WACCRA Board Meeting
January 9, 2026 on Zoom


ATTENDEES:

Board: Laura Saunders, President; Kim Hickman, Vice-President; Nickie Askov, Secretary; Kip Smith, Treasurer, Membership; Mary Baroni, Barb Horrell, Steve Neville
Membership Liaisons: Denise Lentini (Hearthstone), Tom Sakata (Skyline), Lynne Werner (Mirabella)
Senior Lobby Representative:  Barb Williams
Technology Coordinator:  Rick Baugh

STUDY SESSION 

After an introduction of Lynne Werner, new liaison at Mirabella, the board went into a Study Session. Topics of discussion focused on the membership renewal form which will stay the same, legislative session planning, and succession planning.  The current Leadership list is attached to the email.

BUSINESS MEETING (called to order at 10:50)

Approval of the Consent Agenda
Minutes: Approved with one abstention.
Treasurer’s Report: The December reports were approved with one abstention.  WACCRA has a year-end budget deficit of $9,612.  Kim reminded the board that she had prepared a budget for 2026 that reflects this information.

Laura called for a break at 11:10.  

The second board business meeting of the January 9, 2025, was called to order at 11:15 am.

Present Board: Laura Saunders, President; Kim Hickman, Vice-President; Nickie Askov, Secretary; Kip Smith, Treasurer; Mary Baroni, Barb Horrell, Steve Neville 

The Board unanimously approved the following statement about the transition from the former Treasurer of WACCRA Barbara Horrell to Kip Smith.  This approved motion reads as follows:

Action Item:  To approve the portion of the January minutes showing action that Barbara Horrell is removed from the position of Treasurer, effective 1/9/26, and Kip Smith assumes Treasurer position for WACCRA effective 1/9/26. Kip now has access to the accounts at Columbia Bank with account numbers ending in 6453 and 4779.

Committee Reports
Legislation: The 2026 Legislative Session will be from January 12 until March 12 unless it is extended.  WACCRA’s two objectives of the 2026 legislative agenda are: 1) Clarify registration requirements for CCRCs with enforcement even if organizations call themselves by other terms, such as Life Plan Communities.  2) Require periodic actuarial reviews to be paid by the CCRC.  Neither objective has a cost for the state associated with it.  Kim discovered during the meeting that HB 2384 sponsored by Representative Nicole Macri was just dropped. She suggested that having the House as the place of origin is an advantage.   (Senator Bateman sponsored SB 5964 about an Ombudsman position.) The language of HB 2384  suggests that LeadingAge had input in suggesting that the law would apply only to “Life Care” or Type A contracts. WACCRA will need to work on changing the language in an Executive Session so that actuarial reports are required more broadly.  Hearings will begin in the second week, probably on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Laura, Kim, and Donna C. will be testifying.  Possibly someone else from the Legislative Committee might offer an additional testimony.  Barb Williams urged the development of talking points for her presentation at Senior Lobby on Monday (January 12).  These should also be summarized in a NewsMail as soon as possible.  Letter writing campaigns from CCRC residents should follow.

Membership:  Kip reported that WACCRA has a total of 1,286 members.  

Communications:  Rick announced that the Consumer Guide has been completed.  Revisions are extensive making this document the most comprehensive of any available.  It will be uploaded to the WACCRA website for distribution and sent to NaCCRA for their website. Print copies are estimated to cost about $7 to $10.

Senior Lobby:  Barb Williams stated that Senior Lobby meets on the second Monday of the month, 10:00-12 noon.  

Announcement: Ky Moody, the executive director at Mirabella, is resigning to return to Florida. Residents and staff are disappointed by the departure of this highly effective director. The hope had been that he might assume a leadership position in LeadingAge WA and change the attitudes of EDs toward working with residents.  Before leaving, Ky is attempting to get information on the cost of actuarial reports from PRS and emphasized that resident collaboration is critical for a successful ED.


The Board Meeting was adjourned at 11:37.  The next board meeting is scheduled for Friday, Febrary 13, 2026, 10:00-12:00 by Zoom.  


Respectfully submitted:  Nickie Askov, Secretary

Zoom recording link:  https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/lXHiDXXVfQRYZDoG4Ddn9Ue4fPlYipUc9Cgrkb-hy9Z-az3dd4hVJcoQ4mUSJEZS.dufoGN_JKE8PgIxI

