
Sunday, December 25
The Nativity of the Lord

(Christmas)
Mass - 9:00 a.m. English
Mass - 12 Noon Spanish

Tuesday, 
December 27

Mass  - 7:00 p.m.
Spanish

Followed by  
Adoration

Wednesday, 
December 28

Mass 4:30 p.m. 

Thursday, 
December 29

Mass
11:00 a.m. English

Friday, December 30
Mass - 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 31
Mass 

9:00 a.m. English
Followed by Adoration

Sunday, January 1
The Octave Day of the

Nativity of the Lord
Solemnity of Mary,

the Holy Mother of God
Mass - 9:00 a.m. English
Mass - 12 Noon Spanish

RECONCILIATION: Feel free to ask
Father Charles or Father Samuel anytime,
for the opportunity to go to Confession. --
Before or after Mass on Wednesdays, First
Friday and Every First Saturday of each
month from 9:45AM - 11:00AM

MARRIAGE: Marriage is an indissolu-
ble partnership for the whole of life. We
believe every effort should be made to
help individuals properly prepare for this
permanent and holy state in life. To allow
enough time for this preparation, arrange-
ments for marriage must begin at least
five months before the intended wedding
date.

BAPTISMAL POLICY: Please notify
Father Charles two (2) months prior to
Baptismal Date.  
Baptismal preparation will include two 
(2) Classes.  Both Godparents must be 
“Christian” - ONE must be Catholic.
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Pastor
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Pray for our Seminarians

Up the Road Monthly Meetings

List of Sick

Offertory Report

Holy Family Catholic Church Mission Statement

Thomas Nguyen – Joseph Maundu – Cavine Okello –
Fredrick Ochieng  Justin Farr – Josh Bertram – 

Christian Hamrick – Tylor Starkey

Anyone interested in learning the Catholic Faith 
you may contact Tania.

We, the parishioners of Holy Family Catholic Church, commit to building the kingdom of God through the use of our time, 
talent, and treasure for the spiritual growth of ourselves, our parish, our community, and the Roman Catholic Church. 

Reflection Corner

Terry Bilbrey – Chantelle Hawley - Ed & Marcia Horton–
Doris Labroad – Bob LePage - Normie Lipski – 
Jan Martin - Sandy Neerhof - Donna Pelletier –

Sue Sawyer– Normand Houde– Jim Todd– Rose Adhi-
ambo–Ray Mason – Charles Mason– Sandra Cross–
Ryan Gordon–Catherine Butler– Fr. John Brown, 

Glenmary – Duke Pelletier– Junior Pelletier
Please call 615.670.4248, if you wish to have 

a name added or removed. 

So he emptied himself among us, not by becoming what he was not in such a way that he would
no longer be what he had been; but by concealing what he was and openly displaying what he
had become. Accordingly, because the virgin conceived and bore a son, a child is born for us, on
account of the manifest form of a servant. But because the Word of God which abides forever
became flesh, in order to dwell among us, on account of the form of God which is hidden but
remains, we call his name, as Gabriel announced it, Emmanuel. He became man, you see, while
remaining God, in order that the son of man too might rightly be called God with us.”

– St. Augustine, Sermons, 187.4

Budgeted Weekly
2022-2023

$1977.00 $1497.00 $2026.87

Offertory Weekly Average
Since 7/1/2022
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•   Holy Family Ministries
Meeting every first Wednes-
day of the Month at 3:00pm. 
•   We will like to invite all
ladies to join us for game
night every third Wednesday
of the month at 5:30pm. If we
have at least 12, we will play
Bunco. Please contact Faye
at (615)388-7289. 
•   Knights of Columbus
meets every 2nd Monday of
the month at 7:00pm.

•   The next Rise & Shine with Jesus will be January7th.
•   Reminder to all parents who have children in catechism
the next Saturday mass will be requirement to attend will be
Saturday January 14that 9:00am as part of their formation. 
If you’re not able to attend you must talk to Fr Charles or
Tania before then. 



by Kathy Olenik Henry

The days of Advent are winding down, and soon we will gather with family and friends to celebrate the Feast of
the Nativity. After all the frenzy that comes with the weeks leading to Christmas, Christian churches will be filled
with young and old dressed in their finest, gathered to worship the babe in the manger, Emmanuel.

The word Christmas is derived from the Greek Christos—anointed one—and the Latin Missa—to send. In other
words, the anointed one is sent, the divine to the worldly. We celebrate the Incarnation; God has taken on human
form and come to dwell among us. Dictionary.com defines Christmas as “the annual festival of the Christian
church commemorating the birth of Jesus: celebrated on December 25 and now generally observed as a legal
holiday and an occasion for exchanging gifts.” Well, sort of . . . I suppose.

Is it really just a gift exchange? We may feel a bit conflicted with the distortion of religious beliefs by the typical holiday extravaganza. Have we
forgotten that Christmas is not just a giant shopping spree and opportunity for overindulgence? Nonetheless, regardless of our beliefs and
practices during the rest of the year, many will take time on this one day to enter a church and pause to reflect on the Christmas story. We
hunger for something more. Deep down we know the purpose for this season lies
there in the straw.

What is it we come looking for within the walls of the sanctuary? What is so important
about this event that we prepare with such energy, misguided or otherwise?
To simply say that love is at the heart of it would be insufficient. Indeed much of our
Christmas busy-ness involves some expression of love. We exchange gifts. We send
greetings. We spend time together. We make an effort to reach out to those less 
fortunate than ourselves. We look for opportunities to heal damaged or broken 
relationships. We remember those we have lost.

Yet the love at the heart of this feast is more than we can possibly imagine. The love
we seek is the indescribable love God has for all humankind, the reason God sent a
redeemer to bring us back to where we belong. It is agape—unselfish, self-sacrificing
love without strings or implications. It is a love with no memory of past mistakes.

We yearn for something beyond what we are humanly capable of giving or receiving.
Our restless spirits seek some way to grasp at something we can only find in the 
divine. And so we come to church to rest quietly in the presence of that which we seek.
When we gather to offer ourselves in worship, God sees our hearts longing to receive
the greatest gift of all. Regardless of the intensity of our religious faith or the amount of
preparation we have done, we humbly
acknowledge that we are all the same,
restless souls in need of a God who loves
us unconditionally.

A blessed, peace-filled, Spirit-filled 
Christmas to all!

Kathy Olenik Henry
Kathy Olenik Henry is a published 
author with Loyola Press.

The sanctuary candle will be in memory of “Chuck Glaser”

January 1
Reading 1 - Jennifer Eastman
Reading 2 - Jacki Cook
Prayer of the Faithful - 
Mark Kirts
Extraordinary Ministers - 
Diane Foltz, Beverly Glaser

December 25
Reading 1 - Anna Breeding
Reading 2 - John Wezet
Prayer of the Faithful - 
Pete Norum
Extraordinary Ministers - 
Faye Fitzpatrick, Mark Kirts

The bulletin is available on Holy Family website: HolyFamily-catholicchurch.org or on Holy Family Facebook page

Gospel, John 1:1-18 - catholic.org

Dec.25- Background of the Gospel Reading - Taken from Loyola Press

Religious Items - Every Sunday after
mass, we will have religious items for
sale. If you are interaested, you may
contact Marg Korytkowski or Beverly
Glaser. 

Holy Family Catholic Church Program airs Fridays
right after the 4pm Local News, normally right around
4:08 pm. The time can vary by a few minutes depending
on the length of our local News. You can listen by tuning
into: 102.1FM or Stream it from the website

Church Mowing:
This year we will be taking donations for the 
cutting of the Church grass. If everyone is able to
donate, it will help keep the outside of the Church
beautiful. 

Readings for Week of Dec. 25
Monday: Reading 1, Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59, Psalms
31:3-4, 6-8, 16, 17,Gospel, Matthew 10:17-22
Tuesday: Reading 1, First John 1:1-4, Psalms 97:1-
2, 5-6, 11-12, Gospel, John 20:1a, 2-8
Wednesday: Reading 1, First John 1:5-2:2, Psalms
124:2-5, 7b-8 , Gospel, Matthew 2:13-18
Thursday: Reading 1, First John 2:3-11 , Psalms
96:1-3, 5-6 , Gospel, Luke 2:22-35
Friday: Reading 1, Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 , Psalms
128:1-5 , Gospel, Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 , Reading
2, Colossians 3:12-21
Saturday: Reading 1, First John 2:18-21, Psalms
96:1-2, 11-13 , Gospel, John 1:1-18
Sunday: Reading 1, Numbers 6:22-27, Psalms 67:2-
3, 5-6, 8 , Gospel, Luke 2:16-21 , Reading 2, Gala-
tians 4:4-7

Gift Exchange

As many of you are aware, we have made
fundraising events in the past few months to
help pay off the debt of the church. Thanks to
these events and your support, we have been
able to raise the following funds: 

Bake Sale $1,053.25
Pancake Breakfast: $1,084

Also after the 12pm, mass there has been food
sales and bread sales.
Food Sales: $1,186
Bread Sales: $770
A
special thank you to everyone who has help to
make this possible. All these funds will help to
make an additional payment to the principal. 

1 In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and the Word was God.
2 He was with God in the beginning.
3 Through him all things came into being, not one thing came into being except through him.
4 What has come into being in him was life, life that was the light of men;
5 and light shines in darkness, and darkness could not overpower it.
6 A man came, sent by God. His name was John.
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness to the light, so that everyone might believe through him.
8 He was not the light, he was to bear witness to the light.
9 The Word was the real light that gives light to everyone; he was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world that had come into being through him, and the world did not recognise him.
11 He came to his own and his own people did not accept him.
12 But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who believed in his name
13 who were born not from human stock or human desire or human will but from God himself.
14 The Word became flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, the glory that he has from the Father as only
Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.
15 John witnesses to him. He proclaims: 'This is the one of whom I said: He who comes after me has passed ahead
of me because he existed before me.'
16 Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received -- one gift replacing another,
17 for the Law was given through Moses, grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ.
18 No one has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.

There are four Masses that are celebrated for the Feast of
Christmas and each is given its own set of readings to help us
contemplate Christ’s birth. The Gospel for the Vigil Mass on
Christmas Eve is taken from the beginning of the Gospel of
Matthew. The Mass at midnight proclaims the birth of Jesus
through the Gospel of Luke. The Mass at dawn on Christmas
morning continues the story of the birth of Jesus as found in
Luke’s Gospel, ending with the shepherds’ visit to the infant
Jesus. In each of these Gospel readings, we hear portions of
the infancy narratives with which we are familiar.

The Gospel for the Christmas Mass during the day is taken
from the beginning of John’s Gospel, but this part of John’s
Gospel is not an infancy narrative like those found in the
Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Instead, John’s Gospel starts at
the very beginning and presents the Creation story as the
framework for announcing the Incarnation. John’s opening
words echo the first verse in the Book of Genesis. This frame-
work invites us to view Jesus’ birth from God’s perspective.
Each of the Gospels makes clear that Jesus’ birth was the 
result of God’s initiative. John’s Gospel, however, emphasizes
that Jesus’ birth was the divine intention from the moment of
Creation.

As we observe in today’s reading, the Gospel of John includes
highly philosophical and theological language. One example
that particularly stands out in this Gospel is John’s repeated
references to “the Word” in the opening verse. This expression
(logos in the Greek) borrows from a concept found in both

Jewish and Greek thought. Jews used this phrase to describe
God’s action in the Creation story, for example, and in the 
Wisdom literature. In Greek thought, the logos was understood
as an intermediary between God and humanity. John and 
others in the early Church adopted this language to describe
God’s incarnation in Jesus. As the term was used to express
the Trinitarian faith of Christians, the Word came to be equated
with the Second Person of the Trinity.

In this prologue to the Gospel of John, we also hear the main
themes that will be developed in his Gospel. These are often
presented as dualities: light and dark, truth and falsehood, life
and death, and belief and unbelief. We also hear in this 
prologue a unique aspect of John’s Gospel, the theme of 
testimony. John the Baptist was sent by God to testify to
Jesus, the light. Others in this Gospel will also offer testimony
about Jesus. The reader is invited to accept this testimony,
which bears witnesses to Jesus, the Son of God. But even
more directly, Jesus’ action and words will testify to Jesus’
identity as God’s Incarnate Word.

Thinking about Jesus’ birth in these theological and cosmologi-
cal terms is particularly appropriate as we celebrate the Feast
of Christmas in the darkness of winter. At this time, nature 
itself seems to remind us of the darkness of sin. Into this 
darkness, in the midst of our sinfulness, God comes to dwell
among us. John’s Gospel reminds us that through the Incarna-
tion, God saves us from the darkness of sin and makes us his
children.


