From Page to Garden:
A Montessor1 Journey
Into Nature

Documenting the transition from theoretical
knowledge to active exploration.

CASE STUDY OVERVIEW

This documentation follows a child's self-directed journey
from a literacy activity inside the classroom to an independent
investigation of the outdoor environment. It highlights the
seamless transfer of concepts facilitated by a Montessori
environment that supports free movement and inquiry.




The Foundation:
Concrete to Abstract

OBSERVATION

The child is seated on a floor mat with the book ‘Bugs’.
She interacts with a set of plastic insect figures (spider,
frog, dragonfly) arranged on a white cloth, carefully
coordinating the physical objects with the book.

PEDAGOGICAL INSIGHT (LITERACY)

Object-Image Correspondence: By placing 3D toy
insects next to 2D illustrations, the child practices
connecting symbols to reality.

Vocabulary Building: This process helps her understand
that pictures represent real, physical objects.

Self-Regulation: The child is engaged independently,
demonstrating focus without direct adult intervention.



The Transition:
Kinesthetic Learning

OBSERVATION

The child leaves the mat and the book. She stands up to
engage with the physical environment, specifically
moving towards the architectural elements and indoor
greenery.

PEDAGOGICAL INSIGHT (PHYSICAL
DEVELOPMENT)

Freedom of Movement: Unlike traditional settings
where a child might remain at a desk, this environment
supports the urge to explore. el
The Kinesthetic Learner: The child absorbs informatiV"f'
through touch and movement. The physical act of -
standing up signals the shift from 'learning about' to
'investigating’.




Checking the
‘real’ world for
the concepts
found in the
book.
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Inquiry Indoors:
Searching for the Habitat

OBSERVATION

The child approaches a large potted plant. She
stands close to the pot, observing the leaves and
the soil intently.

PEDAGOGICAL INSIGHT (UNDERSTANDING
THE WORLD)

Transferring Knowledge: Fresh from studying
the ‘Bugs’ book, she is hypothesising that the
green leaves in the room might hold similar
creatures.

Care for Living Things: She observes the
environment without disturbing it, showing early
respect for nature.




Outdoor Application: Visual
Recognition 1in Context

OBSERVATION

The child moves to the outdoor garden bed. She
focuses on a decorative metal insect placed in the
planter.

PEDAGOGICAL INSIGHT (COGNITIVE TRANSFER)

Applied Literacy: She successfully applies the
visual recognition practiced on the mat to a new
context outdoors.

Pattern Recognition: Despite the ‘insect’ being a
metal decoration rather than a toy or a picture, she
identifies the form correctly within the foliage.



Perspective: A Bug’s
Eye View

OBSERVATION

The child crouches down low near a water

feature and low-lying plants. She observes a
sunflower decoration and the texture of the soil at
ground level.

PEDAGOGICAL INSIGHT (SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY)
Deep Observation: She physically lowers herself
to get a closer look—adopting the actual
perspective of a bug.

Habitat Exploration: This demonstrates curiosity
about the ground-level environment where
insects live, linking back to the ‘Understanding the
World' curriculum goal.




Educational Impact & Goals Met

Literacy

The child engaged with a text,
using props to decode meaning
and build vocabulary.

Understanding the World

The child investigated both indoor
and outdoor habitats,
demonstrating curiosity about
nature and identifying
representations of animals.

PSED

Personal, Social, and Emotional
Development. The child exercised
independence, planning her own
workflow from reading to exploring,
supported by a culture of
independent movement.



J
Bumblebee
Montessori House

The World is the Classroom

“When we allow children to follow their interests, a simple
book becomes a map for exploration. By supporting the
transition from the page to the garden, we turn curiosity

into deep understanding.”
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