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9HUD�/HH�-XVWLFH�(DUO�JUHZ�
up in the tiny rural town 
of Dacula, Georgia, the 
daughter of Herman and 
Jessie Justice. She is the 
mother of three children, 
the grandmother of eight 
and a longtime beautician 
in Juneau, Alaska. Vera’s 
kindness, generosity of spirit, 
and personal support made 
her a perfect candidate for 
the Women’s Voices Project. 

 
9HUD�/HH�-XVWLFH�(DUO�JUHZ�XS�LQ�WKH�WLQ\�UXUDO�WRZQ�RI�'DFXOD��*HRUJLD��RQH�RI�¿YH�
children of Herman and Jessie Justice. Ducula, according to Vera, is somewhere 
between Atlanta and Athens, Georgia - the kind of town that “if you blinked, you 
ZRXOG�PLVV�LW�´�+HU�¿UVW�KRXVH�ZDV�IRXU�URRPV�ZLWK�QR�UXQQLQJ�ZDWHU�RU�LQGRRU�
plumbing. “My siblings and I slept in the same bedroom,” she said. “We didn’t 
know any different, we were young and we were happy.”It wasn’t until she was six, 
ZKHQ�KHU�JUDQGIDWKHU�KHOSHG�¿QG�D�QHZ�KRXVH�IRU�WKH�IDPLO\��WKDW�9HUD�H[SHULHQFHG�
UXQQLQJ�ZDWHU�DQG�D�EDWKURRP�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��³,W�ZDV�D�ELJ�IDUPKRXVH�ZLWK�ORWV�RI�
outdoor buildings and barns. My dad tore down all the buildings and we all pitched 
in and planted Bermuda grass in rows all through the huge yard. There were big 
oak trees and one huge Magnolia, with ivy running on the trees in the old Southern 
style.” 

Vera went to elementary and high school in Dacula, in a school system that wasn’t 
integrated until the year after she graduated. 

³,�ZDV����\HDUV�ROG�ZKHQ�,�PDUULHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��,�PDUULHG�P\�KLJK�VFKRRO�
sweetheart. My husband knew he was going to get drafted to go to Vietnam, so he 
MRLQHG�WKH�$LU�)RUFH��:H�JRW�PDUULHG�ULJKW�EHIRUH�KH�ZHQW�LQ�WR�EDVLF�WUDLQLQJ��+H�
got sent to Michigan and I went with him.”

9HUD�KDG�KHU�¿UVW�FKLOG�DW�DJH�����³2XU�¿UVW�\HDU�RI�PDUULDJH�ZDV�LQ�0LFKLJDQ��DQG�
it was probably good for me. I was a hometown girl who had never been anywhere. 
It really was the best thing that ever happened, because I got out of that little town 
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and saw life is a little different in other places. I made a lot of friends and we all had 
babies together.” 

%XW�9HUD�VDLG�KHU�¿UVW�KXVEDQG�ZDV�YHU\�GRPLQHHULQJ��³+H�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�PH�WR�JR�
RXWVLGH�WKH�KRXVH�ZLWKRXW�KLP��+H�ZDV�MHDORXV��GRPLQHHULQJ�DQG�SRVVHVVLYH��+H�
was also an introvert and didn’t want friends or family over. Things started changing 
for me after our second child. I felt like I was having to sneak to have a little fun or 
go to talk with a friend. We went back to Georgia and that’s when I really started to 
get discontent.”

“I lived in a mobile home in my parents’ backyard when my husband went to 
Thailand during the war. My mother-in-law tried to plan my day. When my husband 
and I were separated for a year, that’s when I started to think about things.”

Vera said she was raised in the Baptist Church where the husband in the head of the 
KRXVHKROG��³,�ZDV�UDLVHG�WR�EH�D�JRRG�JLUO��WR�OLVWHQ�WR�P\�KXVEDQG��,�HQMR\HG�EHLQJ�
a mother and was very conscious of the children’s health and school. We were very 
active in our church; we went every Sunday.”

After her last child was born Vera went back to work in a beauty salon. “I had 
worked for my aunt while I was in high school. She was a hairstylist and I got to 
apprentice with her. Once I went back to work, looking back on it, I think that was 
when I started planning a divorce. I started saving cash.”

³,�ZDV�WHUUL¿HG��:KDW�ZDV�,�JRLQJ�WR�GR�RXW�WKHUH�RQ�P\�RZQ"�,�KDG�WR�PDNH�D�OLYLQJ��
My son was six and my oldest was 10. I started working full time and I went to 
school for a year to get my license.” 

 “We had built a beautiful, three story house. My husband was an electrician. His 
father was an electrician too. We borrowed $29,000 and built this fabulous, three 
story house with four bedrooms and three baths. My husband’s family gave us 
the property right next door to their place, by a big creek. It had a big bridge and 
a big beautiful yard. I had what most people would have looked at on the outside 
as a wonderful marriage. But on the inside, I was pretty miserable. I couldn’t go 
DQ\ZKHUH�RU�GR�DQ\WKLQJ��,�IHOW�UHDOO\�VWLÀHG��,�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�WKDW�KRXVH�IRU�WKUHH�\HDUV�
DQG�,�GHFLGHG�WKDW�ZH�MXVW�ZHUHQ¶W�PHDQW�IRU�HDFK�RWKHU��,�JUHZ�XS�DQG�KH�VWD\HG�WKH�
same.”  

“I went to him one day and said, ‘I want a divorce.’ Life is too short and I want to 
move on.’ He had not a clue. He was livid.”

Vera said her husband wanted to start over and perhaps move away from living near 
his domineering parents. “I thought about it but I realized I didn’t love him anymore. 
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My parents were devastated. They thought it was me. You wouldn’t believe the 
things they said.  I kept to myself for a long time. But I felt really comfortable when 
I realized I could take care of myself.”

Vera said marrying so young had left her feeling she had missed out on fun. “I 
VWDUWHG�GULYLQJ�WR�DQRWKHU�WRZQ�RQ�WKH�ZHHNHQGV��MXVW�WR�JR�RXW�DQG�KDYH�IXQ��,�GLG�
that for two years, and then I met my current husband, Richard, through my best 
IULHQGV��7KH�¿UVW�WLPH�,�PHW�KLP�,�WKRXJKW��µ2K�QR��KH�KDV�WRR�PXFK�KDLU��+H�ZDV�
riding a motorcycle and looked all ragged out. I was looking for a guy in a three 
SLHFH�VXLW�´

“We met again about a year later. He was looking for a date to go to a friend’s 
ZHGGLQJ��:KHQ�KH�DVNHG�PH�RXW�KH�VDLG��µ,¶OO�ZHDU�D�WKUHH�SLHFH�VXLW��$QG�E\�WKH�
ZD\��,�VKDYHG�¶�:H¶YH�EHHQ�WRJHWKHU�IRU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�´

Vera said that when she thinks about the lessons she has learned in life, she realizes 
that a person can’t be too quick to make decisions. “You have to think things 
through. I wanted to marry to get out of the house when I was young. I knew I 
couldn’t afford a college education, so getting married was my ticket out. But I 
realized that’s not the answer. You have to plan your life. You have to have some 
VRUW�RI�D�SODQ�DQG�QRW�MXVW�MXPS�IRU�RQH�WKLQJ�RU�WKH�RWKHU�´

“Having a career has kept me going. I sometimes see 10 people in a day. I get to 
socialize. My clients tell me their innermost secrets. Each one of my clients is my 
IULHQG��,�UHDOO\�HQMR\�WKDW�´

Vera said girlfriends are important, too. “Girls need each other. Girls need to have 
fun together. We have fun with our husbands, but with our girlfriends it’s a whole 
different ball game.” 

“My children are a wonderful part of my life. Staying good friends with your 
children is important too. If I had any advice to give young women it would be to 
take your time. Life is good. Don’t sweat the little things. Wait things out and don’t 
MXPS�WKH�JXQ��<RX�KDYH�\RXU�ZKROH�OLIH�DKHDG�RI�\RX�´

³$QRWKHU�WKLQJ�,�KDYH�OHDUQHG�LV�WKDW�¿QDQFHV�KDYH�D�SODFH�LQ�KDSSLQHVV��EXW�\RX�
really don’t have to have a lot of things. I don’t have to have brand name things or 
a big house anymore to be happy. I really think getting in debt and overextending 
yourself is a big mistake. Being in debt is very stressful and it can disrupt a happy 
marriage.” 
 

“ I realized that life is full of mystery. And the world is so full of beauty. Don’t miss 
the beauty.”
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