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January 2022 News
Making a Difference

Meet New Optimist International Director
Cheryl Brenn
(January 13, 2022)



http://www.twincityoptimist.org

Our club is very fortunate to be the first club new Optimist
International (Ol) Director Cheryl Brenn has visited since
taking over leadership of Ol. She is not only the first woman at
the head of Ol, but also the first woman to lead any of the four
international service organizations (Kiwanis, Lions, Rotary,
and Optimists).

Cheryl talked about how women have a different approach to
leadership and now was the time for change. She spoke of
empowering women. All service organizations have been
losing members and changes are needed to succeed going
forward.

She referred to the pandemic and how schools have dropped
programs because funds were needed to address COVID. It is
up to us, as Optimists, to step in by continuing to bring out the
best in kids.

Cheryl said that as women we tend to support others before
ourselves. She said to remember that when in an airplane we
are asked to put on our masks first so that we can then help
others. We need to address our own needs before we can be of
service to others.

With soft music, we took a few minutes to meditate as Cheryl
read the Optimist Creed. By quietly listening and her accents
on certain words, made us all feel differently and empowered
by our creed.

Laurie Hyde, Nursing Specialist
Nurses for Newborns
(January 20, 2022)




Laurie Hyde, Nursing Specialist for Nurses for Newborns, was
guest speaker for our January 20th meeting.

Nurses for Newborns exists to provide a safety net for families
most at-risk. In order to prevent infant mortality, child abuse,
and neglect the agency provides in-home nursing visits which
promotes healthcare, education and positive parenting skills.

Referrals for services come from hospitals, physicians, social
workers, as well as 20% self-referred. The agency works with
all income levels. Clients may include mothers with mental,
substance abuse, or abusive relationship issues.

Services are provided up to two years after birth and help to
address safety and wellness concerns.

For more information about this agency please click on link:
www.nursesfornewborns.org

Optimist Day
February 3, 2022



http://www.nursesfornewborns.org

Optimist International and its members celebrate Optimist
Day around the world each year on the 1st Thursday in
February. On Optimist Day, members show their pride in
belonging to an Optimist Club by wearing Optimist Club
apparel — shirts, pins, hats, jackets, etc. —and posting a
photo on social media with #OptimistDay2022.

Optimist Clubs may choose a location and distribute copies
of the Optimist Creed so others may choose optimism for
themselves.

Please wear your Optimist logo
shirts to February 3rd meeting. We
will take a group photo after
meeting.

CLUB PROJECTS




Twin City Area
Optimist
Essay Contest

Essays must be postmarked
by January 31, 2022

OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

ESSAY

CONTEST

Twin City Area
Optimist
Oratorical Contest

r 1 Deadline to apply
February 3, 2022

9 Local contest will be held March 3,
2022 (time TBD)

OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

ORATORICAL

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS




You may go to our website to download the instruction letters
and application forms if you have a student who is interested
in competing. This is a great opportunity for students to earn
cash awards from our club. In addition, club winners have
scholarship opportunities. Please click this link to view/print
informational letter and application forms:
https://twincityoptimist.org/

BOOK CLUB

The book club will meet at 5:15 p.m. at Poppy's before
the evening meeting on Thursday January 27th to
discuss Big Stone Gap.

Reading List January - April, 2022
January: Big Stone Gap by Adriana Trigiani
February: Grab on to Me Tightly as if | Know the Way by Bryan Charles
March: The Art of Keeping Secrets by Patti Callahan Henry
April: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon

The meetings for the book club will be 45 minutes
before the start of the evening meeting on the last
Thursday of the month.

JOI CLUB

January meeting cancelled. No update at this time



https://twincityoptimist.org/

Debbie Schumaker
JOI Adult Advisor

Carol Schanz
JOI Chair

Emma recently started a new
chemo drug for her leukemia. If
all goes well, she will begin
maintenance treatment the end
of April or beginning of May.

Emma turned two on January
20th. If you would like to follow
Emma's cancer journey, click
on Facebook link: (20+) Turning
Darkness to Light - Emma'’s Faithful
Fight | Groups | Facebook

FUNDRAISERS
Sponsorship Campaign

The 2022 Sponsorship Campaign is underway. With the loss of
in-person fundraising events, it is even more important for our
club to seek financial support from the community. Below is
the new tri-fold brochure that was sent to all potential
sponsors. The brochure highlights a few of our projects and
will also be included in NOW (New Optimists Welcome)
packets and uploaded to our website. In addition, a copy of the
sponsorship request letter is included. If you or anyone you
know would like to become a sponsor, please contact Jean
Naeger, Marketing Chair.



https://www.facebook.com/groups/939053310207667
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Thanks to:

Pat Sweet, Patty Meyer, Janet Mace, Debbie Hogenmiller, Gerty
O'Leary, and Jean Naeger for folding, sorting, stamping, and
sealing sponsorship packets. Not pictured Barb Schmidt and
Mary Kay Scott. Packets were personally delivered or mailed
on January 13, 2022.

%, Twin City Area
Optimist Club

wew twincitpaptimistarg
. & T ! 5 Follow e an Faceboak
" Diwincitpaptimislelih
IDICTIONARY PROJECT ; Nissin
ch Fall. th : S ' By iesiding hage and pesitive isan, Egtints ing et
B the best in youth, our commupities and curselves.

The Twin ity Area bptimest Chub has namerans

Sponsorships

Platinum Sponsor: $1,000 or more
Rrastr ity atour publc vents
Inchdezz piata and laga of yow or business
Sporzars aneeunced on 0w public Facebosk page

w1

ISCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

The T W A

k Sponsars inchaded n oo welrile
Sponsary are dsplayed ol al pabic etz

Gold Sponsor: $500-5999

+ Inchades ot od g of you o Businis

+ Eponsars enesunced on omr public Facebosk page
+ Sponsars inchaded o parweiisite

Silver Sponsar; $250-5499

© Iochaes siness oge
: Sponsars are dlayed ot ol pabie events

Bronze Sponsor: $100-5249

Sponsars enpeunced on onr public Facebonk page
Sponzars inchuded an perwelisite
Sponzars are dsplayed at all priic peants

prajacts and pragrams serving sowthern letiersm Commty,
Hera are just of bew af the ways e Serv ot janth.




LET YOUR OPTIMISM
SHINE THROUGH

L] Thez Twsin City Avraa Optirist Club contin-
ues ko create new opporiuntes to fund
projects fior the youth of our community.
Online rafes have replacad in-parson
fundralsers during the pandemic. Annu-
al sales of KOEZE nuts. and Oberle gift
bomes. have contributed to cur hnancial
heslth. The f_l—;‘l'lE'l'OEIl'!.'\;!‘ owr members
has helped to ‘.1_.'.|'|E'-_:IEI|:IS. N reveniie. The
suppait of our annual sponsors allows the
Cluby ko continue fls service 1o youth

= The club maintaned social distancing by
Fedding esmmunity drive-through events
Approsimately 10,000 ibems were dropped
off 1o beneht food panthies, Brenden's Fri-
day Backpacks. and the lefersan Courty
Foster Childresys Fund The club provided
100 inckddual boxes of school supplies

\ L

5 Ly kniltesd or

ewtorms and do-
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= The clulbs provicksd monetary donabions Lo
Kade's Playground, the Hor
Iritiative:, Pargn
Heneser of Hope, seven loc
Shopwith a Cop and Jeferson County
Torys and Mare.

AUNT ROSE PROJECT

The Twin City Optimist Cluk has adopted the
Aunt Rose Project as an ongoing mission
The nead to provide sanitany produc
teanage gris g
fostar care has ba
COmE a project dear
to our hearts R is
hard to comprehand
tha insecurity peniod
poverty can have on
thasa girls

ART CONTEST =4~
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Tvin City Anea Optimist Club was thrilled to
host its annual Art Contest which recensed
00Ut 300 entries by 200 local student artist
from southarn seferson County schools and
homea school students. Katle Desvers from
Jefferson High School won Best of Show for
her entry, ttled "Grateful”
“l would like the
viewerstolook =
ak my arbwork
and feel grateful
far mwarything
hawe, no

matter how Little
it is. Winning this
contest helps
me know that
tha maaning
of the drawing
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RESPECT FOR LAW

This project was created by Optimist intema-
tional in aporeciation and respect for our Law
enforcement community, Scuthern Jeferson
County law enforcerment agencies were
henoned for their sendoe 1o the community
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Twin City Area Optimist Club

P.O. Box 475 # Festus, Missouri 63028

www . twincityoptimist.org
Follow us on Facebook
Affiliated with Optimist International — Serving Youth and Community since 1919

Board of Directors

2021-2022 January 2022
Eresident Dear Cammunity Member:
Gerty O'Leary
636-208-1395 The Twin City Area Optimist Club is a volunteer organization dedicated to bringing

out the best in youth through various projects and programs. The club serves

President Elect southern Jefferson County.

Peggy Scott The majority of the club’s projects are made possible through fundraising events;

however, COVID-19 has forced us to cancel major fundraisers. We of course have
Fast President devised creative ways to earn funds but we will fall short of our usual financial goals.
Mary Kay Scott We also rely on generous donations from the community. Your financial support
means so much to this organization.

Secretary

- We remain dedicated to supparting our youth and their families during these
Cathy Elliott

unprecedented times and look to you for your generosity,

Secretary Elect The various levels of sponsoership are highlighted in the enclosed brochure. As the
Debbie Hogenmiller sponsorships increase so too does the level of recognition. As required by tax law, a

process must be followed for a donation of $100.00 or more to be tax
deductible. Please contact Jean Naeger at jnaeger_athome@hotmail.com or

Treasurer 314 495 2822 if you would like your spensorship to be tax deductible. She will
Laura Elbl provide the necessary instructions.
Treasurer Elect Please let us know what levels you would like to sponsor and send your donation to

Carroll Metzger the above listed mailing address,

Thank you for considering this request for a donation te the Twin City Area Optimist

Board Members Elub.
2020-2022 sincerely,
Janice Boyd i
Judy Kuhlman AT .
Barb Schmidt @1% Odgarsy
FI'E'Otflt-hz?:iat y Gerty O'Leary
gdt g B President, Twin City Area Optimist Club
al Farsons £36-208-1395

Judy Williams

Ask and you shall receive!

Ellie King asked if the names of
board members and Venmo
information could be included in
newsletters. Also, President Gerty
O'Leary requested more details
regarding meeting reservations.
Thank you, ladies, for your input.

Going forward you will find this additional information at the bottom




of the newsletter. Should you have additional requests to improve
newsletters or want to write an article, provide a recipe, share a
poem, quote, cartoon, etc., please contact newsletter editor, Jean
Naeger.

Members meet every Thursday
from Noon - 1 p.m. at Taytro's.
Please RSVP by 8:00 a.m. on
Monday by contacting Cathy Elliott.

The last Thursday of the month is
an evening meeting held at Poppy's
Parlor. Meeting starts at 6:00 p.m. If
you would like to order food, please
contact Phyllis Neff on Monday prior
to meeting.

Our Club will continue looking at the
sunny side of everything and being
committed to bringing out the best
in our area youth.

Our VENMO account,
@TC-Optimist 2122, can be
used to make donations to our
projects or Fundraisers.

Please make sure to include your
phone number and a memo
indicating what the donation is
for.

Board of Directors
2021-2022

President
Gerty O’Leary
636-208-1395

President Elect
Peggy Scott

Past President
Mary Kay Scott

Secretary
Cathy Elliott

Secretary Elect
Debbie Hogenmiller

Treasurer
Laura Elbl

Treasurer Elect
Carroll Metzger

Board Members

2020-2022
Janice Boyd
Judy Kuhlman
Barb Schmidt

2021-2023
Elizabeth Check
Pat Parsons
Judy Williams

Keep current with club activities,
like us on Facebook, and

visit our website.

f

Visit our website



https://www.facebook.com/twincityoptimistclub/
http://www.twincityoptimist.org

