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�ŶŶĂ�WĂǀůŽǀĂ͗�tŽƌŬ�,ĂƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�>ŽǀĞ��ĂĐŚ�KƚŚĞƌ

Anna Pavlova was born 
in the Sakha Republic 
(Yakutia) in 1920. She 
is the mother of 10, the 
grandmother of 17 and the 
great-grandmother of seven. 

Anna Pavlova was born 

in the Sakha Republic 

(Yakutia) in 1920. Her 

parents weren’t educated, 

she said, but were incredibly 

hard working people. “They 

KXQWHG�DQG�KDG�WKHLU�RZQ�FRZV��7KH\�ZHUH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�¿UVW�FROOHFWLYH�IDUP�WKDW�
was organized in this Republic.”  

Anna said she herself didn’t have much formal education, but “I had a wonderful 

OLIH��,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�RI�P\VHOI�DV�KDYLQJ�KDG�UHDOO\�GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV�LQ�P\�OLIH��(YHQ�
WKRXJK�WKH�WLPHV�RI�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU�ZHUH�GLI¿FXOW��ZH�ZHUH�YHU\�VXSSRUWLYH�
DQG�LQGXVWULRXV��:H�ZRUNHG�D�ORW�DQG�WKDW�LV�KRZ�ZH�VXUYLYHG�GXULQJ�WKRVH�GLI¿FXOW�
times. We didn’t have enough food or clothing, but we worked very hard.”

It was important to Anna to educate her children to be hard workers and good 

people. “I had 10 children. Out of them eight stayed alive and now I have six 

of them. Their upbringing was due to the times. I tried to educate them to be 

industrious and wonderful people.”

7KH�JUHDWHVW�GLI¿FXOW\�$QQD�KDG�WR�RYHUFRPH�ZDV�WKH�GHDWK�RI�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��³2QH�
of them, my daughter, died when she was 50 year old. My son died when he was 35 

\HDUV�ROG��,�WKLQN�WKDW�LV�WKH�PRVW�GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV��ZKHQ�\RX�ORVH�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�´

³,�WKLQN�RQH�PXVW�KDYH�D�YHU\�VWURQJ�ZLOO�WR�RYHUFRPH�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�GLI¿FXOWLHV��
And of course the children that are left, they help a lot. You can’t say ‘They died 

and I want to die,’ because of course life must go on. You draw support from your 

children and the fact that you want something beautiful, and you expect something 

beautiful from your life in the future.” 

When asked what she was proud of in her life, Anna said she sees pride as a bad 

quality in life. “But the happiest moments are the successes of my children and the 
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fact that I taught them to become educated people. All of them are educated and 
good people, and I think that is the most wonderful thing.”

“And when you have children and your children have their own children, and those 
children have children – every time you become happy.”

“My advice is that you all become good people, that you work hard, have families, 
educate your own children and to be supportive to each other and to love each other 
and to lead a peaceful life. That is my advice.”
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�ŝĸĐƵůƚ�dŝŵĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă� 
tŚŽůĞ�'ĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ

“The�ǁĂƌ�ƟŵĞ�ǁĂƐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�
that is why ŵǇ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚŝĞĚ�ǀĞƌǇ�ĞĂƌůǇ͘���Ƶƚ�
ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ũƵƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ͕�ďƵƚ�
ĨŽƌ�Ă�ǁŚŽůĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘͟ �
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