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“RiverSong Music Festival is about bringing people together around 
something which is for everyone, everywhere – music. The team that 
helped to found RiverSong is a group of musicians and music-lovers alike, 
with the goal of bringing high-quality classical music to the captivating 
gem of Galena. RiverSong is a story of love at first sight. When I first 
came to Galena in 2016, I was so taken with the stately grandeur of this 
tiny town nestled in the gentle hill-country of western Illinois. There was 
something about ascending the hills of Galena, looking out over the town 
with its many steeples, watching the people follow the winding course of 
colorful Main Street, that struck me in a way which so many other places 
simply haven’t. There was something about it all that seemed to say 
“music festival” to me. When I found out that a friend from my hometown 
of Chicago was connected with people in Galena, some casual inquiries 
were made – and before you know it, things were set in motion and here 
we are, making music in this town that made such an abiding impression 
upon me. I am very grateful to have the opportunity to be here with my 
friends, making music for the citizens and visitors of this great gem of a 
city. Most of all, I am indebted to Galena itself, and for the people here, 
for letting us come and celebrate music and beauty together.”

 
– John Urban, Artistic Director

Thank you for attending!  Your donation helps make the RiverSong Music 
Festival possible.

Marta Menezes - PIANO
A regular soloist in Europe and in the United States, Marta Menezes 
is recognized as a skilled pianist with a broad range of interests and 
styles. In 2013, she received 1st Prize at the International Piano 
Competition Nice - Côte D’Azur ̀ `Simone Delbert-Février`` and won the 
Beethoven Competition at the Royal College of Music in London. Marta 
has received several additional awards in international competitions in 
Portugal, Spain and France.
She has presented recitals as a soloist and chamber musician 
in Europe, in the United States and in Cape Vert. Highlights of 
recent seasons include her performances at the Chopin Society of 

Connecticut (USA), at the Centro Cultural de Belém (Portugal), at the Antena 2 Radio (Portugal) 
and at the opening concert of the international festival ``Lisbon Music Fest``. Upcoming projects 
include a concert tour in China.

Ariana Cappon - VIOLIN
Since picking up the violin 20 years ago, Ariana Cappon has been 
humbled time and again by the emotion of the music she seeks to 
transmit. A native of New York, Cappon began her musical studies 
at age 3 at the Manhattan School of Music Precollege with Dorothy 
Roffman, and later with Grigory Kalinovsky. She is honored to have 
studied with Mauricio Fuks and Mark Kaplan the Jacobs school of 
Music at Indiana University, where she is currently pursuing her 
Master’s degree, and where she completed her Bachelor’s degree in 
Violin Performance and Mathematics last year.

She has received lessons and chamber music coachings from Menahem Pressler, Norman 
Krieger, Kevork Mardirossian, Emile Naoumoff, Stanley Ritchie, and the Pacifica Quartet. Outside 
of Indiana, she has received instruction from Alexis Galperine, Gérard Poulet, Patinka Kopec, and 
James Buzzwell. As a teacher at the Stafford Music Academy, she tries to convey all that she has 
learned from her wonderful instructors.

Guilerme Monegatto - CELLO
A native of São Bernardo do Campo, Brazil, Guilherme started playing 
the cello at the age of five. At the age of sixteen, he gave his solo 
debut with the Orquestra Sinfônica da Unicamp, playing Tchaikovsky’s 
Rococo Variations. A year later, he was awarded major scholarships 
that supported his undergraduate studies at Indiana University under 
the tutelage of Peter Stumpf. Awarded third prize in the distinguished 
19th Annual Sphinx Competition, Guilherme is now a graduate student 
at The Juilliard School, with Timothy Eddy as his mentor. Guilherme is 
also a chamber music and Baroque cello enthusiast.

Edward Cho - CELLO
Edward Cho, a cellist from Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada, 
recently received his Masters of Music degree from the Jacobs School 
of Music at Indiana University in 2016, and his Bachelors of Music 
degree from Wilfrid Laurier University (Waterloo, Ontario, Canada) 
in 2014. He is currently enrolled in a solo performance diploma in 
Indiana, studying with Peter Stumpf, and will graduate this summer. 
Cho was awarded many prizes during his undergraduate studies. Few 
highlights were being one of the principal cellists in the National Youth 
Orchestra of Canada, a Waterloo Arts Awards Leading Edge recipient, 

the winner of the Stratford Symphony Orchestra concerto competition, and the winner of the Ken 
Murray Concerto Competition (with the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony).



FRIDAY, AUGUST 11 • 7:30PM

John Urban, piano
Schumann  “Fantasy in C major, op. 17”

Marta Menezes, piano
F. Liszt  “Funérailles (from Harmonies Poétiques et religieuses)”

F. Schubert/F. Liszt   “Soirée de Vienne no. 6”

Andreas loannides, piano
Franz Liszt: From “Années de pèlerinage II: Italie”

Sonneto 47 del Petrarca
Sonneto 103 del Petrarca
Sonneto 123 del Petrarca

John Urban - PIANO
John is beginning his Doctorate at the Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music this August. An aspiring performer as well as teacher, 
he enjoys being an Associate Instructor of piano there. In addition to 
studying and playing the classical piano repertoire, John also plays 
with the eclectic music-healing ensemble Whole Notes. His other 
interests include Walt Whitman, being a global flaneur and esoteric 
traditions. 

Winston Choi - PIANO
Canadian pianist Winston Choi is the Head of the Piano Program 
at Roosevelt University’s Chicago College of Performing Arts. His 
professional career was launched when he was named Laureate of 
the 2003 Honens Piano Competition and winner of France’s Concours 
International de Piano 20e siècle d’Orléans in 2002. An inquisitive 
performer, his fresh approach to standard repertory, and masterful 
understanding, performance and commitment to works by living 
composers, make him one of today’s most dynamic young concert 
artists.

Choi obtained his Bachelor and Master of Music from Indiana 
University, and his DM from Northwestern University. His studies were 
with Vivienne Bailey, James Tweedie, Menahem Pressler and Ursula 

Oppens. An accomplished teacher, he is also in demand as a master class clinician and lecturer 
on a variety of pedagogical topics. Prior to his position at Roosevelt University, he was on the 
faculties of Bowling Green State University and the Oberlin Conservatory.

Andreas Ioannides - PIANO
Cypriot pianist Andreas Ioannides is currently a Fellowship recipient at 
the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, where he is pursuing 
a Doctor of Music degree under Menahem Pressler. Ioannides has 
performed solo and chamber music recitals throughout Europe, 
Asia, North and South America. His playing has been heard in such 
diverse venues as the Grosser Saal of the Hamburg Konzerthaus, the 
Culture and Congress Center of Lucerne, the Temppeliaukio Kirkko in 
Helsinki, Municipal Theater of Rio de Janeiro and the Kennedy Center 
in Washington, D.C. Ioannides has made orchestral appearances 
under maestros Neil Varon, David Effron, Paul Nadler and Roberto 

Tibiriçá, and has also collaborated on chamber music projects with such artists as Joseph 
Swensen, Atar Arad and Peter Stumpf. In the summer of 2016 he served as piano Fellow at 
the Tanglewood Music Center, and in December was awarded the third prize at the prestigious 
BNDES international piano competition in Rio, Brazil.



SATURDAY, AUGUST 12 • 7:30PM

Winston Choi, piano
Schubert    “Impromptus, Op. 142” 

Liszt     “Hungarian Rhapsody No. 12” 
Winston Choi  “Untitled”

 Ravel    “Gaspard de la nuit” 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13 • 2:00PM

John Urban, piano, Ariana Cappon, violin 
and Edward Cho, cello

Schumann  “Piano trio No. 1 in D minor Op 63.”
Other work TBA

Guilherme Nardelli Monegatto, cello 
and Andreas Ioannides, piano

           Brahms  “Cello Sonata no.2 in F major op. 99”


