
October 17, 2021  
 
 

I.  GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 

(9:15-9:30) Gathering  

 https://zoom.us/j/278905019  
 

 Or phone call-in # (312) 626-6799 and Meeting ID:  278 905 019 
 

 One-Tab Mobile (IPhone)  +16699009128,,278905019#  
 

        Prelude                                                       “’Tis so Sweet” – arr. Bethany K Smith  
                                                                                                                                   
          Call to Worship                                                
 

        Opening Hymn                                     “O Spirit of the Living God” – HWB #361 
 

        Opening Prayer 
 

           Welcome & Greeting One Another    
             

 

II.  HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 Scripture Reading                                                          Romans 12:1-16, 13:8-14 
                    
            Sermon                                                                                          “What time is it?”                     
         

Anthem                                                                   “View the Present” – STS #108  
 

III. RESPONDING TO JESUS CHRIST 

       Announcements & Offerings 

 Today’s Worship offering is for Central Plains Mennonite Conference 

 Today’s Sunday school offering is for Swan Lake Christian Camp 

 Children’s Offering is for Bethany Food Pantry 
                                                                                                 

           Congregational Sharing & Prayer 

 

IV. SENT WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
       * Sending Hymn                             “Filled with the Spirit’s Power” – HWB #289  
                                                                                      
           Spoken Benediction 

 

       Postlude                                         “Come, Thou Fount!” – arr. Bethany K. Smith  
 

https://zoom.us/j/278905019


* Stand if you are able 
 

 

Greeters: Chantel Hofer & Peg Waltner; Worship Leader: Sharon Waltner; 
Speaker: Barb Tieszen; Musicians: Sonja Waltner (piano); Special Music: Mixed 
Octet; Coffee: Southeast #19 
 

THE CHURCH AT WORK 

 

TODAY 
We welcome all who are worshiping with us this morning! Coffee is available in 
the fellowship hall following the worship service. 
 

The Planting/Harvest Banner: This banner celebrates the planting and harvest 
cycle that shapes the rhythms of farm, community, and church life. Symbols that 
reflect this cycle are the sun, clouds, rain, the heads of wheat, cultivated earth, 
and seeds. In addition, color and the downward-sloping direction of the shapes 
of the basic quilt matrix (suggesting the rays of light emanating from the sun) 
further reinforce the celebrative theme of this banner. 
The sun, the source of energy and growth as the rhythms of the harvest unfold, 
traditionally is used as a symbol for Christ. Clouds are the source for the 
nourishment and cleansing of life-giving rain. Clouds also refer to the unseen God. 
Wheat suggests the bounty of the earth, symbolizing Christ’s body in the bread 
of Communion as well. Grains of wheat help complete the planting/harvest 
theme. They also point to the sacrifice of Christ and the total, self-giving 
commitment that his followers must make. This interpretation is based on John 
12:24 (NEB): “In truth, in very truth I tell you, a grain of wheat remains a solitary 
grain unless it falls into the ground and dies; but if it dies, it bears a rich harvest.” 
 

THIS WEEK 
Sat. (23rd), 2:00 p.m. – Celebration of Life for Gene Kaufman (see NEWS & NOTES) 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, October 24, Mission Sunday 

Speaker: John Sharp; Worship Leader: LaVonne Brockmueller; Musicians: 
Freeman Academy; Greeters: Chantel Hofer & Peg Waltner; Coffee: Southeast 
#19 
 

Worship Offering: MCC Congo Peace – Michael J. Sharp Memorial Fund 
Sunday school Offering: Salem Mennonite Home 
Children’s Offering: Bethany Food Pantry 
 

The theme for Mission Sunday is “Peace Harvest.” The scripture texts 

are Matthew 5:43-48 and II Corinthians 5:17-20. John will share his 

very personal and compelling story of his son, MJ Sharp, who was 

murdered on March 12, 2017 while promoting peacebuilding, and 

advocating for the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Freeman Academy students will also be providing music in our worship 

service. 
 



COMING EVENTS 
October 26 – Church Council Meeting 
 

SOUTH CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES 
Recently Marilyn Brockmueller announced that she will be retiring from the 
South Church organ schedule.  On behalf of the organists, we wish to express our 
deep appreciation to Marilyn for sharing her time and talents that have enhanced 
South Church worship music. 
 

It is annual report time!  Please get your committee’s annual report to Rachel 
Waltner by October 31! 
 

There will be a congregational meeting immediately following the worship 
service on Sunday October 31. This meeting is called by Church Council from 
recommendations by the Trustees. The Trustees recommend that the church 
proceed with a project to redecorate the fellowship hall and church offices. Work 
to be done includes replacing the carpets, painting the walls and installing new 
window treatments. Cost for this project shall not exceed $18,000 with up to half 
of the money coming from donations from the congregation and the remainder 
to be paid from our church’s Improvement Fund. This proposal includes volunteer 
labor from the church for painting walls, carpet removal and window covering 
installation.  
 

A celebration of life will be held for Gene Kaufman, who passed away on 
December 12, 2020, on Saturday, October 23, at 2 p.m. at the Salem Mennonite 
Church.  The family invites you to an informal time of listening to music and 
sharing memories about Gene’s life.  The service will include a time for sharing, 
during which we would love to hear your memories and stories about Dad  
 

Gene’s family respectfully requests that those who are not vaccinated for COVID 
either wear a mask inside the church or attend via Zoom 
(https://zoom.us/j/278905019).  Memorial gifts will be designated for Mennonite 
Central Committee and the Freeman Academy Music Department. 
 

COMMUNITY AND BEYOND 
Freeman Academy students and staff will be loving their neighbors who need 
help with fall clean up by raking leaves on October 22, 2021. Please call Freeman 
Academy main office at 925-4237 x221 and provide your name and address.  
  

The Rural Revival monthly meeting will be at 8 pm on October 25 in the Freeman 
Public Library. 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Worship – 9:30am (in person & Zoom) Sunday school following 
  Office Hours – Wednesday - Friday 9:30-12:30; bulletin deadline – 9:30 a.m. Friday 

Amy Waltner, Administrative Assistant (southchurch@goldenwest.net) 925-4553 
Bob Engbrecht, Pastor 648-3017/659-4331 

 

https://zoom.us/j/278905019


Prayers for October, 2021 
 

Lord, you are great, good, and loving in every way. 
 

We thank you 
 

--for good weather for harvesting the crops in fields and gardens. 
 

--for the gifts discernment committee as they find people for church positions; 
 

--for the gift of Swan Lake Christian Camp and for the good challenges of  
   needing more space, more renovation, and more time for more groups. 
 

--for the work of MDS and for Dennis Ries’ commitment to this organization 
 

--for Bible Study Fellowship groups starting in Freeman 
 

--for Mission Sunday on October 24th and for John Sharp’s willingness to be the  
   speaker 
 

--for the lives of Arlen Miller, Vivian Gering, Darlas Lehman, Lefty Ries, Gene  
   Kaufman and Diena Schmidt in Henderson; comfort their families as they  
   mourn their loss     

--for conflict resolution managers working with our congregation; help us to be  
   willing to participate in the ongoing processes 
 

--for the search committees for both interim pastor and permanent pastors 
 

--for Oyate Concern Christian School and that staff’s commitment to educating  
   the children of Oglala Sioux Tribe; sustain their work among the challenges of  
   Covid-19 and grieving staff. 
 

--for the children’s book, The Medicine Quilt, that the Wagner group is  
   publishing and selling through Amazon. 
 

--for the healing and strength of our bodies, and for caregivers when we are ill  
   and need diagnosis and treatment.  We pray especially about Pastor Bob’s   
   health, Lavonne’s brother Berdon, Lois’s sister Ruthanne, and Loren Kaufman. 
 

---Lois Janzen Preheim and Duane Ries 
 
 

 
I Said a Prayer for you Today (From Mom’s Stash) 

I said a prayer for you today, and know God must have heard 

I felt the answer in my heart, although he spoke no word! 

I didn’t ask for wealth or fame (I knew you wouldn’t mind) 

I asked Him to send treasures of a far more lasting kind! 

I asked that He’d be near you at the start of each new day, 

To grant you health and blessings, and friends to share your way! 

I asked for happiness for you, in all things great and small; 

But it was for His loving care, I prayed the most of all! 

 


