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BY ANDREW DILLON

Welcome to the South West Slopes e-newsletter. 

Firstly, I would like to introduce a new
permanent staff member to our district and
FCC – Cameron Livolsi. Cameron has worked
for the RFS for 3 years, and comes to us from
the Bland Temora RFS Zone. Cameron is an
Operational Officer, Level 2 and will be
working alongside Jock in Community Risk, as
well as assisting with Fleet Management.
Cameron is originally from Young and is
looking forward to working with our members
across the district.

As you may be aware, David Lee is currently on
Long Service Leave until mid-October 2026,
where he will transition into retirement from the
NSW Rural Fire Service. David has worked for the
SWSZ for the past 11 years undertaking the roles
of Learning and Development, and more recently,
Fleet Management. I am sure David is enjoying
his leave and looking forward to his official
retirement. 
I would like to thank David for his leadership in
training, fleet management, and operations. His
knowledge and experience within our district will
be missed.
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As I write this column, the RFS Commissioner Trent
Curtin has advised that the ownership and
management of the RFS Firefighting Fleet will
transfer from local Councils to the RFS on the 1st of
July 2027. 
This reform delivers on recommendations of the
Public Accounts Committee Inquiry into the RFS Red
Fleet and responds to longstanding challenges
in maintaining a large and diverse fleet across the
state. 
We will keep our members informed as the transition
is undertaken.

The Biennial South West Slopes District Exercise is
being held at the Harden FCC on Sunday, 20th
September 2026. I would like to encourage as many
brigades and members as possible to attend. 
The district exercise is a terrific opportunity to
refresh your skills, catch up with members from
across the district, and hopefully learn something
new. A story on the upcoming exercise, and how to
nominate your brigade, features on the next page of
this newsletter.

Thanks again for everything you do for your
community! I hope you enjoy this issue of the South
West Slopes e-newsletter.

Stay safe
Andrew
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Fire season preparations start long before the first smoke
sighting...

Sunday 20  of September 2026, members from across the South West Slopes Zone
and surrounds will come together at the Harden Fire Control Centre for the biennial
district exercise.

th

Starting at 7:30am and going through until approximately 4:30 pm, this year's
district exercise promises a full day of hands-on learning, practical scenarios,
friendly competition, and valuable opportunities to sharpen skills in a supportive,
no-pressure environment.

Whether you are a new member looking to build on your skills and confidence, or an
experienced firefighter wanting to refresh and expand your knowledge, the exercise
has something for everyone with an added bonus! 
Prizes, giveaways, and the highly sought-after award for the Safest Crew of the Day
will be presented at the conclusion of the exercise.
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LIGHTS, SIRENS, ACTION! 2026 DISTRICT EXERCISE
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Lights, Sirens, Action! 2026 District Exercise Continued...
The action will begin from 7:30am, with breakfast available to fuel the crews for the
busy day ahead. The briefing will start at 8:00am. 

Following the briefing, participants will move through a series of realistic training
scenarios designed to strengthen individual skills, improve teamwork, and build
operational capability ahead of the upcoming fire season.

The day will feature a diverse range of scenarios and practical skill stations,
including:

Technology & Incident Management
Mobile Data Terminals
Radio Communications
Fireground Management
Starlink Operations First Aid Essentials

Burns
Bites
Breaks
And much more...

Village Fire Operations
Structure and Vehicle Fire Response
Breathing Apparatus Operations
Fireground Safety

Fire Investigation
Protecting and Preserving Scenes
Fireground Investigation Awareness

Pumping & Water Supply
Pump Operations
Hose Deployment
Water Management Techniques

As the fire season approaches, there is no better time to refresh existing skills, learn
new ones and ensure crews are ready for whatever challenges lie ahead.

Members will be able to reconnect with members from neighbouring brigades, share
experiences, exchange knowledge and build the relationships that are so important
when working together during incidents.

Brigades are encouraged to register their attendance through the South West
Slopes Portal by completing the Jotform in the Training Tab by clicking here,   or
simply contact the Fire Control Centre to register a crew and tanker.

Mark the date in your diary! Sunday the 20  of September 2026 at 7:30am. Come
along, get involved, learn something new and help make this year's District Exercise
the biggest and best yet!

th

https://swsz.com.au/training-nomination
https://swsz.com.au/training-nomination


The South West Slopes Zone has fire protection
responsibilities for approximately 90 kilometres of the
Hume Highway running from Berremangra in the north
to Mundarlo in the south. On average about 11,200
vehicles travel this section of the Hume each day,
including 4,500 heavy vehicles and 6,700 light vehicles. 

It is important to recognise the significant contribution
that several of our brigades undertake by attending
Motor Vehicle Accidents (MVAs) on the Hume Highway.
These brigades provide crucial support to motorists
and emergency services across the districts busiest
road corridors.

With such high traffic volumes, motor vehicle accidents
are a somewhat regular occurrence. Incidents can range
from a minor single vehicle incident with no injuries,
through to multiple heavy vehicle collisions involving
full highway closures, significant damage/cost, injuries
and in the worst cases, loss of life. 

At any one of these incidents there will be an RFS crew
or multiple crews in attendance to provide fire
protection/suppression, assisting other emergency
services, managing hazards, and supporting motorists
who may be experiencing one of the most challenging
moments of their lives.

KEEPING THE HUME MOVING...
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Our brigades that have jurisdiction along the South West
Slopes stretch of the Hume Highway include:

Berremangra
Jugiong
Coolac
North Gundagai
South Gundagai
Tumblong
Mundarlo

While these brigades form the backbone of the districts
highway response capability, larger or more complex
incidents regularly require assistance from neighbouring
brigades and districts. In turn, South West Slopes crews
frequently provide support beyond district boundaries
when required. 

From 1 July 2025 until the end of June 2026, SWSZ brigades
attended 55 motor vehicle accidents, including truck fires on
the Hume Hwy. This figure does not include grass or bush
fires that occurred adjacent to the roadway. It is common for
up to six RFS appliances (sometimes more) to attend a fully
involved truck fire on the Hume Highway, and especially
during summer where there is a greater risk of the fire
spreading into grass and scrub on the highway verges. 
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Keeping the Hume Moving Continued...

Motor vehicle accidents on the Hume Highway rarely
involve a single organisation. Depending on the nature
and complexity of the incident, responses often require
close cooperation between the Rural Fire Service, NSW
Police, NSW Ambulance, the State Emergency Service,
Fire and Rescue NSW, and Transport for NSW.

The effectiveness of these responses relies heavily on
strong inter-agency relationships, coordinated decision-
making and clear communication under often difficult
and rapidly changing conditions.
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past year
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An example of a recent complex incident occurred in Mundarlo’s brigade area on
the night of the 29  of April 2026, where crews were called to a truck alight near
Mount Adrah on the Hume Highway. 

th

The incident involved a B-double with both the prime mover and the A-trailer
alight. The incident required:

1 x Cat 1 from Mundarlo brigade 
2 x Cat 1 from Tarcutta brigade
1 x SWS RFS Group Captain
Fire Rescue NSW from Gundagai
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Keeping the Hume moving Continued...

One of the south bound lanes of the Hume was closed, with traffic being controlled
by NSW Police and Transport for NSW. RFS crews worked to extinguish the fire,
with FRNSW decanting fuel that was leaking.

The ongoing commitment shown by brigades protecting the Hume Highway
corridor deserves recognition. Volunteers regularly leave their homes, workplaces,
and families at all hours of the day and night to attend incidents that can be
physically demanding, technically complex, and emotionally challenging.

Whether attending a minor crash, a serious collision, or a fully involved truck fire,
these crews provide an essential service to the travelling public and contribute
significantly to keeping one of Australia's busiest freight and transport routes
operating safely.

The recent Mt Adrah truck fire serves as just one example of the important work
undertaken by highway brigades every week. It is an opportunity to acknowledge
and thank the volunteers from Berremangra, Jugiong, Coolac, North Gundagai,
South Gundagai, Tumblong, and Mundarlo brigades, along with supporting brigades
and partner agencies for the outstanding service they provide to the South West
Slopes community. 

1 x Cat 1 from Tumblong brigade
1 x Cat 1 from South Gundagai brigade. 
Transport for NSW
NSW Police



COMMUNITY EDUCATION TRAILER 
- Taking Fire Safety on the Road

“...provides
brigades with

a powerful
tool to

connect with
local

communities”

The newly built Community Education trailer provides
brigades with a powerful tool to connect with local
communities. 
Designed specifically with community events in mind,
the trailer provides brigades with a professional and
highly visible platform to showcase the work of the
Rural Fire Service whilst delivering important safety
information to residents and general members of the
public.

Funded through the NSW Rural Fire Service
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) Fund, the trailer
represents a significant investment in community
education, with a total value of $42,000.
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From preparedness and planning, to bush fire
awareness and hazard reduction, the trailer gives
volunteers everything they need to have meaningful
face-to-face conversations with members of the
public.

Although recently delivered, the trailer has already
been put to work across the district. It has featured at
school career education days in Young, Boorowa, and
Cootamundra helping students gain a better
understanding of emergency services and volunteer
opportunities within the RFS.



The trailer has also supported this year's Gumtree meetings, along with several
local community engagement events, proving its versatility and value as a mobile
education resource.
The new trailer isn't just eye-catching, it's packed with features designed to make
community engagement easier and more effective. Stocked with a range of bush
fire safety publications, educational resources and engagement tools, it provides
brigades with everything needed to support public information activities.
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Community Education Trailer Continued...

These additions help ensure volunteers can comfortably operate the trailer during
long events whilst creating an attractive and welcoming space for visitors.

Importantly, this isn't a resource intended for just a handful of events or brigades.
The trailer has been purchased for the benefit of the entire South West Slopes
Zone and is available for brigades to utilise at community engagement activities
throughout the year.
Whether supporting a local show, school visit, field day, festival or preparedness
event, brigades are encouraged to take advantage of this valuable new resource. 

Community education remains one of the most effective ways to reduce risk and
improve preparedness across the district, it is a valuable addition to the South
West Slopes Zone.

Brigades interested in booking the Community Education trailer for an upcoming
event are encouraged to contact the Fire Control Centre to arrange availability. 

The trailer also includes:

A small Weber BBQ to support
engagement activities
A power management system
A refrigerator for food and
refreshments
Storage for educational resources
and equipment
A large 180-degree awning
providing shade and shelter
throughout the day
A MDT and Portable Radio
Communications for incidents



Two of our young valuable members – Oscar Philp and
Katie Paulissen from Cootamundra HQ Brigade were
showcased by the RFS during Youth Week this year. 

Both Oscar and Katie are a significant part of their
brigade, local communities, and the South West Slopes
district. Their involvement within the brigade and their
own personal development in training within the RFS
is enabling them to gain the relevant skills and
experience which may one day see them move
towards a more leadership role within the RFS. 

When asked what their journey with the RFS looked
like, and what opportunities stood out along the way,
Oscar said “The opportunities within the RFS are
extensive – from assisting at community events, to
seeing the relief on people’s faces when you arrive at
an incident to help. Even small moments like
participating in Santa runs and seeing the smiles on
kids’ faces are incredibly rewarding. The RFS has given
me a strong sense of purpose within my community,
along with valuable life skills such as communication,
teamwork and problem-solving. It has also allowed me
to build lasting friendships and continue learning in a
practical, hands-on environment”

Katie and Oscar also commented that they are a part
of a close-knit team that supports one another, and a
connection that makes it feel like you are part of a big
family. 

Comments like these from two young members are a
credit to the excellent work that Captain Adam
Manwaring, Group Officer Marc Bickerdike, and their
team at the Cootamundra HQ brigade have been doing
to ensure that their members feel valued, supported,
and proud to be a part of the brigade. Well done on
your efforts and the mentoring that you are all
providing to the members.

RFS YOUTH WEEK - 
COOTAMUNDRA HQ
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It’s always great to see such young
and passionate members within our
district showcasing their stories and
experiences within the RFS. 

Below is the article that was shared
by the NSW Rural Fire Service
during Youth Week.

Every day, young members across the RFS make vital contributions to their
communities, and Oscar Philp and Katie Paulissen from the Cootamundra
Headquarters Brigade are no exception.

 Katie joined the RFS less than a year ago but says it already feels like home. “I’ve
been in the brigade for about eight months, but it feels like it’s been forever,” she
says. Inspired by her father, a long-time RFS member, Katie quickly found her
place. “It doesn’t just feel like something you do when you’re bored, the connection
makes it feel like you’re part of a big family.” 

 Oscar has been a member for nearly three years and was inspired to join after a
conversation with his grandfather. “I knew I wanted to contribute to my community
but hadn’t found the right path, until that moment,” he says. Since joining, Oscar
has attended a range of incidents and continued developing his skills, which he
says are also highly valuable in the workplace. 

 For Katie, her first call stands out as a defining moment, when she had the
opportunity to join an out-of-area strike team travelling to Temora to support local
communities. For Oscar, a large-scale hazard reduction burn demonstrated the
importance of teamwork, as aircraft and ground crews operated seamlessly
together. 

 Like other young members, their message to other young people is simple: give it
a go. “I would most definitely recommend joining the RFS, it’s the best thing you
could ever do,” says Katie. Oscar agrees, adding, “It gives you the opportunity to
give back to your community, build valuable skills and create memories that will
last a lifetime.”

RFS Youth Week - Cootamundra HQ Continued...
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FIREFIGHTER 1 AND 2 TRAINING - TUMBLONG
Local Firefighters Strengthen Skills Through Successful
Training at Tumblong

Tumblong Brigade hosted a highly successful Firefighter 1 and 2 training course at
their station in June. A total of 20 members took part in the course, with
participants from Tumblong, Mundarlo, Nangus, Darbalara, North Gundagai, and
South Gundagai brigades. 

The training provided volunteers with the opportunity to gain valuable operational
knowledge and practical experience whilst learning alongside fellow members from
neighbouring brigades. Working together in a learning environment like this, helps
foster teamwork, encourages the sharing of knowledge and experience, and
enhances cooperation during incidents and major campaign fires.

The success of the course was made possible through the commitment and hard
work of a dedicated group of volunteers and trainers. Special thanks to Stephen
Luff, Chris Peel, Kevin Paton, Dan Luff, Megan Luff and John Eccleston, whose
efforts in organising, delivering and supporting the training ensured a positive
experience for all participants.

By hosting a course at a brigade station, participants are able to access training
opportunities closer to home, reducing travel requirements whilst ensuring they
remain equipped with the skills needed to support their communities during
emergencies.
Where brigades can attract sufficient participant numbers and work together with
neighbouring brigades, support is available to help make these training
opportunities a reality.

Captains and Group Captains are encouraged to engage with nearby brigades and
promote upcoming training activities among their members. By collaborating at a
local level, brigades can maximise participation, minimise travel commitments and
create opportunities for volunteers to meet and learn alongside like-minded
members from across the district.

The strong turnout and enthusiastic participation at Tumblong demonstrates the
value of locally delivered training.
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Firefighter 1 and 2 training - Tumblong
Continued...
The accompanying photograph was taken inside the training
and meeting room at Tumblong Fire Station, where much of
the classroom-based learning was conducted throughout the
course.
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The Young Brigade has unveiled a new look Category 1 tanker, wrapped in the
striking artwork "One Fire, Shared Purpose", created for the NSW Rural Fire
Service by Young-based artist and cultural educator Stewart James. The artwork
represents the strength, unity and shared commitment of the people who serve
and protect communities across the Western Area.

The vibrant design transforms the tanker into more than just a firefighting
appliance, it becomes a moving symbol of connection, cooperation and
community spirit. "One Fire, Shared Purpose" reflects the collective efforts of
volunteers, staff, families and communities who come together in times of need.

The artwork compliments the tanker's operational markings, with colours that
blend with the familiar RFS red, yellow and white. The result is a vehicle that not
only performs a critical role on the fireground but also serves as a powerful
ambassador for inclusiveness and community engagement.

When the opportunity arose for the brigade to receive the artwork wrap, the
Young brigade executive quickly recognised its significance. Brigade Captain John
Tarrant identified the potential for the project to assist in strengthening
connections with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people whilst also creating
opportunities to engage more broadly with the wider community. The initiative
received support from the Young Aboriginal Lands Council, highlighting the
collaborative approach that helped bring the project to life.
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YOUNG BRIGADE TANKER ARTWORK - 
“One Fire, Shared Purpose” Stewart James
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The newly wrapped tanker will feature prominently at a range of upcoming
community events, where brigade members will proudly showcase both the vehicle,
and the story behind the artwork. 

The brigade and tanker most recently attended NAIDOC Week celebrations at
Young Hospital, featuring a Welcome to Country, smoking ceremony, and morning
tea. The tanker was a welcomed inclusion with attendees admiring the artwork and
posing in front of the tanker for photos.
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Young Brigade Tanker Artwork Continued...

The brigade is scheduled to attend the Young Show in September, where visitors
will have the chance to view the tanker up close and learn more about the meaning
and inspiration behind the design.

Thank you to the support of the Young Rural Fire Brigade, Young Aboriginal Lands
Council and the creativity of local artist Stewart James, that message is now
travelling the district in unmistakable style.

If you are interested in finding out more about the artwork and its meaning please contact
the FCC.
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Five Gumtree meetings were held this year throughout
April at Rye Park, Frogmore, Gundagai, Gobarralaong
and Harden. 
The morning meetings, starting at 8am were down on
numbers from previous years, with 31 members in
attendance. However, the feedback and discussions
were meaningful which always helps the district staff
understand the key items our members are thinking
about.

The top three items raised during these meetings then
become a focus point for the district staff.

Just a reminder – A Gumtree meeting is where the
District Manager invites members to a neutral location
(normally under a gumtree) and encourages attendees
to speak freely about RFS matters. A BBQ is cooked
and thoughts are documented on butcher’s paper.

The top three items raised at this this year’s five
gumtree meetings were:

The e-membership process – concerns were raised
at 4 of the 5 meetings about it being difficult for
people to join the RFS online.

The RFS drill shirts should stay yellow – this was
raised at 3 of the 5 meetings where attendees
support the move to a more comfortable cut shirt,
but do not want the colour of the shirts to be black.
Members advised that they want the new style
shirts to stay yellow.

Fire trail questions and requests for specific fire
trails – this was raised at 2 of the 5 meetings with
specific questions centred around local fire trails.

Other singular items that were brought up during the
meetings included – Magnetic radio handpiece holders,
PPE being worn at every job, brigade recruitment and
questions on tanker servicing.

2026 GUMTREE MEETINGS
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2026 Gumtree Meetings Continued...
So, what is the FCC doing about these
issues raised?

The e-membership process – The FCC can arrange to
send someone to your AGM with a computer to sign
potential new members up on the night. This can
occur an hour before the meeting starts. 

The FCC can also sign potential new members up over
the phone, as long as they are able to provide copies
of the required identification documents to the FCC in
advance. A list of identification documents can be
provided prior to the phone call so that they know
what they need to provide. 

It is also likely in the near future that a paper
membership form can be used under certain
circumstances.

The RFS drill shirts should stay yellow – this matter
has been raised at the Command Leadership Team
level, as well as through the workplace health and
safety HSR state level group.

Fire trail questions and requests for specific fire
trails – The SWSZ has a draft Next Generation Fire
Access and Fire Trail (FAFT) Plan completed. 
The South West Slopes Bush Fire Management
Committee developed this plan in consultation with
senior volunteers and land management agencies.
Funding is extremely limited across the State for fire
trail work, Priority strategic trails within this plan may
be funded in the future.

Top three items
raised in 2026:

The e-membership
process

RFS drill shirts
should remain

yellow

Fire Trail questions
and requests for

specific fire trails

Want to come along
and have your say?

 
Keep an eye out for
the 2027 Gumtree
meeting dates and
locations to be held
in March next year



During damaging storm events, the SES, local Councils, and
other agencies, including the RFS are all likely to be
activated to ensure the community remains safe from flood
damage and debris. In these circumstances the RFS is
commonly dispatched to assist with trees down on roads. In
situations where numerous trees are down on multiple high
use roads, the RFS is likely to be the closest emergency
vehicle that can clear a tree, or stop motorists from colliding
with a tree in a particular area.

During localised severe storm events where multiple 000
calls are made by the public, the RFS will be activated to
respond to ‘Tree down – Incident calls’ to ensure motorists
are kept safe by reducing their risk of injury, or fatality, by
driving into a large tree in the middle of a road.

On the night of the 1  of July 2026 during a damaging storm
event, several RFS crews were paged and dispatched around
the district to deal with multiple trees that had fallen onto
and blocked roads. 

st

Unfortunately, there have been cases where motorists have
been seriously injured, or killed as a result of colliding with a
tree that has fallen onto a road. RFS brigades play a pivotal
role in keeping the community safe during these incidents,
particularly when all emergency services are stretched to
capacity. 

We appreciate your brigade turnout and ask that you please
continue to undertake this important line of work when
requested.
Thankyou.
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ATTENDING ‘TREE DOWN’ INCIDENT 
CALLS DURING STORMS
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