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Severe weather disrupts lives, displaces families,
and drives financial loss. IBHS delivers top-tier
science and translates it into action so we can
prevent avoidable suffering, strengthen our homes
and businesses, inform the insurance industry and
support thriving communities.
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Structure Exposure from Wildfire

e Embers: Responsible for
the majority of home
ignitions

| _ Fire Triangle
o Direct and Indirect

e Flame Contact

W

e Radiant Heat

Radiant heat

Source: https://surviving-wildfire.extension.org/how-
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REDUCE  {
EXPOSURE

INCREASE B 22 gl Windows
RESILIENCE * '

Remove leaves/debris
from roof and gutters

Gutters

o

No ncombustibl

fencing
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6" Wall Vt?rfiC0| % 5 feet - No vegetation /
Noncombustible Zone #£ combustible items



DEFENSIBLE
SPACE & ZONE O

* Remove all vegetation

* No overhanging vegetation

* Remove all combustible mulch
* Replace combustible fencing

* Keep clear of debris

* No sheds

* Clear & maintain on top of and under
decks
* Enclose low-elevation decks

 Maintain yard clear of debris

« Maintain yard clear of dead
trees/plants

 No parallel fencing

« Move grass to maximum height of 4”

« Vertical and horizontal spacing
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ADDITIONAL
MITIGATIONS
AGAINST FLAMES
v’ Cover gutters.

AWILDFIREN
P EPARED

—A PROGRAM OF IBHS —— v' Install ,
— ,3,;;,;;_:..{'noncom bustlble
%: ; ke ~ siding. o

W Upgra‘dg wmdows';
& doors. :
Upg rade to a
noncombustible
deck. ;
Move accessory

30 feet away.
” Remove back-to-
back fencing. :

" ROOF BUILDING FEATURES 8—5 FOQT NONCOMBUSTIBLE ZONE_
w X ¥ Ensure the roof v’ Install flame- and ember- Establish a 0-5 Foot Noncc?mbustlble Zone
> g covering is Class A resistant vents or 1/8-inch metal around the home and deck§, remove ov_erhanglng
8 = fire-rated & mesh vents. branches; replace combustible fences within 5 feet.
: l'f maintained clear of v' Ensure 6-inc_h vertical 5-30 FOOT DEFENSIBLE SPACE ZONE
© (g debris. noncombustible clearance at v Maintain yard with spaced vegetation, structures, &
=5 ¥ Choose _ base of exterior walls and decks. other connective fuels; clear debris; remove
S § noncombustible v" Clear & maintain the und_erdeck firewood.

< gutters & area; enclose low-elevation v Move structures at least 10 feet away & maintain a

downspouts. decks. 0-5 Foot Noncombustible Zone around them.

v Enclose eaves.

structures at least



Wildfire Prepared Home Plus
& CWUI Code Comparison

STRUCTURAL IBHZSOﬁlsFPH 2026 Additional Construction Requirements to
COMPONENT CWUI Chpt 5 Meet WFPH Plus .
PLUS v Construction
r iremen
Roof / v equirements
referenced as an
Gutters, Gutter acceptable
Protection, v Gutter Cover must be noncombustible
and Downspouts (r:rcl)ztgod by the
Protection of Eaves v Eaves must be fully enclosed '
Vents v v
Exterior Wall Covering v Vv No exposed wood, including decorative . Cons_tructlon
requirements
6-inch Noncombustible partially
. v v
Vertical Clearance addressed by the
Exterior Glass v _ 2 panes with both tempered code.
Exterior Doors v v Solid 34” wood, metal, or 20 min
Appendages & v Noncombustible deck, < 4’ in height, x Construction
Projections (Decks) enclosed with 1/8” mesh requirements not
Fences and Retaining Y Fence within 5’ of house must be referenced by
Walls noncombustible the code.
Detached Accessory o ,
Structures & ADUs v None within 30
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BUILDING
FEATURES

Siding
e 6-Inch vertical
noncombustible zone




@ DECKS

* Clear & maintain on top
of and under decks

* Enclose low-elevation
decks with 1/8" metal










How To Prepare Your Home for an Evaluation

The Wildfire Prepared Home designation program enables homeowners to take preventative
measures for their home and yard to protect against wildfire. This checklist will guide you through
required actions to help protect your home and receive a designation certificate.

Eligibility
«  Theapplicant must be the owner of the 3-story or less, single-family detached home (no tawnhomes or
condos).
«  The home must be located in California.
«  AS-foot noncombustible buffer must surround the home. Photos submission are required for eligibility.

.

Designation certificate requirements are stringent. Tree requirements may disqualify some homes, and some
homeowners may have to work with neighbor(s) ta mest the requirements. — -
One of the most stringent required actions is creating a 5-foot noncombustibie buffer around your home and
decks. AL vegetation, trees including overhanging branches, grass/turf, wood/rubber mulch, woodvinyl
fencing, and any stored items within 5 feet of your home must have been remaved. Your home will not
receive the designation certificate without meeting the requirements.

! \

NOTE:

Examples of eligible homes with a 5-foot noncombustible buffer

Designation Certificate Levels
We offer two solutions. To receive a designation certificate, your home must meet all requirements listed for the.

L4 desired level.

1. Wildfire Prepared Home Base — This group of required actions includes creating a 5-foot home buffer,
preparing the home's exterior, and maintaining the deck/covered porch and yard, typically achieved
through retrofits to existing homes.

Wildfire Prepared Home Plus — This group of required actions builds upon Wildfire Prepared Home Base to
add an extra layer of home protection, commonly achieved with newer home construction o after exterior
home renovations.

To apply for a designation eartificate of learn more visit wildlicenrepared org
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Prep your home Submit eligibility IBHS QA &
with the How-To photos and IBHS QA Evaluation : :

) Designation

Checklist apply }

Initial
Process

.
) Y r'l Ann | CERTIFICATE OF DESIGNATION
\gomg ea ua Year 2 Annual

AWILDFIRED
La F?dsfca pe Landscape PREPARED
eview Review

HOME

THIS DESIGNATES THAT THE RESIDENCE OF
JANE SMITH

Process

LOCATED AT
1234 PLACID DR
ANYTOWN, CA 12034

Re- Year3 et
Designation Re-Designation

DESIGNATION ID:
FEM: 00t
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