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:ĞĂŶŶĞƩĞ�DĂƌŝĞ��ĂŵŝŶŽ�dƵƌƚŽŶ͗�&ĂŵŝůǇ͕�&ĂŝƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�&ƵŶ�

I met Jeannette Turton, of 
Indiana, Pennsylvania, 
when she was sitting with 
her husband on the maroon 
benches in the cafeteria 
of the M/V Malispina, 
somewhere between Auke 
Bay and British Columbia. 
The quiet hum of the ship’s 
engine, the blue-grey waters 
of the Inside Passage, and 
the snow-capped mountain 
peaks were the scene for 

WKLV�PRWKHU�RI�IRXU�DQG�JUDQGPRWKHU�RI�VHYHQ¶V�(OGHU�+RVWHO�$ODVND�DGYHQWXUH�DQG�
the backdrop for our Women’s Voices interview.  

Jeannette Marie Camino Turton grew up in Cleveland, Ohio, the daughter of 
,WDOLDQ�LPPLJUDQWV�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��$�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�$PHULFDQ��DOO�IRXU�RI�KHU�
grandparents lived in the village of Ururidy, Italy. She described her early life as not 
unlike many others of her generation: her father worked for Carlings Brewery in 
Cleveland until it closed and her grandparents cared for her and her brother while 
her mother worked as a “Rosie the Riveter” during World War II. She grew up, went 
to Notre Dame College, a women’s school in South Euclid, became a history teacher, 
got married and started her family right away.

“With the birth of my twins, I managed to have four babies in 27 months. We lived 
hand to mouth while my husband attended graduate school. He had a grant from the 
National Institute for Health of $5,600 a year. Thank God the All Star Dairy made 
KRPH�GHOLYHULHV��$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�PRQWK�ZH¶G�KDYH�YHU\�OLWWOH�OHIW�DQG�WKH\�ZRXOG�
GHOLYHU�PLON�DQG�HJJV�DQG�FKHHVH��,�XVHG�WR�EX\�����MDUV�RI�EDE\�IRRG�D�PRQWK�IRU�
WKH�WZLQV�´

³,�OHDUQHG�WR�VHZ�MXVW�VR�,�FRXOG�GUHVV�WKH�NLGV��,�PDGH�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKH\�ZRUH��0\�
husband Larry had to wear white shirts at the clinic and when his collars wore out, 
I would take the shirt material to make tops for the girls that I would decorate with 
appliqués.”

Jeannette said her early years of marriage were spent thousands of miles from family, 
without any help. “I remember one day the lady next door came to help me fold diapers 
and I was so thankful. Those were the hardest years. I remember when my husband was 
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getting his Ph.D., my cousin Joe sent $50 for Christmas to buy the kids some things. He 

WROG�XV�WR�VDYH�����WR�RXW�WR�GLQQHU�DQG�ZH�GLG��,W�ZDV�DPD]LQJ�´

³:KHQ�P\�KXVEDQG�¿QLVKHG�VFKRRO�ZH�PRYHG�WR�.DQVDV�&LW\�DQG�UHQWHG�D�OLWWOH�
bungalow with an upstairs. I remember there were no heating vents in the upstairs 

DQG�,�FDOOHG�WKH�&LW\�RI�.DQVDV�&LW\�WR�FRPSODLQ��,�ZDV�TXLWH�SHUWXUEHG�´��

Jeannette said that one hardest times she remembers was when she spent a week 

in the hospital after the birth of her twins. “The wives of some of my husband’s 

FROOHDJXHV�WRRN�FDUH�RI�WKH�NLGV��,�KDG�MXVW�KDG�WKH�WZLQV��FDPH�KRPH�DQG�WKH�QH[W�
day I passed out from the pain. I had to go back to the hospital for gallbladder 

surgery. The doctor wouldn’t let me go home to take care of the babies. My mother 

took one twin and my mother-in-law took the other. It was a very hard time.”

For Jeannette, her mother and mother-in-law provided inspiration and strength for 

RYHUFRPLQJ�OLIH¶V�GLI¿FXOWLHV��³0\�PRWKHU�ZDV�D�SKHQRPHQDO�ZRPDQ�DQG�D�JUHDW�
inspiration. My mother-in-law had 10 kids. They were both very strong women and 

I tried to imitate them.”

:KHQ�VKH�ZHQW�WR�FROOHJH��-HDQQHWWH�VDLG�ERWK�RI�KHU�JUDQGPRWKHUV�KDG�D�¿W��³%XW�
P\�IDWKHU�WROG�WKHP�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�EH�D�EHWWHU�PRWKHU�IRU�LW��$QG�,�¿UPO\�EHOLHYH�WKDW��
The nuns used to say, ’Educate a man and you educate a person. Educate a woman 

and you educate a family’ My father understood that.”

As for her husband, Jeannete described him as “a hell of a guy.” 

“He never shirked his fatherly duty. He took charge of the kids when I needed him 

and I never had the feeling that I was raising the kids alone. Larry and I are probably 

each other’s best friends. That’s the most important thing in marriage. We haven’t 

JRWWHQ�WLUHG�RI�HDFK�RWKHU�\HW��:H�DUH�IRXQGLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�,QGLDQD�%DOOURRP�
Dance Club. When my girls got engaged we decided we needed to dance, so we 

took ballroom dance and we’ve been dancing ever since.” 

 

Jeannette said that along with her family, she drew strength in her life from her 

church. “I love going to church. I’m a people person, and I really like the people. 

We have gone to the same church for almost 30 years. We have a core group of 

friends that we spend a lot of time talking about faith. All of us have the same 

problems, the same experiences.”

Jeannette’s greatest source of pride is her children. “We got all four kids through 

college. We have a daughter who is learning disabled and had to work harder as a 

result of it, but she earned a BA in history, an MA in archival history and a Master’s 

GHJUHH�LQ�OLEUDU\�VFLHQFHV��,�DP�VR�SURXG�RI�DOO�RI�P\�FKLOGUHQ��,W¶V�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHP�
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that I decided to go back to school myself and earn my Master’s degree in Early 
Childhood Education.”

Yet despite that pride, Jeannette’s cites something different as her life’s greatest 
accomplishment. “I hope it’s not willingly hurting anyone.”

“I’ve tried really hard to be a good teacher, mother and grandmother. If I have any 
advice to give to the next generation, it would be to be patient. Don’t be afraid to 
keep on learning. Don’t be afraid to admit mistakes. Don’t forget to vote. Pay your 
ELOOV�RQ�WLPH�DQG�OHDUQ�WKH�SHULOV�RI�GHEW��/RYH�HDFK�RWKHU��$QG�KDYH�IXQ�´
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Hope and Unity
͞/�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ƌĞĂů�ƐĞŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�ǁĂŶƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�
ƌĞĂƐƐƵƌĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�ŚŽƉĞ͕�
that there was a reason for the things 
ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�
ĐŽƵůĚ�ŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐ�ǁĞ�
ŚĂĚ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ͘��ŶĚ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽ�
begin to unite as a family again and 
gradually to take that to the larger 
levels where we would unite as tribal 
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŐŝŶ�ƚŽ�ƵŶŝƚĞ�ĂƐ�ŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘�
And of course that is taking us to the 
ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ŚĂƐ�
ƚŽ�ůŽŽŬ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚŝǀŝĚĞĚ�ƵƐ͘�
And that we individually have a choice 
that we can make that can set a whole 
ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ŝŶ�ŵŽƟŽŶ͘͟ �

�����������������������Ͷ>ĂƵƌĞƩĂ�tĂůƚŽŶ�<ŝŶŐ


