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Notices

There have been several cases of measles reported in 
Canada, including the Lower Mainland (BC).
 
Measles is a highly contagious viral infection that can cause serious complications, including death. Measles 
can be prevented with the MMR vaccine. Symptoms include fever, cough, red watery eyes, red blotchy rash 
that spreads from face to body, small white spots in the mouth and throat.

If you have symptoms of measles, stay home and call your health care provider or local public health unit. 
Clients should call ahead to alert the clinic to take appropriate measles precautions to prevent any exposures 
within the health care setting.

Read more about measles here: https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/measles
Read about the recent cases here: https://www.fraserhealth.ca/news/2025/Feb/Measles-case-confirmed-in-
the-Lower-Mainland

Notice:

Notice:

The Ministry of Transportation is planning to re-pave Kootenay Road #3 in Summer 2025. We will 
post updates when we receive more information regarding dates, closures, or detours.

A form for Simplified Renewal - Secure Certificate of Indian Status (SCIS) is available for your 
convenience on our website under www.akisqnuk.org/?akisqnuk-members

The ʔakisq̓nuk First Nation budget for 2025 will be presented at the next Chief and Council meeting on 
Wednesday, March 5, at 1 pm MST. Members are welcome to observe.

Join by Zoom using this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89577637720?pwd=FoqIrvBITzyQ4xGRVDQJ0sV3AOGcHd.1

Meeting ID: 895 7763 7720 Passcode: 089045
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Construction Update
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Upcoming Events
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Health & Wellness

Don’t forget to schedule your appointments for physician, massage, accupuncture, and foot 
clinics by calling the Health Centre at (250) 342-6379, or in-person at the Health Centre!

ʔakisq̓nuk Health and Wellness Programs:
Scan the QR code for more details, or visit our website.

- Mental wellness and trauma recovery
- One-on-one recovery mentorship
- Serenity After the Storm - Recovery Healing Circle
- Chiropractics
- Acupuncture
- Massage
- Nutrition coaching
- Vaccines
- Non-coverage medical
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March 26 & 27, 2025

Call the Health Centre to book a 
slot or stop in for limited drop-in 
appointments. (250) 342-6379
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Wiyu Lodge
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4 spots left! Deadline extended to March 15 

15

http://www.goodmedicinetraining.ca


Click here for details
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Lands & Resources

Submit a resume and cover letter to lorne.shovar@
akisqnuk.org if you are interested in joining the 
ʔakisq̓nuk Lands Committee. 4 positions available!

Chronic Wasting Disease is in our region. Watch the 
videos linked below for how to submit samples.

CLICK HERE for the BC Government’s website on 
Surveillance and Testing for CWD.
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Targeted actions prevent spread of chronic wasting disease in urban deer

INFORMATION BULLETIN

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource 
Stewardship
Media Relations
gcpe.wlrsmedia@gov.bc.ca
250 419-9775

Chris Zettel
Corporate Communications Officer
City of Cranbrook
chris.zettel@cranbrook.ca
250 489-0238

Pam Walsh
Manager Community Development and 
Communications
City of Kimberley
PWalsh@kimberley.ca
250 427-9653

Contacts:

For Immediate Release
2025WLRS0003-000111
Feb. 14, 2025

CRANBROOK – The Province, with the support of the City of Cranbrook, the City of Kimberley 
and ʔaq’am, is taking action to curb the spread of chronic wasting disease (CWD) by targeted 
removal and testing of urban deer.

CWD is a fatal infection that affects species in the deer family (cervids), such as mule deer, 
white-tailed deer, elk, moose and caribou. The disease spreads through grooming, body fluids 
and shared spaces.

The risk of spread is higher in urban deer because of population density. Urban deer 
populations in Cranbrook and Kimberley are of special concern because of their proximity to 
five positive cases of CWD detected in the Kootenay region over the past year. Targeted efforts 
in both communities will provide important data about the prevalence of CWD and reduce the 
risk of transmission.

Conducting this work safely and humanely is a top priority. Animal handling and targeted 
removals are undertaken by trained professionals following strict protocols to ensure public 
safety and minimize stress on the animals throughout the operation.

Deer removal will take place in Cranbrook and Kimberley from Feb. 18-28, 2025. The results of 
the sample testing will be shared.

Future management decisions will be based on surveillance data, research and Indigenous 
knowledge with input from advisory committees.  

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship

A CWD awareness and information session is planned for Cranbrook on March 13, at 7 p.m. in the Heritage Inn.

The event is being hosted by the East Kootenay Wildlife Association (EKWA), with support from the B.C. Wildlife 
Federation (BCWF), the Kootenay Wildlife Heritage Fund, the Big Game Records Club of BC, Backcountry Hunters 
and Anglers of BC, and the Oceola Fish and Game Club. Click here for more details.

20

mailto:gcpe.wlrsmedia%40gov.bc.ca?subject=CWD
mailto:chris.zettel%40cranbrook.ca?subject=CWD
mailto:pwalsh%40kimberley.ca?subject=CWD
https://www.e-know.ca/regions/cranbrook/experts-to-present-on-cwd-strategy-in-cranbrook/


21



Odds & Ends

Currently seeking four 
Indigenous women to 
feature in a short video:

·  Two women with rope 
rescue certification
·  One singer/drummer
·  One dancer

The purpose of the video 
is to highlight Indigenous 
women in the workforce 
and showcase the Little 
Foxes brand on our 
upcoming website. If this 
project is of interest, I 
would be happy to share 
a project summary for 
further details.

Chalsee Piche, 
Indigenous Relations & 
Business Development
Little Fox Services Ltd. 

(780) 920-7150 
chalsee.piche@
littlefoxservices.com
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mailto:chalsee.piche@littlefoxservices.com
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: communication@akisqnuk.org
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mailto:communication%40akisqnuk.org?subject=%CA%94akisq%CC%93nuk%20artist
mailto:communication%40akisqnuk.org?subject=Join%20e-mail%20list
mailto:communication@akisqnuk.org


Faculty of Medicine UBC Learning Circle: Centre for 
Excellence in Indigenous Health - Upcoming Webinars
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https://learningcircle.ubc.ca/
mailto:kevin.morrall%40akisqnuk.org?subject=Mentorship
mailto:jarret.cottrell%40rcmp-grc.gc.ca?subject=
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Free activities including outdoor adventures like fishing days and day hikes are connecting families while building 
community and relationships of support thanks to the ʔakisq̓nuk First Nation’s Little Badgers Early Learning Centre.

Read the article here!

WHAT DID WE MISS?

BEST HOPES FOR
KINQ̓UQ̓ANKI

KTUNAXANIN̓TIK
ON THE LAND KTUNAXA LED

RECORDING OF
HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE

HEALTHY HABITAT 
CAPACITY
BUILDING

Opportunities for ceremonial and
cultural practice as well as hands on
learning on the land are availabie,
especially for youth.

Strategic land use planning and
ecosystem restoration are
Ktunaxa led.

Reconaissance and identifcation of
cultural resources through archaeological,
historical and archival records.

Controlled burns are used to
enhance the grassland ecosystem.

kinq̓uq̓anki is a healthy habitat for
ʔa·kxamis q̓api qapsin.

There are opportunities for youth and
ʔa·knusti to learn on the land, and make
a career.

WHAT WE HEARD IN PREVIOUS ENGAGMENTS

https://ktunaxahakqyit.org/columbia-lake-east-side

ʔA·KINQ̓UKU

araleigh.alexander@ktunaxa.org

Tell us!

Lot 48 Ecosystem Restoration
Columbia Lake Provincial Park Ecosystem Restoration

Ktunaxa Nation Council and ʔakisq̓nuk First Nation
are working with the Nature Conservancy of

Canada and a fire ecologist to conduct ecosystem
restoration work on Lot 48. 

So far:
-KNC ʔa·knusti guardians have established 22 fire
effects monitoring plots that will be used to study

how the land responds to fire.
-KNC ʔa·knusti and staff, and ʔakisq̓nuk staff worked

with a fire ecologist and burn boss to develop an
ecosystem restoration prescription and burn plan.

-KNC ʔa·knusti and staff completed archaeological
assessments to protect cultural resources from any

thinning or fire impacts
-Seven Feathers Contracting is completing pre-burn

thinning work this winter.
Spring 2025:

-KNC will work with the ʔaq̓am Community
Enterprises ʔa·kinq̓uku Crews to increase community

capacity for supporting in burns.
Spring 2026:

-A low intensity prescribed and cultural burn will
take place on Lot 48 with as many Ktunaxanin̓tik

involved as possible.
-Fire effects monitoring plots will be checked shortly

after the fire.
Into the future:

-Fire effects monitoring plots will continue to be
checked until 2029.

kinq̓uq̓anki
Projects

Ktunaxa Nation Council and ʔakisq̓nuk First Nation are working with BC Parks
to plan ecosystem restoration work in Columbia Lake Provincial Park.

So far:
-KNC staff, ʔa·knusti guardians, and ʔakisq̓nuk First Nation staff have worked

with BC Parks to draft an ecosystem restoration prescription. The prescription
includes thinning, burning and invasive species management.

Summer 2025:
-KNC staff, ʔa·knusti and community members will work with an archaeologist
to conduct archaeological surveys as well as cultural heritage reconaissance.

-ʔa·knusti will begin establishing fire effects monitoring plots.

Cultural Activities

Ktunaxa Nation Council and ʔakisq̓nuk
First Nation are working with Keepers of

the Seasons and Ktunaxa knowledge
holders to host a community juniper
harvest on kinq̓uq̓anki on April 22nd!

Details are still being determined, but we
hope to harvest for smudge,

woodcarving and salve making.

Questions or Feedback?
https://ktunaxahakqyit.org/columbia-lake-east-side

araleigh.alexander@ktunaxa.org

Kiʔsuk kyuʔkyit,

A big thank you to everyone who came out to the kinq̓uq̓anki (Columbia Lake East Side) Celebratory Dinner! And 
thank you to Therese for the amazing food! 

We appreciate everyone sharing their knowledge with us, we will be sure to incorporate it into all of the projects that 
are ongoing in the area. Here are the great posters that Araleigh (Lands Stewardship planner at KNC) made for us, in 
case you did not have a chance to see them. 

If you have any questions or want to be involved 
in the work, please feel free to reach out to Tyra at 
tyra.joe@akisqnuk.org or 250-342-6301 ext. 3824.
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https://stories.ourtrust.org/families-thrive-in-%ca%94akisq%cc%93nuk-first-nation-and-beyond/
mailto:tyra.joe@akisqnuk.org


26
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mailto:healthcentre%40akisqnuk.org?subject=INIHKD%20Conference
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mailto:shaun.penner%40ktunaxa.org?subject=Ktunaxa%20Excellence%20Awards
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AFN Enterprises is pleased to announce the approval of re-zoning of the Windermere 
property. We are excited to move this project forward.
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Let us know if you have questions, comments, or 
submissions for our newsletter by emailing us! 
communication@akisqnuk.org

Starting March 1, we will be publishing our newsletter 
MONTHLY! You can expect all the same great content 
in your inbox or on our website every month, instead of 
every other week. As we grow we hope to add in more 
helpful content and exciting events.

Get in touch!NEWSLETTER UPDATE:

Stay in the know!
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Employment 
Opportunities
If you are a community member re-entering the workforce, navigating a career change, 
or a recent graduate, ʔakisq̓nuk First Nation (ʔAFN) is dedicated to your success. 
We offer training, coaching, mentorship, and professional development opportunities to 
support you. 
While having all the qualifications listed in the posting isn’t always necessary, the first 
step is to apply for an opportunity that interests you. 
You can submit your application directly to Human Resources at hr@akisqnuk.org. 
For more job postings, visit our website.

ʔakisq̓nuk First Nation has exciting new employment opportunities 
available! Visit our website to see the full requirements and submit your 

application.

www.akisqnuk.org/employment-opportunities

Current Opportunities Available as of March 1, 2025:
- Administrative Assistant
- Guardians Coordinator
- Regulatory Engagement Communicator
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Come see 
us at the 
job fair!
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https://careers.deloitte.ca/job/Multiple-Locations,-Canada-Remote-Contact-Cen-
tre-Agent-Indigenous-Class-Action-Administration-Projects/1252552000/

Remote Contact Centre Agent: Indigenous Class 
Action Administration Projects

Click Here for more info!
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