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Modern Wildfires: 
Intro to Personal 
Preparedness and 
Evacuation Safety
How to prepare yourself, your family, and 
survive a fast moving wildfire

Todd Lando. Battalion Chief, Wildfire Mitigation Specialist
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“Living” With Wildfire

Why ”LIVING” With Wildfire?
• Fire is a NATURAL part of our environment
• Plants, animals, and soil NEED wildfire
• Fire will ALWAYS be here
• We created the “PROBLEM” by building where fires occur
• Contributors: Fire Suppression, building in the WUI, vegetation 

changes, climate change
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1923 1964

Sonoma County: History Repeating?California 2017 (1964, 1923): History Repeating?
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1923 1964 2017

Wildfires: History Repeating?
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Sonoma: History Repeating?

1923 1964/2017
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Climate Change: Future Wildfires
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Ready. Set. Go.
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Ready.  Set.  Go.

Be READY with preparedness

Be SET with situational awareness 

GO early when a fire starts

When LIVING WITH FIRE, You Must:
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Evacuation Terminology

Shelter in place
• Stay secured in current location. Evacuation is not 

needed or would cause greater threat to life.

Evacuation Order
• Evacuate immediately. Do not delay to gather 

belongings or prepare your home.

Evacuation Warning
• Evacuate as soon as possible. A short delay to 

gather your Go Kit & prepare your home is OK.

Be Ready
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Ready

Be READY with 
Preparedness before a fire
1. Personal Preparedness
2. Hardening Your Home
3. Defensible Space
4. Community Organizing
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Most Homes Ignite From Embers, 
NOT Flames!
• Wildfires generate BILLIONS of embers.

• Embers can carry 1-2 miles in wind.

• Homes can be protected from embers with 
design and ignition resistant materials.

• Most faltalities occur in or just outside a 
home

An EMBER PROBLEM 
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DEFENSIBLE SPACE ZONES

Zone Zero:

0’-5’
Zone 1:

5’-30’
Zone 2:

30’-100’
Beyond

100’+
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ZONE ZERO FOR SURVIVAL

Zone Zero:

0’-5’
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Common Combustibles
Often found 0’-5’ from structures

1. Wood chip/bark mulches
2. Jute door-mats
3. Wood patio furniture
4. Potted plants
5. Privacy screens/curtains
6. Stored lumber/firewood
7. Waste/recycling cans

Zero-Combustibles in ZONE ZERO
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Hardening Your Home
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Hardening Your Home
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Mulches
• Use only Gravel or 

noncombustible 
material within 5’ 
of structures

Mulches
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ZONE ZERO Mulches

½” or 

Larger 

Bark

Shredded

Bark

Gravel
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Decks and Porches
• Keep them clean!

• Enclose the underside

• Not a storage space.

Fire Resistant Construction
DECKS & PORCHES Need Attention
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Fences

Wood Fences burn!  
• Wooden fences 

shouldn’t attach 
to your house

• Use noncombustible 
materials

• Open gates to create a 
”fuel break” (as a last 
resort)

FENCES & GATES are Fire Wicks
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GOT LEAF LITTER?
Start at the Roof!
1. Ensure your roof is built 

to ”Class A” standards!
2. Clear leaves and needles
3. Clean regularly May-Oct
4. Cover gutters

Protect your ROOF
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Pay close 
attention to areas 
where the roof 
meets a wall or 
vertical surface

ROOF Trouble Spots
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Power Failure During Wildfires

Battery Backups
• Garage Doors
• Telephones
• Internet/WiFi
• ~$99
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Evacuation Terminology

Shelter in place
• Stay secured in current location. Evacuation is not 

needed or would cause greater threat to life.

Evacuation Order
• Evacuate immediately. Do not delay to gather 

belongings or prepare your home.

Evacuation Warning
• Evacuate as soon as possible. A short delay to 

gather your Go Kit & prepare your home is OK.

Be Set
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Set

Be SET with situational 
& weather awareness 

• During Fire Season
• Fires can strike ANY day

• During Extreme Fire Weather
• Red Flag Days

• When fire is burning nearby
• Monitor Alerting Systems
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Situational Awareness

Weather Forecast

RED FLAG WARNING?
Apps, TV & Radio

Weather REPORTS
Look, Listen, Smell

BE OBSERVANT

FIRE 

WEATHER
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Situational Awareness

When fire risk is high, or a fire is burning nearby
• Monitor information sources
• Review your Evacuation Plan Checklist
• Place Emergency Supply Kit in your vehicle
• Prepare:

1. Yourself (dress appropriately!)
2. Your kids
3. Your Pets
4. Your home

• Is it a Red Flag Day?  Leave immediately when ordered 
or if you feel unsafe!
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Evacuation Terminology

Shelter in place
• Stay secured in current location. Evacuation is not 

needed or would cause greater threat to life.

Evacuation Order
• Evacuate immediately. Do not delay to gather 

belongings or prepare your home.

Evacuation Warning
• Evacuate as soon as possible. A short delay to 

gather your Go Kit & prepare your home is OK.

Go Now!
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• GO means take action
• Monitor notification systems
• Leave immediately 
• when ordered
• if conditions worsen
• if you feel unsafe.

• Follow checklists if you have time.

GO early when a fire starts
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Alerts & Notifications 

1. Phone: Voice, Text
• Local Alerts (emergency)
• Everbridge (Community Profile)
• WEA (emergency)

2. Email, Web, Apps
• Watch Duty (Fire info)
• X, Facebook, NextDoor (general info)

3. Others
• AM/FM Radio
• NOAA Weather Radios
• Word of mouth
• Knock on door

Your Alerting Systems

GENASYS

Watch Duty

Find your county

Web, Social

Know Your Zone

Eyes & Ears

Monitor Fires

Official Channels

Trust Yourself
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Evacuation Checklist

Review Checklist 
• During Red Flag Warning
• When Fire is burning nearby

1. Evacuation Order
2. Evacuation Warning
3. While evacuating
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“Go Kit”

Wildfire & Emergency 
“GO KIT”
• Make kit for each family 

member
• Make kit for pets
• Keep in backpacks
• Near front door or in car
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Personal Protective Clothing

DRESS for survival
• Cover-up to protect against heat and 

flying embers. 
• Long pants, long sleeve shirt, 

heavy shoes/boots, cap, dry 
bandanna for face cover, goggles 
or glasses. 

• 100% cotton is best.
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Pets and Animals

PREPARE YOUR PETS
• Microchip & Tags
• Keep Carrier Ready During Fire 

Season
• During a fire, keep pets in 

carriers with food and water
• Place near front door
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Family COMMUNICATION PLAN

One out-of-area contact. 
• Local lines fail. Long distance often works. 
• Everyone calls the same person. 

One meeting place. 
• Assume you'll be separated when it starts. 

Plan for being split up 
• Due to work, school, errands. 
• Who gets the kids? 
• Who gets the animals? 

Write it down. 
• Wallet, fridge, phone. 
• You will not remember it under stress.



www.firesafemarin.org

Click to edit Master title style
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GO

DON’T BE THIS GUY

EVACUATE!
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Evacuation Process

Stay in your CAR!

• You’re safer in your car

• Lights on, windows up, inside air

• Go on foot only if there’s no other option

• Avoid fire roads!  It’s safer to stay on pavement

• Take the fastest route to valley floor/grocery store!

• Consider Refuge Areas if trapped

• Carpool to reduce cars on road
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Evacuation Process
Camp Fire, Paradise, CA. November 8, 2018
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FIRE ROADS are NEVER for evacuation!

NEVER!
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Evacuate on FOOT?

A

LAST 

RESORT 
DOWNHILL ONLY! Last resort, 

and only if pavement is blocked
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GENASYS Protect: ”Know Your Zone”

https://protect.genasys.com or the App Stores
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Click to edit Master title style
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REFUGE Areas

Temporary Refuge Areas 
May provide safe refuge when evacuation 
is impossible or route is blocked.

• Ball fields
• Parking lots
• Golf-courses
• Large open areas with little or no 

vegetation.

1. Wait for the danger to pass
2. Listen for instructions from 

the authorities
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Your ASSIGNMENT

Do These Six Things This Week
1.  Ask questions
2.  Sign up for your county or borough alerts
3.  Look up your evacuation zone
4.  Build go-kits for every person and pet
5.  Write your family plan, one out-of-area contact
6.  Clear Zone Zero, five feet around your house

Resource sheet with links for all six states available after this session.
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