WACCRA Board Meeting
February 13, 2026 (Zoom)


ATTENDEES:

Board: Laura Saunders, President; Kim Hickman, Vice-President; Nickie Askov, Secretary; Kip Smith, Treasurer, Membership; Monica Clement, Barb Horrell, Steve Neville
Membership Liaisons: Celie Brown (Timber Ridge), Marge Kemp-Williams (Bayview), Denise Lentini (Hearthstone), Tom Sakata (Skyline), Jerry Tuttle (Parkshore), Lynne Werner (Mirabella)
Senior Lobby Representative:  Barb Williams
Technology Coordinator:  Rick Baugh

(Boldface print is used to indicate that action will be taken.)

STUDY SESSION 

Legislative session review: Kim provided an update of the legislative session.  The WACCRA-supported bill (HB 2384) has passed the House Health and Wellness Committee, Appropriations Committee, and is currently in the Rules Committee before going to the House floor for a vote.  Unfortunately, the requirement for actuarial reporting is now required only of Type A CCRCs (Emerald Heights, Skyline, Heron’s Key, and Timber Ridge).  The fiscal note of $250,000 for the first two years with $20,000 each year after was reduced to $104,000 for the first two years with $10,000 each year after.  The Department of Social and Health Services will post findings from the OIC reviews.  Since no companion bill exists in the Senate, the Legislative Committee wants the House bill heard in the Health and Long-Term Care Committee chaired by Senator Cleveland.  However, she has not supported the bill although some of her committee members are supportive.  Conversations with Leading Age reveal that it is concerned about the expenses of the actuarial reporting although apparently CCRCs do the analyses but do not report the results to residents or publicly.  These expenses would be paid by the CCRCs in the form of increased registration fees (about .2% of the monthly fees).  The important piece of this legislation must include an independent review.  Otherwise, WACCRA will not support the legislation.  Next year Representative Macri has agreed to support a bill that calls for actuarial reviews for Type B CCRCs and an independent review by the OIC.  WACCRA will prioritize the Senate next year.  In the meantime, Kim hopes that market forces will encourage Type B CCRCs to report actuarial analyses as Type A CCRCs are mandated to do so.  

Membership Outreach: Kip reported on the numbers of membership renewals, sign-ups from new residents, and donations received so far.  A few members from Panorama and other CCRCs without Liaisons are renewing or joining. Horizon House and Emerald Heights are in need of Liaisons to increase their numbers.  The Liaisons at the meeting shared their membership efforts and ideas.  Lynne reported that a Lifetime member was confused about whether or not they owe annual dues.  Laura said that she would write to the Lifetime members to thank them for their membership and encourage them to donate the WACCRA.  She also said that she would write to members who donated $50 or more to thank them.  (Lifetime membership is no longer an option.)

BUSINESS MEETING (called to order at 10:50)

Approval of the Consent Agenda
Minutes: Approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Approved.  Laura praised Kip for his new reporting style.  She also recognized Barb’s hard work when she became Treasurer.  The board approved direct deposits for Donna Christensen instead of paper checks.  WACCRA is now reinstated with the IRS through the work of a consultant.  

Committee Reports
Legislation: Kim gave her report during the Study Session.

Membership:  Kip reported that WACCRA has a total of 1,288 members. Tom pointed out the difficulty of mailing membership checks to Kip—that he had mailed over $3K of checks from Skyline that Kip said he had not received.  Tom requested that this issue be discussed at the next board meeting.  

Communications:  Monica reviewed the various projects of the committee which is suspending its regular monthly meetings until the need for action arises.  (The NewsMails are handled by Kip who is not a committee member.)  Monica will continue to do the website updates, but she would like someone else to take over when her term as a board member ends.  Some copies of the Consumer Guide have been distributed, specifically to Teresa Byers (Elder Lawyer who is a friend of Katherine Pearson) and Kathy Knight, Director of the WA Area Agencies on Aging.  Rick, who is in charge of distribution, was urged to keep a record of those who receive copies.  He reported that NaCCRA has prominently posted the Consumer Guide on their website.  The board approved a motion that the Communications Committee be commended for its work.  Finally, Monica reported that the committee recommends that the discussion of affiliate membership in NaCCRA be added to next month’s agenda.

Senior Lobby:  Barb Williams stated that Senior Lobby meets on the second Monday of the month, 10:00-12 noon.  It does not advocate for certain positions, but it does provide a forum for members to present their legislative activity.  Barb pointed out that local Area Agencies on Aging do take positions. (It would be helpful for WACCRA to be represented on these boards.)  AARP WA also advocates legislation related to issues on aging.

Succession Planning: The board currently has only 8 out of a possible 11 members. The positions of President, Secretary, Communications Committee chair and members, and Liaisons are needed for next year’s slate.  Laura urged the board to identify new people who can join a committee and/or attend board meetings with the possibility of becoming a board member.  Marge suggested that a training manual for liaisons would be helpful as well as talking points for WACCRA membership.  At Jerry’s request to receive meeting materials earlier, Laura said that she would send out a draft agenda earlier with a call for additions as needed.

The Board Meeting was adjourned at noon.  The next board meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 13, 2026, 10:00-12:00 by Zoom.  


Respectfully submitted:  Nickie Askov, Secretary

Zoom recording link:  https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/Zgrmq0VPHAL-J7DZ-cSu58970YKFKVgdHCexCdeeQ5JpKZ_YxZyn0NPHOre5iwtn.eSHj_TanIJyfhMMN

