Preparing Mesa Cortina
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FIRE & EMS Mesa Cortina Firewise Committee & Hannah Ohlson, Summit Fire & EMS Fuels Specialist
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Fire Risk and Fire Mifigation

~ FIRST: HOW DO HOMES CATCH ON FIRE? (HINT: EMBERS VS. FLAMES)
~ HOME HARDENING VS. HOME IGNITION ZONES

~ Home hardening: how resistant the infrastructure of your home is to flaming
cask

The home ignition zones: the first 100 feet around a home (and sometim
volatile fuels, etc). Defensible space is the area around a home that hg
reduce risk of structure loss by removing and reducing woody fuels.

Structural Ignitability Defensible Space
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ZOME 1: ZOME 2: 5-30 FEET ZONE 3: 20-100 FEET
0-5 FEET




Wildfire preparedness:

: https://youtu.be/QQIHtMQ_y5k
Structure Hardening = X 5



https://youtu.be/QQIHtMQ_y5k

Wildfire preparedness: Home
lgnition Zones (HIZ)




When Home
lgnition Zones
overlap

» Wildfire mitigation requires
care and regard for the
entire neighborhood; even if
your personal risk tolerance is
high, your neighbor’s might
not be.

» Structure-to-structure spread
can be prevented through
mifigation between homes.

MITIGATED LARGE LOT RESIDENTIAL
OVERLAPPING HOME IGNITION ZONES

ZONE2 Spaced, Pruned, and Limited
Low-Growing Surface Vegetation

ZONE3 Thinned, Pruned Trees, and Reduc
Surface Vegetation




Structure Tricage 10Is
How firefighters make
decisions fo defend
homes during a wildfire

» Firefighters assess structure
survivability in a triage process and Md,m,mm,,

sort homes into categories: _ ’ l" ‘*'
» Defensible - Prep & Hold Wa htte? Dsfenslble

d-ﬂne bek:w Prasent ?

» Defensible — Standalone 3"°°‘“’"°‘°“’”““"'“ SpecialNotesorHazards
WATER TAN k.
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» Non-Defensible — Prep and

Leave
» Non-Defensible — Rescue Drive- Rm,c,,.,sasw
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» Sorting depends on the home, : R > U 1o the assigned resource

terrain, ingress/egress, adjacent
fuels, LCES, fire conditions,
resources




- Insurance
Considerations

» Annually: update p
agent, verify suffici

»Regularly: Inven

- contents. Photog

- photos of rooms,
- important docum
- especially valuabil
~consider professiona

nd

~ pIn this era of insurance difficulties: Inquire
with insurer about mitigation steps, shop
around, understand your policy. Some
Insurance companies value mitigation work
and others don't, but it never hurts to do it.




How the work
gets done In
Summit County

» Homeowners do work in
Home Ignition Zones & on
their acreage with RX help
from fire districts

» Summit County Hazardous
Fuels Reduction Grants &
County chipping program

» County, Towns, Colorado
State FS & USFS ongoing
mitigation work

» Prescribed fire




The Wildfire
Preparedness
Take-Away:

Prepare your property to
survive a wildfire by performing
home hardening and fuels
reduction.

Prepare yourself by making
sure you're aware of wildfire risk
and alerted of evacuations.

Get your neighborhood
involved.

Share the information, make a

plan, have community work
days, prepare for wildfire
together.

Is Your Home FireWise®?
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