
RECONCILIATION: Feel free to ask
Father Charles anytime, for the opportu-
nity to go to Confession. --  Before or after
Mass on Wednesdays, First Friday and
Every First Saturday of each month from
9:45AM - 11:00AM

MARRIAGE: Marriage is an indissolu-
ble partnership for the whole of life. We
believe every effort should be made to
help individuals properly prepare for this
permanent and holy state in life. To allow
enough time for this preparation, arrange-
ments for marriage must begin at least
five months before the intended wedding
date.

BAPTISMAL POLICY: Please notify
Father Charles two (2) months prior to
Baptismal Date.  Baptismal preparation
will include two (2) Classes.  Both God-
parents must be “Christian” - ONE must
be Catholic.
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Offertory Report

Holy Family Catholic Church 
Mission Statement

Br. Josiah Kimani– Br. Erick Oseko –Willy Kyagulanyi– Thomas Nguyen
James Grossheim– Juan Hernandez– Christian Cimorelli – Francisco Castillo

Need to find a church near 
you when traveling–Try: Masstime.org

We, the parishioners of Holy Family Catholic
Church, commit to building the kingdom of God

through the use of our time, talent, and treasure for
the spiritual growth of ourselves, our parish, our
community, and the Roman Catholic Church. Sunday, March 14th

4th Sunday of Lent
9:00 a.m. - Mass - English
12 Noon - Mass - Spanish

Tuesday, March 16th
7:00 p.m. - Mass - Spanish

Wednesday, March 17th
3:00 p.m.

Study of Gospel of Mark
4:30 p.m. - Mass

Thursday, March 18th
9:00 a.m. - Mass

Friday, March 19th
9:00 a.m. - Mass

Stations of the Cross
to follow

7:00 p.m. - Mass - Spanish
Stations of the Cross

to follow

Saturday, March 20th
NO MASS

Sunday, March 21st
5th Sunday of Lent

9:00 a.m. - Mass - English
12 Noon - Mass - Spanish

From the Pastor

Terry Bilbrey–John Burgener - Linda Coletti - Mary
Ann Federico -Chantelle & Wayne Hawley –Sandy
Holenbeck - Ed & Marcia Horton – Doug Hunt–

Doris Labroad – Bob LePage - Normie Lipski – Jan
Martin - Sandy Neerhof - Donna Pelletier –Scotty
S.- Sue Sawyer - Alice Smith–Anita Solarz -  Elva
Stallard-  Douglas & Sandy Weston – Michael

Gocha– Normand Houde - Father Vic   
Please call 615.670.4248, if you wish to have 

a name added or removed. 

Today we say good-bye for now to our good friends Frank and Cheryl Landry. For 20 years, they have
served our parish and the surrounding community with love and care. They have served many times behind
the scenes. Cleaning, helping those in need with home repairs, building committee, knitting warm blankets,
cooking at parish outings. And many more kindnesses. Both of you have been a friend and been there in time
of need. We will miss both of you. Our lives are better because of your presence. Go with the Lord as you
begin new adventures. Amen
Fr Don Tranel will be here next week to share his hopes about his new mission project in Smith County.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF
March 14th

Monday: Reading 1, Isaiah 65:17-21, Psalms 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-
12a and 13b, Gospel, John 4:43-54
Tuesday: Reading 1, Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12, Psalms46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9,
Gospel, John 5:1-16
Wednesday: Reading 1, Isaiah 49:8-15, Psalms145:8-9, 13cd-14,
17-18, Gospel, John 5:17-30
Thursday: Reading 1, Exodus 32:7-14, Psalms106:19-20, 21-22,
23,Gospel, John 5:31-47
Friday: Reading 1,2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16,Psalms89:2-3, 4-5,
27 and 29, Reading 2, Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22Gospel, Matthew
1:16, 18-21, 24a
Saturday: Reading 1, Jeremiah 11:18-20, Psalms7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-
12, Gospel, John 7:40-53
Sunday: Reading 1,Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalms 51:3-4,12-13,14-15,
Gospel, John 12:20-33, Reading 2, Hebrews 5:7-9

March 21 - Bishop Mark Spalding will have a zoom
meeting with the parish council members and 
Finance commite members of Holy Family and 
Divine savior. He is visiting all the parishes 

in the diocese by zoom this year. 
Please contact Fr. Vic for the link

March 24 - Penance Service at 5:00PM. 
Confessions will be heard until 7:00PM. All please

consider coming to this great Sacrament. 
March 28th – Mass of Thanksgiving with newly 

ordained Jose Carlos Miguel Lopez
April 4 – Easter Sunday

Budgeted Weekly
2020-2021

$1939.00 $2,274.00 $1,691.26

Offertory Weekly Average
Since 7/1/2020
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The sanctuary candle will be in memory of “Peter Alexander Thomas”

Sunday, March 21st
Reading 1 - Marg Korytkowski
Reading 2 - Jacki Cook
Prayer of the Faithful - 
Mark Kirts

Sunday, March 14th
Reading 1 - Faye Fitzpatrick
Reading 2 - Shawn Carter
Prayer of the Faithful - 
Pete Norum

The bulletin is available on Holy Family website: HolyFamily-catholicchurch.org or on Holy Family Facebook page

Gospel, John 3:14-21- catholic.org

14 as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so must the Son of man be lifted up
15 so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.
16 For this is how God loved the world: he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life.
17 For God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but so that through him the world might be saved.
18 No one who believes in him will be judged; but whoever does not believe is judged already, because that person
does not believe in the Name of God's only Son.
19 And the judgement is this: though the light has come into the world people have preferred darkness to the light
because their deeds were evil.
20 And indeed, everybody who does wrong hates the light and avoids it, to prevent his actions from being shown up;
21 but whoever does the truth comes out into the light, so that what he is doing may plainly appear as done in God.'

March 14th-Background on the Gospel Reading - Taken from Loyola Press
The fourth Sunday of Lent is sometimes called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that means “rejoice.” Tradi-

tionally, Sundays are named after the first word of the liturgy’s opening antiphon. On this Sunday, the antiphon is
taken from the book of the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 66:10-11). Even as we observe our Lenten sacrifices, we rejoice in
anticipation of the joy that will be ours at Easter.
Today’s Gospel reading is taken from John’s Gospel. It consists of two parts. The first part is the final sentence of

Jesus’ reply to Nicodemus, the Pharisee who approached Jesus at night. as someone who had come from God and
seemed to want to be a follower of Jesus. Jesus greeted Nicodemus with the observation that one must be born
from above to see the Kingdom of God. The dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus that followed was about the
meaning of this phrase. Nicodemus misunderstood Jesus at every point, but there was no animosity in the questions
he posed to Jesus.
In the part of the conversation with Nicodemus in today’s Gospel, Jesus referred to an incident reported in the Old

Testament. When the Israelites grumbled against the Lord during their sojourn in the desert, God sent venomous
serpents to punish them for their complaints. The Israelites repented and asked Moses to pray for them. The Lord
heard Moses’ prayer and instructed him to make a bronze serpent and mount it on a pole. All who had been bitten by
a serpent and then looked upon the bronze serpent were cured. By recalling this story, Jesus alludes to the salvation
that would be accomplished through his death and Resurrection.
The second part of today’s Gospel is a theological reflection on Jesus’ words to Nicodemus. The Gospel of John is

known for this kind of reflection offered within the narrative. The words of the Evangelist are in continuity with the
words of the prologue to John’s Gospel. In these reflections, John elaborates on a number of themes that are found
in his Gospel: light and darkness, belief and unbelief, good and evil, salvation and condemnation.
In John’s reflection, we find an observation about human sinfulness. Jesus is the light that has come into the world,
but people preferred the darkness. We wish to keep our sins hidden, even from God. Jesus has come into the world
to reveal our sins so that they may be forgiven. This is the Good News; it is the reason for our rejoicing in this 
season of Lent and throughout our lives.

Just imagine that this Lent is going to be different from every other Lent we've
experienced. Imagine that there will be many graces offered us this year. Let's
even imagine that God is going to help transform our lives, with greater 
freedom, greater joy, and deeper desires for love and service.
Preparing our hearts is a process of preparing our desires. This means practic-
ing our sense of anticipation. If we imagine Lent as an "ordeal" or a time to
dread in some way, then we've already pre-disposed ourselves to not get very
much out of it. These days before Lent are a time to start anticipating some-
thing wonderful that is about to happen.
Our sense of excitement and anticipation will grow more easily if we begin to
imagine what God wants to give us. There is something coming that we can
truly look forward to. If we get too focused on ourselves and what we are going
to do or not do, we could risk missing the gift God wants to give us. We have to
keep aware of the fact that grace comes from God. This is about God's great
desire to bless us. With this mindset, it is easier for us to imagine that what we
really want to do is place ourselves in a space to receive what God wants to
give us.
We receive God’s gifts as body-persons. We experience things with our
senses, relish them with our imaginations, and share in God’s own creative
and loving activity when our hearts and hands work together for and with 
others.
We can let our homes be places full of the holy – things that help raise our
minds and hearts to God. Our world is full of so many images that lure our
minds and hearts elsewhere. Some symbols will carry the ongoing meaning we
give them, for us and for our families and loved ones.
We can make sure that we have a crucifix in a central place in our home during
Lent. A bowl of water on our dining room table can be transformed into a 
reminder of our preparing to renew our baptismal promises. A candle can be lit
at each meal to remind us of the light of Christ among us in Lent and to pre-
pare us for the new fire being lit at the Easter Vigil. Placing a Bible in a central
place in our home reminds us of the central place of God’s Word in our lives on
this Lenten journey.
This year’s Lent can be different. It will take an openness to God’s grace, a
deep desire to receive what is being offered us, and a few signs and symbols
to help us stay focused throughout the season. But if we do these things,
God’s desire for our hearts and our desire for greater union with God will meet.
Lent will no longer feel like a burden, but rather a blessing.

Fr. Charles and Fr. Vic will be attending the ordinations of
Fr. Jose Carlos Miguel Lopez, Fr Samuel Mungia and Fr.
Kenneth Wandera this Saturday in Cincinnati.  They will be
gone Friday and Saturday. Thanks the Lord for these new
priests that will serve in the rural and small towns in the
United States. Fr. Jose Carlos will have a Mass of Thanks-
giving on Sunday March 28th at the 9 AM and 12 Noon
Masses.

God, heavenly Father,
look upon me and hear my prayer
during this holy Season of Lent.
By the good works You inspire,
help me to discipline my body
and to be renewed in spirit.
Without You I can do nothing.
By Your Spirit help me to know what is
right
and to be eager in doing Your will.
Teach me to find new life through
penance.
Keep me from sin, and help me live
by Your commandment of love.
God of love, bring me back to You.
Send Your Spirit to make me strong

in faith and active in good works.
May my acts of penance bring me Your
forgiveness,
open my heart to Your love,
and prepare me for the coming feast
of the Resurrection of Jesus.
Lord, during this Lenten Season,
nourish me with Your Word of life
and make me one
with You in love and prayer.
Fill my heart with Your love
and keep me faithful to the Gospel of
Christ.
Give me the grace to rise above my
human weakness.
Give me new life by Your Sacraments,

especially the Mass.
Father, our source of life,
I reach out with joy to grasp Your hand;
let me walk more readily in Your ways.
Guide me in Your gentle mercy,
for left to myself I cannot do Your Will.
Father of love, source of all blessings,
help me to pass from my old life of sin
to the new life of grace.
Prepare me for the glory of Your 
Kingdom.
I ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Your Son,
Who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever.
Amen.

Lenten Activities: 
Every Friday after the 4:30
p.m. mass there will be 
Stations of the Cross.
The church will be open
Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. each day during Lent.
Studyof the Gospel of Mark
every Wednesday at
3:00PM if interested please
see Fr. Charles

How’s your Lent going? Still hanging on? Well, hope-
fully you noticed the pink vestments at Mass today.
They’re an indication that today is “Laetare Sunday,” a
moment to stop, rejoice, and remember that the diffi-
culties of Lent lead us to the joy of Easter. Today is a
reminder that we don’t practice penance and self-de-
nial so that we can “earn” or be rewarded with Easter.
Instead, it’s our confidence that the Easter victory has
already been won that allows us to joyfully embrace
this penitential season as an opportunity to grow closer
to God.

Something similar happens in today’s Gospel: Christ
reminds us that God has given his only Son; that the
light has come into the world; that the victory has al-
ready been won! We can live joyfully and love self-
lessly, even in the midst of life’s hardships and
uncertainties, because God’s love has conquered all.
Confidence in this truth has been a source of Christian
charity throughout the ages, from the heroic sacrifices
of the early martyrs to the selfless service of modern-
day saints like Mother Teresa. And it needs to animate
our lives today, too.

How might we love others if we were truly and com-
pletely convinced that God’s love is supreme—that it
wipes away our sins, our failings, and even the sting of
death? What would we be free to give that we currently
hold back, out of fear or self-preservation? Opportuni-
ties to love selflessly, as Christ and the saints did, sur-
round us—from reaching out to an elderly relative
experiencing loneliness, to giving generously to our
diocese’s Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Ministries.  Let’s
ask God for the grace to be more confident in his love,
so that we might love others more fully. 

Lenten Prayer for Spiritual Renewal


