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Caroline Wilson: Carrying on the Teachings

Caroline Wilson, Julia J. 
Curley’s daughter, helped 
with the translation when 
we spoke with her mother. 
Afterward, concerned that 
her mother had not been 
able to share all she had 
ZDQWHG�LQ�(QJOLVK��&DUROLQH�
began to talk about her 
mother and share with us 
some of what she learned 
from her mother when she 
was growing up. 

“My mother refers to my grandfather’s teachings a lot and the reason she does 
that is that a lot of the teachings came from him: more so from him than my 
grandmother. He was the one that was very compassionate with her when she was 
little, but who was also strong with her. He raised her in a way that was like, if 
VKH�ZDV�EHLQJ�SXQLVKHG�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ��KH�MXVW�GLGQ¶W�GR�LW�MXVW�WR�GR�LW��+H�ZRXOG�
explain to her afterward, ‘This is the reason why I punished you.’ He didn’t do it 
MXVW�WR�GR�LW��MXVW�WR�EH�PHDQ�RU�VRPHWKLQJ��$QG�WKDW�LV�ZK\�VKH�UHIHUV�WR�KLP�D�ORW��
He taught her how to shoot a gun, how to go hunting deer, how to skin a deer, how 
to butcher. She used to butcher a sheep in under 10 minutes and she would weave 
a rug. She wove saddle blankets. Surprisingly my grandfather got her the spindle 
that you make the yarn out of. And he taught her that she should get up in the 
morning and run towards the sun, to meet and greet the sun. He taught her how to 
SUD\���D�ORW�RI�WKLQJV�WKDW�LV�MXVW�WKH�SHUVRQ�WKDW�VKH�LV��6KH�LV�YHU\�FRPSDVVLRQDWH��
she is very kind.”

”We live in an area that the land has been frozen for over 40 years. If you really 
look around, if you take a couple days and you drive around in this area, you’ll see 
KRPHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�GHSOHWHG��3HRSOH�OLYH�LQ�VKDFNV��7KHUH�DUH�KDUGO\�DQ\�MREV��
My mother had to work as a maid - clean rooms in motels, and things like that, to 
raise her children. She married my father in her early 20s and he was very abusive. 
She came out of that marriage and married another. The man that she later married 
really cared for her, and to this day, she – after he passed away - she lives on his 
pension. That is kind of a reward for her because in her early days she didn’t have 
anything.”
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“To this day she doesn’t live in a grand house or anything. She was supposed to be 
JLYHQ�D�KRXVH�E\�WKH�1DYDMR�WULEH��EXW�VKH�DOORZHG�D�\RXQJHU�IDPLO\�WR�WDNH�RYHU�
that home because she said that they needed it more than she did. For her to raise 
10 children on the pay of a maid, and then for her to allow her kids to go to school 
somewhere else, it must have been hard on her, but she did it anyway.”

³7KH�UHDVRQ�ZH�DUH�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�ZH�DUH�LV�IURP�KHU��6KH�LV�MXVW�WKH�VWUHQJWK�WKDW�ZH�
look to. If you ask any one of my brothers and sisters, they will tell you the same 
thing. She has taught us to be good to people that don’t like you. To pray for them 
regardless of how they treat you. You treat people as your equal, whether they are 
white, black or other nationalities. “

³6KH�MXVW�WHDFKHV�XV�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�WR�GR�IRU�\RXUVHOI��<RX�FDQ¶W�GHSHQG�RQ�RWKHU�
people, or the government, or your tribe because it won’t get you anywhere. She 
teaches us to be compassionate towards other people when they need help – if you 
VHH�RWKHU�SHRSOH�WKDW�QHHG�KHOS��\RX�KHOS�WKHP��<RX�MXVW�GRQ¶W�ORRN�DW�VRPHERG\��
when somebody is in need; you help them out. That is why when she says, ’If your 
grandmother or your auntie, if you see that they don’t have any wood, you go get 
ZRRG�IRU�WKHP��2U�\RX�JR�RYHU�WKHUH�DQG�\RX�FKRS�ZRRG�IRU�WKHP��\RX�¿[�GLQQHU�
for them.” 
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“These are the teachings that she taught us. Don’t be greedy. Just little things like 
that over the years, because of the hardships that she has gone through in her life. 
She has kind of given it to us and we know what she has gone through and from that 
we have learned a lot, a lot.” 

“And I think we get a lot of the teachings from her instead of from somebody else. 
Some of us are traditional and some of us are Christians in her family. And she 
accepts that. I am a Christian more than traditional, and I respect what she believes 
and I respect the way she prays. And the way the family members are part of another 
religion, but I respect that.”

“She is an advocate for children. She has her own child with Downs’ Syndrome. She 
teaches us not to belittle other people because of their handicaps or the way that they 
are. Because it is a teaching that when you are given somebody like that, it teaches 
you to be compassionate towards people - to be glad that you are whole.” 

“Don’t sleep late. That is one of her greatest teachings. Don’t sleep late. Get up. 
Learn to do for yourself. Learn to do the traditional things. Make bread, fry bread. 
Butcher, plant, learn to do those things because in the modern days now you don’t 
know how long those type of things are going to be around, because you are going 
WR�KDYH�WR�OHDUQ�WR�OLYH�WKH�ROG�ZD\V�DJDLQ�RQH�RI�WKHVH�GD\V��$QG�VR�VKH�MXVW�WHDFKHV�
us a lot.”

³,�JR�WUDYHOLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�RWKHU�SODFHV�DQG�ZKHQ�,�WUDYHO�ZLWK�KHU�VKH�MXVW�WHOOV�PH�
stories. When she was a young girl, she tells me one story where her father, my 
grandfather, would tell her to get up before sunrise. And they didn’t hobble horses 
WKHQ��WKH\�MXVW�OHW�WKHP�JR��6KH�ZDV�RQO\�PD\EH�VHYHQ�RU�HLJKW�\HDUV�ROG�DQG�KH�
would get her up early and the horses would be maybe 10 miles away. It didn’t 
matter that she was little or that she would get hurt running to get the horses, and 
VKH�ZRXOG��6KH�ZRXOG�WDNH�RII�DQG�VKH�ZRXOG�UXQ�WKRVH����PLOHV�DQG�VKH�ZRXOG�¿QG�
them and someway she would get on and she would bring them back. And then he 
would take the horses and hitch them up to the wagon and go get wood. She did a lot 
of things that men do, even though she was a woman. She was a sharpshooter. She 
FDQ�VKRRW�D�WDUJHW�OLNH�PRVW�\RXQJ�JX\V��7KH\�FDQ¶W�GR�WKH�WKLQJV�VKH�FDQ��6KH�LV�MXVW�
unbelievable, the things that she can do.”

“She is a great teacher. When you have Council, like you have chapter meetings, she 
will be there and she will be one of the main ones that will be saying things for her 
people. She knows what they need because she has lived in the area.”

“Right now her grandkids have gotten together. Her children and her grandkids 
have gotten together and they are building a hogan for her, over where she keeps 
her animals. If you were going towards Cameron you could see it. It’s really in a 
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beautiful area. And they got together and it shows the love that they have for her - 
WR�EH�DEOH�WR�KDYH�D�QLFH�SODFH�OLNH�WKDW�WR�VWD\�LQ��,W�LV�MXVW�KHU�UHZDUG�MXVW�KDYLQJ�
grandkids, I guess. She will have 75 this coming spring and they all love her. They 
MXVW�ZDQW�WR�VWD\�ZLWK�KHU��7KH\�ZDQW�WR�KHUG�VKHHS�IRU�KHU��6KH�KDV�KRUVHV��VR�WKH\�
come around and they ride horses. She still rides horses at her age. And she thinks 
she is still young. She still wants to do all these things that she did maybe 20 or 
30 years ago, and it’s getting to the point where she can’t anymore. She gets aches, 
body aches and backaches and things like that, but she thinks she is still strong. And 
I believe she is, in spirit you know. Maybe not bodily, but she is in spirit.”

“And she’s always a teaching person. Whenever her kids or grandkids get together, 
she always has something to teach. And she tries to do it in English because a lot 
RI�KHU�JUDQGNLGV�GRQ¶W�VSHDN�1DYDMR��$QG�VKH�JRHV�RXW�RI�KHU�ZD\�WR�VSHDN�(QJOLVK�
WR�WKHP��6KH�ZLOO�JR�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�EHWZHHQ�1DYDMR�WR�(QJOLVK�WHDFKLQJ�WKHP��
Sometimes they understand and sometimes they don’t.” 

“She teaches the way of the cradleboard. She teaches her granddaughters that you 
need to put your babies in a cradleboard. You need to do it this way; you need to 
have this done for them. Some of them do and some of them don’t. It all depends on 
ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�GR��%XW�WKDW�LV�MXVW�KHU�ZD\��6KH�LV�D�ZRQGHUIXO�PRWKHU�´
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Success
͞DǇ�ůŝĨĞ͛Ɛ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚ�
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