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AYJXVWLQD�(JRURYQD�
Pavlova was born in 
Olekminsk in the  Sakha 
Republic (Yakutia). She is 
WKH�PRWKHU�RI�¿YH�FKLOGUHQ�
and has 10 grandchildren 
ranging in age from 26 to 
eight months. 

Avgustina Egorovna 
Pavlova was born in 1939 
and has been married for 50 
years.

“I married a man from Suntarski Region and soon we will celebrate our golden 
anniversary,” she said. “I am the happiest grandmother because I have accomplished 
all my dreams in life.”

$YJXVWLQD�VDLG�KHU�IDWKHU�ZHQW�WR�¿JKW�:RUOG�:DU�,,�ZKHQ�VKH�ZDV�D�\RXQJ�JLUO�DQG�
FDPH�EDFN�LQ�������³+H�ZHQW�LQWR�EDWWOH��7KH�ZDU�WLPH�ZDV�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�IRU�XV�DQG�
WKDW�LV�ZK\�P\�PRWKHU�GLHG�YHU\�HDUO\���%XW�WKRVH�ZHUH�GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV�QRW�MXVW�IRU�
me, but for a whole generation.”

“I was young, but I remember the support we got from the Americans. They gave us 
sugar cubes that as soon as you put them in your mouth, they would melt right away. 
I remember it was wonderful to have support from the Americans.” 

³'XULQJ�WKH�ZDU��DOO�,�ZRXOG�WKLQN�RI�ZDV�HDWLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�DQG�,�MXVW�ZDQWHG�WR�JHW�
full. We had a family that had cows and not many people had cows at that time. 
Most of the people were hunters. Because my dad had a cow, we had warm milk and 
cream. All our family was very united and supported each other.”

Avgustina said her mother gave her eldest daughter to another family during those 
\HDUV�WR�EHFRPH�HGXFDWHG��³7KRVH�ZHUH�GLI¿FXOW�\HDUV��:H�GUHZ�RXU�VWUHQJWK�IURP�
our grandmother. She used to sew everything. She could sew fur hats and fur coats 
and fur boots. She was very famous in the village and of course she was the one 
who helped us a lot.”

After her mother’s death, Avgustina went to live with an older, married sister. “I 
¿QLVKHG�VFKRRO�DQG�,�ZHQW�WR�WKH�$JULFXOWXUDO�$FDGHP\���1RW�ORQJ�DIWHU�WKDW�,�ZHQW�
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to the Suntarskiy Region and I later became an accountant. All my life I worked as 
an accountant.”  

“The Soviet time after the war was very enthusiastic. It was nice because there was 
no famine and we had enough food to eat. We also studied a lot.”

Avgustina said her grandmother’s creativity was passed down to her family. “You 
FDQ�¿QG�DUWLVWV�DQG�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�YHU\�FUHDWLYH��,W¶V�LQ�RXU�JHQHV��0\�
youngest son is a designer and all my children have the ability to create beautiful 
things.”

“Of course I am very proud of my children,” she said. “All of them became good 
workers and most of the children are highly educated. I am very proud and happy of 
the success of my children.”

“My husband is a very good man, too. We lived a very happy life together. He 
worked in the collective farms. Of course, we were brought up in Soviet times and 
our upbringing was in the Soviet way.”

Avgustina said when she was a young woman, at one time she wanted to become an 
actress and she spent some time studying at the Institute of Culture. But she came 
home, married, and has never looked back with any regrets at her life choices. “The 
most important thing in someone’s life is his or her children. If you have children, 
when you become old you are very happy.” 

And Avgustina believes that being truthful, resourceful and responsible are the most 
important values to pass on.

“I like traveling very much. I don’t sit in one place. I like going to the national 
summer festivals. I read newspapers and I am interested in life. People should value 
their lives and the lives of other people. And the most important thing is that they 
VKRXOGQ¶W�EH�JUHHG\�RU�MHDORXV��7KH\�VKRXOGQ¶W�WKLQN�WKDW�RWKHU�SHRSOH�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�
life.”
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