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Johnnie Rose Rasmussen: The Dignity of Service

We met Johnnie Rose 
Rasmussen in Needles, 
California, heading west 
along the old, historic Route 
66. Johnnie Rose has served 
diners in the Wagon Wheel 
Restaurant for more than 20 
years. She is the daughter of 
(OYD�3DXO�5DVPXVVHQ�DQG�
Melissa Louise Rasmussen, 
the mother of four children 
and grandmother to nine. 

Johnnie Rose was born in Seattle, Washington and describes herself as a Navy brat.  

She described her road to Needles as a long story. 

“My grandma and grandpa on my mother’s side raised me from the time I was seven. 

,�KDG�P\�¿UVW�FKLOG�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����7KH�RQO\�UHDOLW\�WKDW�,�KDG�RI�ZKDW�OLIH�ZDV�IURP�
my grandma and grandpa. My mom tried, don’t get me wrong. But the only reality I 

had was from my grandma and grandpa.”  

$OWKRXJK�OLIH�ZDV�GLI¿FXOW�IRU�-RKQQLH�5RVH�JURZLQJ�XS��KHU�JUDQGSDUHQWV�JDYH�KHU�D�
foundation that helped her throughout her life. 

 

“They were good workers,” she said. “No matter what happened, when things got 

tough, they would keep working. Times get rough, but you got to go on. You’ve got 

to get the shoes and the food and you can’t be too proud to work.”

“I learned from them that if you have to do dishes to get food, you do the dishes. It’s 

not beyond you to do any work.” 

)RU�-RKQQLH�5RVH��OLIH¶V�GLI¿FXOWLHV�LQFOXGHG�IDFLQJ�WKH�GHDWK�RI�KHU�RZQ�FKLOG��³,�
lost a daughter when she was in her teens. It was a bad time. You don’t have reality 

with that one.” 

But it was her work that she claimed helped pull her through. “It kind of kept my 

mind off it and pulled me away from kids for a while.” 

“People say, ‘You have other kids,’ but the point is, you still have a loss. That was 

my daughter.”
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Johnnie Rose says it’s the love of her family that she draws on for strength and 
VXSSRUW��³,�KDYH�D�JUDQGVRQ�QRZ�ZKR�VD\V�,¶P�D�VH[\�JUDQGPD��,�GUDZ�RQ�P\�VRQ��

I have a granddaughter and I 
see them and they let me know 
they love me. And my mom 
is still alive and she says she 
loves me.” 

“I always saw why my kids 
did things. My girls, they 
got pregnant young. I was 
pregnant young. But you 
have to love them. In my 
grandparents day if a girl got 
pregnant young, they would 

send them off and send the baby off. But you don’t do that. There is a baby there. 
There is something you can love.  One of the girls here was saying something about 
abortion and some of the people were using it like a legal way of birth control. It 
shouldn’t be. There is a fetus there. We are human.”

)RU�-RKQQLH�5RVH��KHU�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�EURXJKW�KHU�WKH�JUHDWHVW�MR\�LQ�OLIH�DQG�KHU�
proudest moments. “Probably one of the proudest moments was my son’s high 
school graduation and making sure that (the children) got through school.” 

 “For me, in my time and being 
in the restaurant business, we 
were taught cooking and ironing. 
But now I think kids need their 
education more. It isn’t the same 
roles with a man and a woman. 
Now it is more important that you 
get your education and learn. We 
need to let our young people know 
to learn more. Women need to 
learn more than how is that steak 
VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�¿[HG�´�

“My most important advice to young women is to believe in themselves, not 
somebody else, but in themselves.” 

“The strongest hurt for me after my daughter died was that I remarried a man and 
I believed in him. But when it didn’t work out, it really hurt me because I had 
believed in him.” 
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“I think I have always believed there is a power stronger than where we are.  There 
is something that happens when you lose a child. I think they are still with you 
because when things go real wrong and I go into it, everything straightens out. So 
whatever it is, they are still with you. You don’t ever lose that child and you know 
they are at peace, because it gives you a peace.” 

“I remember that child and I loved each other dearly. I have talked to women that 
said they didn’t know it when their child died, but I had a feeling and I knew it 
EHIRUH�ZH�KDG�HYHQ�JRWWHQ�WKH�ZRUG��,�MXVW�NQHZ�LW��%XW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�SHDFH�,�IHOW�
because we loved each other. I believe there is something stronger and that is with 
her.”

³,¶P�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�ZRPDQ��LQ�WKLV�OLWWOH�WRZQ�GRLQJ�P\�EHVW��WU\LQJ�WR�EHOLHYH�DQG�WU\LQJ�
to feed people. After all, people need to eat.“
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Truth
͞�Ž�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌƵƚŚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ͘�EŽ�ůǇŝŶŐ͘�'ŽĚ�
ŬŶŽǁƐ�ǁŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽ͘�^Ž�ĚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌƵƚŚ�Ăůů�
ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ͘͟

                   —Connie Tooka Mirabal


