  
Greg Schneider 

Club Anniversary 
joined in 2003 

29  
 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/January-2024
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/March-2024


  Page 5 of January 8, 2024 
 

Bringing Out The Best In Kids Since 1936 

Downtown Optimist Club of Columbia 
 

In Person/ Zoom Meeting  
 

Monday, January 15, 2024 at the Optimist Clubhouse 
 

Meeting began at 12:00 noon 
 

 

Members in attendance: President Mike Hachett, Ed Musterman, Rick McKernan, Carl 
Scott, Jerry Sullivan, Deb Swanegan, Larry Fick, Jim Murphy and Daryl Stockstill  
By zoom Scott Stager 
 

Special Guests: Alan (Ed Musterman’s Neighbor)  

Invocation: Larry Fick 

Pledge of Allegiance:  Daryl Stockstill 
 

Birthdays/Anniversaries:  Carl Scott Birthday was Wednesday, January 10th 

Mystery Guest: N/A 

Pay the pig (Money goes to the OIF Children Cancer): 
 
Weekly Drawing: Jack Beard 
 
Kelly Schilling has club t-shirt for sale for $13 for member and free for new members 
 
Koeze Nuts sales for this year was Gross $60,323 and Net $21,840  
Amish Candy sales for this year was Gross $3,570 and Net $1,039 
Christmas Trees sales for this year Gross $60,323 and Net $21,840 
Gift Cards sales for this year was Gross $32,475 and Net $9,743 
Total Fundraising sales for this year Gross $201,979 and Net $63,898 
 

Carl Scott let us know that they are looking for High School Basketball team host for 
Missouri High School State Basketball games that Columbia will hosting in March. 
They are looking to 2 people per team. As a team host you will be meeting the teams at 
their hotel making sure they have everything they need while they are here in town and 
sitting on the bench during the game with them. 
 

Jerry Sullivan Let us know that we will hosting a Pickleball Tournament on April 6th from 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm at the Columbia Fieldhouse Sports Center. We will need about 5 to 6 
club members to help with this event. We are looking for Sponsors to help with prizes for 
the winner and other prizes we would like to hand out that day. Please let Jerry know if 
you can help with this event.  Pickleball meeting this Thursday, January 17 at 5:00 pm.  
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Rick McKernan talked to us about our new weekly drawing we will have for our club 
members letting them know that we are happy they are part of our Optimist Family. We 
will be doing this by giving the winner a $10.00 gift card from a local restaurant.  
 

We will be hosting the 2nd qtr. conference by zoom on February 24 at the clubhouse This 
conference is done by zoom this time in case of the weather is bad that weekend.  Please let 
Mike know if you interested in joining us here at the clubhouse so we know how much 
food to order for the 2nd qtr. Conference zoom meeting.  
 

Carl Scott will be the person in charged in our club chili cook. We will need 5 to 6 to make 
chili for this chili cook off. We will be checking with Jake Jolly to see when the Boys and 
Girls Club will be hosting their Chili Cook will be on Saturday, April 20. 
 

Mary Dewey wants everyone know that we are doing a food bank drive for the 2nd qtr. 
Conference for our local food bank. The goal is to bring in 100 items or more for the 
Central Missouri Food Bank. This is the service project we are doing around the East 
Missouri Optimist Distant. Please start bring in food items for this challenge. 
 

Mary Dewey will also be putting together a table for the Kids 1st Optimist Trivia night 
that will take place on March 3 door open at 5:00 pm. Chili Cook off will start at 6:00 pm 
and trivia will start at 7:00 pm. The cost will be $25.00 a person for a table spot.  Please 
Mary know if you want to be part of her trivia table.  
 
Jim Murphy wants to “Thanks to all who came out and helped clean up the Christmas 
Tree Lot.” 
 
Our guest speaker: Noelle Gilzow from COMO National Education Association (see 
attachment for more information.) 
 

Optimist Creed was recited and meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm  

Mike Hachett, President 

Please look at the update calendar for where the club meeting will be at, and other 
important dates. 
 
 
 
 

◄ Dec 2023 January  2024 Feb 2024 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

Happy New 
Year! 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
Jake Jolley 
Birthday 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/December-2023
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/February-2024
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◄ Dec 2023 January  2024 Feb 2024 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
7  
 

8 Downtown 
Optimist Club 

Meeting at 12:00 at 
the clubhouse 

Speaker: Stacey 
Pottinger 

Voluntary Action 
Center 

Sunrise Optimist 
Club Wild Game 

Dinner 6 to 7 
Happy Hour and 7 
Dinner cost $15.00 

at the door 

9  
 

10  
Carl Scott’s 

Birthday 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15 Downtown 
Optimist Club 

Meeting at 12:00 at 
the clubhouse 

Speaker Noelle 
Gilzow Columbia 

MO National 
Education ASS. 

16  
 

17  
Bryan Ninichuck 
Club Anniversary 

joined in 2012 

18  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Board Meeting at 
the Clubhouse at  

6:00 pm 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22 Downtown 
Optimist Club 

Meeting at 12:00 at 
the clubhouse 
Speaker Isiah 

Cummings 
Hickman High 
School Baseball 

Coach 
Kelly Scholling’s 

Birthday 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
COSMO CLUB 

PANCAKE DAY 
1715 Burlington St 

6:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Cost $10.00 

28  
 

29   Downtown 
Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 
the clubhouse 

Speaker Brianna 
Lennon Boone 
County Clerk 
Wesley Parks 

Birthday 
Jack Beard Club 

Anniveristy joined 
in 2010 

30  
Dave Murphy and 

Jake Jolly Club 
Anniversary joined in 

1997 
Robert Billington 
club Anniversary 

joined in 2001 

31  
 

 
January 27th Spaghetti Dinner 

Moberly Optimist Club 
From 11 am to 2 pm 

At the St .Pius Church  (209 S Williams) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/December-2023
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/February-2024
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Downtown Optimist Club of Columbia 

 

In Person/ Zoom Meeting  
 

Monday, January 29th, 2024 at the Optimist Clubhouse 
 

◄ Jan 2024 February  2024 Mar 2024 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

National Optimist 
Day 

Kid’s 1st Optimist 
Club Volunteer at the 
New Food Bank from 

8 am to 10 am 

2  
 

3  
Ashland Pancake 

Day 
511 Optimist Dr  
6:30 am to 11:30 am 

Cost $10.00 

4  
 

5  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: Jerrell 

Morton Direector 
of Youth Build, 

Job Point 
Bonnie Yantiz club 
Anniversity joined 

in 2018 

6  
Jerry Sullivian 

Club Anniveristy 
joined in 2019 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
Alena 

Ryakmyatullov’s 
Birthday 

10  
 

11  
Alena 

Ryakmyatullov’s 
Club Anniversary 

joined 2019 

12  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: Tony 

Parisio DO Club 
Member Spotlight 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: 

 
Trevor Harris 
Birthday 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
Steve Klein Club 

Anniversary joined 
in 2005 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: 

27  
 

28  
Greg Schneider 

Club Anniversary 
joined in 2003 

29  
 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/January-2024
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/March-2024
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Meeting began at 12:00 noon 
 

 

Members in attendance: President Mike Hachett, Ed Musterman, Rick McKernan, Carl 
Scott, Jerry Sullivan, Deb Swanegan, Larry Fick, Jim Murphy, Pat Brown, Charlie 
Langreder, Tony Parrisio, Scott Stager, Brett Sappington, Mary Dewey. and Mike Russell  
By zoom Nadia Ryakmyatullou 
 

Special Guests: Alan (Ed Musterman’s Neighbor), Bonnie Langreder, Dave Aithel (Rick’s 
Friend) and Donnetta Hill 

Invocation: Rick McKernan 

Pledge of Allegiance:  Scott Stager 
 

Birthdays/Anniversaries:  Kelly Schiling birthday on 1-23, Wesley Park birthday 1-26, 
club anniversary are: Jack Beard on 1-29, Robert Bellington, Jake Jolly and Dave 
Murphy on 1-30.  

Pay the pig (Money goes to the OIF Children Cancer): Rick McKernan paid $.25 for 
Kansas become a state on 1-29, Mike Russell paid $1.00 for Who cares about Kansas, Carl 
Scott paid $1.00 for No name tag,  KU getting beat in basketball, the Mizzou Gymnastics 
team beating LSU and Kansas City Chiefs making it to the Superbowl, Mike Hachett paid 
$.50 for Mizzou Wrestling team, and Pat Brown paid $9.00 for the Kansas City Chiefs 
making it to the Super Bowl. 
 
Ken Oster fell and broke his Femer, had surgery and doing well. 
 
Weekly Drawing: Travis Kempf 
 
Kelly Schilling has club t-shirt for sale for $13 for member and free for new members 
 
Please bring in food items for the Central Missouri Food Bank trying to collect over 100 items 

before the meeting on the February 24th 

 
Carl Scott let us know that they are looking for High School Basketball team host for 
Missouri High School State Basketball games that Columbia will hosting in March. 
They are looking to 2 people per team. As a team host you will be meeting the teams at 
their hotel making sure they have everything they need while they are here in town and 
sitting on the bench during the game with them. 
 

Jerry Sullivan Let us know that we will hosting a Pickleball Tournament on April 6th from 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm at the Columbia Fieldhouse Sports Center. We will need about 5 to 6 
club members to help with this event. We are looking for Sponsors to help with prizes for 
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the winner and other prizes we would like to hand out that day. Please let Jerry know if 
you can help with this event.  Pickleball meeting this Thursday, January 17 at 5:00 pm.  
 
Rick McKernan talked about the Bill of Right Geo Cashing event that will be hosting this 
in the month of March. We will be put out the cartons on February 29th  in 10 different 
parks through out Columbia Parks, They will need to take a selfie of themselves reading 
the Bill of Right that they find in that park. After they find all the parts of the Bill of Right  
they will send them into us and we will pick the winner.  
 

We will be hosting the 2nd qtr. conference by zoom on February 24 at the clubhouse This 
conference is done by zoom this time in case of the weather is bad that weekend.  Please let 
Mike know if you interested in joining us here at the clubhouse so we know how much 
food to order for the 2nd qtr. Conference zoom meeting. Start at 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
 

Carl Scott will be the person in charged in our club chili cook. We will need 5 to 6 to make 
chili for this chili cook off. We will be checking with Jake Jolly to see when the Boys and 
Girls Club will be hosting their Chili Cook will be on Saturday, April 20. The date for the 
local chili cook will be ?????? 
 

Mary Dewey wants everyone know that we are doing a food bank drive for the 2nd qtr. 
Conference for our local food bank. The goal is to bring in 100 items or more for the 
Central Missouri Food Bank. This is the service project we are doing around the East 
Missouri Optimist Distant. Please start bring in food items for this challenge. 
 

Mary Dewey will also be putting together a table for the Kids 1st Optimist Trivia night 
that will take place on March 3 door open at 5:00 pm. Chili Cook off will start at 6:00 pm 
and trivia will start at 7:00 pm. The cost will be $25.00 a person for a table spot.  Please 
Mary know if you want to be part of her trivia table.  
 
Our guest speaker: Breanna Lennon Boone  County Clerk see attachment  
  
Optimist Creed was recited and meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm  

Mike Hachett, President 

Please look at the update calendar for where the club meeting will be at, and other 
important dates. 
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◄ Jan 2024 February  2024 Mar 2024 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

National Optimist 
Day 

Kid’s 1st Optimist 
Club Volunteer at 

the New Food Bank 
from 8 am to 10 am 

2  
 

3  
Ashland Pancake 

Day 
511 Optimist Dr  
6:30 am to 11:30 am 

Cost $10.00 

4  
 

5  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 
at the clubhouse 
Speaker: Jerrell 

Morton Direector 
of Youth Build, 

Job Point 
Bonnie Yantiz club 
Anniversity joined 

in 2018 

6  
Jerry Sullivian 

Club 
Anniveristy 

joined in 2019 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
Alena 

Ryakmyatullov’s 
Birthday 

10  
 

11  12  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 
at the clubhouse 
Speaker: Tony 

Parisio DO Club 
Member Spotlight 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 
at the clubhouse 
Speaker: Jacky 
Ginngrich, the 

Wardrobe 
 

Trevor Harris 
Birthday 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
Steve Klein Club 

Anniversary 
joined in 2005 

23  
 

24  
2nd qtr. 

Conference zoom 
meeting   

 Be at the 
clubhouse by 
9:30 10:00 to  

3 :00 pm 

25  
 

26  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 
at the clubhouse 

Speaker: 

27  
 

28  
Greg Schneider 

Club Anniversary 
joined in 2003 

29  
 

Please bring in food items 
for the Central Missouri 

Food Bank trying to collect 
over 100 items before the 
meeting on the February 

24th  

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/January-2024
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/March-2024
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◄ Feb 2024 March  2024 Apr 2024 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1   Oratorical 

Contest 
Deadline 

 

Larry Fick 
(1968) and Max 

Miller(1969) 
joined the Club  

2  
 

3  
Kem Oster 
joined the 

club in 1982 

4  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: Isiah 

Cummings, 
Hickman High 
School Baseball 

Coach 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9     Kid’s 1st  
Optimist Club 
Trivia night at 
the American 
Legion at 6:00 

pm 

10  
Oratorical 
Contest at 

2:00 pm at the 
Clubhouse 

 

11  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: 

 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
Steven Kelin  

Birthday 
 

15  
Essay Contest 

Deadline 
Hallsville 

Optimist Club 
Trivia Night at 

the Bob Lemone 
Building  

16  
Sunrise 

Optimist Club 
Trivia Night at 

6:00 pm at 
their 

Clubhouse 
2410 Parker 

Street 
17  
 

18  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: 

Stacey Pottinger, 
Voluntary Action 

Center 
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
Kiwanis Club 
Pancake day 
from 7:00 am 
to 12:00 pm at 

Columbia 
College cost is  

24  
 

25  
Downtown 

Optimist Club 
Meeting at 12:00 at 

the clubhouse 
Speaker: 

 

26  
 

27  
Travis Kempf 

Birthday 

28  
 

29  
Rick 

McKernan 
Birthday  

30  
Daniel 

Abraham 
Joined the 

Club in (2022) 

31  
 

 

 
 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/February-2024
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/April-2024

