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Ktunaxa Artisan Showcase & Market Celebrates Art & Culture in Invermere 
Invermere, BC, September 20, 2024 – ʔAkisq̓nuk First Nation and Columbia Valley Arts are thrilled to present 
the Ktunaxa Artisan Showcase and Market, taking place on October 4th and 5th at Pynelogs Arts & Cultural 
Centre in Invermere, B.C. This free event will feature a diverse lineup of talented Ktunaxa artists, cultural 
performances, and the culinary delights of Mayuk’s Homeland Creation. 
“We’re excited to bring together an incredible group of artists, each with a unique voice and story,” said 
Lillian Rose, curator. “This is an opportunity for our community to connect with the artists, learn about their 
inspirations, and celebrate the rich cultural heritage of the Ktunaxa people.” 
Highlights of the Event: 

• Culinary Treats: Enjoy delicious Ktunaxa appetizers by Dawn Scout, whose newly established business, 
Mayuk’s Homeland Creations, will be serving up traditional flavors that reflect the essence of Ktunaxa 
cuisine. 

• Special Guest Appearance: The event will feature award-winning author and Vanier scholar Troy Sebas-
tian, who will speak about his upcoming works and his role in preserving and promoting Ktunaxa culture 
through literature. 

• Artist Talks and Performances: On Saturday, visitors can participate in intermittent artist talks, gaining 
insight into the creative journeys and inspirations behind each artist’s work. Featured artists include 
photographer Blaine Burgoyne (Indigenous View Photography), beader and muralist Darcy Luke Roshau 
(Cedar & Pine Design), jewelry artist Caroline Basil (Line 49 Jewelry), and many others. 

• A Family Affair: Artist Robin Louie will be showcasing his Tule Mat Tipis alongside his mother, muralist 
Carol Louie, making this a family affair celebrating intergenerational creativity. 

• Performances and Showcases: Fashion designer and powwow dancer Barbara Fisher will share her jour-
ney back into competitive dance, and Samantha Sutherland’s pictorial essay will explore the intersec-
tion of dance and language. 

“This event isn’t just an exhibition; it’s a celebration of our artists’ deep connection to the land and their 
dedication to preserving our language and traditions through their art,” added Rose. “We hope to create a 
space where art becomes a voice for those who have something important to say.” 
The showcase is not only a celebration of Indigenous art but also a platform for fostering new opportunities.  
“Community support for Truth and Reconciliation, through the arts, plays a vital role in healing and foster-
ing understanding,” said Cindy Munn, Columbia Valley Arts Council. “By jointly engaging in artistic activities, 
communities can initiate meaningful dialogue, promote empathy and acknowledge historical truths. CV Arts 
is honoured to be a part of this journey.” 
Join us on October 4th and 5th at Pynelogs Gallery to celebrate the vibrant arts and culture of the 
Ktunaxa Nation. The event is free to the public, with food and refreshments available. 
  

Ktunaxa Artisan Showcase & 
Market Celebrates Art & Culture in 

Invermere 



13 

Upcoming Events & Program 
Updates 



14 

Governance 
Chief & Council 
and Committees 

Education: Call for Parents 



15 



16 

Governance 
Chief & Council 
and Committees 

Land and Resources 



17 

Land and Resources 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) 

Research Knowledge Holders Needed! 
Understanding the movement and distribution of deer, elk, and moose across the landscape is crucial for 
managing chronic wasting disease (CWD) and safeguarding these populations. The Province seeks existing 
knowledge to better assess the risks to these species and to guide a collaborative management approach. 
Insights into movement patterns, ranges, and seasonal shifts are particularly valuable. 
If you have relevant information and are willing to contribute to management and research plans, please 
contact Tyra at tyra.joe@akisqnuk.org. 
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ʔAkisqnuk 4 seasons of Wellness Engagement 

If you are ʔAkisq̓nuknik please complete the survey or contact 
Martina to arrange an interview.  
Your input is vital. Survey Link: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=OiI3RlYVqESCQ8-
e9m9vYhg1FSYuw99PtBbBONEeSnJUOUJNMVIyTklaNkVUREtXOVJKSUI2MFpUOS4u  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=OiI3RlYVqESCQ8-e9m9vYhg1FSYuw99PtBbBONEeSnJUOUJNMVIyTklaNkVUREtXOVJKSUI2MFpUOS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=OiI3RlYVqESCQ8-e9m9vYhg1FSYuw99PtBbBONEeSnJUOUJNMVIyTklaNkVUREtXOVJKSUI2MFpUOS4u
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Health & Wellness 

Job Search documentation and Monthly Re-

newal Applications must be submitted to 

Trish Clowers (trisha.clowers@akisqnuk.org)  

by the 15th of every month 
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Health & Wellness 

Mental Health 
On Call - 310-1234 
KUU-US Crisis Line can be reached toll-free at 1-800-588-
8717. Alternatively, individuals can call direct into the 
Youth Line at 250-723-2040 or the Adult Line at 250-723-
4050. They can support individuals, but are not limited 
to, mental health issues and crisis related to residential 
school, child welfare, addiction, health concerns, divorce 
and separation, suicide ideation and survivorship, grief 
and loss, crime, abuse, peer pressure and financial dis-
tress. 

Seeking Safety - Trauma and addictions support circle 
Are you seeking supports to overcome trauma or addic-
tions? This group is for you. Wednesdays 1:30-3:30pm 
ʔAkisq̓nuk health center.Questions/register 250-961-
0993. Refreshments and snacks served. shuttles available 

One-on-One Recovery Mentorship 
Are you or someone you love struggling with addiction? 
Shayne Bonenfant is a recovering mentor & liaison who 
works within communities. He is on site at ʔAkisq̓nuk 
every Thursday & Friday and available to talk any day of 
the week. 
 
Serenity after the Storm - Recovery Healing Circle 
The purpose of this weekly gathering will be to foster a 
welcoming space where participants can share their ex-
periences, strength, and hope to help each other on the 
road to sobriety. Starting Thursday August 15, and will 
continue every Thursday evening at the Alpine Cottage.  
If you have any questions, please call or text 250 688 
9530 or 403 437 3097. You can also email: 
sharla.mark@akisqnuk.org 
 
Chiropractor* 
ʔAkisq̓nuk Members may book your Chiropractor ap-
pointment at Invermere Family Chiropractor at 250-342-
9666 
 
Massage* 
ʔAkisq̓nuk members may book your massage with Lynn 
Birkett, Rising Sun massage therapy in Radium at 250 341 
5668. 
 

Nutritionist Coach 
If you've been thinking about improving your eating hab-
its and you're interested in learning the importance of a 
balanced diet, book a free consult with our nutritionist, 
Hayley Wilson, to find out if coaching is right for you. 
Email: info@healthcontinuum.ca Phone Number: 250-
688-0024 

Influenza vaccines 
Anyone over the age of six months is eligible for free in-
fluenza vaccination. The influenza vaccine saves lives and 
prevents illness by protecting individuals and communi-
ties from the spread of disease. Flu shots are safe and 
easy to get.  
You can phone the provincial call center (toll-free) at 1-
833-838-2323 to book your appointment or visit the link 
below for more information 
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/health-and-wellness/
immunization-and-vaccines/influenza-flu-
vaccines#booked-appointments-also-available-for-
influenza-vaccine 

Columbia Valley Flu clinics ( by appointment only) are at 
the Invermere Health Clinic, Pharmasave, and Lambert 
Kipp Pharmacy. 
ʔAkisq̓nuk Health Center will be holding Flu and COVID vaccine 
clinics this fall. When clinic dates are announced on the news-
letter and Facebook, please feel free to drop in.  
 
Non Coverage Medical* 
ʔAkisq̓nuk members living in BC have Pacific Blue Cross 
Coverage. 

If your needing assistance with medical expenses that are 
not covered contact the ʔAkisq̓nuk Director of Health for 
assistance at rachel.bach@akisqnuk.org 
 
Medical Appointment Transportation 
If you are needing assistance with transportation to 
health appointments (within the Columbia Valley) con-
tact health staff to make arrangements at 250 342 6379. 
 
*If you like to see someone else or are living off reserve 
keep/submit receipts for reimbursement or to make other 
arrangements contact Rachel Bach at ra-
chel.bach@akisqnuk.org. 

mailto:info@healthcontinuum.ca
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/health-and-wellness/immunization-and-vaccines/influenza-flu-vaccines#booked-appointments-also-available-for-influenza-vaccine
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/health-and-wellness/immunization-and-vaccines/influenza-flu-vaccines#booked-appointments-also-available-for-influenza-vaccine
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/health-and-wellness/immunization-and-vaccines/influenza-flu-vaccines#booked-appointments-also-available-for-influenza-vaccine
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/health-and-wellness/immunization-and-vaccines/influenza-flu-vaccines#booked-appointments-also-available-for-influenza-vaccine
https://www.pac.bluecross.ca/
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FNHA’s UAH Engagement 

Come share your ideas and enjoy a meal, wellness sup-
ports, and children’s activities (ages 2+) at FNHA’s Urban 
and Away-from-Home (UAH) engagement session. This 
FREE event includes gifts for all participants! 
About FNHA 
The First Nations Health Authority (FNHA) aims to be a 
health and wellness partner for all First Nations people in 
British Columbia, regardless of their location. Most First 
Nations people in BC live in urban areas or away from 
home. 
Who Should Attend? 
We want to hear from: 

• First Nations individuals living in urban or away-from-
home settings 

• Staff from regional or provincial urban Indigenous 
organizations 

• Staff from health system partners 

• BC First Nations staff 

• FNHA staff 
Engagement Sessions 
We are hosting in-person and virtual engagement ses-
sions across the province, focusing on the Interior and 
Vancouver Island Regions. 
Upcoming Sessions 

• Vancouver Island: September 23 at Victoria Native 
Friendship Centre, 10am-3pm 

• Interior: September 24 (virtual), 10am-12pm; Octo-
ber 16 at KNGB Auditorium, Cranbrook, 12-2pm and 
3-5pm 

Stay tuned for more dates and details on future sessions. 
Register Now 
To register, click UAH Engagement Registration 
(interceptum.com) 

https://interceptum.com/s/en/UAHRegistration 

Privacy Information 
Your contact information will be kept confidential and 
used only for engagement session communications and 
further FNHA updates if you opt-in. 
For more information, visit the FNHA UAH webpage. 

https://www.fnha.ca/what-we-do/urban-and-away-from
-home 

Grab the bull by the horns pictures 

v v v v 

https://interceptum.com/s/en/UAHRegistration
https://interceptum.com/s/en/UAHRegistration
https://www.fnha.ca/what-we-do/urban-and-away-from-home
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Health Surveys 
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Nutrition Program 
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Little Badgers Update 
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Federal Contracts Awarded to Indigenous 
Enterprises Under Scrutiny  

Billions in federal contracts awarded to ‘Indigenous’ en-
terprises without verification 
Click for here for link to Article By Patti Sonntag, Melissa 
Ridgen, Hannah Sangster, Celeste Bird, Alex Bou-
tilier Global News Published August 22, 2024 11 min read 
WATCH: Federal contracts given to Indigenous companies 
without proof – Aug 22, 2024 

A recent investigation by Global News revealed that the 
Canadian government has awarded billions in federal con-
tracts to enterprises claiming to be Indigenous without 

always verifying their status. The Procurement Strategy for 
Indigenous Business (PSIB), which aims to support Indige-
nous businesses, has faced criticism for its lax verification 
processes. Until 2022, businesses only needed to sign an 
attestation of their Indigenous status, with documentation 
requirements being tightened only recently. This has led 
to concerns about non-Indigenous companies exploiting 
the system, potentially undermining economic reconcilia-
tion efforts.  

Seven Nations Soaring Eagle Treatment Centre 

The First Nations Health Authority and the Ministry of 
Mental Health and Addictions announced the 
construction of the Seven Nations Soaring Eagle 
Treatment Centre in Creston, BC. This centre will 
provide First Nations-led mental health and addictions 
treatment, featuring 16 substance use treatment 
beds, aftercare services, and lodging for families. The 
project, supported by a tripartite funding partnership, 
aims to offer culturally-informed care rooted in 
Indigenous knowledge. The centre is expected to be 
completed by Spring 2026 and will serve First Nations 
people across BC, addressing the ongoing impacts of 
colonialism and the toxic drug crisis.  

https://globalnews.ca/news/10700685/federal-contracts-indigenous-enterprises-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10700685/federal-contracts-indigenous-enterprises-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10700685/federal-contracts-indigenous-enterprises-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10700685/federal-contracts-indigenous-enterprises-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10700685/federal-contracts-indigenous-enterprises-canada/


35 

Employment Opportunities 

There are currently 2 EXTERNAL competitions posted for 
the LLYK Field Unit: 

1. Various Administrative/Clerical Positions - Inventory 
2024-PKS-LLYK-EA-010 
Closing date: February 25, 2025 
English: Various Administrative / Clerical Positions - In-
ventory (cfp-psc.gc.ca) 

1. National Skilled Trades Portal 
2023-CAP-EA-045 
Closing date: March 31, 2025 
English: National Skilled Trades Portal (cfp-psc.gc.ca) 

There are currently 3 EXTERNAL competitions posted 
for the Canadian Rockies Hot Springs Enterprise Unit - 
Radium Hot Springs Pools. 

1. Head Lifeguard | GS MPS 05 C3 
2024-PKS-RHSP-EA-094 
Closing Date: October 1, 2024 
English: Head Lifeguard (cfp-psc.gc.ca) 

1. Lifeguard Inventory | GS MPS 05 
2023-PKS-RHSP-EA-118 
Closing Date: December 13, 2024 
English: Lifeguard – Inventory (cfp-psc.gc.ca) 

1. Visitor Services Attendant | GS MPS 05 C3 
2023-PKS-RHSP-EA-077 
Closing Date: August 14, 2025 
English: Visitor Services Attendant (cfp-psc.gc.ca) 

If you have any questions, please contact LLYK HR. 
Human Resources 
Lake Louise, Yoho & Kootenay Field Unit 
Parks Canada / Government of Canada 
rhllyk-llykhr@pc.gc.ca 

https://emploisfp-psjobs.cfp-psc.gc.ca/psrs-srfp/applicant/page1800?poster=2118263
https://emploisfp-psjobs.cfp-psc.gc.ca/psrs-srfp/applicant/page1800?poster=2118263
https://emploisfp-psjobs.cfp-psc.gc.ca/psrs-srfp/applicant/page1800?poster=2001454
https://emploisfp-psjobs.cfp-psc.gc.ca/psrs-srfp/applicant/page1800?poster=2215907
https://emploisfp-psjobs.cfp-psc.gc.ca/psrs-srfp/applicant/page1800?poster=2095698
https://emploisfp-psjobs.cfp-psc.gc.ca/psrs-srfp/applicant/page1800?poster=2034330
mailto:rhllyk-llykhr@pc.gc.ca
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Employment Opportunities 

ʔAkisq̓nuk First Nation Employment Opportunities 

If you’re a community member re-entering the workforce, navigating a career change, 
or a recent graduate, ʔakisq̓nuk First Nation (AFN) is dedicated to your success. They 
offer training, coaching, mentorship, and professional development opportunities to 
support you. While having all the qualifications listed in the posting isn’t always neces-
sary, the first step is to apply for an opportunity that interests you. You can submit your 
application directly to Human Resources at hr@akisqnuk.org.  

Check out full postings at https://akisqnuk.org/employment-opportunities 



37 



38 

Employment Opportunities 



39 

Columbia Lake Recreation 
Centre Updates  



40 

Boo Bear Pictures 

Groundbreaking Pictures 



41 

AGA pictures 


