
:RPHQ·V�9RLFHV��7KH�:LVGRP�RI�WKH�*UDQGPRWKHUV

28

^ŽŶŝĂ�>ĞĞ��ŚŽƵ͗�ZĞƐƉĞĐƚ�ĨŽƌ�zŽƵƌ��ƵůƚƵƌĞ͕�ZĞƐƉĞĐƚ�ĨŽƌ�
zŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͕�ZĞƐƉĞĐƚ�ĨŽƌ�KƚŚĞƌƐ

6RQLD�/HH�&KRX�¿UVW�FDPH�
to the United States from 
Taiwan, China on a school 
holiday. The daughter of 
Ching Hui Lee and Funguh 
Chang Lee, and the mother 
RI�'HOLD�&KRX��6RQLD�¿UVW�
moved to San Luis Obisbo, 
California. She later 
moved with her husband 
to run a motel in Cresent 
City, a small town along 
California’s northern coast 

nestled amidst the towering, giant Redwood forest, where we met her.

³0\�KXVEDQG�ORYHV�WKH�WUHHV�KHUH��DQG�LQ�¿YH�PLQXWHV�ZH�FDQ�JHW�HYHU\ZKHUH�LQ�
town. It’s a small town so we know everyone,” Sonia said. 

Knowing people is important to Sonia now.

³:KHQ�,�¿QLVKHG�FROOHJH�LQ�7DLZDQ��P\�VLVWHU�ZDV�LQ�-DSDQ��)LUVW��ZKHQ�,�ZHQW�WR�
Japan, there were so many things to learn. Then when I came to the United States 
DQG�LW�ZDV�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�IDPLO\�´�

For Sonia, learning the language of her adopted country presented a huge challenge. 
“When I went to Japan, I had to learn Japanese and when I came to the United States, 
I had to change from Japanese to English. If you don’t know the language well, it 
is hard to communicate deeply. I would really encourage people who want to go to 
another country to learn the language and don’t stay with your people. Go to a small 
town and get to know the people and to know their lives. Otherwise I would say it is 
very hard.”

“This is a very lovely country. People are very patient and they have good hearts. I 
had a restaurant for 10 years; and my guests were my teachers. They don’t look 
down on you. In the United States people allow you to do mistakes.”

“I always encourage people about Americans. If you have dreams in this country, 
your dreams will come true. People will help you out for no reason, no payback. 
3HRSOH�DUH�MXVW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�KHOS�\RX�RXW�´
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Despite her love for her new homeland, Sonia is proudest of being Chinese. “I think 
being Chinese is being proud too. It’s not about the lifestyle; it is about the rich 
culture. There are some virtues inside of us already. You respect your parents, not 
MXVW�E\�HGXFDWLRQ�RU�E\�WUDGLWLRQ��,W�LV�LQVLGH�RI�XV��,I�\RX�IROORZ�\RXU�FRQVFLHQFH�
then you go to any country and you can be yourself. I am so proud that I have that 
within me.”

As Sonia has grown older, she realized that the focus she put on acquiring material 
things when she was younger was really not important.

“When I was young I thought that being rich was the important thing, but now I 
think that it’s not the only thing. Before I would think that with money or material 
things, you show off yourself. But now I don’t care about how people think. If you 
are comfortable and you are healthy that’s important. When I saw my parents in the 
hospital, I realized that material things cannot buy peace. People should focus on 
more spiritual things - on conservation, not on collection.”

“I used to have a tough life too. I liked to challenge myself. I came to the U.S. and I 
had friends who were very patient, and we always laughed at them. We would think, 

‘Why are you so stupid, to care about other people?’ But then I realized that if people 
can use them as a model and care about other people, the world will become peace. 
And that is when I started to change myself.”

“Now everyone walking in the store is my brother and sister. It doesn’t matter that 
the language or the color of skin might be different, but they all come from their 
parents. The spirit comes from the same area.”

“I always tell my daughter that it is very important to study because to study is one 
part that brings knowledge. But the most important thing is virtue. If you see moms 
outside on the street, treat everyone like your mom. If you see grandparents, see 
your own grandparents. If you see someone your age, see your brother and sister. 
If you see someone younger, you are always taking care of them like a brother and 
sister. It is important to have this mindset. You need other people wherever you go. 
You will have peace if you treat people like that.”

For Sonia, there is one thing she has learned in her new culture that she thinks is 
very important to share with other women. 
 

“I think that the women are very different in my culture and this culture. In my 
culture, we depend on the men. In this culture, women should challenge themselves. 
You don’t have to depend on someone else. Here if you depend on the men, you can 
also stand up yourself. You can drive yourself. You can go anywhere yourself….
Get back your life for yourself, not for someone else. Be independent. A husband 
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and wife have to be like yin and yang, but you have to be able to survive if you are 
alone.”

³:KHQ�,�¿UVW�FDPH�KHUH�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�GDUN�,�ZRXOG�EH�ORQHO\��IHHOLQJ�OLNH�
,�ZDV�ÀRDWLQJ�ZLWKRXW�VDIHW\�DQG�VHFXULW\��1RZ�,�WHOO�DQ\�JXHVWV�WKDW�FRPH�WR�WKLV�
place, you have safety and security. I always try to make them feel they know 
someone here and they don’t have to worry.” 

“I think that every moment of life is very important; the moment of the truth. … 
Every moment is very important to everyone. I think that time runs out so fast and 
SHRSOH�KDYH�WR�WU\�WR�HQMR\�HYHU\�PRPHQW��'R�QRW�KXUW�VRPHRQH�HOVH��EXW�WR�WU\�WR�
HQMR\�HYHU\�PRPHQW��(YHU\RQH�LV�VSHFLDO��(YHU\RQH�LV�D�JLIW�IURP�*RG�´
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>ŽǀĞ��ĂĐŚ�KƚŚĞƌ� 
and Have Fun
“If I have any advice to give 
to the ŶĞǆƚ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕�ŝƚ�
ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ͘�
�ŽŶ͛ƚ�ďĞ�ĂĨƌĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�ŽŶ�
ůĞĂŶŝŶŐ͘��ŽŶ͛ƚ�ďĞ�ĂĨƌĂŝĚ�
ƚŽ�ĂĚŵŝƚ�ŵŝƐƚĂŬĞƐ͘��ŽŶ͛ƚ�
ĨŽƌŐĞƚ�ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ͘�WĂǇ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ďŝůůƐ�ŽŶ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉĞƌŝůƐ�ŽĨ�ĚĞďƚ͘�>ŽǀĞ�ĞĂĐŚ�
ŽƚŚĞƌ͘ ��ŶĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĨƵŶ͊͟

����������������Ͷ:ĞĂŶŶĞƩĞ�dƵƌƚŽŶ�


