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Elizaveta Aleksandrovna Ivanova: Light from the North 

(OL]DYHWD�$OHNVDQGURYQD�
Ivanova was born in the 
Suntarksiy Region of the 
Sakha Republic (Yakutia). 
She is the mother of three 
daughters and the proud 
grandmother of one 
JUDQGGDXJKWHU��(OL]DYHWD�LV�
the mother of Nadia Noeva, 
the Women’s Voices Project 
camera woman, translator 
and fellow traveler on the 
journey. 

Elizaveta Aleksandrovna Ivanova was born in 1934 in the rural Suntarksiy region of 
Russia’s Sakha Republic (Yakutia). She is the mother of three daughters, Nadia, an 
(QJOLVK�WHDFKHU��WUDQVODWRU�DQG�¿OPPDNHU��6DKDL\D��D�PDQDJHU��DQG�/HQD��D�YLROLQLVW��
Her son-in-law is a businessman and her four-year-old granddaughter, Elena, is the 
light of her life.

As a child, Elizaveta grew up as an orphan. “As an orphan I realized very well that I was 
all alone with no mother or father. I always had this idea in my mind and I had to deal 
with other people from this point of view most of the time as a child,” she said. 

“I used to live with different families and though sometimes they would be cruel to 
me and punish me, I never argued with them and I never had my own opinion what-
so-ever, because I knew that I had no right to argue with them. If I had argued with 
them I could have become a homeless person.” 

(OL]DYHWD�VDLG�LW�ZDV�QDWXUH�WKDW�JDYH�KHU�VWUHQJWK�WR�RYHUFRPH�KHU�GLI¿FXOWLHV�DV�D�
child. “I would draw support from nature, from the trees, from the valleys. I would 
always go out and sing some songs and I think nature became like my mother and 
P\�IDWKHU�DW�WKDW�WLPH��,�ZRXOG�JR�WKHUH�DQG�H[SUHVV�P\�MR\�DQG�KDSSLQHVV��P\�JULHI�
DQG�VRUURZ��1DWXUH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�HQMR\HG�WKH�PRVW�DW�WKDW�WLPH�LQ�P\�OLIH�´�

“When my dad was dying he said to me that I should become an educated person,” 
she said. “Those were his last words and he would always repeat them again and 
again. All my life I tried and I did my best to become educated.”
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³:KHQ�,�¿QLVKHG�VFKRRO�,�ZHQW�WR�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�IDUP�WR�ZRUN�DV�D�PLONPDLG�DQG�
,�GLG�D�ORW�RI�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUN�WKHUH��,�ZRUNHG�IRU�¿YH�\HDUV��VDYHG�VRPH�PRQH\�
and decided to become a student. I entered the University and chose to become a 

veterinarian.”

(OL]DYHWD�VDLG�VKH�ZDV�D�JRRG�VWXGHQW��³,�VWXGLHG�YHU\�ZHOO��¿QLVKHG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
and did become a vet. My professors liked me very much and one of them 

particularly supported me in those years. He would help prepare me for my exams 

and he was a great support.”

$V�D�YHWHULQDU\�VWXGHQW�VKH�ZDV�JLYHQ�WKH�WDVN�RI�GRLQJ�VFLHQWL¿F�UHVHDUFK��EXW�
XQIRUWXQDWHO\�ZDVQ¶W�DEOH�WR�¿QLVK�WKH�UHVHDUFK�DW�WKH�WLPH��/DWHU�LQ�OLIH�VKH�GHFLGHG�
to enter the University again and get a second diploma. “That is why I went back 

and studied biology; to accomplish the task that I was given by the other faculty,” 

she said. Doing so eliminated a regret she had carried.

“I chose to get married and my greatest dream was to have children,” she said. “I 

am very proud that I had children. I wanted them to become good people and to 

accomplish their own life dreams; to be successful in their own lives.”  

Although Elizaveta was very happy to graduate from the university, she said her 

happiest moment in life was when she became a grandmother. “When my daughter 

ZDV�JLYLQJ�ELUWK��,�MXVW�NQHZ�LW�ZDV�KDSSHQLQJ��:KHQ�,�EHFDPH�D�JUDQGPRWKHU��,�
felt in a different way. I feel the sun is different and the world is different. I have 

something new in my life. It was the greatest moment.”

One of the things that changed in her life as she has become older, Elizaveta said, 

is her attitude toward what love is. “When you are young, you believe in love. You 

think that love is something and when you fall in love with someone that person 

becomes an ideal to you. You think about that person all the time. But as time passes 

it is interesting to note that attitude toward love changes a lot. It is totally different 

from what I thought when I was young to what I think as an old person.”

As for advice for young women, Elizaveta stressed the importance of couples being 

supportive to each other. “They should be peaceful and have a wonderful attitude 

toward their families, so they can build their own families and have their own 

FKLOGUHQ��,�MXVW�ZDQW�WKHP�WR�EH�KDSS\�´��

Although she is happy to have accomplished her personal and professional goals 

in life – including purchasing her own home, something still relatively rare in the 

Sakha Republic - Elizaveta said her life’s greatest accomplishment is her three 

GDXJKWHUV�DQG�JUDQGGDXJKWHU��³7KDW�LV�P\�ELJJHVW�MR\�´�
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dŚĞ�^ƵŶ�ŝƐ��ŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͕� 
dŚĞ�tŽƌůĚ�ŝƐ��ŝīĞƌĞŶƚ
͞tŚĞŶ�/�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�Ă�ŐƌĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ �/�ĨĞůƚ�Ă�
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ǁĂǇ͘�/�ĨĞĞů�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵŶ�ŝƐ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ŝƐ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͘�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�
ŶĞǁ�ŝŶ�ŵǇ�ůŝĨĞ͘�/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚ�ŵŽŵĞŶƚ͘͟

         —Elizaveta Aleksandrovna Ivanova


