WACCRA Board Meeting
April 10, 2026 (Zoom)


ATTENDEES:

Board: Laura Saunders, President; Nickie Askov, Secretary; Kip Smith, Treasurer, Membership; Mary Baroni, Monica Clement, Barb Horrell, Steve Neville
Membership Liaisons: Celie Brown (Timber Ridge), Marge Kemp-Williams (Bayview), Denise Lentini (Hearthstone), Jerry Tuttle (Parkshore), Lynne Werner (Mirabella)
Senior Lobby Representative:  Barb Williams
Technology Coordinator:  Rick Baugh
Guests:  Dick Barbieri (Skyline WACCRA group), Donna Christensen (WACCRA lobbyist)

Laura had all present introduce themselves at 10:00.  She then read a letter (below) from Carlos Caguiat, former chair of the Legislative Committee:

Dear wonderful friends,

I have been following your accomplishments for WACCRA. Your leadership has done what many skeptics believed could not have been possible. Hurrah for you, WACCRA and CCRC residents! I know that it takes patience, time, and even frustration to achieve goals and that there are still further things to do to continue WACCRA's work, but bask in your success.

Much love,

Carlos

BUSINESS MEETING

Approval of the Consent Agenda
Minutes of March 13, 2026, board meeting: Approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Approved.  Kip reported that WACCRA now has $67,000 in the bank, and a CD worth $22,035.  He also reported, however, that donations and membership dues are down from last year.

Committee Reports
Legislation: Laura shared had shared the WACCRA Legislative Report in the documents sent to the board and liaisons in advance of the meeting.  She also screen-shared the membership numbers of the CCRCs on record with the state, comparing numbers at the end of 2025 and at the end of March, 2026.  The message was that WACCRA’s membership numbers are down even in the CCRCs in greater Seattle except for Bayview which has shown an increase (thanks to the new Liaison Marge Kemp-Williams).   


Membership:  Kip reported that WACCRA’s membership numbers are at about 80% of last year’s numbers.  (He is particularly disappointed in the large drop at The Kenney which benefited from our support earlier.)  Kip also sent a copy of the NewsMail to lapsed members asking them to renew.  Some renewals are still trickling in so he may have firmer numbers next month.  Discussion followed about strategies for increasing membership and involvement.  Celebrations of WACCRA-supported bill (HB 2384) being signed into law are planned in May at Timber Ridge and Skyline.  (Laura or Kim will attend all celebrations if invited.)  Liaisons agreed that in-person meetings are more effective at involving residents and increasing membership in WACCRA.  They felt that more education is needed, especially among newer residents, so that all residents understand that WACCRA isn’t only for the few months that the Legislature is in session.  They also need to understand that the legislation that was passed is an important first step in the process of achieving greater transparency and resident input.
Communications:  Monica reported that she sent out the Consumer Guide to the multi-state group and to AARP.
Senior Lobby:  Barb Williams stated that the next meeting of the Senior Lobby will be on April 20.  She reported that the bill to create an Ombuds program for Independent Living residents failed.  However, the issue that Jerry Tuttle described at Parkshore, in which healthcare residents are being moved to Skyline with no consultation, is appropriate for Patricia Hunter, Healthcare Ombudsman.  

STUDY SESSION 

Legislative session results: Donna Christensen credited the passage of the bill into law was due to the hard work of the Legislative Committee and the residents who supported the bill online, through email, and handwritten letters.  (She said that the latter were particularly effective.)  The fact that it cost the General Funds no money was undoubtedly in our favor.  The current issue is implementation.  The Legislative Committee is contacting experts around the country so that they can help the OIC write standards by which to judge the actuarial reports from the Type A CCRCs.  Donna praised the good working relationship with the OIC, but she is less sure of the political environment in the Senate.  Senator Cleveland, Chair of the Health and Long Term Care Committee, is inclined to listen to Leading Age since she was a member when she was a healthcare administrator.  Unfortunately, her committee can block a bill from going to the floor of the Senate.  Representative Macri plans to introduce a bill that would cover more CCRCs (other than only Type A) in the next legislative session.  The fact that the entire House and half the Senate is up for re-election may change the dynamic.  CCRCs in the district of the new members need to host them at their facilities to help them understand what a CCRC is.  She also suggested that sometimes membership meetings by Zoom may be necessary to save travel time for legislators.  She urged us to develop the tools we need to influence legislation now, including educating residents, and to remember to thank supportive legislators.  
Mary suggested that residents need to know how to read their contracts.  (Steve is collecting contracts from the various CCRCs.)  They also need to understand what an actuarial report is.  (Perhaps a representative from A. B. Powell might be our speaker at the Annual Meeting.)  She stressed that Liaisons are the key to engaging their residents. Laura said that board members also need to be involved.  Steve stressed that WACCRA’s job is a 12-month process of education and engagement.  A task force, led by Laura and Kim, consisting of Lynne, Mary, Marge, Monica, and Barb Williams, will plan what is feasible for this summer.  Some sessions that are on Zoom have the advantage of being replayed at other membership meetings.  

Action on the draft motion, circulated in the mailing before the board meeting, was postponed until the next board meeting in May.  Another point may be needed about the education of residents.

The Board Meeting was adjourned at 11:50. The next board meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2026, 10:00-12:00 by Zoom.  


Respectfully submitted:  Nickie Askov, Secretary

Zoom recording link:  https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/ceHeEx-GGOn2s35ddasM2Ub8EZUdxErycsfvzAItIwMDxDYkWEQdgVUQ69JrL6ls.PpDv6uDXWfxbI3xi 

