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Modern Wildfires: 
Intro to Personal 
Preparedness and 
Evacuation Safety
How to prepare yourself, your family, and 
survive a fast moving wildfire

Todd Lando . Battalion Chief, Wildfire Mitigation Specialist
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ñLivingò With Wildfire

Whyέ[L±LbDέ ²ƛǘƘ ²ƛƭŘŦƛǊŜΚ
Å Fire is a NATURAL part of our environment
Å Plants, animals, and soil NEED wildfire
Å Fire will ALWAYS be here
Å²Ŝ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtwh.[9aέ ōȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊ
Å Contributors: Fire Suppression, building in the WUI, vegetation 

changes, climate change
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1923 1964

Sonoma County: History Repeating?California 2017 (1964, 1923): History Repeating?
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1923 1964 2017

Wildfires: History Repeating?
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Sonoma: History Repeating?

1923 1964/2017
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Climate Change: Future Wildfires
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Ready. Set. Go.
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Ready.  Set.  Go.

BeREADY with preparedness

BeSET with situational awareness 

GO early when a fire starts

When LIVING WITH FIRE, You Must:
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Evacuation Terminology

Shelter in place
ÅStay secured in current location.Evacuation is not 

needed or would cause greater threat to life.

Evacuation Order
ÅEvacuate immediately. Do not delay to gather 

belongings or prepare your home.

Evacuation Warning
ÅEvacuate as soon as possible. A short delay to 

gather your Go Kit & prepare your homeis OK.

Be Ready
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Ready

BeREADYwith 
Preparedness before a fire
1. Personal Preparedness
2. Hardening Your Home
3. Defensible Space
4. Community Organizing
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Most Homes Ignite From Embers, 
NOT Flames!
ÅWildfires generate BILLIONS of embers.

ÅEmbers can carry 1-2 miles in wind.

ÅHomes can be protected from embers with 
design and ignition resistant materials.

ÅMost faltalities occur in or just outside a 
home

An EMBER PROBLEM 
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DEFENSIBLE SPACE ZONES

Zone Zero:

лΩ-рΩ
Zone 1:

рΩ-олΩ
Zone 2:

олΩ-мллΩ
Beyond

мллΩҌ
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ZONE ZERO FOR SURVIVAL

Zone Zero:

лΩ-рΩ
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Common Combustibles
hŦǘŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ лΩ-рΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ

1. Wood chip/bark mulches
2. Jute door-mats
3. Wood patio furniture
4. Potted plants
5. Privacy screens/curtains
6. Stored lumber/firewood
7. Waste/recycling cans

Zero-Combustibles in ZONE ZERO


