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2012 Pacific Region Convention   July 26-28
“Midnight Sun Reflections”

The Pacific Region Convention information is 
contained in this issue, including registration form and 
the Tentative Schedule. Make the effort to experience 
Alaska for yourself! NGC President Shirley S. Nicolai 
will be our special guest. Come greet Shirley and 
reconnect with garden club friends from around the 
region. Registration and information may also be 
found on the Pacific Region website.

Director’s Message

A new year, reminiscing, and possibly new 

beginnings for the future are on my mind.

After receiving several questions about “Let Us 

Count the Ways” project of tallying the resources 

donated to our communities, it now seems that all 

activities should be counted from outreach to 

bookkeeping since all contribute to the clubs’ 

function.  Everyone and everything counts if you 

consider it a garden club activity.  There is no 

pressure to “do one more thing.”  This was meant 

to enlighten you on how much of a community asset 

you and your club(s) are, and as a basis to simplify 

some time-consuming activities. (See Tally-Ho 

article on page 4.)

It has been interesting to see how many groups 

have streamlined their operations to put fewer 

burdens on members. Some Districts have 

combined annual meetings and some states have 

switched to one day annual meetings (which Nevada 

has successfully done for a few years.)

With communications much easier these days, 

some members question the need for all of the 

regional chairmen when NGC chairmen can now 

contact most state chairmen via e-mail.  We can 

even have “conversations” of sorts via e-mail so 

that everyone can get a word in and read what 

others have to say.  I see the merits of this idea 

with some, but not all committees.  What do you 

think?

I appreciate the viewpoints sent to me to make 

garden clubs more pertinent, attractive to new 

members, and fun for all.  Happy New Year!
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2012 Pacific Region of National Garden Clubs Convention

68th Annual Convention          July 26-28, 2012

“Midnight Sun Reflections”

Clarion Suites Downtown

1110 West 8
th
 Avenue   Anchorage, AK 99501

1-907-929-6461       www.clarionsuitesak.com

Each person attending the convention must fill out a separate form.

Last name___________________________First name__________________________

Address_________________________City_______________State_____Zip________

Email address:______________________________ Phone_______________________

State Garden Club_______________  Pacific Region (PR) Position ___________________

Voting Status:     _____PR Board of Directors member      _____Delegate

Please check all that apply:

____Past Pacific Region Director ___Pacific Region Chairman ___ NGC Life Member

____Pacific Region Director ___NGC Chairman ___Club Member

____Pacific Region Officer ___Alternate Delegate ___Spouse/Guest

____Pacific Region President ___Pacific Region Life Member ___First time Attendee

Full-time Package (received by June 20) $220.00

includes: Registration ($35.00), 2 Banquets, 2 Lunches, all Workshops, Tour.

Full time (received after June 20)        $235.00

One-day Registration:        $  20.00

Spouse/Guest One Meal Registration $    5.00

Friday, July 27 Lunch  $30.00

Tour $35.00

Dinner $40.00

Saturday, July 28  Lunch  $30.00

Banquet $50.00

NO REFUNDS AFTER June 30        Total  __________

Diet restrictions:_____________________________________________

   I will need transportation for the optional Sunday, July 29 free City Garden Tour

Make checks payable to 2012 Anchorage Pacific Region Convention

Send to: Carol Norquist, 3734 W 35
th
 Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99517
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Important Update About IRS Filing
 Requirements for Nonprofits

By George Perko, California Garden Clubs, Inc. Financial Advisor

The Pension Reform Act of 
2006 requires most 
nonprofit organizations, 
REGARDLESS OF SIZE, to 
be registered with and 
reporting to the IRS in some 
manner annually.  The IRS 
has recently begun to 
strenuously enforce 
registration.  The IRS is also 
conducting a transitional 
relief program for nonprofits, 
with reduced fees and 
paperwork depending on 

size of the organization, which will run through Dec. 31, 
2012.  Virtually all garden club organizations should be 
filing a form 990-N (e-Postcard; electronically over the 
Internet), short-form 990-EZ, or long-form 990 annually, 
depending on gross receipts and total assets.  Annual 
gross receipts of the nonprofit are particularly important 
in determining the IRS form to be used, and some major 
cutoff points involve gross receipts that are normally 
$5,000 or less; $25,000 or less; or $50,000 or less.

If a nonprofit has failed to file its required IRS tax form 
for three consecutive years, starting with fiscal years that 
ended in 2007, it may be subject to automatic revocation 
of its tax status [501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), 501(c)(7) etc.] by 
the IRS at any time.  The IRS has issued guidelines for 
organizations to regain their tax status, and the rules are 
available on the IRS website [www.irs.gov; look under 
heading Charities and Nonprofits].  For example, 
organizations which have lost their 501(c)(3) status 
(whether as an independent organization or as a 
participant in a state umbrella organization’s group 
exemption program) can reestablish tax-exempt status, 
but these guidelines forbid a state group exemption 
program from reinstating the organization in the state 
group exemption program.  

Many states have also enacted enhanced registration 
requirements.  For example, in California, in 2011 all 
501(c)(3) organizations became subject to state 
reporting requirements with both the Franchise Tax 
Board and the Attorney General’s Registry of Charitable 
Trusts.  Organizations in other states are advised to 
review their state reporting requirements for recent 
changes.

The Pacific Region of National Garden Clubs, Inc. is not a 
licensed tax preparation firm and is unable to provide 
further information related to a particular organization’s 
facts and circumstances. An organization may wish to 
consult local tax professionals to assist it with specific facts 
and circumstances.  

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: To ensure compliance 
with Treasury Department regulations, we inform you that 
any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this article is not 
intended or written to be used, and cannot be used for the 
purpose of (i) avoiding penalties that may be imposed under 
the U.S. Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing 
or recommending to another party any transaction or matter 
addressed herein.

Creosote Bush
By Vicki Yuen, Nevada Garden Clubs President 

If you have driven on our desert highways, you have 
probably seen the Creosote Bush (Larrea tridentata). 
It is the airy olive-green shrub that seems so evenly 
spaced in the desert landscape. It can grow as high 
as 12 feet, but we usually see it about chest-high or 
head-high in the Mojave Desert. After a rain, the 
leaves are a rich yellow-green and you may see small 
yellow flowers. (These will mature into fuzzy round 
capsules.) In dry conditions, the leaves will show as 
olive-drab. In very dry conditions, the leaves that are 
not shed are a dead-looking brown - but if the bush is 
well-established, it is not dead! 

Some people consider the creosote bush the 
quintessential desert plant. It has that aroma after a 
rain that is the true and familiar scent of the desert - 
sharp, cleansing and invigorating. It is a lovely 
addition to any residential desert landscape, providing 
needed shade for smaller plants, especially cacti and 
succulents.

Creosote bush may prevent certain other plants from 
growing nearby, though. The reason we see it so 
well-spaced in the desert is that its roots secrete a 
substance that keeps roots of other nearby creosote 
bushes from growing, and prevents other young 
creosote bushes from becoming established. (This 
doesn't prevent the bush itself from rejuvenating, as 
new growth arises from the outer edges of the root 
crown, away from this growth inhibitor.) In addition, 
the oils leeched into the soil from the bush will inhibit 
seeds from sprouting. Seeds will sprout only after a 


