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Tel: 757-826-7560 

 

E-mail: 

firstuccyo@verizon.net 

 

Website: 

www.firstucchampton.org 

 

 

 
 

 

Like us on Facebook 

First United Church of Christ 

Hampton 

First United Church  

of Christ  

1017 Todds Lane 

Hampton, VA 23666-1924 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, February 9th After Worship 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & Talent & 

Hobby Show 

February 25th @ 6pm 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 

February 26th @ 7pm 

Office hours: 

9am- 3pm    Monday 

9am- 3pm    Wednesday 

9am- 12pm  Friday 
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F i r s t  u n i t e d  c h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t ,  H a m p t o n ,  VA  

FEBRUARY 2020 

TOGETHER 
Worshiping God 

Growing Spiritually 

Serving Others 

F i r s t  ucc  

h a ppe n in gs  

No Exception 
  

For GOD so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal 

life.  John 3:16 (NIV)  
  

 I have a confession to make.  There are times when I am a little slow on the uptake.  Now donôt try to 
disagree, I have lived with myself for several years and happen to know it to be true. 
 As a child I, like many of you, I learned and recited John 3:16.  The problem is I just rattled the verse 
off and didnôt think about it.  Life went on.  I got in the mindset that there was no way that GOD would love 
me.  Not that He could not, but that He would not.  Why would He?  Why should He?  My answer, simply, He 
shouldnôt.  Anyone else been here? 
 Letôs take a moment to look at what Jesus tells Nicodemus in John 3:16.  Take a moment to read the 
verse, slowly, word by word.  Did you notice what it didnôt say?  It didnôt sayðexcept for ______ (fill in the 
blank).  We all have something we seem to put in the blankðour nationôs enemies, someone who has hurt 
you, someone who has hurt someone you love, or maybe we fill the blank with our nameðbecause some-
how our sin is so grievous to GOD that we are not able to be loved. 
 Fast forward to the cross.  Jesus is down to his final breaths.  Breathing has become labored, words 
are precious and measured.  What does He say?  ñFather, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing?ò (Luke 23:34).  If there was a time to be angry, now was it.  Does Jesus strike out and say Father for-
give themðexcept those who ridiculed me, except those who beat me, except those who nailed my 
flesh?  No!  Instead can you hear Jesusô heart?  ñFather forgive them.ò 
 Fast forward again.  Remember two men named Peter and Thomas.  I have a lot in common with 
them.  One man had said he would die for Jesus (John 13:37), then he denies knowing Jesus three times 
(John 18:17,25,26-27). Have you ever been willing to die for Jesus, just not live for Him if it means discom-
fort?  The other man had also been willing to die with Jesus (John 11:16); he then denies that Jesus could 
have risen from the dead, denying Jesusô deity (John 20:24-29).  
 I too have had moments when Iôve struggled to know my LORD.  That is why I added my name as 
the exception.  Why would GOD love me?  My sin was too great.  If we believe our sin is too great, then we 
believe a lie that is nowhere in Scripture.  Donôt listen to Satanôs lies (John 8:44).  Instead, letôs look at the 
truth.  Peter was forgiven (John 21:19).  Thomas was shown what he needed to see in order to believe (John 
20:27). There are countless exampleséand you and I are a couple of them. 
 What have you done that makes Satan taunt you, telling you that John 3:16 has exceptions?  Now go 
to the Truth.  ñFor GOD so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.ò  (John 3:16, NIV).  All that is required of you is belief, as I 
said before I am a Thomas, belief doesnôt come easyðI agonizedðbut GOD never left me; then when the 
time came, He gave me what I needed to believe. 
 Oh, and guess how long He plans on loving you.  Read the end of the verse.  He is giving you eternal 
life.  He plans on loving you for eternity and His plans are infallible.  Praise God we are His valentine! 
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From the Director of Music 
 

                 
 

Good Time Singers Programs 
The Good Time Singers are singing more programs at area retirement and rehab 
facilities.  Our schedule for Feb. is: 
 
Sun., Feb. 2 ï 10:30 am worship ï sing with Worship Ensemble (if you rehearsed  
 it) ñWalk in the Lightò 
Tues., Feb. 4 ï 1:30 pm ï rehearsal at church 
 (working on new music for Mar. 8 and Apr. 9 and 12) 
Tues., Feb. 11 ï 1:30 pm ï sing for The Hidenwood memory care unit 
 (50 Wellesley Dr., NN) 
Tues., Feb. 18 ï 2 pm ï sing for The Gardens at Warwick Forest 
 (1000 Old Denbigh Blvd., NN) 
Tues., Feb. 25 ï no afternoon rehearsal, but perform during the 6 pm Shrove 
 Tuesday Pancake Supper and Talent & Hobby Show (singing selection 
 from our program) 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Talent & Hobby Show 
Our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Talent & Hobby Show will be 
held at 6 pm on Tuesday, Feb. 25.  All those who are interested in performing 
or displaying their hobby should sign up on one of the two sign-up sheets that are 
posted in the church. One is on the door from the office/choir room area to the 
Sunday School hall, and the other is on the bulletin board at the end of that hall-
way.  Everyone is encouraged to be a part of the entertainment!  Invite your 
friends and neighbors too!   
 

Ash Wednesday Service on February 26 
This year our Ash Wednesday Service will be held at 7 pm on Wed., Feb. 26.  
Please join us in the Chapel for this very moving service and the marking with 
ashes.   
 

Men's Chorus Sing-In Church Dates 
The Men's Chorus will sing these anthems in church: 
Sun., Jan. 26 - ñWhen the Roll is Called Up Yonderò 
Sun., Feb. 23 - ñBrighter than the Sunò 
Tues., Feb. 25 ï 6 pm sing for the Shrove Tuesday Pan-
cake Supper/Talent & Hobby Show ñRailroad Medleyò 
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SUN                                                      MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     
 
 

 

 

1 

2 
Scout Sunday 
9:30am Sunday 
School 

10:30am Worship 
11:30am Heart2Heart 
Caf®  

11:30am Menôs  
    Chorus 
11:45 Deacons 
 
3pm Mary Swift Piano 
Recital  

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
1:30pm GTS       
Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Cub Scouts 

5 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Potterôs 
Place Practice 

6 
 
9:30am BROM at   
   Angeloôs 
 
11am Worship  
   Ensemble 
 
 
6pm Handbells 

7 
 

8 
 
 

9 
 
9:30amSunday 
School 

10:30am Worship 
11:30am Heart2Heart 
Caf®  

11:30am Annual  
    Congregational 
Meeting 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 
1:30pm GTS @ The 
Hidenwood 
(Memory Care 
Unit) 

 
 
6:30pm Cub Scouts 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Potterôs Place 
Practice 

  
 
 

13 
 
11am Worship 
Ensemble 

 
 
 
6pm Handbells 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
2pm Valentine  
  Dance to Benefit  
  Down Syndrome  
  Association of  
  Hampton Roads 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
9:30am Sunday 
School 

10:30am Worship 
11:30am  
    Conversational 
Meal 

 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
2pm GTS @ The 
Gardens at     
Warwick Forest 

 
 
 
6:30pm Cub Scouts 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Potterôs 
Place Practice 

7pm Order of the 
Arrow Meeting 

20 
 
11am Worship 
Ensemble 

 
 
 
6pm Handbells 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
9:30am Sunday 
School 

10:30am Worship 
11:30am Heart2Heart 
Caf®  

11:30am Menôs  
   Chorus 

24 
 
 

25 
 
No GTS 
 
 
 
6pm Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper & 
Talent & Hobby 
Show 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Ash  
    Wednesday   
Service 

27 
 
No Rehearsals 

28 29 
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All Church Ministry Meetings 

January 26, 2020 

 

Stewardship 

Chair:  Judith Coffman 

Members present: Nancy Cournoyer, Celia Smith, Marie Collins, Dianne Spencer 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to all for their 2020 estimate of giving. 

 

Music and Arts 

Chair:  Dianne Forbes; Diane Drury ex-officio 

Members present: The Quach family, Myles & Bryan Quach-Yeargin, Libbie Smith 

Plans for the next 4 months: 1) Prepare for Shrove Tuesday pancake supper/talent & 

hobby expo. 2) Participation in Ash Wednesday service Feb. 26th in chapel. 3) GTS 

continue with their outreach programs at local senior places. 4) Prepare music for 

Maundy Thursday & Easter Sunday services. 5) Participate in Installation service for 

Rev. Ed Lilley 

Long range plans: Add persons to music ministry; possibility to add music videos to 

service. 

 

Building and Grounds 

Chair:  Charley Bocklet 

Members present: Judith Coffman, Troy Smith, Kevin Yeargin, Doyle Eckert, Ernest 

Hamlin 

Plans for the next 4 months: 1) Boiler inspection (due Feb. 8th). 2) East wing gutters. 

3) Playground: mulch and seat, swingset screw caps. 4) Level west wing a/c unit. 5) 

Clean drain of a/c unit. 

Long range plans: Service remaining (2) a/c units for classrooms. Saturday, March 

28th will be a church workday after the drive-thru breakfast. 

 

Wider Missions/Outreach 

Chairs:  Pat Kline, Carol Diehl 

Members present: Megan, Nick & Betsy Bocklet; Kris, Gail & Tony Nelson, Vinton 

Gates 

Plans for the next 4 months: 1) Blanket Sunday Feb. 9th or 16th. 2) Resume drive-

thru breakfast in March. 3) Lenten project: health kitsï all of March, end April 5th. 

Long range plans: Food gathering in summer. 
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Our Ash Wednesday Service and     

Imposition of Ashes will take place on 

February 26th, in the chapel, at 7pm. 

 

February Worship Services at 10:30am 
 
 

February 2nd: I am HereðJohn 1:1-14 & 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 

February 9th: I Give ItðJohn 1:1-14 & Psalm 112:1-9 

 

February 16th: I Have Come 

 

February 23rd: Dazzling Reign 

SCOUT SUNDAY 

February 2, 2020 

The Scouts will be participating in the  

leadership of our worship service. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

AFTER WORSHIP 

FEBRUARY 9, 2020 
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Warehouse or Wilderness 

In an essay, ñThe Warehouse and Wilderness,ò 
Scott   Russell Sanders (A Conservationist       
Manifesto) compares two guiding but rival          
narratives.  The one goes like this:   

ñA long while ago the universe burst into being out of the void by accident.  . . . two-legged 
creatures arrive on the scene with no more purpose, meaning, or mission that any other par-
cels of matter.  They walk around briefly on this minor planet, amid random stuff which they 
name and manipulate and use as they see fit, and they fall apart and become stuff in turn.ò
 p. 78 

This story which Sanders has labeled as the Warehouse story portrays the world as a 
chance collection of stuff that we, a chance creation, are free to exploit, reassemble and 
consume.  It is a story we have all lived to some degree. 

In contrast, his other guiding and rival narrative is the Wilderness story which he tells like 
this: 

ñOur planet is a great community of creatures bound together by a web of  relationships . . .. 
Humans, as bearers of consciousness, also bear a special responsibility to learn what we 
can of the laws that govern this evolutionary process, to align ourselves with the powers at 
work in the world, and to care for one another and for all sentient beings.  Everything we do 
takes place within the great community of living things, . . .ò  p. 80 

Inside one narrative we dwell in chaos and chance; in the other, we live in an ordered      
cosmos with purpose.  In one, if we wish to eat endangered whale, why not?   We live in a 
warehouse stocked for us.  In the other, we are compelled to treat others as we wish to be 
treated.  In one, appetites are to be indulged.  In the other, appetites are to be aligned with 
those of others; after all, we live in a web of relationships to be nurtured.   

Stories have consequences and the narrative by which you live by makes a difference for 
you and for all around you.  Stewardship reveals our discipleship and equips in the struggle 
with the competing narratives in each of our lives.  We know the tension that resides in each 
of us between the warehouse and wilderness narratives, between the ñI wantò and ñletôs 
shareò narrative.  Jesusô narratives  contrast the reign of God with the reign of Caesar.   You 
have your own competing stories.  A few of mine are:     

¶ I am all for reducing carbon and Iôm flying to see family. 

¶ I am all for health care for all and I am also satisfied with my current insurance. 

¶ I am all for affordable housing and I have benefited from the deductibility of mortgage 
interest. 

¶ I am all for justice, equity and equality; and I have benefited from privilege. 
 

Walking in the way of Jesus, stewardship, is challenging as narratives in our life clash.  
Thus, we join with one another to remember the larger narrative of Godôs grace and Godôs 
call to stay on message, on the way.  

òI am the way, the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to God except 

through me.ó  John 14:6 
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FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

4 Keith Lawson 

 

5 Trevor Scherrer 

 

5 Serena Fischer 

 

9 Jen Abbott 

 

9 Karen Stevens 

 

12   Helen Speight 

(turning 102!) 

 

13   Paige Nolin 

 

18  Nancy Cournoyer 

 

18   Holly Cox 
 

 

 

If you have a birthday and itôs 

not on the list, please let us 

know so we can  

correct our records. 

 
 

 
 

FebruaryAnniversaries 
 
 
 
 

Troy & Kathy Rary  Feb. 7th 
 

Ray & Jennifer Highsmith  Feb. 18th 
 

Guy & Jeanine Scherrer  Feb. 29th 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have an anniversary in February,  
March, or April, please let us know,  
so we can correct our records. 

 

Flowers on the Altar :   

 
 

The poinsettias were beautiful in our Sanctuary during 

the months of December and January. Thank you to all 

for your generous gifts, and thank you to Nhu Yeargin. 

Flower arrangements for our Worship Services are al-

ways appreciated. 

 

Contact person: Pat Kline. 

Brotherhood  of  Retired  Old  Men (BROM)   
Breakfast 

 

February 6th 
 9:30am Angeloôs Restaurant,  
J. Clyde Morris Blvd. in  
Newport News. 




