" LeRoi Jones

HOME

social essays

WILLIAM MORROW & CO., INC.
NEW YORK, 1966




30)o “5]
TIG M

0.

Copyright © 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964, 1965, 1966 by LeRoi
Jones

Acknowledgment is gratefully made as follows for permission
to reprint material:

Cavalier for “American Sexual Reference: Black Male.”
Evergreen Review for “Cuba Libre.”

Kulchur for “Brief Reflections on Two Hot Shots,” “Token~
ism,” “Uncle Udom’s Cabin,” and “Expressive Language.”
Liberator for “The Revolutionary Theatre,” copyright ©
1965 by Afro-American Research Institute, Ine.

Midstream for “What Does Non-Violence Mean?”

The Nation for “In the Ring.”

Poetry for “A Dark Bag” (a review).

The Saturday Review for “The Myth of a ‘Negro Litera-
ture.””

New York: The Sunday Herald Tribune Magazine for
“I,eRoi Jones Talking,” copyright © 1964 by New York
Herald Tribune Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced
or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or me-
chanical, including photocopying, recording or by any infor-
mation storage and retrieval system, without permission in
writing from the Publisher.

Published simultaneously in Canada by George J. MecLeod
Limited, Toronto.

Printed in the United States of America.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 66-17356




These Weights and Measures
for Vashti, Kellie and Lisa,
three twentieth-century foxes.

URIVERSITY LIBRARIES
CARKDGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY
PITTSBURGH, PA  15213-3890




the legacy 6f malcolm x, and
the coming of the black nation

The reason Malik was killed (the reasons) is because he
was thought dangerous by enough people to allow and sanc-
tion it. Black People and white people.

Malcolm X was killed because he was dangerous to Ame
ica. He had made too great a leap, in his sudden awarene
of direction and the possibilities he had for influencing pe
ple, anywhere.

Malcolm was killed because he wanted to become offi
a8, say, a statesman. Malcolm wanted an effective form
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which to enrage the white man, a practical form. And he
had begun to find it.

For one thing, he’'d learned that Black Conquest will be a
deal. That is, it will be achieved through deals as well as
violence. (He was beginning through his African statesman-
ship to make deals with other nations, as statesman from a
nation. An oppressed Black Nation “laying” in the Western
Hemigsphere. ) .

This is one reason he could use the “universal” Islam—
to be at peace with all dealers. The idea was to broaden,
formalize, and elevate the will of the Black Nation so that
it would be able to move a great many people and resources
in a direction necessary to spring the Black Man.

“The Arabs must send us guns or we will accuse them of
having sold us into slavery!” is international, and opens
Black America’s ports to all comers. When the ports are
open, there is an instant brotherhood of purpose formed
with most of the world.

Malecolm’s legacy was his life. What he rose to be and
through what channels, e.g., Elijah Muhammad and the
Nation of Islam, as separate experiences. Malcolm changed
as a minister of Islam: under Elijah’s tutelage, he was a
different man—the difference being, between a man who 1s
preaching Elijah Muhammad and a man who is preaching
political engagement and, finally, national sovereignty.
(Elijah Muhammad is now the second man, too.)

The point is that Malcolm had begun to call for Black
National Consciousness. And moved this consciousness into
the broadest possible arena, operating with it as of now.
We do not want a Nation, we are a Nation. We must
* strengthen and formalize, and play the world’s game with
what we have, from where we are, as a truly separate peo-
ple. America can give us nothing; all bargaining must be
done by mutual agreement. But finally, terms must be given
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by Black Men from their own shores—which is where they
live, where we all are, now. The land is literally ours. And
we must begin 0 act like 1t.

The landscape should belong to the people who see 1t all
the time.

We begin by being Nationalists. But a nation is land, and
wars are fought over 1and. The sovereignty of nations, the
sovereignty of culture, the sovereignty of race, the sover-
eignty of ideas and ways “into” the world.

The world in the twentieth century, and for some centuries
before, is, literally, backward. The world can be understood
through any idea. And the purely social condition of the
world in this millennium, as, say, “compared” to other mil-
lennia, might show a far greater loss than gain, if this were
not balanced by concepts and natural forces. That is, we
think ourselves into the balance and ideas are necessarily
«gdvanced”’ of what ig simply here (what’s gowmg on, SO 10
speak). And there are rockets and super cars. But, again,
the loss? What might it have been if my people were turn-
ing the switches? 1 mean, these have been our White Ages,
and all learning has suffered.

And so the Nationalist concept is the arrival of conceptual
and environmental strength, or the realization of it in its
totality by the Black Man in the West, i.e., that he is not
of the West, but even 80, like the scattered Tndians after
movie cavalry attacks, must regroup, and return that force
on a fat, ignorant, degenerate enemy.

We are a people. We are unconsclous captives unless we
realize this—that we have always been separate, except in
our tranced desire t0 be the thing that oppressed us, after
some generatlons of having been “programmed” (a word
suggested to me by Jim Campbell and Norbert Wieners) -
into believing that our greatest destiny was to become white -
people! - |
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Malcolm X’s greatest contribution, other than to propose
a path to internationalism and hence, the entrance of the
American Black Man into a world-wide allegiance against
the white man (in most recent times he proposed to do it
using a certain kind of white liberal as a lever), was to preach
Black Consciousness to the Black Man. As a minister for the
Nation of Islam, Malcolm talked about a black conscious-
ness that took its form from religion. In his last days he
talked of another black consciousness that proposed politics
as its moving energy.

But one very important aspect of Malcolm’s earlier
counsels was his explicit call for a National Consciousness
among Black People. And this aspect of Malcolm’s phil-
osophy certainly did abide throughout his days. The feeling
that somehow the Black Man was different, as being, as a
being, and finally, in our own time, as judge. And Malcolm
propounded these differences as life anecdote and religious
(political) truth and made the consideration of Nationalist
"ideas significant and powerful in our day.

Another very important aspect of Maleolm’s earlier (or
the Honorable Elijah Muhammad’s) philosophy was the
whole concept of land and land-control as central to any
talk of “freedom” or “independence.” The Muslim tack of
asking for land within the-continental United States in
which Black People could set up their own nation, was
given a special appeal by Maleolm, even though the request
was seen by most people outside the movement as “just
talk” or the amusing howls of a gadfly.

But the whole importance of this insistence on land is
just now beginning to be understood. Malcolm said many
times that when you speak about revolution you're talking
about land—changing the ownership or usership of some




242 HOME

specific land which you think is yours. But any talk of
Nationalism also must take this concept of land and itg
primary importance into consideration because, finally, any
Nationalism which is not intent on restoring or securing
autonomous space for a people, i.e., a nation, is at the very
least shortsighted.

Elijah Muhammad has said, “We want our people in
America, whose parents or grandparents were descendants
from slaves, to be allowed to establish a separate state or
territory of their own—either on this continent or elsewhere,
We believe that our former slavemasters are obligated to
provide such land and that the area must be fertile and
minerally rich.” And the Black Muslims seem separate from
most Black People because the Muslims have a national
consclousness based on their aspirations for land. Most of
the Nationalist movements in this country advocate that
that land is in Africa, and Black People should return there, .
or-they propose nothing about land at all. It is 1mp0851b1e
to be a Nationalist without talking about land. Otherwise,
your Nationalism is & misnamed kind of “difficult” opposi-
tion to what the white man has done, rather than the
advocation of another people becoming the rulers of them-
selves, and sooner or later the rest of the world.

The Muslims moved from the Back-to-Africa concept
Marcus Garvey (the first large movement by Black Peop
back to a National Consciousness, which was, finally, ¢
~viable when the Black Man focused on Africa as liter
“back home”) to the concept of a Black National Consci
ness existing in this land the Black captives had begu
identify as home. (Even in Garvey’s time, there w
a very large percentage of Black People who really
to leave. Certainly, the newly emerging Black bou
would have nothing to do with “returning” to Afric
were already created in the image of white peopl
still are, and wanted nothing to do with Black.




the legacy of maleolm X ...oooierereiarr e 243

" What the Muslims wanted was a profound change. The
National Consciousness focused on actual (nonabstract)
land, identifying a people, in & 1and where they lived. Garvey
wanted to go back to Jordan. A real one. The Nation of
Tslam wanted Jordan closer. Before these two thrusts, the
Black Man in America, as he was Christianized, believed
Jordan was in the sky, like pie, and absolutely supernatural.

Malcolm, then, wanted to give the National Conscious-
ness its political embodiment, and send it out to influence the
newly forming third world, in which this consciousness was
to be included. The concept of Blackness, the concept of the
National Consciousness, the proposal of a political (and
diplomatic) form for this aggregate of Black spirit, these
are the things given to us by Garvey, through Elijah Mu-
hammad and finally given motion into still another area of
Black response by Maleolm X.

Malcolm’s legacy to Black People is what he moved to-
ward, as the accretion of his own spiritual learning and the
movement of Black People in general, through the natural
hope, a rise to social understanding within the new context
of the white nation and its decline under hypocrisy and
natural “oppositeness” which has pushed all of us toward
“new” ideas. We are all the products of national spirit and
worldview. We are drawn by the vibrations of the entire
nation. If there were no bourgeois Negroes, none of us would
be drawn to that image. They, bourgeois Negroes, were
shaped through the purposive actions of a national attitude, -
and finally, by the demands of a particular culture.

At which point we must consider what cultural attitudes
are, what culture s, and what National Consciousness has
to do with these, i.e., if we want to understand what Mal-
colm X was pointing toward, and why the Black Man now
must move in that direction since the world will not let him
move any other way. The Black Man is possessed by the
energies of historic necessity and the bursting into flower
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of a National Black Cultural Consciousness, and with that,
in  living future, the shouldering to power of Black culture
and, finally, Black Men . . . and then, Black ideals, which
are different descriptions of & God. A righteous sanctity, out
of which worlds are built.

3

What the Black Man must do now is look down at the
ground upon which he stands, and claim it as his own. It is
not abstract. Look down! Pick up the earth, or jab your
fingernails into the concrete. It is real and it is yours, if you
want it. ‘

But to want it, as our own, is the present direction. To
want what we are and where we are, but rearranged by oup
own consciousness. That is why it was necessary first to re-
crystallize national aspirations behind a Garvey. The Afri-
cans who first came here were replaced by Americans, or
people responding to Western stimuli and then America,nS;
In order for the Americans to find out that they had come

selves. Maleolm made it contemporarily secular. ,
So that now we must find the flesh of our spiritual crea
tion. We must be conscious. And to be conscious is t
cultured, processed in specific virtues and genius. We m
respond to this National Consciousness with our souls,
use the correspondence to come into our own. 8
The Black Man will always be frustrated until he
land (A Land!) of his own. All the thought proces
emotional orientation of “national liberation movem
from slave uprisings onward—have always given miq
a Black National (and Cultural) Consciousness,
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movements proposed that judgments were being made by
Black sensibility, and that these judgments were necessarily
different from those of the white sen81b1hty—-d1ﬁerent and
after all is said and done, inimical.

Men are what their culture predicts (enforces). Culture
is, simply, the way men live. How they have come to live.
What they are formed by. Their total experience, and its
implications and theories. Its paths.

The Black Man’s paths are alien to the white man. Black
Culture is alien to the white man. Art and religion are the
results and idealized supernumeraries of culture. Culture in
this sense, as Sapir said, is “The National Genius,” whether
it be a way of fixing rice or killing a man.

I said in Blues People: “Culture is simply how one lives
and is connected to history by habit.”” Here is a graphic
structure of the relationships and total context of culture:

The Axis {context and evoked relationships) of Culture
Gfd
\?\ELIGION/

/CUL't'URE\

ART
o T
Vel OLIT\O N\

NATION

Man
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God is man idealized (humanist definition). Religion is the
aspiration of man toward an idealized existence. An exig-
tence in which the functions of God and man are harmonious,
even identical. Art is the movement forward, the under-
standing progress of man. It is feeling and making. A nation
(social order) is made the way people feel it should be made,
A face is too. Politics is man’s aspiration toward an order.
Religion is too. Art is an ordering as well. And all thege
categories are spiritual, but are also the result of the body,
at one point, serving as a container of feeling. The soul is no
less sensitive.

Nations are races. (In America, white people have be-
come a nation, an identity, a race.) Political Integration
in America will not work because the Black Man is played
on by special forces. His life, from his organs, i.e., the life
of the body, what it needs, what it wants, to become, is
different—and for this reason raecial is biological, finally.
We are a different spectes. A species that is evolving to world
power and philosophical domination of the world. The
world will move the way Black People move! S

If we take the teachings of Garvey, Elijah Muhammad
and Malcolm X (as well as Frazier, DuBois and Fanon), we
know for certain that the solution of the Black Man’s prob-
lems will come only through Black National Consciousnes
We also know that the focus of change will be racial. (If
we feel differently, we have different ideas. Race is feeling
Where the body, and the organs come in. Culture is th
preservation of these feelings in superrational to ratio
form. Art is one method of expressing these feelings a
identifying the form, as an emotional phenomenon.)
order for the Black Man in the West to absolutely kn
himself, it is necessary for him to see himself first as c
turally separate from the white man. That is, to be cons
of this separation and use the strength it proposes.
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Western Culture (the way white people live and think)
is passing. If the Black Man cannot identify himself as
separate, and understand what this means, he will perish
along with Western Culture and the white man.

What a culture produces, is, and refers to, is an 1mage—
a, picture of a process, since it is a form of a process: move-
ment seen. The changing of images, of references, is the
Black Man’s way back to the racial integrity of the captured
African, which is where we must take ourselves, in feeling,
‘to be truly the warriors we propose to be. To form an ahso-
lutely rational attitude toward West man, and West thought.
Which is what is needed. To see the white man as separate
and as enemy. To make a fight according to the absolute
realities of the world as it is.

Good-Bad, Beautiful-Ugly, are all formed as the result
of image. The mores, customs, of a place are the result of
experience, and a common reference for defining 1t—com-
mon images. The three white men in the film Gunga Din
who kill off hundreds of Indians, Greek hero-style, are part
of an image of white men. The various black porters, gig-
glers, ghostchumps and punkish Indians, ete., that inhabit
the public image the white man has fashioned to character-
ize Black Men are references by Black Men to the identity
of Black Men in the West, since that’s what is run on them
~ each day by white magic, i.e., television, movies, radio,
etc.—the Mass Media (the Daily News does it with flicks
and adjectives).

The song title “A White Man’s Heaven Is a Black Man’s
Hell”” deseribes how complete an image reversal 1s necessary
in the West. Because for many Black People, the white man
has succeeded in making this hell seem like heaven. But
Black youth are much better off in this regard than their
parents. They are the ones who need the least image rever-
sal,
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The Black artist, in this context, is desperately needed
to change the images his people identify with, by asserting
Black feeling, Black mind, Black judgment. The Black ip.
tellectual, in this same context, is needed to change the jn.
terpretation of facts toward the Black Man’s best interests
instead of merely tagging along reciting white judgmenté
of the world.

Art, Religion, and Politics are impressive vectors of a
culture. Art describes a culture. Black artists must have an
image of what the Black sensibility is in this land. Religion
elevates a culture. The Black Man must aspire to Blackness,
God is man idealized. The Black Man must idealize himgelf
as Black. And idealize and aspire to that. Politics gives g
social order to the culture, 7.e., makes relationships within
the culture definable for the functioning organism. The
Black man must seek a Black politics, an ordering of the
world that is beneficial to his culture, to his interiorization
and judgment of the world. This is strength. And we are
hordes.

4

Black People are a race, a culture, a Nation. The legacy
of Malcolm X is that we know we can move from where
we are. Our land is where we live. (Even the Muslims have
made this statement about Harlem.) If we are a separate
Nation, we must make that separateness where we are.
There are Black cities all over this white nation. Nations
within nations. In order for the Black Man to survive he
must not only identify himself as a unique being, but take
steps to insure that this being has, what the Germans call
Lebensraum (“living room”) literally space in which to exist
and develop.

The concepts of National Consciousness and the Black
Nation, after the death of Malik, have moved to the point
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where now some Black People are demanding national
sovereignty as well as National (and Cultural) Consclous-
ness. In Harlem, for instance, as director of the Black Arts
Repertory Theatre School, I have issued a call for a Black
Nation. In Harlem, where 600,000 Black People reside.

The first act must be the nationalization of all properties
and resources belonging to white people, within the bound-
aries of the Black Nation. (All the large concentrations of
Black People in the West are already nations. All that is
missing is the consciousness of this state of affairs. All that
is missing is that the Black Man take control. As Margaret
Walker said in her poem “For My People”: A race of men
must rise, and take control.)

Nationalization means that all properties and resources
must be harnessed to the needs of the Nation. In the case
of the coming Black Nation, all these materials must be
harnessed to the needs of Black People. In Harlem, it is al-
most common knowledge that the Jews, ete., will go the
next time there’s a large “disturbance,” like they say. But
there must be machinery set up to transfer the power po-
tential of these retail businesses, small industries, etc., so
that they may benefit Black People.

Along with nationalization of foreign-owned businesses
(which includes Italian underworld businesses, some of
which, like the policy racket, can be transformed into a
national lottery, with the monies staying with Black People,
or as in the case of heroin-selling, completely abolished)
. must come the nationalization of all political voices setting

" up to function within the community/Nation.

No white politicians can be allowed to function within the
Nation. Black politicians doing funny servant business for
whites, must be eliminated. Black people must have absolute
political and economic control. In other words they must
have absolute control over their lives and destinies.
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These moves are toward the working form of any autono-
mous nation. And it is this that the Black Man must have.
An autonomous Nation. His own forms: treaties, agree-
ments, laws.

These are moves that the conscious Black Man (artist,
intellectual, Nationalist, religious thinker, dude with “com-
mon sense’’) must prepare the people for. And the people
must be prepared for moves they themselves are already
making. And moves they have already made must be ex-
plained and analyzed. They, the people, are the bodies. . . .
Where are the heads?

And it is the heads that are needed for the next move
Black People will make. The move to Nationhood. The ex-
act method of transformation is simple logistics.

What we are speaking about again is sovereignty. Sover-
eignty and independence. And when we speak of these
things, we can understand just how far Malik went. The
point now is to take ourselves the rest of the way.

Only a united Black Consciousness can save Black People
¢rom annihilation at the white man’s hands. And no other
nation on earth is safe, unless the Black Man in America is
safe. Not even the Chinese can be absolutely certain of their
continued sovereignty as long as the white man is alive.
And there is only one people on the planet who can slay the
white man. The people who know him best. His ex-slaves. |
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